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Off the Grid

38240 Michigan Avenue
Beaver Island, MI 49782
(231) 448-2733
Full line of groceries. Custom-cut meat.
Fresh produce, Beer, Wine, Liquor.
A large selection of specialty foods. Block & cube ice.
Movie rentals. Post cards. Beaver Island
clothing and gifts. Small & major appliances.
Greeting cards. Notary service. Michigan lottery.
Fax, Money orders & transfers, Island maps.
www.mcdonoughsmarket.com

CARY CONCRETE LTD
GREG CARY - OWNER
! Automated
Batch Plant

! Redi-Mix
& Insulated
Foam Poured
Walls

LICENSED BUILDER

! Driveways
! Sidewalks
! Concrete

! Basements
! Fireplaces
! Unlimited

Pouring

! Garages

CALL NOW
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Masonry
& Cement
Supplies

231.448.2242
CARY CONCRETE LTD . 36520 KINGS HWY . BEAVER ISLAND, MI . 49782
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Full breakfast, fresh baked breads, donuts, pastries, cakes, lunch with
such specialty sandwiches as our famous portobelo mushroom sandwich,
fresh ground beef burgers, pizza, cappuccino, fresh salads, and gourmet
kitchen items and cookbooks! A great place to meet friends! (231) 448-2736.

Quality Work Done on Time

EXCAVATION MASONRY WELDING
!
!
!
!

Site Clearing
Driveways
Basements
Septic
Systems
! Pump Back
Systems
! Screened
Top Soil

! Block Work
! Flat Work
! Rock
Retaining
Walls
! Chimneys
! Stone Work
! Fieldstone
Courtyards

!
!
!
!

Mig
Tig
Aluminum
Stainless
Steel
! Plasma
Cutter
! Steel
Fabrication

D AVID S CHWARTZFISHER , O WNER
27540 B ARNEY ’ S L AKE R OAD , B EAVER I SLAND MI 49782

(231) 448-2706 OR 448-2102
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ROBERT’S JOHN SERVICE, INC.
Doing Quality Work
for over 18 Years

Licensed and Insured
]
Plumbing
]
Heating
! Radiant In-floor
Heat / Hydronic
! Forced Air
! Geothermal
]
Water-right / Water
Conditioning
]
House Opening /
Closing
]
Vac-u-flo / Central
Vacuum Systems
]
Great Lakes Hot Tubs
dealer — sales and
service. Please call
for a quote.

Refreshing Efficient
Cool in Summer Heat in Winter

ROBERT’S JOHN SERVICE, INC.
(231) 448-2805
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News from the Townships

St. James Township
At the onset of the 3-1-11 meeting a
letter was read from the Beaver Island
Association expressing its disappointment in the decommissioning of the
NREC, and suggesting it might be
revived with a modified charter.
Another letter from the Wildlife Club
was read in which the success of its
recent trip to Lansing to obtain antlerpoint restrictions was summarized, and
some form of natural resource management was urged. The Board declined to
take any action.
The proposed budget for the
coming fiscal year was distributed.
An alarming discovery was
discussed: the community septic tanks
along the Donegal Bay Road have
deteriorated, after ten years of use,
because sewer gas is eating the concrete. A protective coating must be

applied to their interior during a lowuse time; first one has to be pumped
into the other and then coated while
empty; then the effluent must be
pumped back and the other coated. This
could cost around $60,000, and should
be done this year. A bond will be
required. Questions were asked about
the liability of the engineers who
designed the system. The township
attorney was unsure about a suit
succeeding. Five other communities
have had similar problems. Rates for
usage will have to be increased.
The new assessors signed a threeyear contract at $15k/.
Peaine Township
The BIA letter that was read at the
St. James meeting was read at Peaine’s.
Former NREC chairman Sandy
Birdsall started a 150-minute discus-

L a n s i n g t o P ay a C a l l
Bill McDonough has arranged for a
visit from several legislators on April
th
15 , including Senators Howard
Walker, Goeff Hansen, Darwin Booher,
and Tom Casperson; Representatives
Greg MacMaster, Frank Foster, Wayne
Schmidt, Ed McBroom, and Matt
Huuki; and Governor Snyder ’s
Northern Michigan Director Greg
Andrews.

The itinerary will be roughly:
10:00 am: Flights depart from
Charlevoix for an aerial tour of the
Beaver Archipelago, landing at 10:45.
A 12-passenger van will be provided.
Additional vehicles as required.
11:00: Tour of the Beaver Island
Rural Health Clinic and the “underconstruction” senior housing building
at the same location. Meet with staff
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sion of NREC with a 21-minute
recounting of several attacks on the
former commission. Jeff Powers
followed with additional pro-NREC
remarks in his report on the Wildlife
Club’s mission to Lansing. That was
followed by remarks from Ed Wojan,
Jim Wojan, Judy Gallagher, Bill Kohls,
Bill Detwiler, and others. Some
scattered remarks demonstrated that
animosity and misinformation were
more abundant than good will. The
matter of how to best address the
agreed-on need for natural resource
protection was finally put to rest when a
motion passed to give both sides of the
NREC issue 90 days to try to come to
terms with each other’s point of view,
and then revisit the issue.
Airport Commission
The Airport Commission met on

3-5 to work on its budget for the coming
year. It came up with projections of
$194,228 in income—primarily gas
sales ($100k)—and $163,560 in
expenses, of which gas purchases
accounted for $93,000. Don Vyse
presented a detailed analysis of the
$25,000 for repairs and maintenance.
He had divided the costs into four
categories ($10,000 equipment, $8,000
airfield, $2,000 terminal, and $5,000
other), and gave several examples of
specific expenses, such as for light
bulbs, carpet cleaning, and plumbing
repairs.
Other notable costs included
$11,000 for utilities, $10,000 for debt
retirement (the last year), and $5,100
for management.
A few policy shifts were discussed
including lowering the mark-up on gas
and dropping the parking charge.

Yo u r P o r t o f C a l l o n
America’s Emerald Isle

Deluxe Motel Units
and Two bedroom Condominiums
with Full Kitchens.
Located next to the Boat
and Ferry Docks.
Overnight or Weekly
Swimming Pool, TV

For Reservations Contact:
Harbor View Motel
P.O. Box 104 Beaver Island, MI 49782

(231) 448-2201
and EMS for a presentation.
12:30: Lunch at the Beaver Island
Community Center, where many Island
residents and elected representatives
will meet the legislators.
1:30: Tour of the Beaver Island
Community School for a walk-thru and
information sharing.
2:30: A presentation of the activities and goals of the CMU Biological

Station as they relate to the Beaver
Archipelago and Great Lakes Basin.
This could include a joint Senate/House
Natural Resources Committee hearing!
4:00: Flights return to Charlevoix
This will be an exciting and educational opportunity for all participants. It
gives us a chance to show off the Island
of which we are so proud to those in a
position to provide state support.

Charlevoix
State Bank
State Bank

38230 Michigan Ave.
Beaver Island, MI 49782

harborview@tds.net

www.harborviewbeaverisland.com

R. Gillespie Enterprises
P.O. BOX 217 . BEAVER ISLAND MI 49782

231-448-2577
Excavating * Road Building
Contracting * Licensed Builder

WWW .G ILLESPIE E NTERPRISES . COM
Live harbor webcam at www.BeaverIslandRealty.com

(Member FDIC)

Need a Handy Man?
Need something Designed and Built?

BEAVER ISLAND BRANCH

Call Adam Wirth

HOURS:
TUESDAY AND FRIDAY
9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.

(231) 448-2190
w w w. C h a r l e v o i x S t a t e B a n k . c o m

Carpentry Decks Sheds Trees
Lawn Care Painting
General Home Repairs
Adam E. Wirth
231-448-2581
aewirth@aol.com

Now doing wells on Beaver Island!

8.
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the Annual Budgets

WELL DRILLING CO.

(231) 228-5678
4” & Up Steel Wells
5” PVC Wells
Pump Sales & Service
Well Repair
Mark Zientek
John Zientek
NATIONAL WATER WELL ASSOC.

Certified Contractor
Fax (231) 228-5637
233 E. Kasson Rd.
Maple City, MI 49664

Beaver Island Association
Supporting Environmental
and Economic Sustainability

Join Now!
Keep in touch with Beaver Island events
likely to affect you and your property.
Receive Island Currents,
the informative BIA newsletter.
Contact:
Annette Dashiell, Treasurer at
Box 390, BI, MI 49782 (231) 448-2542

Visit our web site: BeaverIslandAssociation.org
Work wanted: Landscaper, cook,
laborer; call Larry at 231-8816987. “You need it done–I’m the one.”
! Custom Homes
! Garages/Additions
! Remodeling/Siding
! Painting, In & Out
! Decks/Roofing
! Handyman Service

(231) 448-2571
“No Job Too Small”

Museum Week Plans
The Historical Society has firmed
up this year’s Museum Week evening
schedule. Monday will open with
Music on the Porch, with hostess
Kathy Speck. There’ll be a Bingo game
at the Parish Hall on Tuesday, after
which the action switches to the
Community Center. Deb Rotman will
talk about Island Archaeology and Irish
culture on Wednesday. Next up will be

Herb Manthei’s presentation of his family’s 1960s Garden Island logging
enterprise. On Friday Seamus Norgaard
will show some of the oral history interviews and set them in a narrative context. On Saturday there will be a Beaver
Tales production of their new Shoe Tree
play. Meanwhile the Museum Week Art
Show will be held Wednesday through
Friday.

7.
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Across from the Township Airport

Wanted: Part-time summer
help, flexible hours
Opening in 2011 on June 22

Happy Easter
Dale & Terry Keyes,
Proprietors
Dale_Terry_Keyes@msn.com

Cutting Coins
Those who remember Jeremy
Barrett from his days on Beaver Island
up to graduating from our school can
recall him as a young man full of ideas.
Once he left, news about him has only
trickled in.
Now he’s being feted for his new
business, coincutart.com, in which he
cuts actual coins with a hand saw to create golf ball markers, puzzles (he mar-

kets a 21-piece mini jig-saw puzzle
made from an American half dollar),
key chains – anything else that can be
made from cut coins. “It’s completely
legal,” he says, “because there’s no
attempt to defraud anyone.”
This “Picasso of the jig saw” has
not yet found his boundary in this enterprise. Coming next: secret messages
inside a reassembled puzzle.

34230 Donnell Mor’s Lane

Edward B. Wojan – Broker
26300 Back Highway
P.O. Box 86
Beaver Island, Michigan 49782
www.edwojanrealty.com

Cole House -

37795 Kings Hwy

Lot 9 of Block C of Frazer, Yerkes & Clayton’s Subdivision (66’ x
132’ lot) PLUS an extra 66’ x 130’ lot immediately behind (west
of) Lot 9 on Kings Highway. This 1,850 sq. ft. tri-level, 3 bedroom, 1-bathroom home is on the south side of town just south of
and across the road from the governmental center/sheriff’s office
(the old medical center). This house is less than a 3-minute walk to
the school, the library, Catholic Church, public beach/playground, and about a 5-minute walk
to the Shamrock, Community Center, Post Office, ferry dock, Harbor Market, hardware store,
etc. This right-in-town location makes it a good spot for families who want their kids to walk
to school and retirees or anyone who wants to be close to everything in town. The home has
been partially remodeled and updated. Behind the house on the second lot there is a 24’ x 40’
metal pole barn/garage. This insulated and easily accessible auxiliary building is set up for
storage of household equipment, summer furniture, tools, boats, cars, or whatever you would
like to use it for. It is currently being used as a workshop area and fun area for the family; the
kids or parents can have friends over for cards or pole barn parties. A husband could also use it
for a fantastic workshop. (Look carefully at the pictures of the inside of the pole barn on our
website.) The size of this house and the double lot and the auxiliary building (not to mention
the location) make this house perfect for a young family, retirees, a rental property, etc. Sellers
are anxious to move this house because it is no longer needed in the family. A negotiated price
with our real estate agency and the seller is possible for just enough to pay off the mortgage and
cover a commission and closing costs. Talk to Ed about this. The asking price is
$185,000.

View pictures on our web site:

www.edwojanrealty.com

Real Estate Office
Toll Free Number

(231) 448-2711
1-800-268-2711

St. James Boat Shop
Specializing in Handcrafted
Cherry Wood Boats & Buckets
Since 1985

P.O. Box 158, 38230 Michigan Ave.
Beaver Island, MI 49782
231-448-2810/231-620-3304
Get Ready for July 14, 15, 16 2011 and Get Your Tickets Now!

www.bimf.net
BIMF P.O. Box 23, Beaver Island MI 49782

www.stjamesboatshop.com
stjamesboatshop@yahoo.com

Bill Freese & Dan Burton, Builders

Baroque is Coming!

B

eaver Island residents and
guests can look forward to
another extraordinary
classical music festival as Baroque on
Beaver celebrates its tenth season this
summer, from July 26th – 31st.
The 2011 festival will include
performances by chamber ensembles,
soloists, the Festival Chorus under the
leadership of Kevin Simon, and the
Festival Orchestra directed by Robert
Nordling. The opening concert will
feature the world premiere of a com-

missioned piece by Tom Cipullo based
on poetry of Beaver Islander Robert
Cole, and performed by Island favorite
Martha Guth.
Other concerts will include
“Mozart’s Symphony #40;” a program
entitled “Water Music” featuring works
by Wagner and Handel; “A Night at the
Opera,” with the Festival Chorus and
soloists; and a Sunday afternoon finale
by the Festival Chorus and Orchestra
with selections from Medelssohn’s
“Elijah” and his “Italian Symphony.”
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Plans for a family concert, with participation by the Beaver Island Community
School Suzuki students, are also
underway.
Festival organizers welcome
volunteers; please contact Krys Lyle,
Krys@kryslyle.com if you are interested in participating in the chorus,
housing visiting musicians, assisting
with the concerts, or making a financial
contribution to Baroque on Beaver.
Details about the festival can be found
on the web at baroqueonbeaver.org

Archivists Coming on June 14

T

he Michigan Archival Association will hold its Annual
Conference at the Community Center, June 13-14-15: No Man is
an Island: the Convergence of Archives,
Geography, and History.
As the rate of change in our lives
speeds up and becomes almost a blur,
there is a corresponding increase in interest in keeping track of where we have
been – both to gauge where we are, and
for the pleasure of reminiscence.
The public is invited to attend:
Monday, June 13: Workshop: “Implementing ‘More Product, Less Process’” with Dennis Meissner
Tuesday, June 14:
9-9:30: Plenary: Seamus Norgaard
9:45-11am: Sharable metadata:
Sheila Bair, WMU Archives, Nicole
Garrett, UM Archives; Chair: Sharon
Carlson, WMU Archives

Beaver Archipelago History (1):
Father Dan Connaghan, Marian Matyn,
Clarke Historical Library
11:15-12:30: Sessions: Imaging and
MPLP: Ed Busch, MSU (Picasso imaging), Deborah Rice, Reuther (MPLP
Revised); Chair: Kristen Chinery
Beaver Archipelago History (2):
R.J. Taylor, House of David
2:45-4pm Sessions: Collecting Music: Laurie Sommers, MSU, Barry
Pischner
Implementing EAD: Marion Matyn,
CMU, Cheney Schopieray, William L.
Clements Library
4:15-5:30: Tours
6-8pm: Reception, Shamrock Bar
Wednesday, June 15:
9-10am: Disaster Planning and Conservation: Stacey Tvedten, Holland Museum, Nathan Kemler, Grand Valley Art
Gallery; Chair: Karen Jania

Architectural Archives: Christine
Evaskis, Michigan Archives, Tawny
Ryan Nelb, Nelb Archival Consulting,
Inc.; Chair: Robert Garrett
10:30-11:45 Sessions: Starting a
program from Scratch: Karin Hullati,
consultant, Laura Quakenbush, museum
in Peshawbestown; Chair: Ann Johns
Religious Archives: Sister Rose Marie Martin, OP, Dominican Sisters, Elizabeth Delene, Archivist, Diocese of
Marquette; Chair: Susan Panak
12-1:30: Lunch and Keynote
Speaker, Evan Carrol, author of “Your
Digital Afterlife”
2:00-3:15 Sessions: Unearthing
Archival Materials: Matthew Daley,
GVSU, Marcus Robyns, NMU, Rachel
Bussert, NMU
What's New in Archives: A
Roundtable of New Projects in Archives
3:30-4pm: Closing remarks

F or e s t V i e w A pa rtm e n t s S n e a k P e e k T o u r

O

th

n Sunday, April 17 from
1:00 - 3:00 there will be a
tour of the rapidly progressing Forest View Community
senior housing complex. We can't wait
to show off all of the attractive and comfortable features these apartments will
have. Please join us!
Since the construction budget does

not cover all furnishings for the common areas we are looking to purchase
the items on the wish list through cash
donations. To get an idea of how the
furnishings will be laid out see the
Forest View Community website at
www.beaverislandcdc.org
Forest View Wish List: Office:
1 Computer; 1 Printer. Common Area:

1 42" wall mount HD TV; 3 round dining
tables; 12 dining chairs; 1 couch; 2
loveseats; 2 coffee tables; 3 upholstered
chairs; 4 end tables; 1 game table; 2 game
table chairs; art work from local artists.
Looking forward to seeing you on
the 17th!
—Beaver Island Community
Development Corporation Board
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Restoring the Whiskey Point Light

GLLKA’s Terry Pepper visited the
Island in mid-March to discuss the procedure for restoring the Harbor Lighthouse.
He went through the estimate prepared

by an engineer, point by point, alternating
the setting of priorities with anecdotes
drawn from his experience with other
lighthouses. The good news it can all be
done for under two hundred thousand dollars (and significantly under if volunteer
help can be found); the bad news is that
only $8,200 has been raised so far.
The costs fall into two categories:
A) Exterior Restoration (item, priority, cost)
1) Exterior masonry. High $70,000
2) Clean and paint exterior brick, stone
and concrete. High $15,000
3) Repair damaged concrete steps and
landing. Medium $1,500
4) Remove exterior swinging flush panel door. Medium $1,500
wood doors and replace with new door 6) Restore windows High $5,000
and hardware. Medium $2,500
7) Repair damaged lantern compo5) Restore interior swinging wood nents. High $4,000

O n T h i s D at e
Ten Years Ago The Beacon welcomed the appointment of Margo Marks
as BIBCO manager, as the best of 117
candidates. She had been Harbormaster
at Elk Rapids for the previous seven
years after graduating at the top of the
Great Lakes Maritime Academy, following her degree from Ferris. She had a License for vessels of any tonnage.
Art Johnston’s 80th birthday was cele-

brated. His parents had bought land from
Dick LaFreniere on the north shore, and
started to build the Beaver Lodge in
1949. His father passed away before it
was done, which postponed its completion. Once it was done, Art and his family
moved in. He also served as president of
the Civic Association, and pushed for
phone service and the creation of a
Health Center. In recent years his daugh-

ter Sue Oole has run MadCamp here.
Sympathy was expressed for the loss
of two Island stalwarts, Ellen Welke and
Ray Denny.
Peaine Township declined to press
for the upgrading to county specs of the
Greene’s Lake Road.
Twenty Years Ago A good-bye
party was thrown for Kitty McNamara
after 5 years of her serving as principal.

St. James Marine Co.
15.

Serving Beaver Island and the Great Lakes for your hauling and freight
needs. Delivery to your location available.
! general freight
! boats
! automobiles
! livestock
! trailers
and cargo
! heavy equipment
! storage containers
! semi-trailers
! stone products
! building materials
! junk cars
! cement products
! garbage dumpsters
! and much more!
! topsoil
! modular homes
In addition, St. James Marine Co. executes on-water fireworks shows,
barge hauling-services for logging, commercial assistance towing, dust
control, salvage search and diving, working boat repair, dredging, marine
improvement and dock repair.
You call, WE HAUL!
Phone:

(231) 448-4000

Cell:

(231) 838-0254

w w w. s t j a m e s m a r i n e . c o m
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8) Remove plexiglass in lantern and
install new glass. Medium $2,500
9) Clean and paint all metalwork at lantern and gallery including deck, railing
and roof. Medium $8,000
10) Install new sealant at all openings
and joints at windows, doors and other
dissimilar materials. High $1,500
11) Install damp-proofing on below
grade stone masonry; install foundation
drain tile. High $6,000
12) Landscaping. Medium $2,000
B) Interior Restoration (item, priority, cost)
1) Clean and paint metal stair and handrail components. Medium $12,000
2) Clean and paint metal floor/ceiling
surfaces at watchroom service level and
lantern/gallery level. Medium $6,000
3) Remove beaded paneling at lantern

to clean and paint interior surface of
metal lantern. Restore and paint beaded
wood paneling. High $5,000
4) Repair/replace brick masonry on in-

terior surface. High $12,000
5) Repair/replace damaged plaster wall
surfaces High $10,000
6) Clean and paint interior plaster wall
surfaces. High $4,000
7) Repair damaged section of concrete
floor. Medium $1,500
8) Clean and paint concrete floor at
main level. Low $1,000
9) Clean and paint wood doors, trim
and shelves at storage compartment.
Low $1,000
10) New interior light fixtures and
switches. Low $3,000
11) New mechanical exhaust fan located
in lantern. Medium $3,000
SUBTOTAL $178,000; plus contingency @ 10% 18,000:
TOTAL: $196,000

Fire Chief Tim McDonough and
EMS chairperson Bill Markey announced that a new 9-1-1 service was online and would operate 24/7.
The recently-cancelled state support
for the Med Center was restored.
The Chamber announced that crab
tree plantings around St. James would
begin in May. Over fifty had been
planted previously.

After appearing in The Silence of the
Lambs, Josh Broder said he would arrive
to teach improvisational theater at CMU
in August.
A tele-education program, PACE,
was to be put into effect at the school, to
broaden course offerings.
The Chamber planned to improve
Island trails with the help of Larry Robinson, who worked on the Blue Trail.

The Township Airport wanted to expand by buying 40 acres on its east edge
for $50,000.
Phil Gregg’s Beaver Tale recounted
the Armistice Day Storm—11-11-1940.
The Island fishermen did not have
much time left in the season, and were
all out early to lift and reset their nets.
There was no wind, but heavy swells
caused some to worry, continued on page 12.

High Standards, Great Quality, Low Prices

Six TV’s, IPOD, Wii, Darts,
Friendly Bartenders, Great Prices

5pm-8 :30pm

12.

A n A m b i t i o u s P l a n f o r c o o p e r at i o n

A

fter listening to several people
and considering their diverse
opinions, an idea occurred to
me about how we might reach a satisfactory and beneficial resolution to our
recent purchase of Whiskey Island. St.
James Township was very fortunate to
obtain such a beautiful, pristine asset.
This island, the middle of three small private islands northwest of Beaver, consists of two lots, one of 43 acres and the
other of 53. Many people have supported
the possibility of trading Whiskey Island
to the State for the property on Paradise
Bay in St. James, which was intended to
house Beaver Island`s DNR employee
but for the past 25 years has been home to
our Deputy Sheriff. The lot starts at the
water and runs across the road and into
the woods. It contains a building, which
the two townships have contributed
equal funds to maintain and improve.
Other people have suggested that
this proposed trade would short-change
us because Whiskey Island has to be
worth much more than a single lot.
My idea is that we band together
and work hard and smartly to obtain

Improvements to the harbor property
could include:
a) The creation of a public launch ramp
and fishing pier on the waterfront;
b) The installation of off-street parking
for boaters and fishermen, far
enough behind the home to not constitute a nuisance;
c) The building of a picnic area and
restrooms on the property, which

could be called “Larsen Park,”
after Sybil and Big Art Larsen; and
d) The continuing joint-Township maintenance/improvement of the home
used as the Deputy’s quarters.
I believe the DNR lot and these
improvements could be obtained in
trade from the State, and that this could
be done in exchange for one of the two
Whiskey Island lots. Creating this facility would relieve our current congestion
and allow us to offer greater boating and
fishing opportunities, enhancing our
appeal to tourists from all over the
Midwest.
My hope is that we can simultaneously trade the second Whiskey Island
lot for a line item ten-year bequest from
the State’s Community Health Budget of
$50,000/year for each of the Rural
Health Centers in the island consortium
of Drummond, Mackinac, and Beaver.
We can accomplish great things, but
only if we overcome our differences and
work together. This plan could be a turning point, and lead to several comparable
future benefits.
—Bill McDonough, 3-10-201l

On This Date, continued from page 11.
such as Big Art Larsen, whose Estonia
was near Gull Island. When he saw an
approaching fog bank he decided to head
for home, as did the skippers on other
tugs. Art got back to Paradise Bay first,
followed by Frank Left, Andy Gallagher,
and Roland McCann. Shing Martin came
back in the Evelyn M just as the storm hit.
The mail boat, the Mary Margaret, was
tied up at Booth’s Dock. The wind blew
with such force that lines would not hold,
so the tug captains cast off and did their
best to handle their boats in the harbor—except for the Estonia. Art’s tug
broke free, but washed up on the beach
near the lighthouse undamaged. The
storm raged through the night. The most
damage the Island fishermen suffered
was to their nets, which put several (and
all those based on High Island) out of
business.
Sympathy was expressed for the loss
of trumpet player Al Dudzik, 76, who
moved to Beaver in 1976 and made excellent wine, and Paul LaFreniere,
Jerry’s 43-year-old brother. They perished together in a car crash while returning from a party in the U.P.
Thirty Years Ago Roger and Nancy

Sommer announced their plan to build a
craft shop on the Donegal Bay Road.
The Civic Association showed slides
of Ireland, some taken by Jean Vreeland,
others by Donald and Robert Cole.
An experimental consignment shop
opened at the Rustic Villa.
Forty Years Ago The Civic sponsored a roadside clean-up, in which the
students spread out to pick up trash.
A building bee saw volunteers construct 8 picnic tables around the harbor.
Betty Guarino bought the refreshment stand next to the Museum and renamed it the Beehive.
Sympathy was offered for the loss of
Mary (Duffy) Gallagher, who came here
from Ireland in 1904 and married William Gallagher eight years later, and for
Miss Elizabeth Gallagher, born here in
1887 but who left her home across the
road from Round Lake and moved to
Green Bay with her family in 1925.
Fifty Years Ago Main Street was
widened from the King Strang to the
Killarney Inn to provide more parking,
particularly at the Post Office. A restoration program fell short of its goal and
Henry Allen’s old ice house was torn
down. Raymond Lewis cut cedar posts

for a fence. In the country, Ralph Rutt
torn down the old barn at Shoemaker’s.
For St. Pat’s Walt Wojan loaded 26
kids on his truck and took them to Mt.
Pisgah for sledding. Rita and Jewell
Gillespie took in the Chicago party. Sixty
Island property owners attended a party
in Grand Rapids at which Henry Allen
spoke about expected development and
Rogers Carlisle showed a movie.
The Coast Guard icebreaker Sundew
arrived to break up ice; the Emerald Isle
was scheduled to run on April 7th.
Joe Dillingham was lauded for his
work running the Island phone company.
The Game Club planned to plow up
some fields and plant rye, corn, and clover. Lil and Phil Gregg circled the Island
and counted 35 deer.
A coyote tagged on Beaver Island
the previous year was shot in Levering.
The Conservation Department could
not keep its promise to plant turkeys here
because there was so little snow very few
were trapped.
Rogers Carlyle found a 20½# otter
in one of his beaver traps.
Sympathy was expressed for the
passing of former resident Edythe
Kleinhentz, 71.

some additional considerations for this
trade. First and foremost is to make it a
joint effort between St. James and
Peaine. Showing Island-wide support is
necessary for this to be accomplished.
Some other conditions would facilitate
this plan:
l) We need to get Bud Martin and his
supporters on board.
2) St. James and Peaine should be the
co-owners of the new acquisition,
with Peaine reimbursing St. James
for half of its expenses to date.
3) The two Island Townships should
collaborate on the development of
this acquisition to enhance the likelihood of receiving grants.

F i r s t 13.
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For Sale: Collins Home - 37756 King’s Highway
more photographs can be seen at www.edwojanrealty.com
on Beaver Harbor

A

very rare offering of a newer home ON BEAVER HARBOR with a fantastic view of the entrance to Paradise Bay. The house sits up on a bluff
overlooking the harbor offering an unequaled view with a deep running lot from the King’s Highway to the water’s edge. The frontage has a
pure sand bottom, great for swimming and safe for kids.
The first floor level has two bedrooms and one full bath, a formal dining room, a living room with a wood-burning fireplace, an excellent fairly new
kitchen, and a screened-in three-season porch. There is an open deck on the lake side in front of the living room, and a protected private hot tub area
below the porch with a full view of the harbor just outside the walkout basement door. The walkout basement is being used as a master bedroom by the
current owner (with a second ¾ bath on this lower level). There is also a laundry room in the lower level.

T

his home is unique: very few
homes in the town of St. James
have a view of the harbor like this.
If you like the idea of watching the boats
come and go, and seeing sunrises and
moonfalls, this could be your perfect
retirement spot, a very nice summer
home, or an excellent rental property.
The finished area downstairs can be used as a spare bedroom, family room, or any other use a new owner might desire. The house has over 1,740 ft2
of finished living area. It also has an attached one-car garage. It has recently undergone extensive renovations and improvements by the owner/builder
Mike Collins. A new roof, new electric hot water boiler, and new, long-lasting shake shingles were installed last year. In 1989 a new deep well was put
down, and in 2001 a new septic system was added. New landscaping and walkways were put in, and a double-insulated dog door was installed in the
basement to a 15' x 100' dog run. New floor coverings are on the first floor level, and a new stove and refrigerator is in the kitchen. Because this is some
of the most valuable lake frontage on Beaver Island (a minimum of $2,000 per front foot), this house is priced right at $399,000.

Contact owner and Agent Michael Collins / Ed Wojan Realty
phone: 231.313.8739 email: Mjc3855@gmail.com
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Our Kids learn Sugaring

I

n the middle of March Patti
Cull and Jacque LaFreniere
brought a dozen students, our
Junior Rangers, out to Jacque and
Mark’s home on Paid een Og Road to
see the various stages of work required
to produce maple syrup.
With the Rangers gathered around a
large maple tree, Jacque asked them to
find the side where the sap would best

flow. Using a hand drill with three turns
each, the Rangers tapped their first tree.
The sap began to fill the metal bucket
with a steady trickle.
Next they saw the huge flat tray
where Mark will pour in 640 gallons of
sap from the dozens of taps, and the
immense stack of firewood he’ll use to
cook it down to 16 gallons of thick, rich
syrup. They handled the long-handled

sieve he uses to scoop impurities off the
top, and examined the filters through
which the syrup will be passed three
times. They heard how the Garden
Island Indians followed essentially the
same process in the early 1800s,
sometimes getting hundreds of gallons.
The best part was that at the end of
their outing they got to sample some
syrup from the year’s first yield.

MacEachmharcaigh Construction
when you want to deal with
someone you can trust, there’s

Dan McCafferty
license # 2101179333
26275 McCafferty Lane

231-448-2238
dansarahoct9@tds.net

“A lifetime in construction has taught me the value of honesty, communication, and dedication to craftsmanship.”

Offering Quality Architectural Design Services to
Beaver Islanders for over 25 Years
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th e glow of Ice
Blue ice at Boyle’s Beach in mid
March, thanks to Peg Hoogendoorn.

Steve’s Coming
This just in—highly-regarded
Michigan author Steve Hamilton will
sign copies of his prize-winning books
at the BIHS Art Show at the Gregg
Fellowship Hall on Thursday afternoon, July 21!

Pot of Gold
on the hunt
My
family
has
vacationed
here
“
“ What an incredible site we
every summer for the last 10 years. I witnessed while walking the beach
ran across this photo, which we took in
the summer of 2009. It was funny
because the day we took this the rainbow appeared and a giant rush of cars
headed from town out to the lighthouse,
and there was somewhat of a traffic jam
at the circle. Thought it was cool. Have
a great spring!
– Carol Swayze

The Restaurant
at Beaver Island Lodge
Where the Cuisine is as Wonderful as the View

(Point Lapar). I wished I would have
had my good camera.
I was able to shoot about 12
pictures and if you zoom in on them
there is no doubt it's a Bald Eagle. Truly
amazing.
That's why we love this Island!
– Eric & Theresa Kausrud

- General Contracting
- Specializing in
commercial construction
on Beaver Island

- Homes
- Crane Service
- Projects from remodeling
to cell towers!

Call for more info: 231-448-2235
email beavergemsinc@tds.net

fax 231-448-2740

web www.beavergems.com

231-448-2396
www.beaverislandlodge.com

Beaver Island Rural Health Center

Beaver Island Community Center

CMU Gillingham Academic Center
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B e av e r I s l a n d Co m m u n i t y
rd

FREE Deluxe Continental Breakfast
In-room Refrigerator & Microwave
Wireless Internet Access (free)
Outdoor Pool * Indoor Hot Tub Spa Tower
All Rooms have 25" TV/VCRs

RATES FROM $47.00 off season

Forest View
(located on Beaver Island)
is now accepting applications

T

his beautiful Elderly Community
(elderly is defined as 62 years of
age or disabled of any age) is now
underway and we are ready to begin serving you. For information contact Jane
Crawford today at 989-721-7254 or
jane.crawford@kmgprestige.com.
Applications are also available
through Pete Lodico at 231-448-2004 or
the Health Center. Rent is based on
income, starting at $567. ALL utilities are
included so there are no extra surprises to
your wallet. 1- and 2-BR designs and 1-BR
Barrier-free units are available. This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider.
TDD# 800-649-3777.

BURRIS MASONRY
Brick, Block, Stone.

(231) 448-2213.

May 3 Annual School Election:
Beaver Island voters will once
again be asked to RENEW the school’s
operational millage. The requested
millage renewal amount is 15.7908 on
non-homestead property. It is the same
operational millage amount that has
been levied for more than 18 years. All
of this money stays in the district to run
our K-12 program. If you own just your
primary residence (homestead property) or qualified agricultural property,
you do not pay this tax. Proceeds from
this millage account for approximately
75% of the school’s general fund
revenue.
The following people have been
nominated to fill vacancies on the
Beaver Island Board of Education:
Jessica Anderson and Brian Cole, both

current board members are running
unopposed for two four-year school
board terms. Also on the ballot will be
the election of Charlevoix-Emmet
Intermediate School District board
members. The following people have
been nominated to fill open seats on that
board of education: Beverly Osetck,
Jane Roberts and Selma Chellis.
A more complete informational
flyer will be mailed to all P.O. box
holders in late April. Voting for the
school election is held at the St. James
Township Hall.
Isolated Schools’ Funding in
Jeopardy:
When Governor Snyder presented
his school aid budget on February 17 to
a joint committee of the legislature,
Section 22d funding for Isolated School

Budget Tightening
New governor Rick Snyder
announced that to relieve Michigan’s
financial crisis he expects budget cuts
everywhere—up and down the tree of
government. Local communities that
don't tighten their belts may forfeit that
portion of their budget which comes
from state revenue sharing.
That has started a few people wondering if now is the time to investigate
combining the two townships into
one—perhaps using a seven-person

board, with three from each former
township.
The main objection has been the
different tax rates–which could be overcome by lowering the taxable values in
Peaine and raising them in St. James,
across the board, and using a single millage. As property changed hands, the
true values would gradually return.
All the money spent on legal fees in
inter-township negotiations could be
used for something we really need.

School News
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Districts was not included. Since 2003,
Section 22d funding has helped provide
for the very basic instructional needs of
students in Michigan’s five most
isolated school districts: Beaver Island,
Paradise, Grand Marais, Mackinac
Island, and DeTour. The BICS receives
approximately $114,000 from this state
funding source, and it is essential to our
operation. The school board and
administration is doing everything
possible to get Section 22d funding
reinstated in the budget before the final
legislative vote in late spring. BICS
parents will receive an email with more
information about this, along with
contact information so they can let state
legislators know how important it is to
fund a school on Beaver Island.
Community members are also encour-

aged to contact legislators and may get
more information about such a contact
from the school office.
Beaver Island Community
School MEAP Scores Strong
Again :
Fall 2010 MEAP results were just
released to the public, and, once again,
Beaver Island Community School
results are very strong – among the
highest in the state on Michigan
Educational Assessment Program tests!
Average % of Beaver Island
Community School students who meet
or exceed 2010 MEAP standards
(grades 3-9):
Math: 97%
Reading: 90%
Science: 100%
Social Studies: 87%

Muddy Boots
There's a new Spring in my step
That wasn't there before,
And now I can't help bringing
Outside in the door.
The Robin calls me out–
For a special smell in the air,
While my boots they are a'sinking
Although it isn't fair.
It's Spring’s lovely profusion,
Tracking into the room–
Funny how it doesn't bring
It's composting blend of perfume.

– Dawn George
And if you leave your mark,
Across kitchen, hall and floorIf you forget to take them off
On your way inside the door–
Leaving all the evidence
Like Spring fever of your kind,
Then later you'll be getting
A piece of someone’s mind.
But you'll be happy knowing
You answered Nature’s call,
For rising from the oblivious muck
Will soon be flowers tall!

7.
31.

Happy Spring! No Foolin’
Time for Violets, Dutchman’s Britches,
Grape Hyacinths, and Spring Cleaning
Dress Up Your Home
and You Too Will Feel Like New

Making Art A Part
of Everyday Living
For a different Island
experience come and shop in this
“home away from home”—
where you'll find unique gifts, fine
furnishing, and accessories for your
tent, cottage, or home.
We get rave reviews!
Complimentary giftwrapping and design
services on request.You
shouldn't leave Beaver Island
without a trip to MONTAAGE.

D
C
NEW CONSTRUCTION
REMODEL
COTTAGE OPENING,
CLOSING, CLEANING, +
MAINTENANCE
! SHOWER & BATHROOM
DESIGN
! FURNACE & BOILER
SERVICE + INSTALLATION
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!

FAUCET + FIXTURE
REPLACEMENT
WATER HEATER
REPLACEMENT + SERVICE
WELL MAINTENANCE
LICENSED HVAC
INSTALLATION + REPAIR
LP APPLIANCE + SUPPLY
INSTALLATION

Call 231-675-8692

I CAN FIX ANY LEAKY
FAUCET OR PIPES
! PLUGGED SEPTIC LINES
! WATER SOFTENER
INSTALLATION + SERVICE
! DISCOUNTED SERVICE
RATES FOR YEAR ROUND
RESIDENTS
!

È

26435 Donegal Bay Road,
Beaver Island

231-448-2802
Call Liz or Judy (448-2441)
to meet you at your convenience
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Walden Pond

A map that Henry David Thoreau, a
surveyor by trade, made of Walden Pond
in 1846 lists its circumference as 1.7
miles. On an abnormally hot May
afternoon, my friend and I take more
than an hour to make the circuit on the
paths provided by the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts. We stop often to
look—at the families and teenagers on
the narrow sand beaches of what is one
of the few freshwater swimming holes in
greater Boston, at the kayakers, at the
markers where Thoreau’s shack is
believed to have stood.
The pond is what geologists call a
“kettle hole,” formed more than 10,000
years ago when the last glacier in New
England slowly melted away. Large
chunks of ice broke off and became
surrounded and covered by vast
amounts of sand and gravel carried by
streams flowing from the glacier. As
these blocks melted, they left behind
depressions that eventually filled with
water. The site was acquired by the state
in 1922, and now, according to the free
brochure, is part of 411 acres of
“protected open space” where “visitors
from near and far may come to
experience the pond that inspired
Thoreau.” For a pilgrim in search of
Thoreau, the experience is filled with
incongruities.
The 61-acre pond is polluted. Small
signs surround it and warn of low levels
of mercury. Children under 12 and
pregnant women “should not eat” its
fish.

Pickerel, which Thoreau called the
pond’s “chief boast,” disappeared 100
years ago, and are now restocked
annually by the state. Near “Thoreau’s
Cove,” close to the shack site, we spot
enormous, colorful koi in the shallow
water. “Probably not a native species,”
my friend jokes.
The shores of the pond have eroded
under the footsteps of the 600,000
visitors who trample the paths and
beaches every year, so the state has a
major restoration project underway.
The forest of Thoreau’s day had
been trimmed and by the 1920s was
almost entirely cut down—in part to
clear the way for an excursion park built
in 1866 by the Fitchburg Railroad,
which had just laid tracks through the
area when Thoreau began his two-year
stay at the pond. A new forest, planted to
resemble the mix of hardwoods and
softwoods that surrounded Thoreau, is
taking hold.
My friend drove us here from
downtown Boston in his new hybrid
Toyota, which uses a computer to
alternate between a gasoline engine and
electric motor, and has delivered
47 miles to the gallon. He runs a
nonprofit organization that helps
people develop environmental careers,
and has 7,000 alumni. He sees himself as
a “third wave” environmentalist—not a
preservationist (first wave) or a
regulator/litigator (second wave), but a
“sustainable community” advocate.
After our walk, we sit at the edge of

the beach. I ask my friend if he finds the
pond disappointing. “Yes and no,” he
says. “No, because I am impressed that
so many people are here, participating,
doing stuff that resonates for them. Yes,
because this is more of a recreational site
than a spiritual site. You can be inspired
by recreation, but it would be nice if
there was a spiritual component to it.”
The “preserved” place does not tell
Thoreau’s story, of what happened here
so long ago. Thoreau swam, and fished,
and hiked, and boated here, too, but he
was not an amenities seeker. He came to
the pond to find the isolation and, yes,
leisure, that would allow him to explore
his inner landscape—and to develop its
relationship to the nature around him.
“If you ask people why they get
involved with environmental activities,”
my friend says, “invariably they tell a
story about somebody—a grandparent,
a teacher—who gave them an
experience…about a butterfly or a bird,
whatever.” For many readers, the
somebody was Thoreau and the
experience was reading Walden. In
2001, the Sierra Club ranked this book,
which has been reissued in more than
150 editions, translated into virtually
every language, and sold to millions, as
one of the 10 most important books in
American environmentalism. Not bad
after a slow start: Thoreau labored
through seven drafts to complete the
manuscript of Walden, which in its first
year of publication sold a total of 1,744
—Peter Plastrik
copies.

I n M e m o r y : B a i l e y K at h l e e n L o t t O ' D o n n e l l
Bailey O'Donnell, 12, of Traverse
City, passed away on March 13 at home,
surrounded by her loving family, from
complications of the Sanfilippo syndrome type A. Bailey was born March
25, 1998, to Michael D. O'Donnell and
Anne Marie Lott in Traverse City.
Bailey enjoyed going to school,
seeing all of her friends and watching

Mickey Mouse and Blues Clues. She
loved watching baseball games and
“rocking out” to music with her daddy.
Shopping and spending time with her
mommy was also a great joy for Bailey.
Bailey especially loved spending
time on Beaver Island with her whole
family and most importantly with her
grandparents. Her fondest memory was

her Make-A-Wish trip to Florida with
her family. Surviving Bailey are her
parents; siblings, Josh, Heather and
Ronnie; grandparents, Richard and Janet
O'Donnell, of Beaver Island; and
numerous aunts, uncles, cousins and
friends. Bailey was preceded in death by
her grandparents, Kathleen Wingle and
Ivan “Grandpa Stumpy” Lott.

C o n n ' s C o v e P r e s e r v e N a m e d Teac her Laud ed
A newly-preserved 20-acre
property along the northeast side of
Beaver Island has been given the name
“Conn’s Cove Preserve.” The name is
rooted in the historic ownership of the
land. The 1900 plat map shows ownership of the property to have been by

James McCauley, aka “Jimmy Conn,”
who was born on Beaver Island in 1860.
Just south of the land lies “Conn’s
Point,” where Conn McCauley was
known to keep his fishing boat on a
sheltered pond. Of course Conn himself
is long gone.

The Michigan Educational Association just named its “Outstanding Person in Education” award for this area:
Deborah Robert, who has taught 5th and
6th grade at our Beaver Island School for
the past 18 years.
Congratulations, Deb!
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T h e G o v e r n m e n t B o at P ay s a C a l l

B r e a k i n g t h e B ay - S p r i n g B e g i n s

W

ho won the limerick contest? Well, Bob Banville
entered, so.... Ryan and

Amanda finished second, and Keith
third. The Paddy Wagon Race went to
Andy, Amelia, Casey, and Cristy in

1:21. Everyone heard: Chuck Popp won
the fish toss for the 7th time, and Theresa
Martin took the lady’s prize.

T h e G r e at D ay O n B e a v e r I s l a n d

The Fish Stomp went to Bill, Gary,
Christina, and Keith in 48.4 seconds. A
shout out to Layla Hall for spitting out

her minnow, doing another twirl, getting it back and swallowing it! Jeanne
and Kathy were king and queen! Dan,

Drew, and Peg took Minute to Win it.
Thanks go to Andy and Bill Kohls,
Ed Troutman, Neil “Everready” Green,

A long and two shorts from the
booming air horn on the Neah Bay was
like an operatic aria commanding Ice

Be Gone! The foot-thick Harbor covering crinkled like sidewalk ice under a
child’s foot as the mighty ship charged

through at 15 knots, slicing and crushing
it beneath its prow. A hundred people
gathered at the Point or the Dock as the
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the Shamrock, the Doghouse Boodlers,
P-A-U-L, Ninja Dave, Chuck, Clan-naGael, and Denise, Laura, and Kathy.

camera crew from 9 & 10 circled
overhead and the ship made
repeated curtain calls. We had

It was a great day to be Irish, or
almost Irish. It was a great day to see
your friends. It was a great day to let

your hair down and be a little crazy.
Most of all, it was a great day to be on
Beaver Island.

hoped the ship would tie up
and her crew come ashore
so we could teach them a

new way to do the Irish jig, but the Captain did not believe what happens on the
Beaver stays on the Beaver.
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R

In Search of the Essence

C

indy Ricksgers is, at the
very least, Beaver Island’s
most dedicated artist. She
has pursued her goal all her life with
little deviation, even managing to
squeeze in a few moments when she
was consumed by the raising of her
family. She has been a consummate
professional in her other pursuits,
teaching college art classes or working
at the Shamrock or Powers’ Hardware,
but through it all it was her art that
sustained her.
Early on she was hooked on a few
shimmering images, remnants from a
fuzzy dream, and began a life-long pursuit of their meaning. Looking at her
path over the past thirty years makes
one think of a cowboy who lassos a
prairie dog just before it darts down a

Signs

hole, and refuses to let go, even when
the quarry enters an underground labyrinth where dark tunnels endlessly twist
and entwine. She has that same dogged
determination to see where her path will
lead, to never give up–no matter what.
While capable in many modes, her
direction has narrowed its primary
focus to a kind of painting/print-making
hybrid in which she creates her own
plate, makes several prints, adds color
to the prints, and then overprints the
colored sheets with a carefully-rubbed
plate to seal in the image. She is always
varying the paper, ink, and her technique. The entire process is encapsulated in the finished work, yet it cannot
be read without prior knowledge.
Keeping no secrets, she readily
explains, and yet the mystery of what
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she creates is only enhanced. “See?”
she might comment, “that’s what I’m
after. That thing just beyond.”
Since what she’s chasing transcends mere logic, her constant
experiments involve the introduction of
randomness—as if she’s practicing the
tarot of art. Her grid-like assemblages
bring this approach to the fore. There is
something at the core of life which we
are incapable of grasping, something
that darts away as we get close yet
delights in teasing us by coruscating
just beyond our reach. We can only
approach it by dropping our presumptions—a lengthy process—and going
naked into the warm pool, guided only
by the intensity of the hum in our bones.
That’s what Cindy does. It’s called
living for art.

—Charlie Donaldson

Put on layers of clothing and slip on ice,
Carry in firewood, get struck in the drive,
Work outside, fingers get so cold they hurt,
Shovel the walk till you can't stand up.
Oh we're so weary, winter's so tiring.
Then one morning,
Just when we can't stand another day of cold or snow,
Just when, thank God, it's April,
Here it is, the forecast: Ten tomorrow and more ice.
But one day finally spring comes in earnest,
Bearing love and amazing gifts,
Luminously green, fragrantly astonishing, joyously calling,
And each of us, in our own way, welcomes the first signs of
spring.
For some,
It's the thaw, when things are, as cummings said,
“Mud-luscious and puddle-wonderful.”
For others, the first raising of windows
Fresh oxygen mingling with stale antique air
Closeted for 187 days.
Take a long breath, it happens once a year.
For still others, it's busting outdoors
In shirtsleeves free of coats and boots and other winter
hindrances.
Then too, those crocuses so suddenly appear—wildly pink—
And daffodils screaming yellow against used dead leaves
Give us a thrill.
Too, first hoots of gulls, cranes, and Canadian geese
Flying high, loudly announcing their proud return.
Not so genial but undeniably spring:
Muddy lakes and half-tracks displace fairly flat dirt roads.
You meander along, gazing up at the red buds on trees
Suddenly sunken ruts rudely seize the steering wheel
Lurching you and your car wildly side to side.

On the phone with a friend,
I look out toward the lake
There, beyond old ice and snow,
There it is, the surprise:
Water.
Gleaming, sparkling, dazzling, deep blue in the sun.
I had quite forgot, after months of freezing winter, Water,
Such largesse, you come back to me,
I sigh, what a sight.
Summer is for embrace: lovers, family reunions, softball, and play.
Fall, rich in gold and burgundy, for gratitude: harvest, apples, crisp
days.
Winter is for distance: long lines in snow, solitude and survival.
Spring is for surprise.
No other season emits so much wonder.
It astonishes, astounds, amazes us.
There, everywhere, a phantasmagoria for the senses,
Proudly declaring that hard-man-winter is wobbling away,
And spring, a happy plump curious baby, toddles her way around the
yard.
In the fantastic days of March and April,
Each year, the riotous players take their part in the parade.
Every year, in their right place in the order of things,
They stop and preen, sing their song, and, then bowing, move along.
Fragile flowers and honking geese startle us because, since last year, we'd
forgotten them.
A fuzzy memory haunts us,
But this year's gifts so flabbergast that they seem completely new.
Now, we'll forget them, again emptying ourselves for the surprise
next year.
If spring came twice a month, or after some season other than winter,
We'd be less affected, even blasé.
It's the dance of the seasons and our own short memories
That make spring the lovely thing it is.
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F i r s t B e av e r I s l a n d L i g h t ho u s e F u n d —

S

ailing to Beaver Island
included some surprises for a
Chicago couple. The first
came when a wind storm hit just as they
arrived at the Island, providing some
unexpected excitement before they
safely made it to the dock. The second
surprise came the next day when the
couple took a tour of the island.
“We discovered the Beaver Island
Lighthouse School – a place where
exceptional things are happening,” said

Beth Urech, a Michigan native.
Urech and her husband Mark
Gillingham were so impressed with the
school, students and their projects that
they set up a scholarship fund and
named it 10-10-10 Beaver Island Lighthouse School Scholarship, to commemorate their wedding date. Making a
difference for humanity and in gratitude
for the abundance in their lives is the
spirit behind the scholarship.
“We have enough toasters, and

blenders,” Urech said. “We both love
Michigan, and we wanted to make a
lasting donation.” The couple’s wedding
invitation explicitly requested all gifts
be contributions to the fund, which has
grown more than five times since it
began in October.
The first recipient of the award was
Katie Dougherty, who graduated this
winter as the class valedictorian.
Dougherty, originally a Central
Lake resident, dropped out of Elk Rapids High School during her senior year.
However, she excelled in the Beaver
Island Lighthouse School program,
academically and socially, earning ‘A’s

BI Calendar
April 15 – Legislators visit Beaver Island, see page 4.
April 16 – Easter Egg Scramble and Visits with the Easter Bunny 1:00 pm
in the BICS Gym
April 17 – Forest View Sneak Peak
Hardhat Tour, see page 9.
April 17 - Talking Threads Just One
Star, see page 32.
April 19 – BICS Spring Recital, Community Center, 7:00 pm
April 24 – Easter Brunch at NOON at
the Gregg Fellowship Hall
th
th
April 29 – BICS 5 & 6 grade play,
Community Center, 7:00 pm
April 30 – Beaver Island Citizen of the
Year Banquet at Stoney Acre Grill.
Entrées include Sirloin Tips Gaelic,
Roast Half-Chicken with Mushrooms, and Yellow Lake Perch. Cost
per dinner is $20. Please call Stoney
Acre Grill & Pub (231) 448-2560 for
reservations.
May 29 – 1st Annual Gail’s Walk, 3:00
June 13 - 15 – Archivists conference:
the public is invited. See page 9.
June 18 – Open House both Museums

Antler Point
The Beaver Island Wildlife Club
th
will host a meeting at 7 pm on April 11
at the Community Center where the
DNR will solicit comments on the proposal to require bucks to have at least
three points on one side to be legal
while deer hunting on Beaver Island. As
part of this plan an exemption for hunters sixteen years of age and younger has
been suggested.

C o u p l e S ta r t s S c h o l a r s h i p F u n d
on her report card and working as a
writer for the school newspaper. Her
future plans include attending Northwestern Michigan College in the fall of
2011 as a step toward her career goal in
forensic science.
While the scholarship fund was
originally set up to accept donations
from Urech and Gillinghams’ wedding
guests, it is now open to anyone who
would like to make a contribution. To
make donations to the 10-10-10 Scholarship Fund, call Beth Urech and Mark
Gillingham at 312-913-9071, or contact
Jan Warren, Michigan Works Program
Director, at 231-922-6326.

For more information, visit
www.101010scholarship.info or
www.nwm.org/contributions.asp
The Beaver Island Lighthouse
School is a residential, co-educational
school for students ages 16-21 who may
be having difficulty making positive
choices in academics and social environments. Classes include math, science, English, and social studies
courses, and expand outward toward
responsibilities in a work environment
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and experiences in camping trips and
outdoor activities. The program also
incorporates personal enrichment in
group counseling, career awareness, and
presentations by agency professionals
on relevant youth issues.
The school exists through partnerships between the Northwest Michigan
Council of Governments, Northwest
Michigan Works!, Traverse Bay Intermediate School District and Charlevoix
Public School District.

of Events
nd

June 23 - 25 – 2 Annual Beaver Island
Bike Festival
June 24 – 27 – Camp Quality Beaver
Island Teen Camp
July 10 – Third annual Beaver Island
Archipelago Challenge poker run
to benefit the Beaver Island
Community Center.
July 14 - 16 – Beaver Island Music
Festival
July 16 – Women’s Golf Tourney
July 18 - 23 – Museum Week 2011, including a new Beaver Tales about the
Shoe Tree on 7-23 at the Community
Center
July 20 - 22 – BIHS Art Show at the
Gregg Fellowship Center
July 24 - 31 – Baroque on Beaver
July 30 – Livingstone Studio Meet the
Artists.
August 12 - 14 – Homecoming
August 13 – Bake Sale, Gregg Fellowship Center, 9:00 - 12:00
October 8 – Bite of Beaver Island and
the Island Boodle
November 24 – Thanksgiving Dinner,
Gregg Fellowship Hall, 6:00

Restrictions
A discussion regarding Wildlife
Certification will also occur at this meeting. We strongly encourage all interested parties to come to this meeting.
The meeting will be attended by
members of the DNR Wildlife Division
and the DNR Natural Resources
Commission.
Comments can be sent by email to
beaverislandcomments@michigan.gov

GORDON’s AUTO CLINIC
Full Service Auto Repair
Winter Storage
Winter Snow Plowing
Vehicle Pick-Up
& Delivery Service
24-hour Wrecker Service

McDonough’s
Market

Gordon’s
Auto
Clinic

YE A R - R O U N D A U T O R E N T A L
GORDON HEIKKA, OWNER (231) 448-2438
Michigan Certified Master Mechanic MI10391
P.O. Box 175, St James, MI 49782

Emerald Isle Hotel

Canal near apartment

Panini lunch
Veggie delivery

San Marco square with polizia

On Murano – public art . Me and my 2 friends

Vittorio’s glass butterflies & bird

Shoes anyone?

Cookie in bakery

Laundry day

Veggie boat
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www.emeraldislehotel.com

Very Nice Rooms
with kitchens
& Apartment Suites

Right on the edge
of Town, the Island’s
newest Hotel
one block from the Ferry Dock
Conference Room . Free WIFI Internet access
for reservations, please call 231.448.2376

Viva Mur ano

S

cusi Senore, dove posso
trovare il caffe? (Where do I
find coffee?) Italy has outstanding coffee and the coffee shop was
one of the first places we found in our
new neighborhood square, Campo Santo
Margherita in Venice. In October 2010
I made my second visit to Italy with two
female friends. We merged at Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport, arriving from
Chicago, Ann Arbor, and Houston, flying
over the snow-covered Italian Alps to
“Venezia” – Venice. We made our way to
Venice via bus from the airport. We were
meeting Maurizo, our very handsome
Venetian rental agent. Maurizo was fluent in English but we were not fluent in
Italian; the majority of folks in Venice do
not speak English. Maurizo found us
amongst the crowds at Piazalle Roma,
and guided us to our home away from
home for the next two weeks in the
Sestiere Dorsoduro.
No glassmaking class this trip; I just
wanted to live like a Venetian this time
around. Of course, much time was spent
looking at Venetian beads and jewelry,
and one day was spent on the island of
Murano visiting several of my artisan
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friends and admiring the beautiful glass.
The longer I was in Venice, the more
it seemed like Beaver Island – believe it
or not! It is an island, or actually several
islands, where everything is delivered by
boat or in small carts on the walkways, or
calles. There are no cars in Venice and
consequently the air is clear of exhaust
fumes although you may smell some
diesel fumes from the vaporettos. To get
around Venice you walk, rain or shine, or
hop on the vaporetto, which is like a bus
without wheels – it is a boat. We bought
iMob cards so we could get on the
vaporetto anywhere, anytime. This card
has a photo, an embedded chip with all
our personal information, and is loaded
with a specific amount of euros; you just
put it in front of a card reader and get on
the boat. You can even ride the vaporetto
for locals if you have an iMob card.
Our Venetian apartment was on a
calle near a college so there was quite a
bit of foot traffic. We were up one floor
and the building walls were thick stone
with thick windows and shutters so it was
relatively quiet. With two bedrooms, two
bathrooms, a little sitting room, and a
large kitchen/living area, we were very

comfortable in our new home. The
kitchen had a small refrigerator, a
cooktop, a microwave, an oven we didn't
know how to use, and a dishwasher. We
had a small washing machine but it took
so much time to do such a tiny amount of
wash that we just washed things by hand
and hung them on the line outside our
kitchen window.
The Venetians do not have dryers but
most have a line outside their apartment
window. We had a TV but did not watch
it. Everything is recycled, just like on
Beaver Island. Every day was pickup (by
handcart) of a different material, i.e.
organics, glass, paper, plastic, etc. There
were big fines if you mismarked your
bags. You put them outside the door every morning before 8 a.m. A civil servant
picked them up to transport to a garbage/recycle boat in a nearby canal.
Where it all went after that I don't know.
We bought fresh vegetables every day
from the veggie vendor in Campo Santa
Margharita and fresh fish from the fish
vendors. There was free Wi-Fi in the
Campo so I took my iPad down there
every evening to update my blog
www.BeaverIslandJewelry.blogspot.com,

At the Heart of a Good Community
Community DNR Meeting – Monday, April 11 7pm
Legislators Luncheon – Friday, April 15 12:30pm. Meet,
greet and lunch with a group of Senators and Representatives
visiting Beaver Island. An opportunity to let our lawmakers get
to know some Senior Islanders!
BICS Spring Recital Tuesday, April 19
7pm
BICS 5th/6th Grade Play: “Putting
on Heirs” by Michal Jacot. Friday, April 29
7pm – Get ready for tons of fun and an
outpouring of laughter with this hysterical
romp performed by an all-star BICS cast!

Check out www.beaverislandcommunitycenter.org for updated listings, and times
New Google Calendar of Events, Movies, & Activities!
Sunday Dinner
April 17 11am – 12:30pm.
Roast Beef & Pork, Sweet
Potatoes, Sauteed Brussels
Sprouts, and Fruit Salad!
Followed by a “Sneak-Peek
Hard-Hat Dessert Tour” of
the New Beaver Island Forest
View Community!

HOURS: Mon – Fri 10am - 6pm

Movies – Saturday DOUBLE
FEATURES! TWO movies
every Saturday! Matinee
showing at 3 pm (G or PG).
Evening showing at 7 pm
Wednesday, April 27 12pm
Senior Scams Awareness

Sat 9am - 9pm . Closed Sunday

phone: 231-448-2022 . email: bicommunitycenter@tds.net

Commercial & Residential Construction
specializing in custom wood homes

Ernest Martin
Beaver Island Office
Phone 231-448-2074
Fax 231-448-2047
email: kmcontractorsllc@gmail.com
web: www.kmcontractors.net

Shell bead by Paolo Cendenese on Murano (my bead)

Grand Canal
Jewelry window

Wine delivery

Lions – symbol of Venice everywhere!

Hollow beads that I bought by Davidae Salvatore on Murano

Billa grocery delivery

Mask

Canal view

28.

Larry Laurain Construction
Licensed and Insured

Ron Wojan - General Contractor Inc.

Q

uality Built Homes
with attention to
detail and customer
satisfaction. We build a
variety of projects from
small cabins to Lodges.
Ron has over 30 years
experience building homes
on the Island.

Custom Home Construction
Remodel Additions Garages

ronwojangc@tds.net

231-448-2400

36869 Kings Highway . Beaver Island Michigan 49782

Free your inner architect and enjoy
a worry-free project by working with
Larry Laurain Construction.
Custom New Homes
as well as quality additions and remodels.

231.448.2055

write emails and Skype with my husband.
My friends used a “Vodaphone” USB
attachment to get Wi-Fi in our apartment.
For other food items we found the
Billa grocery about a ten-minute walk.
One day we saw how the store was restocked—a large barge delivered a semitruck and items were off-loaded from the
truck to the store – like McDonough’s,
where the semi-truck comes on the ferry.
Of course since we were only walking in
Venice, we could only buy what we
could carry, and that limited our food and
wine purchases. The store was about the
size of McDonough’s before they enlarged but there was a lot packed into it.
The Venice store does not carry large
quantities of candy, chips, soda, or liquors like you see in most large supermarkets here in the States. One item I
wish I would have brought home with
me was Italian coffee; it was excellent.
Our typical dinner cooked at our apartment was fresh pasta, fresh vegetables,
some kind of meat such as chicken, sausage, or fresh fish, fresh bread, and wine.
Most Venetians we saw or met were thin;
I guess it helps to have to walk everywhere and be selective in what you buy!
In Venice we visited Vittorio
Costantini’s bead making shop. He

makes fantastic, life-like birds, butterflies, owls, insects from glass melted
with a torch. Some of his “beads” you
would not guess were made out of glass!
We went to the Orsoni mosaic factory
where smalti are created – the little
pieces of glass used in mosaics. We saw
the process from the creation of the glass
with silica sand to the completion of the
little pieces of smalti. Mosaics from
Orsoni can be seen around Venice as well
as in the Westminster Abbey in London.
One day was spent on the island of
Murano (located in the lagoon), a short
vaporetto ride from Venice. Murano is
the island of glass where glass bead making got its start. In 1291 all the glassmakers in Venice were forced to move to
Murano due to the risk of fires. In the
following century, exports began, and the
island became famous, initially for glass
beads and mirrors. Of course, as a glass
beadmaker, Murano is my “mecca.”
The “Vetro Artistico Murano” trademark protects the artistic glass items
made on Murano and is stamped on all
glass made there. Lucio Bubbaco, an
internationally-known glassmaker, has
his studio on Murano and is the artisan
with whom I took a class a couple years
ago. We visited him while on Murano, as

VAN & GEO RENTAL

well as Paolo Cenedese, who makes 29.
seashells so lifelike you think they
were picked up off the beach.
While we were living in Venice we
saw the result of Acqua Alta (high water)
a couple of times in San Marco Square.
The lower areas of Venice are continually flooded between fall and spring from
winds, high tides, and some subsidence
of land. The MOSE Project (acronym for
Modulo Sperimentale Elettro-meccanico
— in English, Experimental Electromechanical Module) is a project intended to
protect the city of Venice from flooding.
It’s an integrated defense system consisting of rows of mobile gates able to isolate
the Venetian Lagoon from the Adriatic
Sea when the tide reaches above an established level (about 3.6’) and up to a
maximum of 9.8’. Together with other
complementary measures, such as
coastal reinforcement, the raising of
quaysides, and paving and improvement
of the lagoon environment, these barriers
will protect Venice from extreme events
such as the floods and from morphological degradation. December 23, 2009 was
one of the latest high measurements with
~144 cm (~4.7') of water; 194 cm (~6.3')
on November 4, 1966 was the highest
since 1923. That's a lot of water to be

Beaver Island Marina

PICK UP AT BOAT OR PLANE
At Your Service:
Transient Slips
Fuel - Charts - Shipstore
Auto & Boat Repair
Licensed Mechanic
Storage & More

Multi-Day Discounts
4 HR. Rates available

Call: 448-2300
BEAVER ISLAND MARINA
E-MAIL: Pat@BeaverIslandMarina.com

Gas Station and Car Rental
Gold Card Savings
Check out our ship store: Gifts, Bait, and More.

25860 Main - P.O. Box 76 -Photograph
Beaver Island,
MI
49782
by Alan and
Kathy
Brouard
MARINA (231) 448-2300 - FAX (231) 448-2763
AUTO / REPAIR SHOP (231) 448-2307

www.beaverislandmarina.com

wading through!
We were in San Marco Square two
different times when Acqua Alta was
happening. One morning we woke up in
our apartment to sirens sounding in the
distance. We didn't know what it was for
but later when we happened to go to San
Marco Square we saw water everywhere! They had set up elevated walkways throughout the square for people
without boots to walk on. They are about
3' high and 4' wide so people can care-

And the classic Gondola

Nancy with lion
Walkway

View of vaporetto on Grand Canal from a museum
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fully walk both ways. Police were standing in the water directing people-traffic
as people would stop, take pictures (not
me!) or wait for their friends, holding up
everyone trying to get through. We saw
people with suitcases trying to navigate
these elevated walkways without knocking other folks off into the water.
The stores by the square and in the
low areas have little gates, like moveable dams, across their doorways to keep
the water back. One coffee bar on the

BREAKFAST LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS
Breakfast Mon.- Sat. 7 am- 11 am Sun. 9 am - 12 pm
$5 Lunch Specials M- F 11 am- 2 pm
Dinner 5- 8 pm
MONDAY PIZZA BUFFET ALL U CAN EAT
$6.95 adult $4.95 child
WEDNESDAY ETHNIC NIGHT
FRIDAY BBQ RIBS
SATURDAY PRIME RIB
SUNDAY FRIED CHICKEN AT DINNER–
Happy Hour All day

San Marco Square had the employees
standing in the foot-deep water waiting
for customers!
Right now I am taking an Italian
Conversation Class, trying to learn
some Italian for our next trip in about a
year. Venice is a fascinating, intriguing,
historical and beautiful city with so
many out of the way places to explore.
The cappuccinos are waiting! Bella
Venezia!
– Nancy Peterson

Connaghan
Construction
COMPLETE BUILDING AND REMODEL
ADDITIONS, GARAGES,
DECKS, PATIOS, PORCHES
KITCHENS AND BATHS, FLOORS AND MORE
FREE ESTIMATES
TONYCONNAGHAN@GMAIL.COM
231 448 2343
CELL 616 843 5381
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Ta l e n t S H o w

For many years the Island talent
show brought kids and adults together to
brighten up the interim between winter
and spring. Adam Richards brought it

back this year: the strings showed off
their stuff; Sheri impressed; the middle
school kids delivered many laughs; baby
Richards enjoyed watching dad dance

ANDERSON AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY

while holding back until next year, possibly daunted by the girls’ routine; and
Liam pleased the crowd by giving that
pesky land shark a good bop.

BONADEO ENTERPRISES, INC.
Proudly serving customers on Beaver Island for 30 Years.

Home Construction Driveways & Excavation Concrete & Redi-Mix
Fireplaces & Stonework Septic Systems
Natural Stone & Plant Landscaping
Dealer and Factory-Trained Installer for the Super-Insulated

REWARD WALL SYSTEM
Please call for an onsite meeting, plan review and estimate.
J o n B on a d e o
Licensed Builder

Lakefront, Commercial & Inland Properties For Sale

e-mail aap.mba@charter.net

phone 231-947-4598

Cell: 231-459-6861 Email: jbonadeo@tds.net
www.beaverisland.org/bonadeo-enterprises
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“Gail’s Walk”

In honor of Gail Weede, each year
there will be a Memorial Weekend Walk
to help Island families with medical
needs. A minimum donation of $10/ is
requested for this 5k untimed event;
children 5 and under are no charge.
Commemorative long sleeve shirts
are available for $10 (please pre-order
th
by April 15 ). To pre-register, make
your check out to BIRHC, put: “Gail’s
Walk” in memo, and mail to Beth
Croswhite, Box 143, Beaver Island.
If you can’t join us but would like to
donate to this worthy cause, please do.
This walk will begin and end at the
Public Beach parking lot. Any questions: Beth Croswhite 448-2820 or
Dawn Marsh 448-2910.

J u s t O n e S ta r A p r i l E v e n i n g
Talking Threads Quilt Guild invites S e d u c t i o n
you to join in honoring soldiers who
have been injured in the line of duty
while serving in Iraq or Afghanistan.
All sewers of all levels are asked to
join the effort to assemble Just One Star
blocks. Judi will provide step-by-step
instructions. Our star blocks will be sent
to the Just One Star project to be assembled into quilts for the wounded Marines. soldiers, airmen, and sailors.
All interested Islanders are invited
Sunday, April 17, 2011 from 1:30 -4:30
(questions, please call Judi at 2963 or
Donna at 2797). Sewing machines, neutral thread, fabric, and cutting tools will
be needed, but not required. You may
come “just to help.”

April evening enfolds me
we waltz into the
magnolia-petaled night

in Marketing and Advertising, Booher
also was the Sponsorship Manager for
the Detroit Zoological Society, and held
marketing positions for Saab Cars USA
and Saturn Corporation.
At the CCCF she will work parttime coordinating the Foundation’s
scholarship program. Jennifer will also
provide leadership to the Youth
Advisory Committee, which is comprised of 16 local high school students
who oversee the Foundation’s milliondollar Youth Fund. She will also
contribute to the Foundation’s market-

ing initiatives and web initiatives.
“We're delighted to add Jennifer to
our team,” said Foundation President
Chip Hansen, adding, “her skill set and
personality are perfect for the position,
and her nonprofit experience and
background in marketing and fund
development will be major assets.”
Booher is excited about the
possibilities too. “I am thrilled to have
the opportunity to further the good
work of nonprofit organizations in
Charlevoix County and look forward to
being a part of their continued success.”

blue on blue moon
wearing a ring of iridescent silver
courts Jupiter in a stately dance
whirling slowly in fixed positions
orbits of restraint
I did not anticipate your
invitation to dance,
my wish to follow…
falling helplessly
through corridors
of stars
—Phyllis Kayne

N e w C C C F S ta f f
Jennifer Booher has joined the
Charlevoix County Community
Foundation as the new Scholarship and
Youth Advisory Committee Program
Associate. Mrs. Booher, of Boyne City,
comes to the CCCF with a wealth of
experience working with area nonprofit
agencies, previously serving as
the Development Director at Camp
Daggett and working as an independent
consultant with her company, True
North Consulting and Grant Writing
Services, LLC.
A 1998 graduate of MSU with a BA

In Memory: June DeRosia
June DeRosia passed away on
March 18. She was 71, and lived here
from the early 1970s to the early 1980s
before moving to Onaway. June was
born in 1939 in Flint to Nelson and June

Wooley. June is survived by her husband
Richard. June had five children, Sherrie
DeRosia, Tina Wilson, Debbie
Stoneham, Tonia Lewis, and Peggy
DeRosia. All the children are still in this

world along with thirteen grandchildren
and three great grandchildren. June has a
brother still living, Nelson Wooley; and
two sisters, Billy Mae Wooley and Mary
Louise Bland. No services are planned.

owned the Rustic Villa, which their
family had purchased from Karl Felix
upon his departure for a Maine boatbuilding school. She came back each
summer to see friends and relax. Ellen

had earned kudos for an ice-skating
routine she performed in India, worked
in labor negotiations with the airlines,
and showed her jewelry at Livingstone
Studio’s Meet the Artists gala.

ver Island enjoying the outdoors and
peaceful living. She was blessed with
the talent of making beautiful quilts for
her family and friends.
She will be lovingly remembered by
her husband of 56 years, Rev. Howard
Davis; their children, Mark Davis, Paul
and Carolann Davis, Sonna (Jim)

Pohlson, John (Denise) Davis; son-inlaw, Mel Southwell; grandchildren,
Stephanie (Josh) Mitrisin, Stephanie
(Scott) Southwell, Sarah Davis, Rachel,
Alyssa, Isaac Davis, Thomas, Ben
Davis; great grandson, Jacob Mitrisin;
sister-in-law Mildred Weller, and
brother-in-law Robert Davis Ludwig.

Ellen Hill
Ellen passed away in Berkeley CA
in early March. She and her sister Mem
were the daughters of Walker Hill, who
with Phil Gregg was co-owner of the
Beaver Haven Marina. The sisters also

S a l ly D a v i s
Sally Davis, 76, passed away at her
th
home in Pierson on March 16 . She was
much loved on Beaver Island.
Sally Mae (Rademacher) Davis was
preceded in death by her daughter, Heidi
Lynn Southwell; brother, Richard
Rademacher. Sally and her husband,
Howard spent many summers on Bea-

He is Risen
Lighthouse Fellowship
Services every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. at Peaine Township Hall,
with Sunday School for children at the same time.
Bob Hoogendoorn, pastor.
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One Hundred Years Ago

Charlevoix Courier Wednesday,
April 5, 1911 “County Board of
Supervisors: Peaine Township - Hugh
Boyle, St James - W. J. Gallagher.”
(Note: April 5 - Dangerous glaze ice.
F. Protar)
Charlevoix Sentinel Thursday,
April 6, 1911 Local News: “The
election tickets for the two townships
on Beaver Island, the copy of which was
cabled here, have been printed ten days
and are here yet. But the typewriter was
brought into play and tickets provided.”
“The ice still has the upper hand in
the game; no boat to Beaver Island yet.”
Charlevoix Courier Wednesday,
April 12, 1911 Local News Briefly
Told: “The Beaver started out this
morning on its first trip to the Islands.”
“W. E. Stephens of St. James was at
the Elston Monday, having come by
way of Manistique.” (Note: April 12 First boat mail F. Protar)
Charlevoix Sentinel Thursday,
April 13, 1911 Local News: “As we
close the columns Wednesday afternoon, the steamer

from Joyce Bartels

Beaver is on her way to Beaver Harbor
on her first trip. The harbor was clear of
ice when the boat left and she probably
will get in.”
“When W. E. Stephens, of Beaver
Island Lumber Co., appeared on the
streets of this city Monday there were
many who concluded that he came
over with a flying machine, until he
explained that he went from St. James to
Manistique on the fish tug Shamrock
and came down from the north by rail.
He went to Manistee Monday afternoon.”
“The Booth tug Harrow, on her way
from Waukegon to Cheboygan, arrived
at Beaver Harbor Sunday morning. She
got as far as St. Helena but the ice
compelled her to return.”
“W. J. Gallagher is at St. James the
remainder of the week.”
“From some unknown cause the
steamer Silver Spray, moored on the
south side of the harbor, sprung a leak
Saturday, and when it was discovered
she was dangerously near sinking. The
steamer Beaver, which had steam up,

went to her rescue and soon lowered the
water. It is thought that the ice pulled the
oakum from a seam.” (Note: April 14 15 Snowstorms 27 - 31 degrees.
F. Protar)
Charlevoix Courier Wednesday,
April 19, 1911 Local News Briefly
Told: “James McCann of St. James was
at the Elston last night.”
“W. W. Boyle of St. James is in the
city today.”
“The body of John C. Blake, age 50,
of Beaver Island, was brought over on
the Beaver Thursday and was sent to
Pierson, Michigan, for burial. He leaves
a wife and one son.”
Charlevoix Sentinel Thursday,
April 20, 1911 Local News: “The
family of W. J. Gallagher is moving
back to their home in St. James soon.”
“Miss Eva Gibson, of St. James
came over on the Beaver Thursday on
her way to Grand Rapids, to attend the
ceremonies incident to the taking of the
veil of the Dominican sisters by her
older sister.”
“Gus Kitzinger, accompanied by

Martin Well Drilling
Residential and Commercial
Water Wells: 4", 5", and larger
Modern Rotary Well Rig

We are more than just a laundromat and carwash!

We store boats, cars, campers, household items,
construction materials...

Also ...

Pump Installations
If you want a well now,
Well Repairs

YOU NAME IT, WE CAN STORE IT!

I have the equipment.

We have affordable month to month rates,
9 month rates, or yearly rates.
Hurry, space is limited!
Call us for more info at 448-2235 or 448-2050

Call Bud @ 448-2197
or 448-2397

WENDY S. WHITE, D.D.S.
BEAVER ISLAND FAMILY DENTISTRY

P.O. Box 218
37304 King’s Highway
Beaver Island, MI 49782
(231) 448-2100
Hours By Appointment

Notes from F. Protar’s diary with the help of Antje Price

W. E. Stevens and an insurance adjuster,
went over on the Beaver Sunday. It has
been decided to rebuild the saw mill
which was destroyed by fire last winter,
and work will begin at once. They hope
to have it in operation in two months.”
“Among the passengers Sunday
was Mrs. James Donlevy, who was on
her way to Chicago for a month’s visit
with relatives. Also Rev. Father
Malone, who is in Grand Rapids all this
week.”
“The commercial fishing is in full
swing both here and at Beaver Island,
and the catches are fairly good.”
“James McCann, of St. James,
came over Tuesday and went to
Chicago.”
Marine Notes: “The lighthouse
tender Sumac was at St. James yesterday, and is expected here today”
“The steamer Beaver which made
her first trip to the Island Wednesday of
last week, was prevented from returning
by her regular course, by ice, and
Thursday, was compelled to pass
around the head of the Island. She had

45 passengers and a large consignment
of fresh fish.”
Beaver Island News: “Mrs. John
Leightner went to Charlevoix Monday
on business.”
“Sister Clementine went to Grand
Rapids Tuesday on a visit.”
“A. L. Sterling, foreman of the
B. I. L. Co.’s camps went to Ludington
Tuesday on business.”
“Mrs. James Martin went to Detroit
Tuesday on a visit.”
“W. W. Boyle went to Petosky and
Harbor Springs to be gone a month.”
“Frank Berge, of the Rob't. Beutal
Fish Co. was at the Island Sunday on
business.”
“W. E. Stephens and Gus Kitiarger
(sic) were at the Island Sunday. They
will rebuild the mill.”
“Fred Smith and Charles Edgar was
(sic) on the Island last week.” (Note: C.
F. Edgar, Mt. Pleasant, appears in the
Hotel Beaver register, April 13, 1911).
“John Floyd and Mrs. Floyd went to
Charlevoix Tuesday.”
“Phil Malloy has gone to Chicago

for the summer.”
“Dan C. Gallagher went to
Cheboygan on business Tuesday.”
“Charles Roddy, Treasurer of St.
James, went to Charlevoix, Tuesday.”
“Mrs. W. H. Shied went to Grand
Rapids Sunday to visit relatives.”
“A. Malloy went to Charlevoix and
Petosky last week.”
Charlevoix Courier Wednesday,
April 26, 1911 “Gentlemen of the Jury:
John C. Gallagher - Peaine; Charles
Allers - St. James.”
Local News Briefly Told: “D. C.
Gallagher of St. James was a
Charlevoix visitor the first of the week.”
“W. W. Boyle of St. James was at
Baker’s Inn the first of the week.”
“Mr. And Mrs. John Plank arrived
in the city Friday night for the summer.
Mr. Plank will go to the Fox Islands to
take up his extensive work of improvement.”
Charlevoix Sentinel Thursday,
April 27, 1911 Local News: “We have
often spoken of the magnificent
opportunities existing continued on page 36.

Island Airways
ith our friendly
staff and our history
of safe, comfortable, and
competitively priced flights, we're
ready to serve all your aviation needs.
We offer Charter flights to a
multitude of locations in the United
States, as well as freight and
passenger services to Beaver Island
and Charlevoix.

W
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For more than 60 years we have
been both Charlevoix and Beaver
Island's committed aviation service
provider. At Island Airways, you are
more than just a passenger, you are a
part of our family.
Our airport services include
aviation fuel, maintenance, free wireless
internet, rental cars, and much more.

1-800-524-6895
www.IslandAirways.com

One Hundred Years Ago, from page 35.
on Beaver Island for fruit raising.
And again in these days of West
Michigan Development we are constrained to point to the possibilities that
present themselves there for inaugurating a campaign of tree-planting that
would soon develop into a gold mine for
the Islanders. There are hundreds of
acres of good soil for any agricultural
purpose that is producing nothing but
rabbits. There are hundreds of acres that
might as well as not have long ago been
money-producing orchards. The famous
Grand Traverse peninsulas, annually
earning for their owners hundreds of
thousands of dollars, do not possess a
single climatic or soil quality that is not
duplicated on Beaver Island. No person
alive, not a resident of Beaver Island, is
more familiar with Island conditions
and natural resources than the writer of
this, and it has long been one of his
fondest hopes that he could awaken the
people of the Island to the golden
opportunities that are yearly presenting
themselves yet yearly passing as lost
36.

Inland Auto
Mobile and Land Based Repair

29 years experience in the business
Friendly Service
Michigan master certified in
automotive light and heavy trucks
We repair heavy equipment.
We Build and Service
Electric Vehicles too!
Jeff Connor Proprietor

231-448-3132
COMBS
COTTAGE ON
SAND BAY:
charming beachfront cabin nestled
in the woods 50
yards from the
water, 4 bedrooms,
2 baths, full
kitchen, washer/
dryer, queen beds
in 3 rooms with
two sets of xlbunks in the 4th.
Satellite TV. Perfect for families. $900.
Security deposit. Available June-Sept.
Website: www.combscottage.webs.com
email: combscottage@ymail.com; or
call Nancy at (719) 599-3147

PRIME 20 ACRE WOODED
BUILDING SITE:
Just out of town near Font Lake
¼ mile road frontage, power, clearing
with old apple orchard, lots of deer.
Fabulous home site close to St. James
but very secluded.
Price reduced to $80,000.
Contact owner (616) 240-8980
or erikpeterson844@comcast.net

BOAT FOR SALE:
1980 Outlaw 26 ft. ctr console. 4 chairs.
2 - 90hp Johnson OB mtrs. Loaded for
fishing. Float-on trailer. $10,500 OBO;
VG cond. Ken Slater (231) 448-3148

opportunities. It is gratifying to note that
a good many tree orders have been taken
for Beaver Island delivery. We hope that
every year will see an increase in this
good work.”
“Chas. Roddy has been appointed
deputy sheriff on Beaver Island. A good
selection.”
“James McCann, of St. James,
returned home from Chicago Friday
evening, the tug McCann coming over
after him Sunday.”
“In the commercial fishing industry
here perch are very much in evidence.
The Booth Co. received seven tons from
the Island Saturday, ten tons Monday
and they are still coming. Strange as it
may seem, fishermen get but two and
three cents per pound for these excellent
fish.
“Capt. O. E. Wilbur and Capt. E. F.
Pugh saw Sunday night what is seldom
seen here - five lights at one time. The
night conditions were particularly
favorable, and they could plainly see
Cathead, Skellagalee, Beaver Island,
White Shoal, and Fox Island.”

Real Estate, For Rent
THE FISHERMAN’S HOUSE Great ‘In-Town’ location across the
street from St. James Harbor on the
harbor road. Four bedrooms, three with
double beds and one with twin beds,
two bathrooms, bed linens and bath towels provided, fully equipped modern
kitchen, washer/ dryer, TV, enclosed
porch, and open deck with grill. For
availability, call Bill or Tammy (231)
448-2499 or (231) 448-2733.

COTTAGE ON BEAUTIFUL FOX
LAKE - One bedroom, one bathroom,
full kitchen, laundry with bunkhouse.
Cottage sleeps six and is 20 minutes
from town. Dock, rowboat and deck
overlooking the lake. $700/week. No
smoking and no pets please. Contact
Sue at cabinbythelake1@gmail.com
LOG CABIN ON SAND BAY - pets
allowed. 2 BR, 1 bath: $500. Call (734)
449-0804 or email dlelzey@gmail.com

Real Estate, For Sale
20 ACRES WEST SIDE ROAD $55,000; 16x18 rustic cabin (no electricity or water); Apple orchard and
deer blinds; great location for hunting;

½ mile north of Fox Lake Rd; contact:
Mike Eicher (248) 766-4205.
40 ACRES ON SLOPTOWN ROAD
- Call Bud at (231) 448-2397.

Subscription:

New

Renewal

Name
Address
City

State

Zip

$30.00 / Year (Standard Rate Mail)
$45.00 / Year (First Class Mail)
Please Mail to: The Beaver Beacon . Box 254, Beaver Island, MI 49782
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David Salzer Broder, who had a summer home here (first at Sand Bay; then
on the north shore), passed away on
March 9th at age 81. He was born in Chicago Heights, attended public schools
there, and graduated in 1947 from the
University of Chicago, where he was editor of the newspaper and earned a master’s degree in political science in 1951.
After serving in the Army he began
work as a reporter. In 1965 he was hired
by The New York Times. He switched to
The Post the following year, leaving
behind a memo criticizing their “endless
bureaucratic frustrations” and “parochialism of outlook.”
He began a second career as a
panelist and commentator. Slender and
bookish-looking, articulate, with a
considered way of talking, Mr. Broder
came across as sober and reliable, and
he became a star anchor. He first
appeared on “Meet the Press” in 1964,
and when he made his 400th appearance
on the show in 2008 he was by far the

most frequent guest journalist the show
had ever had. He also appeared on
“Washington Week in Review.”
Mr. Broder was the author or coauthor of seven books, including
“Behind the Front Page” (1987), which
reflected his belief that the press was a
part of the political landscape and had a
penchant for self-scrutiny that often
found its way into his daily journalism.
He disapproved of the open door between
journalism and politics that allowed people who have served in government or on
campaigns to become commentators, taking to task well known figures. He also
objected to the culture of celebrity journalists, though with his life as a television
pundit and his numerous speaking invitations, he modified his stance.
Mr. Broder is survived by his wife
of 59 years, Ann, the daughter of Island
historian Helen Collar, four sons who
summered and worked here, George,
Joshua, who taught here, Matthew, and
Michael, and seven grandchildren.

A HOUSE RENTAL - Cute 2 bdrm
house in woods near town, public
beaches, and bike path. Screened porch.
Washer, dryer. No pets, no smoking.
$595/week. Call (231) 871-0477.
DONEGAL BAY COTTAGE - Nicely
furnished 3 BR, 1 bath, washer/dryer.
On dune w/ beach access. $775/ July &
August $600 off-season weekly. Dana
Luscombe (248) 549-2701 eve or
dana.luscombe@gmail.com

WATERFRONT COTTAGE - On the
east side. Available by the week or weekend. One BR, full kitchen and bath.
Enjoy the water and the woods, year
round. Off-season rates. Complete
privacy. (231) 448-2907.
WEEKLY RENTAL - Lakefront. “The
Last Resort” 2 BR house on Sand Bay,
great view, beautiful sunrise, laundry
pair, 1 ½ bath. Phone Bill McDonough at
(231) 448-2733 (days). continued on page 38.

WANTED: 5-10 ACRES - to buy or
rent. Some cleared ground for garden &
pasture desirable as well as barn or stable.
(616) 828-4102. nsneller@posthastedesign.com

FOR SALE, 11 ACRES ON EAST
SIDE DRIVE - good land, 357' on
road, 1373' deep; $28,900. Phone
(231) 448-2545.
continued on page 38.

SAND BAY COTTAGE ON THE LAKE WITH GREAT
BEACHFRONT:
Sleeps 6. Two bedrooms and loft, 1
bath. Modern kitchen, fireplace,
washer/dryer, grill. Deck and screenedin gazebo. No pets, no smoking.
$800/week. Call Sue on (231) 448-2670
or cabinbythelake1@gmail.com

Give a Gift Subscription:
Name
Address
City

State

Zip

$30.00 / Year (Standard Rate Mail)

If you would like a gift card sent:

$45.00 / Year (First Class Mail)

A Gift From

Message
Please Mail to: The Beaver Beacon . Box 254, Beaver Island, MI 49782

JUDE’S RENTALS: Pleasantly situated in the heart of it all! Jude’s house is
nestled among the peaceful nature of
Beaver Island in addition to being just
walking distance from the harbor, historical museums, shops, restaurants and the
beach. Call Jude Martin (231) 448-2673
or (616) 340-5339
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Real Estate, For Rent

HARBOR LIGHTS: Unique log home
looking out over Paradise Bay. Beautiful
views of St. James Harbor, Garden, and
Hog Islands. Enjoy the boats from the
huge deck, or sit around the fire pit on
the beach. Very secluded, sitting among
lush cedars and pines. 3 bedrooms with
2 queens and 2 twins. One large bathroom and one half bath. All the amenities you could ever need. Immaculate
home with “spectacular” views. $1,150 a
week. Home (630) 834-4181 Cell (630)
995-0507 harborlightsbim@aol.com

SHORTY’S PLACE:
In town with a beautiful view of the harbor and our beach lot across the street.
3 bedroom, 2 bath, sleeps 6. Dalwhinnie
and McDonough’s within walking distance. $1100 per week. Call Patti Fogg:
(616) 399-5067 pfogg@charter.net
Website: www.allenfoggcottages.com

FOR SALE –
HARBOR-AREA HOUSE:
Four bedroom, 1 ½ bath house on two
lots with garage. Wonderful location
near town and the harbor.
$155,000 Price Slashed
Ed Wojan Realty:
Real Estate Office: (231) 448-2711
Toll Free Number: 1-800-268-2711

DONEGAL BAY COTTAGE: 3 BR,
2 BA, full kitchen, W/D, fireplace,
secluded patio & deck surrounded by
pines and bluff and overlooking one of
Beaver Island’s best beaches. $850 per
week June-September; winter rates
available. Call (734) 996-3973 or

Continued from page 37.

A BLOCK FROM TOWN, A BLOCK
FROM THE BEACH: 3 BRs, 1 bath;
wireless; $625/week; call (231) 313-6225
or email abbieswest@yahoo.com
www.abbieswestcottage.com

loonlookout@comcast.net
home.comcast.net/~loonlookout/site/

SECLUDED BEAUTIFUL CHALET
FOR RENT: 10 Acres of pine with 360'
of sandy Lake Michigan Beach. 2-BR
(including loft), one bath, Great Room
with 2 sofa sleepers. Fabulous views of
the Lake. Large decks. Sleeps 7. Across
from state land and hiking trails. Satellite TV. No smoking. Dogs allowed.
$700 per week. Call Ed Eicher
(810) 629-7680

LAKEFRONT: 2 bedrooms, 2 baths +
large lower level with sleeping for 6.
Sleeps 12 total. Washer/dryer, bikes,
kayaks, wrap-a-round porch, views of
sunset & Garden & Squaw Islands.
$1400/week. (773) 663-7772. Website:
www.whatproperties.com/PL48480
E-mail: Info@whatproperties.com

SECLUDED 1940s LOG CABIN just
one block from lake and market on one
acre - Sleeps 4-6, pets welcome ($100
deposit.) Washer, Dryer & linens furnished. Bicycles, canoe, grill available
$700/wk; weekends available. (219)
863-2655 or email cehlah@urhere.net
APARTMENT FOR RENT$550/month, Fully Furnished, Near
Four-Corners, Year Round availability.
Call (231) 448-2074.
SAND BAY - “BAY HAVEN”
COTTAGE - WEEKLY RENTAL Lake Front, Sandy Beach, 5 br,
great view, laundry, East Side
Dr.—only four miles from town.
Awesome sunrises — walk to beach is

straight and flat out the lower level. Taking reservations for 2011 – Please call
Laurie Bos at (616) 786-3863 or email
lauriesbos@chartermi.net Photographs
of Bay Haven can be seen online at:
www.bayhaven.beaverisland.net
7 PINES - Weekly Rental. Close to
town (short walk to Dalwhinnie)
Sleeps 6, 1½ bath, washer/dryer, linens
furnished, freshly remodeled, DOG
friendly, $750/week,Contact Ryan &
Gretchen Fogg at (616) 836-1597.
ryanpfogg@gmail.com
DONEGAL BAY - 3 BR 2 bath Home;
sleeps 6; many amenities. $1,080 a
week. Reduced rates for off-season.
Phone (313) 885-7393, after 4:00 p.m.

Real Estate, For Sale
BUILD THE CABIN OR THE
HOME OF YOUR DREAMS ON
T H I S 4 0 A P A RC E L , W I T H
EXISTING ACCESS - Mature
hardwoods, abundant wildlife.
Located on West Side Drive near

Young James’ Trail. $85,000. (231) 9411698 or (989) 345-5797.
2 LOTS ON SAND BAY - 3.3 Acres
each. 1700' deep. Sandy Beach Frontage 117' each. (810) 629-7680 or
(231) 448-2257.

Browse the best Island rental cottages online, anytime, www.beaverbeacon.com or www.beaver-island.com

ALLEN HARBOR-LAKE FRONT:
One block W. of marina. Sharp 3 bedroom, 3 bath, washer/dryer. Sleeps 8.
Awesome view of harbor from living
room, kitchen/dining room, and master
bedroom. $1,400/week. Call Patti Fogg
(616) 399-5067 pfogg@charter.net or
www.allenfoggcottages.com

SPARKLING HARBOR VIEW:
Welcoming cottage perched on a bluff
overlooking the harbor. Less than a mile
south of the ferry. This up-to-date cottage
is comfortably furnished and contains 1
full bed, 2 twin beds, plus a daybed. Short
walks to beautiful beaches and the activities and amenities of town. Two bikes,
tv/vcr, microwave and Weber grill. $700 a
week / $600/wk from 9-1 to 6-30. Call
Mike at (734) 769-7565 or (734) 4756178 or email mschroer@a2mich.com

ISLAND AERIE: Overlooking harbor
next to Nature Preserve, easy walk/bike to
town, 3 bath, 4 BR; sleeps 12 w/ 2 king
and 10 twin beds, large 1st floor decks, 2nd
floor wet bar and deck, 3rd floor game room,
all modern amenities and appliances, great
for multiple families and groups. $1800/wk,
reduced off-season and extended-stay rates.
Call John and Jan (989) 560-8639
www.islandaerie.net . Jan@islandaerie.net
WATERFRONT HARBOR HOUSE Spectacular view of Paradise Bay! Large
home with all the amenities, linens provided. 4 bedroom, 2½ baths, sleeps 8,
washer/dryer, fully equipped kitchen, satellite tv. June – Sept. $1250 a week. Short
walk to the Stoney Acre Grill.
ON THE HARBOR – Furnished upstairs
apartment overlooking beautiful Paradise
Bay. 1 bedroom, 1 bath, fully equipped
kitchen. Porch and deck area on the harbor
with possible dock slip. $800 a week.
A GREAT HARBOR VIEW –
from a great “in-town” trailer. Perfect for a
couple of working people. 2 bedroom, 1
bath. Furnished and fully equipped
kitchen. $1500 a month.

Please call (231) 448-2235
for reservations or more details.

39.

BEACHFRONT HOUSE FOR
RENT: Exciting cottage with view of
High Island from large deck. Open floor
plan, huge windows on extremely private beach. 2 BRs with 2 full beds + loft
with 2 twins. 1½ baths, TV/VCR, W/D,
microwave, gas grill, all amenities.
$1200/week; spring & fall $895. Limit 6
people. Please call (941) 921-2233
or (317) 769-6563

The

Convent

in the Village

Beautiful Harbor View

Sleeps 15 - 7 Bedrooms w/ sinks
Fully-equipped Kitchen
Beach Access
Great for Multi-Family Groups,
Family Reunions, Business Retreats
Open Year Round. Weekly Rental, SaturdaySaturday, in season
3-night minimum off-season

ONE BEDROOM, ONE BATH
ROOM UNIT ON FOX LAKE with
full kitchen, and laundry - Sleeps two
and is 20 minutes from town. Canoe and
paddleboat available with balcony overlooking the lake. $600/week. Contact
Sue at cabinbythelake1@gmail.com
No smoking and no pets please.
SAND BAY - sleeps 8—amenities—
available May- September $950.00 wk
plus security deposit. (231) 582-5057
or email robin@robinleeberry.com
HAGGARD’s SUMMER RENTAL
HOME - Overlooks Paradise Bay
across from the Maritime Museum.
Sunset view of harbor and village of St
James is a winner. Comfortable custom

home sleeps 8-10. 3 baths. Public sand
beach close by. Well mannered pets welcome. Only $1,200 per week. Call (231)
547-4046 (day) (231) 547-6600 (evening) or email samhunt59@yahoo.com
LOCH WOOD SHORES - Located
about 4 miles from town on the beach of
Sand Bay. 3 bedrooms, 1½ bath, w/d,
full kitchen, gas grill, large deck that
you step off onto the beach, gas fireplace, and a gorgeous view of Lake
Michigan. Call (231) 448-2733 or 4482499 or tammymcd107@yahoo.com
RENT YOUR COTTAGE MORE this
year with an ad and help the Beacon too.
Please call (231) 448-2476 or email
beacon@beaverisland.net

Continued from page 37.
10 ACRES OLD FOX LAKE ROAD
Beautiful, wooded, great building
site; $39,000. (231) 409-1214.
TWO LOTS IN THE PORT ST.
JAMES - NEAR FONT LAKE.
Perked, wooded, buildable. #708

& 709; electric and phone right there.
$14,000 each. Call Peggy at (269) 6715557.
LOTS 644 AND 645 PORT OF ST.
JAMES - Nice corner lots. $19,000 for
both. (231) 448-3088.

Call 448-2206
(Pam O'Brien)

LAKEFRONT PROPERTY FOR
SALE: Build your summer place or yearround home on Donegal Bay’s “Sunset
Corner.” Lots 537 & 538 feature 206.76
feet of gorgeous Lake Michigan frontage
with barefoot sandy beaches. Secluded
building site sits in a natural bowl-like
setting, surrounded by trees. Spectacular
view of Lake Michigan and the Beaver
Island archipelago. Five minutes to ferry,
shops and downtown/harbor events.
Selling both lots together, available for
$295,000, reduced from $325,000;
individual lots now $160,000, reduced
from $175,000 each. Tom Koetsier,
Koetsier Realty, (616) 550-4447
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