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News from the Townships

St. James Township
Tim McDonough announced that at
a recent safety class the Fire Department discovered that its emergency
equipment was not capable of breaking
into a modern car built with composite
materials, and a rescue would require a
new cutter/spreader, which cost over
$20,000. No problem! The McGlocklin
Fund provided half, and the Auxiliary
provided the rest, which was made possible by the Island Treasures resale shop
taking in $29,000 this year.
The Auxiliary also bought jackets
for each fireman.
Jean Palmer announced that the
Waste Management Committee would
meet for an hour each month to review
freight options and study its by-laws.
Wolverine Power was moving
closer to accepting the AmVets plan for
a memorial on their former power plant
property. They wanted a scale drawing,
and an agreement not to place the
intended flagpole on the former foundation, not to penetrate the ground by
more than 3' (for guy anchors), nor to
remove any dug-up dirt. Jim Wojan
offered to help the AmVets erect their
displays.
The Township’s hopes to acquire
the DNR building and beach were supported by some positive news. The
supervisor spoke with the DNR and was
assured that there was no plan to put

this land on the Excess Property list,
which is a prerequisite for a sale. And
Kevin Elsenheimer told Jim Wojan that
he would try to convince the DNR to
transfer it to us.
Appointments were made: Dave
Adams and John Fiegen return to the
Board of Appeals; Jayne Bailey (returned) and Ray Cole (to fill Rick
Speck’s term) to the Planning Commission; and Jim Wojan returned to the Airport Committee. Openings on the
Library Board and the Human
Resources Commission will be posted.
The Wildlife Club asked St. James
to act as the receiving agency for funds
being collected from sportsmans’
groups and other nearby counties for a
definitive study of the impact of cormorants, similar to a $40,000 study done in
upstate New York. It agreed, and will
write a letter of support.
The supervisor spoke about the
plan for upgrading assessments. After
conferring with the State Tax Commission, he had sent them a proposal in
which St. James would hire an outside
firm to reassess every property.
St. James planned to solicit bids for this
from five or so firms, asking them for a
price to visit every parcel, take digital
photos of all dwellings, and enter the
data in the proper forms. He had spoken
with a few firms, one of which had held
out the possibility of the Township com-
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pensating them over two or three years.
The current assessor would be retained
to complete the 2010 assessment role.
The supervisor would work with the
firm, and possibly take over as the
assessor. Three days later the State
replied, accepting the plan.
Jim Wojan was thanked for having
brought his crew to the Library to reset
the memorial tree in the center of the
driveway loop.
Minutes of a special meeting held
on 12-16-09 were also distributed.
They showed that the Township
accepted the recommendation to
appoint a Board member (Rick Speck)
and an alternate (Ray Cole) to meet with
Peaine counterparts to mediate any conflicts while maintaining dual representation by the law firm of Young, Graham, Elsenheimer, & Wendling.
Jack’s Letter
Some buzz was created on the
Island by the posting on the Beaver
Island Forum, Charlevoix County, and
various websites, and the circulation in
booklet form, of a 5-page letter from
Jack Gallagher discussing differences
in his point of view regarding financial
accountability, the way committees
should perform, and the need for tough
questions and healthy disagreements.
“I want it clear that it is not personal,”
he said. “Today’s issues are about real

differences in how people want local
government to operate on the Island.”
He said he “believes good government” calls for “accurate and easily
accessible financial information,
appropriate and timely reports, compliance with state law, careful budgeting,
and competitive bids for Township
work.” He cited some things he felt
were in need of repair, and discussed
some recent improvements in them. In
one example the problem stated was,
“The townships and committees operate without monthly financial statements and without the quarterly statements required by law,” and the fix was,
“Peaine has developed a new monthly
financial reporting policy for 2010.”
He chastised the Airport and Waste
Management committees for what he
claimed was a failure to follow state
law, a failure to keep good records and
quickly provide them, and a failure to
follow their own rules.
He said “probing questions, disagreement, and argument are important
aspects of developing creative solutions
to difficult problems. They are valuable
tools—and the Townships’ struggles on
how best to organize for more productive work together are actually good
struggles. If handled constructively, we
can resolve our differences and come
out with legal and mutually satisfactory
operating agreements.” continued on page 6.
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News from the Townships, from page 5.
Joint Township Meeting
Forty-eight people were in the audience
on 1-11, facing three tables placed end to
end along the north side and around the
front of Peaine Hall, for the two town
boards and four members of the Airport
Committee.
Ostensibly, the meeting was
intended to “discuss the issue of the airport committee composition and to
review the related documents prepared
by the township attorney.” Neither happened. Instead, the agenda, prepared by
the Peaine supervisor, focused on a
“presentation of current Airport expansion plans.” This did not happen either,
although the Mead-Hunt report on terminal and paving ideas was distributed.
The second agenda topic was a “discussion of alternatives to existing Airport
Committee and Waste Management
Committee governing documents.”
This also did not happen, and yet the
meeting, which lasted two and a half
hours, raised everyone’s understanding
of the issues involved.
At the start of the meeting, Peaine
supervisor Jack Gallagher, affirmed his
belief in the vital importance and necessity of the Municipal Airport. Sheets
containing eight questions about Airport
expansion had been placed on the counter next to copies of the agenda, minutes,
and the Mead-Hunt expansion plans.
Answering these questions required specific information (for example, the first
was, “What data was provided for development of the Mead-Hunt plan—and
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what data did they ultimately use to
reach the conclusions they did?”), and
when Don Vyse was asked to speak to
them as the acting chairman of the Airport Committee, he said he wished he
had been given the questions in advance
so he could have researched his notes to
provide the answers. A person in the
audience took up the complaint, asking
Gallagher why the questions had not
been provided in advance. Gallagher
replied that he assumed these were questions the Committee members must have
asked themselves time and again, and
that he had personally raised them last
summer.
Don Vyse was prepared to speak to
the whispered accusation that the Airport Committee had operated secretly.
First he stated that all of their business
had been conducted in posted open
meetings, but very few of those who
were now so curious had bothered to
attend. Special meetings to inform the
public had been called, such as one on
January 31, 2001. The Airport Committee never had the power to sign documents to effect plans, and had to
approach the Town Boards for approval
every step of the way. Vyse cited several
examples of the Airport Committee
coming to the Township Boards with
specific plans, answering all questions,
and asking for approval; he gave dates,
and named those casting unanimous or
near-unanimous yea votes.
Don Vyse spoke about the sequence
of events that had led to the possibility of
a taking of property, saying that the issue

Charlevoix
State Bank
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38230 Michigan Ave.
Beaver Island, MI 49782
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of extending the runway was first raised
in 1995. Six years later the repaving of
Downtown created an opportunity to get
asphalt installed at a lower than usual
price, and the E/W strip was extended
from 4,000' to 4,300'. At the same time,
the state and federal airport guidelines
were evolving, and this 300' extension
required more tree clearing to meet
them. The Airport Committee considered buying adjacent land from the
Calhoun Foundry, but before it could act
the land was purchased by the Albins.
With the help of former Township Engineer Gary Voogt, the Airport Committee
began to negotiate with the Albins, and
hired a certified airport land appraiser to
set a value on the desired plot. This was
the accepted procedure, but negotiations
reached an impasse.
With evolving standards, the state
felt the 300' extension did not meet its
requirements, and said that one resolution would be to shorten the runway
back to 4,000'. They wouldn't actually
remove paving, but would simply move
the lights. However, the estimate for the
cost of doing this was $50,000, and we
would have to pay it all ourselves—
much higher than what we would have to
spend to acquire the disputed land, considering our out-of-pocket cost would
only be 5%. In addition, Don Vyse read
two emails from pilots who flew in with
planes requiring that added 300' to land;
they came several times a year, and had
started businesses here and contributed
greatly to the community in several
ways, but the runway reduction would

greatly limit their future participa- 7.
tion.
As for the Expansion Plan, he said it
was required by the state and was needed
for the state and federal budgets. In fact
the requirements just changed, and what
was a five-year plan had now been
stretched into a ten-year plan, without
new items being added. We are required
to create and provide them with this kind
of document.
Fellow Airport Committee member
Mike Scripps, a flight instructor at Baker
College who has had a long-term
involvement with the Grand Haven Airport, said we had been declared to be a
Tier One facility, which meant we were
considered to be a vital and necessary
component in the national air transportation system. He would not comment on
details of the property negotiation
because standard practice was to confine
them to the Airport Committee’s executive session. He said that nothing they
had done was improper; even if there
was a question about their governing
document, their actions were done
openly and in good faith.
An audience member stood up to
say that she had expected the Township
Attorney to present a list of pros and
cons about the two main alternatives for
airport management, an InterGovernmental Agreement or an Airport Authority. Jack Gallagher said the attorney had
sent him some information, giving rise
to some questions, which were
answered—but the answers led to more
continued on page 8.
questions.

Across from the Township Airport

Closed for the Season
Thanks for Your Business in 2009

Re-opening in May, 2010
Happy Valentine’s Day
Dale & Terry Keyes, Proprietors

34230 Donnell Mor’s Lane

News from the Townships, from page 7.
St. James supervisor Rick Speck said
that after looking over this information his Board felt the Authority would
be the better option— if they could find a
way around the Authority’s requirement
that the assessed millage in both townships be the same, rather than identical
totals raised by each. He implied that the
main advantage of an Authority over an
IGA was that it indemnified the Town
Boards against claims lodged by accident victims.
A member of the audience corrected
8.

the misassumption that an Airport
Authority had been voted down a decade
ago, saying it was withdrawn after loud
accusations that it would raise
taxes—which were inaccurate because it
contained safeguards protecting against
that.
Both boards approved motions to
create a temporary committee of Jack
Gallagher, Paul Welke, Rick Speck, and
Ray Cole to interact with the Township
Attorney to create a document for airport
management which could be brought to
the Town Boards for discussion and,

hopefully, approval within two months.
They also agreed to let Don Vyse continue to make day-to-day operating decisions.
Peaine Township regular meeting
On 1-13 only 24 people attended the
regular meeting, at which the supervisor
said that the joint meeting of two days
earlier had demonstrated the imperfect
communication that left questions about
financial data unresolved, but was hopeful that all the parties involved in the Airport controversy were getting a feel for
each other, and the issues could be settled.
He reported that the townships’
attorney had pointed out some deficiencies in the Transfer Station’s operating
agreement and suggested three alternatives for correcting them. The supervisor
thought the Board should identify what
it feels is important before responding to
the attorney.
The proposal for rectifying the
assessment problems, which was sent to
the Michigan Tax Commission on
December 16, was accepted. It calls for
us hiring an outside consultant for guidance but continuing to use Kevin White
to do as much of the work as possible,
while the state’s investigative division
monitors our progress for each step
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Island Airways
www.IslandAirways.com
1-800-524-6895

The Easiest Way to Fly to Beaver Island
For more than 60 years we have been both Charlevoix and
Beaver Island's committed aviation service provider. At Island Airways,
you are more than just a passenger, you are a part of our family.

February 20 - Beaver Island Community
Players: A Bad Year for Tomatoes
February 27 - Beaver Island Club of
Grand Rapids Party
March 6 - 4-6pm Quality Deer Management Association talk at the
Community Center. page 39.
March 11 - Chili Cookoff at the Shamrock
March 17 - 7 pm Cara - nominated for
“Best New Irish Music Award” at
the Community Center
March 19 - Elevation at the Shamrock
page 31.
March 20 - St. Patrick’s Day Celebration on Beaver Island
April 24 - Citizen of the Year Banquet
June 18 - 20 - Beaver Island Celtic Fest
June 19 - Open House, both Museums
July 15 - 17 - Beaver Island Music Festival
July 19 - 24 - Museum Week 2010
July 28 - August 1 - Baroque on Beaver
August 6 - 8 - Homecoming 2010
September 4 - Beaver Island Marathon
October 2 - Bite of Beaver Island and
the Island Boodle 5k Run/Walk

along the way. A list of 75+ assessing
firms was being studied, and the intent
was to ask three to five to bid on our situation; their proposals would be due by
the end of February.
The question of how the assessment
problem had arisen came up, leading to
the supervisor saying that first we would
work to solve the problem, but then we
would thoroughly investigate the matter.
Kevin White, who was present, was
asked to speak. He said that roughly two
full years of extra work were required to
implement the system, and that an initial
$7,000 payment was approved from
each Township—but nothing more. He
was reluctant to assess blame at the meeting.
In other matters, Pete LoDico was
reappointed to the BIRHC Board. It was
decided to: post the opening for a Hallcleaning person but to expect applicants
to ask for more than the $14/hour previously paid, to have the agenda for future
Board meetings distributed at least 48
hours in advance, to spend the $1,000
previously approved for a phone system
but to raise the amount approved for
microphones from $1,000 to $1,800, and
to meet with Doug Tilly and Tim
McDonough at the East Side Fire Hall to
measure the power required before
choosing a stand-by generator. A plan

Finding Gold
Many people vacationing on
Beaver Island bring their metal detector
to give them an excuse to do some
beachcombing. Every once in a while
we hear of a valuable artifact being
found, sometimes the kind of thing that
might be investigated by the PBS TV
show History Detectives.
Brendan Keenan ran across a
posting along these lines on YouTube
(search Beaver Island History
Detectives or click the link from our
website) In this case, though, it did not
turn out to be what it at first seemed.

W h o s e W at e r ?
Mark and John Zientek (B & Z Well
drilling) are warning about Dan
Scripps’ House Bill #5319, which
would make ground water the property
of the State and require landowners to
buy it back instead of just pumping it
from the ground as reasonable use
from their own property. They urge
homeowners to protest.

was also mentioned for publishing
month-by-month financial income/
expense comparisons with the budget so
we would know where we stand.
To Your Health
The Health Center Board was
delighted when its notice of Board openings produced six talented applications.
Other news was mixed. The threeisland grant approved by the Governor
was in jeopardy; it would have provided
around $38,000. But a $35,000 grant
from the Kellogg Foundation appeared

out of the blue and may go through, 9.9.
thanks to Susan Katz.
Plans were initiated for our community walking to the moon—by adopting a local variant of the “Let's Get Moving” project. Pedometers could be distributed to various groups, which would
compete for prizes, with the goal being
for all the groups combined to walk
~220,000 miles. Other upcoming events
will be an Open House at which to show
off our telemedical link with the
Charlevoix Hospital’s Emergency
Room, and a seminar on estate planning.

For God so loved the world...

Lighthouse Fellowship
.....Originated in 2008. In September of that year Bob Hoogendoorn was selected to be our
pastor/leader/shepherd. The church has thrived spiritually and financially since its inception. Our
outreach is both to the needs of the island people and to people far away who suffer at the hands of
evil and poverty or disasters. About 50% of the offerings that we take in go to these types of
missions. We are a Bible-based group of believers, accepting the Bible as the unfailing (infallible)
word of God, God's instruction book for us as we journey through this brief life on earth in
preparation for life after death.
We worship at the Peaine Township Hall (Kings Highway) every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School for children is at the same time. We have an informal time together of songs, praise
and looking at a portion of the Bible for instruction and encouragement.
Visit us and find out for yourself.
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Letters to the Editor:
An op en message to the peop le of Beav er Island

There has been a lot of information
and misinformation lately regarding the
state of property assessments on Beaver
Island.
I have so far chosen to not speak
publicly about this issue because I
didn't want to get into finger pointing
and lately it seems that any public
exchange is decided by whomever can
talk the loudest. I had also hoped that
the one individual who knows best why
we are where we are would come forward. To my disappointment this has
not happened, and it has become far too
stressful for me now to not speak.
The State of Michigan is presently
requiring Peaine and St. James Townships to do a total reappraisal of all properties on Beaver Island, to be completed
in a year’s time. The reason for this is
that the current assessment computer
database does not have certain information entered into it. I believe the current
assessed and taxable values to be accurate, but the specific information used
to back that up is still on hard cards and
handwritten form. This is unacceptable
to the State in the age of computers.
Several years ago the Townships
upgraded the assessment computer software from the existing DOS-based system to a new Windows-based system
which the Equalization Department in
Charlevoix had switched to. After this
changeover occurred in December of
2004, I learned to my dismay that none
of the land or building information automatically converted. I had previously
worked five years in the old system to
bring that information up to date, only

to find myself having to start over.
In checking into it I learned that I
was not alone in this and that entering
all this information by hand could be a
two-year (per township) undertaking,
above and beyond the scope of my regular duties. The work would involve
detailed data entry and also a site visit to
every property on Beaver Island. This
would also include taking digital photographs of every building on the Island
since the new program allowed for only
digital pictures.
I brought this to the attention of
both township supervisors. Agreeing
with the need, they then brought this to
their respective township boards. Neither township board was happy with the
situation, but they agreed that I would
be paid to begin this work. The pay
granted amounted to compensation for
seven weeks work. They, and myself,
grossly underestimated the amount of
time this task would take, and the time
allotted wasn't nearly enough to get the
work done. This was 2006. When I discussed this with both supervisors I was
told that it would be difficult to get any
more compensation from the Township
Boards.
Knowing the need, I continued to
press, and a couple of years ago the
St. James Township Supervisor took
over the project, telling me that it would
be easier to concentrate on St. James
first and then use that success to persuade Peaine. I wanted at that time to
write a letter regarding the urgency of
the matter and send a copy to each member of both Township Boards, but was

told by the St. James Supervisor to not
write a letter because they “most often
don't help and can be misread.” At that
point I put my trust in him and he took it
upon himself to carry the ball.
To my disappointment, in 2007 and
2008, even with my pleading, nothing
was done. At the Supervisor’s last Township Board meeting he brought the issue
before the St. James Township Board,
where the Township Treasurer immediately shot it down. The Supervisor then
resigned, and the issue died. I found
myself at that time back at square one.
In fact it was worse than square one
because now I suddenly had two new
Supervisors in office who knew nothing
of what had transpired over the past
three years. Their Boards were also in
the dark.
Now the State has come in and said
this information must be entered by
March 2011, and they don't care why it
hasn't been done.
This data entry was going to cost
taxpayers money regardless of whether
I had been allowed to do the work three
years ago or outside people are hired
now. The difference is that now taxpayers will pay much more than I would
have charged to get the same job done.
I know that this letter will most
likely incite a whole new round of denials and counter accusations. I, however,
have nothing to lose, since I recently
learned that my employment with St.
James Township would be terminated
as of March 31, 2010.
—Kevin White

We are more than just a laundromat and carwash!

Offering Quality Architectural Design Services to
Beaver Islanders for over 25 Years

We store boats, cars, campers, household items,
construction materials...

YOU NAME IT, WE CAN STORE IT!
We have affordable month to month rates,
9 month rates, or yearly rates.
Hurry, space is limited!

Call us for more info at 448-2235 or 448-2050
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N at u r a l R e s o u r c e s C o m m i s s i o n

Since the Townships appointed a
Natural Resource and Ecotourism Commission, its members, under the chair of
Sandy Birdsall, have been focusing on
several issues suggested to them, and
starting to zero in on solutions.
One issue it is tackling is the garbage left on Garden Island. The NRC
plans to charter a boat and begin hauling
it off this summer, and has raised some
of the necessary funds (DNR and the
Tribe). This is dangerous work because
of the old propane canisters buried in

one of the pits.
Another project, headed by Carol
Burton, is the creation of a brochure for
free distribution showing the “top
twenty” Island trails and describing
some of the birds, animals, interesting
plants, and cultural resources to be
found along them.
The NRC is also involved with the
effort to investigate and improve the
cormorant situation, and is discussing
how to develop and enforce better rules
for logging on the Island–primarily by

educating land owners about how to
create a protective contract if they have
their land logged. It would like to create
replanting guidelines.
It is concerned about the deer herd,
and hopes to determine its proper size,
the role of predators (coyotes), and the
amount of food it requires. It’s interested in evaluating the need for fresh
genetic stock, and acquiring what is
recommended to improve the herd.
And it’s concerned with invasives,
the latest being spotted knapweed.

G o r d y H ay s
web: www.BeaverIslandCommunityCenter.org email: bicommunitycenter@tds.net

2-20
2010
8pm

SATURDAY, 2/20, 8pm: The Beaver
Island Community Players present:
A Bad Year for Tomatoes
Written by John Patrick.
Tickets: $10. A rapid-fire comedy set in
a tiny hamlet called Beaver Haven! Complete with an eccentric famous personality, a mad, homicidal sibling, a lovestruck handyman, a smooth operator, a
suspicious sheriff, an amateur occultist
and well-meaning, nosy neighbors!

WEDNESDAY, 3/17, 7pm
ST. PATRICK'S DAY CONCERT:
Cara
Tickets: $20
A NEW BREEZE IN IRISH MUSIC!
Nominated for the 2009 Irish Music
Awards in the category “Best New Irish
Music Artist”!
Cara-music.com
WINTER HOURS: Mon – Thurs 10am-6pm
Fri – Sat 10am-9pm . Sunday – Closed

Movies
Every Friday and/or Saturday 7pm, PLUS Matinees!
Check www.BeaverIslandCommunityCenter.org or the Community Center for listings

GORDON’s AUTO CLINIC
Full Service Auto Repair
Winter Storage
Winter Snow Plowing
Vehicle Pick-Up
& Delivery Service
24-hour Wrecker Service

McDonough’s
Market

Gordon’s
Auto
Clinic

YE A R - R O U N D A U T O R E N T A L
GORDON HEIKKA, OWNER
Michigan Certified Master Mechanic MI10391
P.O. Box 175, St James, MI 49782

(231) 448-2438

Gordon “Gordy” R. Hays, 63 of
Central Lake, died Tuesday, December
29, 2009 at Northern Michigan
Regional Hospital in Petoskey.
He was born October 6, 1946, in
Highland Park, the son of Don M. and
Helen (Sper) Hays. He spent fifteen
years living on Beaver Island’s east
side, just north of Pebble Beach.
Gordon proudly served his country
in the United States Army in Germany
during the Vietnam Era. He was a member of the American Legion/American
Legion Riders, AMVETS, Patriot Riders Guard, Harley Owners Groupth
Northern Chapter and 45 Parallel Chapter. He was the past president of the
Southwest Oakland Lodge 128 Fraternal Order of Police and past president of
the Oakland County Deputy Sheriff's
Assoc.
He was also the former board
president of the Beaver Island District
Library.
He was a strong supporter of the
Beaver Island Wildlife Club, always
ready to pitch in when help was needed.
He is survived by his son Matthew
(Christina Reneski) Hays of Grand
Blanc, his mother Helen Hays of Villa
Grove, IL and sister Gail Conner of Central Lake. He was preceded in death by
his father.
Memorial donations may be
directed to the Beaver Island District
Library, PO BO 246, Beaver Island,
Michigan, 49782.
“Life’s journey is not to arrive
safely at the grave in a well preserved
body, but rather to skid in sideways
totally worn out, shouting HOLY COW
— WHAT A RIDE!,” thanks John
“Hotwheels” Wheeler!

BIMF mUSIC
News

T

he Beaver Island Music Fest
is putting together its lineup
for the summer, and will
include many favorites.

Erin Zindel-Moore in a Real Detroit
Weekly Interview.
Also playing this year will be
Burton’s Garden, The Afternoon Round,

Sowa Bros

Red Tail Ring

Prisoners of Paradise
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Prisoners of Paradise and the Sowa
Brothers! Discount tickets are available
through March 31st online (www.bimf.net)
or at McDonough’s Market.

Blue Water Ramblers

F o r S a l e : D a n ’s D e n

Midtown Underground

The Blue Water Ramblers will be
there – they bring the music of the past to
the future with old songs and tales.
Also, the Midtown Underground, a
Michigan-based band, known for its high
energy and blend of vintage funk, jazz,
and rock n' roll, with bass, trumpet, guitar,
percussion, saxophones, and drums.

The Red Tail Ring duo will create a
perfect blend of Appalachian old-time
and folk music spun into their own
unique sound.
If you have had the pleasure of
seeing the Ragbirds, you will never
forget them. They are one of the most
talented acts to appear. They continue to
soar with new music and national
interest. You can read an interview with

Dan McCafferty, designer and builder. Great location - set back
from the road but close to the public beach and restaurants in town.
Two bedrooms downstairs and bedroom in the loft. Sleeps 6.
Cathedral ceiling with exposed beams. Full kitchen, custom cabinets.
Two full baths with showers. Walk-out full basement. Interior
fieldstone work. Large lot. Wrap-around deck. Asking $239,000.00
Call (231) 448-2238 or email dansarahoct9@tds.net

One Hundred Years Ago
from Joyce Bartels

No Beaver Island News in February
1910 Charlevoix Courier.
Charlevoix Sentinel Thursday,
February 3, 1910 Local News: “The
meat Market of Anthony Malloy, at St.
James, was totally destroyed by fire
Monday noon. No insurance. The fire
originated in a back room where they
had been trying out lard.”
“Ice conditions are rather confusing.
Tuesday morning everything was clear
both here and at Beaver Harbor.
Wednesday morning the lake was clear
of ice off this port, but St. James reported
no water in sight. Weather mild. It looks
like our St. James friends will have to
wait until navigation opens for their
th
mail. (Note: 4th & 5th - Snowstorms 6 10 degrees below 0. F. Protar)
MIXED BLOOD TROUBLE
ALL TOLD 3,168 PERSONS ARE TRYING TO
GET IN AGAINST THE PROTESTS OF
CHIEFS AND HEAD MEN OF THE
OTTAWAS AND CHIPPEWAS

A Washington dispatch to the Grand
Rapids Press says:
“A tremendous tangle has developed in the government’s effort to pay
the Ottawas and Chippewas of Michigan what the courts have found to be
their due. Lawyers have been hired to
make a fight. The big question is
whether the mixed bloods shall have a
share in the distribution.
“All told, 3,168 persons of Indian
extraction are trying to get in against
the protests of the chiefs and head
men of the sure enough Ottawas and
Chippewas of Michigan. If they succeed, the roll will be brought to the total
of 8,608, and the per capita distribution
will be just a little less than $14. If they
fail the rolls will aggregate 5440, and
the per capita distribution will be more
than $22.
“The question of mixed breed is one
of the most perplexing which the government has faced in its whole history of
trying to square accounts with the noble
red man. Supposedly, the rolls made for
the distribution of 1870, which was the
last distribution under the treaty of 1855
with the Michigan Indians, furnish the
basis for this new distribution. The head
men assert their willingness that such
half breeds as actually were enrolled and
paid in 1870 should share in the present
distribution, but they decline to admit

Notes from F. Protar’s diary with the help of Antje Price

the right to distribution on the part of the
children of those half breeds.
“The difficulty is made all the
greater through a peculiar tribal custom
which the Indian agents have found
exists among the remnants of Michigan
Indians. That is, an Indian of half breed
marrying into their tribe be accepted as
a member of that tribe according to
the will of the chief or head man. And
the children or persons not originally
belonging to the tribe are admitted to
membership according to the will of the
same tribal authority. In some cases parents request that some of their children
be admitted to tribal membership and do
not make the same request for their other
children. Consequently in the same half
breed family the agents found some children were accepted members of the tribe
by the Indians themselves and some
were not. The best evidence available
indicates that membership often has
been conferred through favoritism.
“Those mixed breeds whose rights
are questioned number 1,655. Many of
them are not even half breeds. It would
be difficult to tell them from your next
door neighbor. But they put themselves
into evidence as soon as they learned
that Uncle Sam had some money to
hand out.
“The Indian Bureau has almost
completed the roll, and it will be passed
along to Secretary Ballinger, soon his
decision as to participation will be
made according to the act of congress.
Accordingly the outlook is that there
will be a hard fight before him, with oral
arguments and the filing of briefs.
The total to be divided is about
$120, 000. Most of this was found by
the court claims to be due the Indians
under old treaties. According to those
treaties the Indians, in considerations of
money to be paid, agreed to give up a
great deal of land, and to break up their
tribal residences.”
Charlevoix Sentinel Thursday,
February 10, 1910 Local News: “It
looks like a repetition of last winter’s
record in the matter of Beaver Island
mail communications. The mail carriers left St. James last Sunday afternoon
for Cross Village but returned after
reaching Hog Island – water showing
itself to the northward and east ward.
The cold snap of Sunday night / Mon-

day tempted them to make another
effort Monday afternoon, but they
returned to St. James again Tuesday
night. Only the stiffest sort of freeze up
can bridge the channel this late, and it
looks as if our Island neighbors will
have to wait for spring before they can
get their mail, of which there is a good
dray load waiting here and at Cross Village.” (Note: 11th - Snowstorm, 12th - 12
below 0, 15th - Snowstorms. F. Protar)
Charlevoix Sentinel Thursday,
February 17, 1910 Local News: “The
latest cable information from St. James
states that there is nothing new or
particularly interesting at the Island.
Everything is wagging along in the
same old way. The fisherman are busy
with their nets and ice cutting is on at all
harbor points of storage. Lumbering is
active, and now and then a dance enlivens the long winter evenings.”
“The mail carriers started out from
St. James again Thursday afternoon
and for the third time returned, having
encountered open water. There will
probably be no further effort made to
get across. This is the second successive
winter that Beaver Island has had no
mail by the ice route. Fishing tugs will
probably be in commission in about two
weeks, and an effort will be made to
land the mail at some point on the
Island. The Islanders have had no mail
for five weeks.” (Note: 18th - First ice
mail, dog sled. F. Protar)
Charlevoix Sentinel Thursday,
February 24, 1910 Local News: “We
fear the Sentinel will be written down as
a poor prophet about its last week’s prediction that there would be no communication with Beaver Island this winter.
Even as we wrote, the mail was well
across the channel, arriving at Cross
Village Wednesday evening, leaving for
the Island again Thursday morning, and
arriving at St. James the same evening.
Both ways the carriers were compelled
to take the circuitous route via Crane
Island and Waugochance, on account of
open water. They left the Island again
Friday morning making a successful
crossing and reaching St. James again
Saturday night, which indicates better
ice conditions. We shall make no more
predictions, but there will undoubtedly
be several more trips made.” (Note: 25 Snowstorm. F. Protar)

Photographs by Frank Solle
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Whiskey Point Light in HDR

Martin’s Bluff

Photographs by Frank Solle

Barney’s Lake

Tight’s Hill

Still Point Photography

E a g l e s F e a s t o f f G a rd e n

Big dog gets the meat

the mainland: just a thin line
Ice fishing

C o m m u n i t y P l ay e r s p r e s e n t c o m e d y
on Feb.

17.

20

The Beaver Island Community
Players will present “A Bad Year for
Tomatoes” on Sat., Feb. 20, 8 p.m., at
the Community Center. The comedy
takes places in a rural community on the
East Coast (a stand-in for all rural communities, including ours). A former TV

personality wants to find a quiet place
of little distraction where she can write
her autobiography. Despite what it
seems like at first glance, this Beaver
Haven does not fit the bill. It's full of
funny, quirky characters whom Islanders will love—and in some cases recogTo place an ad that will
be seen
with the Island’s
largest circulation,
please call
(231) 448-2476
or email
ads@beaverbeacon.com

Beaver Island Association
Supporting Environmental
and Economic Sustainability

Join Now! Keep in touch with Beaver Island
events likely to affect you and your property.
Receive Island Currents, our regular
newsletter.
Visit our web site:
www.BeaverIslandAssociation.org
Contact: Annette Dashiell,
Treasurer at (231) 448-2542.

Beaver Island Association
P. O. Box 390
Beaver Island, MI 49782

nize. In the spotlight are Jan Day, Jeff
Powers, Phil Becker, Bob Bass, Joan
LaFreniere Banville, Wendy White, and
Elaine West. The production is being
directed by Jacque LaFreniere, and the
assistant director is Lisa Gillespie. Tickets are $10, at the Community Center.
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Light-upYour Dark Season–Wonderful Lamps
Give a Gift of Time–Unique Clocks
Make Art a Part of the NewYear–Pictures & Paintings
Make Comfort a Pleasure of the New You

Making Art A Part
of Everyday Living
For a different Island
experience come and shop in this
“home away from home”—
where you'll find unique gifts, fine
furnishing, and accessories for your
tent, cottage, or home.
We get rave reviews!
Complimentary giftwrapping and design
services on request.You
shouldn't leave Beaver Island
without a trip to MONTAAGE.

WINTER C ARNIVAL
The frigid weather but lack of snow
at the end of January prompted the moving of the Winter Carnival into the Community Center, where several dozen
kids had a good time. They tossed rub-

ber fish for prizes, tried to pick up items
with long-handled grabbers, bowled,
made and painted unique snowmen
from clay, and had rides on a polar bear.
Even the parents had a very good time.

Beaver Island Historical Society
The Historical Society has taken
another step toward being able to build
an addition on the back of the Print
Shop Museum by acquiring the 50' x 66'
corner lot next to Daddy Franks and
across the street from the Emerald Isle
Hotel. It hopes to trade this for a
comparable piece contiguous to the

Print Shop property—a swap made
complicated by the presence of a small
storage building and the Daddy Franks
deep well on the land it desires.
It doesn't plan to build on this
additional land; its addition will fit
completely
on the

Ron Wojan - General Contractor Inc.
Quality Built Homes with
attention to detail and
customer satisfaction.

È

We build a variety of
projects from small cabins

26435 Donegal Bay Road,
Beaver Island

to Lodges. We are a licensed

231-448-2802

experience on Beaver Island.

builder with over 25 years

(231) 448-2400
Call Liz or Judy (448-2441)
to meet you at your convenience

36869 Kings Highway Beaver Island Michigan 49782
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ROBERT’S JOHN SERVICE, INC.
Doing Quality Work
for over 18 Years

Licensed and Insured
]
Plumbing
]
Heating

Warming up the Winter
The “Beaver Island Culinary Academy” will be starting its classes on
Sunday February 7, 2010, every other
Sunday during February and March.
Just in time for Valentine’s Day, the first

class will cover tempering chocolate,
chocolate truffles, and chocolate
mousse. Classes are $20 a person, not
including the cost of food. Please call
Deborah at 448-2697 for more details.

- General Contracting
- Specializing in commercial
construction on Beaver Island

Heat / Hydronic
! Forced Air
! Geothermal
]
Water-right / Water

Conditioning

Acquires Land
property it has owned for over fifty
years. But the additional land will allow
it to come closer to meeting the stringent zoning requirements, which call
for a 35' rear-yard setback—in the
Museum’s case, the rear yard is the area
to the west.
In the meantime it is making plans

! Radiant In-floor

for the old 20' x 32' large-log Mormon
cabin (which became the Early Home
and the Doney Home) at Little Sand
Bay. It may restore and preserve the
building there, move it to the Protar
land or to town, or dismantle it and put it
back together as another of the exhibits
planned for the Heritage Park.

]
House Opening /

Closing
]
Vac-u-flo / Central

Vacuum Systems
]
Great Lakes Hot Tubs

dealer — sales and
service. Please call
for a quote.

- Homes
- Crane Service
- Projects from remodeling to cell towers!

Call for more info: 231-448-2235
email beavergemsinc@tds.net fax 231-448-2740
web www.beavergems.com

ROBERT’S JOHN SERVICE, INC.
(231) 448-2805

O n T h i s D at e

Ten Years Ago The Beacon
announced that Dr. Wendy Widmayer
had purchased Dr. Suckert’s dental practice and would be our first full-time dentist.
The Health Center was awarded an
$8,000 grant from GLE's People Fund.
The old Yacht Dock building was
leased to the Chamber as its new home.
The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
promised to study and report on the cormorant problem.
The Beacon printed poetry by
Robert Neff, Eleanor LaFreniere, and
Kay Masini.
The loss of George Egbert was
noted. He had been a staunch advocate of
the Island’s pristine natural beauty for
almost fifty years. A gregarious and affable man, he worked as a newspaper
reporter, in public relations for Oldsmobile, for the Department of Conservation, and as a writer and editor.
Twenty Years Ago Beaver Island
was proud to have its first Boy Scout
Troop.
Jon Barrett helped teach a hunters’
safety course, required for any first-timelicensed hunter in Michigan. Jim
Stambaugh, Lois Williams, and Joe
Moore also made presentations during
the 3-day event.
The school’s drama class was preparing to put on a comedy based on Indiana Jones: Hurricane Smith and the Garden of the Golden Monkey.
The Beacon published the second
part of the Pittmans’ European adventure, Paris by Bus. It also reprinted the
log of what was said to be the first automobile trip off the Island—in 1925, in a
1912 Ford, which had served as a taxi
and then was sold to Tom Gatliff, who
ran a garage. Willy John Gallagher, Matt
Melville, and Joe Floyd went along.
They carried long boards, and had to use
them several times to cross cracks and
chasms. They went around the north end
of Hog, and straight across Hat Island,
proclaiming themselves to be the first car
on the little spot of land. Nearing the
mainland, they came upon the mail carriers, who were struggling through falling
snow. It took them 3 hours and 20 minutes to reach Cross Village; on the way
back they jumped the cracks and shaved
a full hour from their time.
Sympathy was expressed for the loss

of Kenneth Ricksgers, Tom Allen, and
Frances LaFreniere. Mr. Ricksgers, Katherine’s brother, was born here but had
moved to New Jersey. Mr. Allen was the
oldest son of Henry and Agnes, and was
killed in Iowa when an approaching
pick-up came across the line. Mrs.
LaFreniere also died as a result of an
approaching car crossing the line and
hitting her car head on, causing injuries
to her daughter and husband Archie; they
were a few months short of celebrating
their fiftieth wedding anniversary.
Thirty Years Ago Rose Connaghan
found a balloon on the beach marked
“Priebe’s Shoe Store,” and wrote them a
letter to Menominee, and they sent her a
calendar but no free shoehorn.
The school students decided to put
out a yearbook.
The Civic association, the Beacon’s
parent, was planning a walking tour of
the harbor’s historic places.
Snow and ice were below normal,
and no snowmobilers were scooting up
to Naubinway—but a group of six
toured the Island. At the Yacht Dock a
dog, Slugger, fell through the ice near a
bubbler, but was rescued by Glen
LaFreniere.
Cindy Gillespie was part of a group
that headed for an Ernest Tubbs concert
but changed its plans when he had to cancel. Nosing around Charlevoix before
deciding to go to Bay City to party with
the Culls, the group went into the Flight
Deck, where Cindy made her off-Island
singing debut and wowed the audience.
The passing of Freda McCafferty,
Norma Murray, Josie Ann (Lewis)
Leitelle, and Florence Louis was noted.
Mrs. McCafferty was the widow of Peter
McCafferty, who died in 1941; she had
lived outside of Chicago. Mrs. Murray,
81, born on Beaver Island, was the last of
the Roppa Boyle clan. Mrs. Leitelle,
born here, was the daughter of Harry
Lewis; Mrs. Louis was her sister.
Forty Years Ago Rabbit hunting
was doing well, but the experimental icefishers were not having any luck. Sheldon Parker and George Miller were trying their luck on Fox Lake, and Karl
Kuebler was pushing his shanty onto the
ice near Indian Point in the hope of hooking a lake trout.
Snowmobilers reported the deer
herd was down, and blamed the large

numbers of fox and coyote. The Beacon
reported that a study was conducted at
the Cusino Wildlife Station: an 11'-high
fence was put around a square mile of
swamp/forest mix, and 39 deer were set
free inside. Later, six veteran hunters
were asked to try locating them. It took
four days to spot a buck. In the next few
years the stalkers got it down to 51 hours.
The March of Dimes party at the
Shamrock raised $138.
After repeated checks of the ice
depth found it to be around 10", a party
of intrepid snowmobilers (Archie
LaFreniere, Russ Green, Bill Wagner,
Sheldon Parker, and Phil Gregg) set off
on February 16 from Indian Point for
Whiskey Island. The ice was very rough,
and the trip took over two hours. They
found a path to get through the shoved
ice slabs near shore, and were delighted
to find many rabbit tracks on the shore.
After building a fire to warm up they set
off for Squaw Island, where there was no
trace of the bunny. They raced over to
Garden next, and could have gone on to
Hog except it was starting to get dark. So
instead they went to the Shamrock.
The passing of Bertha Spaulding
was noted; she and her husband Fred had
owned and run the King Strang Hotel.
Fifty Years Ago Archie LaFreniere
was completing his Isle Haven Tourist
Court—and next door Walt Wojan was
finishing up his Harbor View.
Larry McDonough was giving
sleigh rides from his riding stable.
Beaver Island venison shot by
Bernie O'Donnell was served at a party
for Ann Gatliff and Darlene Schmidt in
Chicago.
The March of Dimes party raised
$120.
The Civic Association reminded
Beacon subscribers of the work it did: it
donated $500 for Airport Improvement
and another $500 toward the muchneeded new public dock. It helped with
the Med Center upkeep, worked on Conservation projects, provided picnic tables
and trash barrels, and sponsored such
activities as the July Fourth Parade and
the Dawn Patrol. It paid for Island advertising, including the Business Guide. All
this on a budget of under $2,700/year.
Clarence Sikorski, the former head
of the Island Coast Guard Station,
drowned in the Pine Lake channel.

Difficult to reach the edge: The ice making north of Cable’s Creek
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M ode r n T i m e s o n B e av e r I s l a n d
by Peter Plastrik

T

he following article introduces a future volume of
“The Journal of Beaver
Island History” devoted to essays about
Island modernization in the 20th century. The Beacon is publishing this draft
by the editor of the journal-in-progress
to encourage other Islanders to
share their thoughts and information
about the topic of modernization.
You can connect with Peter at
pete@in4c.net.
Summiting our Island’s Everest,
Mount Pisgah, on New Year’s Day
2010 reveals the enduring past: From
the windswept top—covered in a thick
blanket of snow-and-sand “latte
swirl”—the view to the west is much as
it was a century and a half ago. Back
then a girl climbed the towering dune,
named Pisgah by Mormon settlers for
the Biblical precipice from which
Moses first saw the Promised Land, and
memorialized a scene of inspiring
beauty. “Lake Michigan, with its dark
blue waters,” recorded Elizabeth Whitney Williams in a memoir, “with so
many pretty islands covered with green
trees, and the white pebbly and sandy
beaches, where the white sea gulls are
constantly soaring about or resting
upon the water.” The view is time-

less—continuing somehow beyond the
repeated cycles and long arrow of time,
beyond the reach of change. Today my
eye descends hundreds of feet to rolling
dunes and beach, then across Donegal
Bay’s bands of icy blue water punctuated by whitecaps, and on to forested
High Island, four miles away on Lake
Michigan’s horizon. And it's not just the
view that carries on. A young family
arriving by ferry in the Village of St.
James in the early 1990s could look
around—at the dusty, rutted streets and
scattered weather-beaten homes and
stores and the quaint demeanor of the
place—and conclude it had sailed from
the modern-day mainland back into an
earlier, simpler time, say, the 1950s.
Of course Beaver Island’s timelessness is also an illusion. Nothing escapes
nature’s entropy and very little escapes
man’s forward “progress.” What is not
perceived at first from Pisgah’s windswept height reveals the forces that modernized—transformed—Island life in
the 20th century. Look again and what
you see everywhere is change.
Look west to High Island—within
living memory it held an Indian fishing
community and a religious sect, the
House of David, but now is uninhabited, a state-owned preserve visited

occasionally by campers and boaters.
Look up. The skies, once owned
exclusively by an array of migrating
and local birds, are shared by air
machines connecting Islanders to the
globe and the globe to the Island.
Look at the lake—supporting only
a fraction of the historic fishery and containing hazardous industrial pollution
and alien species.
Look across the watery passage to
the northwest, stretching roughly 30
miles beyond Trout and Squaw Islands
to the northern rim of Lake Michigan.
Here, nearly four centuries ago, Jean
Nicolet paddled through in a canoe with
seven Huron Indians and a red, embroidered “mandarin” robe in storage—
expecting to find China on the western
shore of the “sweet sea” he was exploring. Nearly two centuries later and a
few years before Elizabeth Williams’
Island stay, Alexis de Tocqueville, the
young French nobleman and astute
observer of American ways, crossed
through this view on the 200-passenger
steamboat Superior, cruising to the
U.S. Army’s Fort Howard (at present
day Green Bay) and gathering information for Democracy in America. Today,
the marine vessels chugging through
the same channels would dwarf those of

McFadden’s Point below the Sand Dunes
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earlier times. Super-freighters a quarter-mile long, they carry the raw material of a national economy not established until after the Civil War. And they
are fueled by energy—petroleum—
untapped until the birth of the combustion engine at the beginning of the 20th
century.
Look east, down the wooded backside of the dune. The inland lake that
Elizabeth Williams passed on the way
to her climb—Long Lake, she called
it—dried up long ago, gone the way that
the Island’s remaining lakes are going.
Look down to the foot of Pisgah.
Unseen thin wires cross the landscape,
pulsing electricity to scores of houses
just out of sight. Satellites above beam
invisible signals to radios, televisions,
and computers. A barely seen road
carved out of the dunescape guides gasburning vehicles. The land is invisibly
divided into small, privately owned
lots—a real-estate development begun
in the 1960s when the Island, faded as a
hub of fishing and lumbering, sought an
economic future in seasonal tourism,
hoping to attract harried urbanites from
Detroit, Chicago, and Indianapolis to its
soothing, well, timelessness.
Roughly 100 years ago, the historical record shows (drawn from Joyce

Bartels, “One Hundred Years Ago” articles in the Beaver Beacon), daily life on
Beaver Island involved much that
would be familiar to the 18th century’s
Elizabeth Williams or the 21st century’s
hardy residents.
A November 1908 gale damaged a
storm warning tower. Ships carried groceries and fuel (coal) to the Island. That
December, a child was born to the
Gallaghers and the Parcels had a 12pound boy. Several families returned to
the Island and settled in for the winter.
Islander Fred Nackerman had to be in
Charlevoix to serve on a jury. Salesman
arrived on the Island and a fishing tug
delivered the mail. A few Islanders
came down with pneumonia. Island
businessmen went to the mainland to
buy supplies. (Anthony Malloy, the
meat-market man, left to buy hogs to
relieve a pork shortage on the Island.)
Rough weather limited fishing and
endangered several boats, their crews,
and cargoes—requiring emergency
runs.
Travel, illness, commerce, delivering newborns and the mail, combating
winter—these human experiences happen in all times and in all places. But
Beaver Island in late 1908 was a place
before the Ages of Industry, Energy,

Development, and Information swept
through the nation. Before cars, highways, airplanes, penicillin, email,
“Made in Japan” and “Made in China,”
electric heat, Goretex.
Beaver Island spent most of the 20th
century catching up with the leading
edge of society’s progress — Electrification! Paved streets! A health center!
Airports! A library! A community center! A comprehensive land use plan!
Cell phones! A public school taught by
government certified teachers rather
than nuns! The internet!
Modernization involves a tricky
balance of adopting the new while preserving the old. It can be understood as
the result of outside forces such as new
technology (electricity and automobiles, for instance) or government policies that offer incentives, provide programs, or impose requirements. But the
story of how Beaver Island became
what it is today—what has changed and
what has been preserved—is also the
story of choices made by the men and
women who have lived here, and the
skill and determination—aided by serendipity—with which they pursued
those choices. That is the story this volume of The Journal of Beaver Island
History seeks to tell.
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Birch breaking ice: reflections in the Jordan River, a short winter walk off Hannigan’s Road

M a d o n n a's E u l o g y
I would first like to thank Father Pat
for all his years of service to Beaver
Island. Father Pat had a special place in
my Mother’s heart; her faith was the
cornerstone of her life, and having a
spiritual leader as good as Father Pat is
was very endearing to her. When she
spoke of only the good things of a person I knew how much she cared for
them. So Father if my Mother never
mentioned any of the not so good traits
of a person I knew how much she cared
for them. Thank you Father Pat.
Monday night after many grueling
hours of trying to get the funeral
arrangements in order, Karen asked me
if there were any more songs that would
be appropriate for this service. I said,
“yes, at least 100 more.” Trying to fit 60
years of history into 4 or 5 songs is a
daunting task. The grace and elegance
of Bing and Madonna as they glided
across the floor will be forever
engraved in our memories. The exact
pauses, the turns, and my Father on the
top of his toes was a sight to behold.
Edward Palmer, Jewell Gillespie, Ed
Sobie, Glen McDonough, Danny
Gillespie, and all who followed all
added to those special parties that were
so special to our parents.
So often Edward would tell me of
striking up a song just for Bing and
Madonna. They gave us a joy that will
forever remain in our memories. My
Mother told me once I should take dancing lessons so I could dance like my
Father. I said Mom nobody could dance
like Dad, no matter how many lessons
they took.
So many stories go through your
head preparing for this. I was warned
not to tell the bad ones, and “remember
you are in church.” So in that regard this
will probably be quite short; you can
thank me for that later.
When Loie Connaghan was caring
for Mom, she was attempting to give
her her meds. “I asked Aunt Madonna if
she could open her mouth, and she

replied I never close it.” After getting
the pill Loie asked if she wanted a drink,
and she said, “Always.”
The love and caring for her family
was the driving force in my Mother’s
life. Donna, Colleen, Karen, John,
Lynn, Dan, and I are so fortunate to
have had a Mother with so much passion for our upbringing. The loss is
great but the memories are strong
enough to overcome that loss.
The grandchildren were a special
joy to my Mother. Jaime, Katrina, Erin,
Nathan, Travis, Adam, Justin, Brendan,
Kendra, Kyle, Jared, John, Jessica,
Geralyn, Brianna, Trevor, Cameron,
Michael, Erin, Susie, and little Maggie
all are blessed with Grandma’s love. To
survive the ravages of time to enjoy
your greatgrandchildren is also a small
miracle. Violet, Ivy, Lily, Brach,
Zander, McKenzie, Allsion, Madison,
Hadley, Andrew, Logan, and Rialyn
will also carry those special genes from
Grandma.
With my encounters these past few
days, the selfishness comes out as well
as the heartful memories. “Who am I
going to sit on the porch with now?”
Aunt Rosie said. But the following
statement was “At least she is not suffering anymore.” Amy says, “Here is
your apple pie – not as good as your
Mother’s, of course.” “Oh those rolls
she would bake were the best,” commented Blythe. Memories that will
carry us through these times and be treasured the rest of our lives.
Too many people whom I could
speak about—it would take the rest of
the afternoon and then some. But I
would like to include Danny Gillespie’s
request. I commented about the news
program I saw of Danny, my brother
John, and other musicians going to people’s homes during St. Patrick’s Day
weekend and playing music for them.
He said Madonna was the next stop but
she had gone into town when they got
there. Madonna was just a few minutes
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shy of being a television star, he said.
A cook who could prepare a meal
for 30 as easy as 3. Everyone says their
Mother is the best cook but not all were
as fortunate as us to experience a truly
great cook. She was passionate to
please and entertain her friends and family; she united us all and made us dance
and laugh.
As a Mother’s Day present my
brothers and sisters decided to send Ma
to Ireland. I was elected the travel companion because I was the most Irish. It
was a memorable trip and very special
to Ma because she was reunited with the
Duffys. After a night of drinking in an
Aranmore pub I took Ma back to our
bed and breakfast around 3 a.m. About
5 a.m. I heard a voice calling me to
wake up. Jimmy, she said, Cindy is not
back yet. I said Ma this place is half the
size of Beaver Island; she is still at the
bar. Go and find her, she ordered. I am
not getting out of bed, I said. Needless
to say I lost that argument.
A few hours later after retrieving
our lost travel companion, we went to
the cemetery, where I had seen some
common surname headstones I wanted
to take pictures of. Cindy was asleep in
the rear seat of the car with her eyes
closed and her mouth open. Ma commented, “You know when they get in
that state you are supposed to put pennies over their eyes.”
Always witty, sometimes sarcastic,
but always honest. Hard not to love her
even if you disagreed with her. A person
who enriched us all. Made us laugh and
now makes us cry. Made us dance with
and alongside her. We will miss you but
we will never forget you.
Death leaves a heartache
No one can heal.
Love leaves a memory
No one can steal.
I am who I am because I knew her.
—Jimmy McCafferty

Ta k e t h e W h e e l

H e y, P at r i c k !

The Beaver Island Human Services
Commission is seeking individuals
interested in forming a steering committee for the purpose of developing a
Human Services-Health Fair for the
Fall of 2010.

Patrick Cull, son of Bruce and Patti
Cull, made the fall semester’s Dean’s
List at Central Michigan University,
where he is enjoying his freshman year
after graduating from the Beaver Island
Community School.

This is a chance to make a real difference.
If you’re interested, please contact
Pam Grassmick (231) 448-2314,
(248) 489-0784 or e-mail: mcgrass@
ameritech.net.

T h e B l u e J ay K n o w s
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Mt. Pisgah

Though you acquire the 10,000 things,
Will you hear the sound
of plastic snapping?
The mind will be still,
Yet the mailbox will not be Empty.
Endless the stream of economic woe,
In the trees the blue jay laughs!
Knowing nothing of interest rates or monthly fees,
When he eats the bounty of Nature
He is one with No-bills.
—Dawn George

Larry Laurain Construction
Licensed and Insured
Custom Home Construction
Remodel Additions Garages

Free your inner architect and enjoy
a worry-free project by working with
Larry Laurain Construction.
Custom New Homes
as well as quality additions and remodels.

231.448.2055

A N D E R S O N A E R I A L P H O T O G R A P H Y
e - m a i l a a p . m b a @ c h a r t e r. n e t

phone 231-947-4598

An Engagement
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Joe and Sheri Timsak, along with David Ferguson and
Cathy Garland, are proud to announce the engagement of
their children, Royce Ferguson and Krystle Timsak. A
wedding is being planned for the late spring of 2011.

A Book Award
Helen Kleczynski, owner of Helen’s Art House in
Vicksburg and who brought her art class to the Island last
summer so they could create small books of water color
paintings, entered her own hand-bound book, in a Carnegie
Center’s juried art show.
The book, “Tales of Beaver Island: an Artist’s Journal,”
won a Jurors’Award.

Featuring

Nina’s Restaurant
Where the Cuisine is as Wonderful as the View
Commercial & Residential Construction
specializing in custom wood homes

231-448-2396

Ernest Martin
Beaver Island Office
Phone 231-448-2074
Fax 231-448-2047

www.beaverislandlodge.com

email: info@kmcontractorsinc.com
web: www.kmcontractorsinc.com

!
!
!
!
!

Custom Homes
Garages/Additions
Remodeling/Siding
Painting, In & Out
Decks/Roofing
! Handyman Service

(231) 448-2571
“No Job Too Small”

Leona Mae Schellenberg, aged 84,
loving wife of Charles, of Breton
Woods, went home to be with her Lord
on Monday, January 11, 2010.
Displaying seemingly unending
energy, she was always creating something, and her donations of jams, baked
goods, and crafts benefited friends and
charities from Beaver Island to Orlando.
She played an important role in several
Island organizations, such as the
Library, Historical Society, and Christian Church. She strove to always be
helpful, and earned the love and admira-

tion of her many friends.
A few years ago she and her husband sold the Wicklow Beach home
they had owned for forty years. When
they returned the next summer they
drove down to look at it; sitting there
remembering all the good times they'd
had there with so many good friends,
she could not stop crying.
She was preceded in death by her
daughter Sheryl Struik in 1998. Leona
will be lovingly remembered by her husband of 64 years, Charles; her children,
Larry Schellenberg, Mary and Todd

Weston, James and Julie Schellenberg;
son-in-law, Bruce Struik; grandchildren, Marika and Adam BeVier, Elizabeth Struik, Julie and Mike Bacon, Matt
and Kim Weston, Paul Weston, Sari
Weston, Kevin Schellenberg; greatgrandchildren, Keaghan, and Ava
Bacon, Kady, and Kennedy Weston,
Addison, Montana, and Tripp BeVier.
Cremation took place, according to
her wishes. A memorial service was
held in Grand Rapids, with Rev.
Howard Davis and Rev. Ann Conklin
officiating.

O p e r at i o n C o a l S h o v e l
On the back cover, two photographs from Lake St. Clair provide an
interesting juxtaposition with our mild

January weather here where winter didn’t arrive until the last week. In the back
cover photos by Ensign Guillermo

Colom, the U.S. Coast Guard Cutters
Mackinaw and Neah Bay break track
lines for a commercial vessel, Jan. 12.

A new red roof to guide the migratory flock

Leona Schellenberg

Mrs. Redding’s Trail (right with snowmobile tracks reverse)
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A week before the end of January, the ice was still barely formed on the Back Beach

The Adventures of Gablo
When Jeff Powers went through his
attic he found several old newspapers,
including a partially chewed-away
Detroit Times from February 16, 1948
which included a story about Beaver
Island Native American fisherman
Francis Gablo.
“Charlevoix—Being marooned 20
hours in bitter temperatures on an ice
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floe in Lake Michigan was sized up as
‘comfortable’ today by Francis Gablo,
33, in the warmth of his living room.
“Gablo told a Coast Guard crew
which rescued him late yesterday that
‘I wasn't worried at all.’ He was taken
off a drifting floe near Beaver Island, on
which he had been trapped while ice
fishing after a Coast Guard plane had

spotted him.
“‘I spent a comfortable night,’ he
said. ‘I moved my shanty next to an
unoccupied shelter and I just cozied up
and waited for somebody to find me.’”
“Gablo wasted no time in plowing
into a hot meal. Afterward he admitted
he hadn't been comfortable enough for a
repeat performance.”

L e t t e r s : T o A l l My F r i e n d s
I have been in Florida for twelve
days now. We've had chilly weather, but
there is no ice on the roads. And the
skies are blue, making me feel very fortunate.
Two or three years ago I put notes in
the Island papers, of congratulations for

all occasions; I am doing this again
instead of sending cards to everyone.
This note goes out to all who are
celebrating birthdays, anniversaries,
and special occasions, including Valentines Day, St. Patrick’s Day, and Easter.
Please know you are all special, and

I will be thinking of you and remembering you in my prayers.
You young people, keep up the
good work in school and in sports—I'm
proud of you!
Blessings and love to all,
—Skip

B I C S B o a r d o f E d u c at i o n
Notice of Filing Deadline for BICS
Board of Education: Candidates have
until 4 p.m. February 9, 2010 to register
with the St. James township clerk’s
office. .
One four-

year term will be up for election at
the annual school election on May 4.
Incumbent board treasurer, Barbara
Schwartzfisher plans to seek reelection.
Other interested candidates must be regis-

The

HARBOUR
Beaver Island’s Oldest PUB
and its FINEST FOOD

Super Bowl Party Feb 7th
Complimentary Pizza & Hot Dogs
Valentines Dinner Feb 14th
Mexican Night coming Mid-February

tered voters of the school district and file
a nominating petition with signatures of
at least 20 voters or a $100 filing fee. Petition packets can be picked up from St.
James Township clerk or from the school.

Chili Cook-Off March 11th
March 19th The Group
Elevation – The world's greatest
U2 Tribute band! The official
band of the 2010 Guinness Tour

MARKET
Home Baked- Scones, Muffins, Cookies
Jim's Pizza & Sandwiches
Beer, Wine, Liquor, Soda Candy Cigarettes & Ice
Free Wi-fi Smoke Free Atmosphere
Hours: 7 days, 3 pm - 8 pm

“Life is Better at
the Beach!”
Open Wed - Sat.

5 pm - Close
Free Wi-Fi

home stand of the season against
Mackinac Island the weekend of Feb.
5-6. Following the Mackinac weekend
both Islanders teams will travel to
Northport on Feb. 9 for non-conference
games against the Wildcats with the
girls tipping off at 6 pm and the boys at
7:30. The Northport boys were 5-5 at
press time, while the girls were 1-6. The
Islanders wrap up the regular season on
the road, traveling to Grand Marais
(Feb. 12-13) and then Mackinac Island
on Feb. 19-20.

Gus eyes the hoop

J

anuary was not only a busy
month for the two Islanders
basketball teams, it was a
highly successful one as well as the
teams combined for a perfect 12-0
sweep over three weekend series.
February will prove to be just as
busy with three crucial series, an
interesting non-conference challenge, plus the Northern Lights
League tournament at Hannahville
on Feb. 26-27.
The Islanders open with their final

Dereck reverses

A clean sweep for Island sports

Doug flies in
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Brighid looks to score
Olivia looks to score

by Frank Solle; photos by Frank Solle and Erin Boyle
33.
In like a lamb, out like a lion
With January’s wins the Lady
The Lady Islanders took to January
Islanders improve to 8-0 overall and
7-0 in NLL play and are tied atop the like the proverbial March saying, sacrileague standings with Mackinac Island. ficing both the Ojibwe Eagles and the
The Islanders are alone in first place in Paradise Rockets to the dual alters of
the league at 5-0, thanks to a 30-0 runs and running clocks, providHannahville win at Mackinac Island, ing the only storms of the month.
In both games against the Eagles
and are 6-0 overall.
If you add in the scrimmages the Islanders scored the first 30 points,
against Hannahville to open the season en route to wins of 36-2 and 59-13.
and, for the boys, the recent scrim- The Friday game was called just after
mages against Bear River, each team is halftime as one of the Ojibwe players
9-1 on the season.
continued on page 34.

Emerald Isle Hotel
Olivia leads the break

The Island’s newest hotel – One Block from the
Ferry Dock, right on the corner of Donegal Bay Road
All Rooms & Apartment Suites have Kitchens
Full Housekeeping . Bike Rentals available on site
Free WIFI Internet access & Conference Room

For Reservations
or information call

(231) 448-2376

www.Em eraldIsleHotel.com
Beautiful Modern Rooms, 2-bedroom Apartment Suites, & Conference Room

Dereck soars above

Tip-off

Cameron pressured

Photographs by Frank Solle and Erin Boyle

Eagles to knot the score 41-41 at the end
of regulation. The first overtime period
stayed close over the four-minutes of
play, with the game tied 50-50 at the end.
The Eagles took a six-point lead
during the second OT. But eighthgrader Olivia Cary came up with a huge
steal and coasted in for a layup. Sophomore Jenna Battle hit her second basket
of the game and senior Kristy Bousquet
followed with a steal and a layup to send
the game to its third extra session. Still
trailing by four with just 10 seconds to
play, things had looked bleak for the
Islanders.
This time it was the Islanders taking the early lead by six, but the Eagles
clawed back within two before time
finally expired with the Islanders cling-

their teamwork by running plays to perfection—setting screens, sending crisp
passes to cutting players, and finishing
with accurate shots—and the results
showed it.
Perhaps it was that experience that
aided the Islanders against the roar of a
three-overtime challenge in their first
game at Hannahville to close out the
month. “Talk about heart failure. It was
sheer craziness,” McDonough said of
the tension-filled 64-62 triple thriller
against the Soaring Eagles. “I wasn't
prepared for this at all,” the first-year
coach added.
After a back-and-forth first half, the
Lady Islanders built an 11-point lead in
the third quarter only to see it slip away
as the game wore down, allowing the

A Clean Sweep, from page 33.
was suffering from an allergic reaction and needed to be transported to
the Heath Center. Fortunately, her condition proved not to be serious and she
was suited up the following morning.
Paradise failed to provide much
more resistance to the speedy Islanders
in a pair of games that each finished
under running clock conditions. The
Islanders claimed a 56-21 win Friday
and a 54-8 win on Saturday.
“We played very well in all our
games,” stated a pleased coach Diane
McDonough. “Different players
stepped up at different times and we had
the kind of teamwork you like to see.”
There were times in all four games
that the Lady Islanders demonstrated
34.

ing to the slight lead. “Our defense
saved us in the end,” McDonough said.
“The girls just didn't give up,” she
added. Hitting timely free throws also
played a big role in the extra periods the
coach said.
Four Islanders finished in double
figures, led by Claire Kenwabikise and
Olivia Schwartzfisher with 13 each.
Alex Kuligoski and Bousquet each finished with 10.
Expecting more of the same in the
Saturday game, McDonough told her
charges, “Now is not the time to slow
down.” And they didn't. Pulling away in

the second quarter behind a tenacious
full court press, they breezed to a 60-30
win. “Figure that one out,” the coach
challenged. Kuligoski and Brighid
Cushman paced the Lady Islanders
with 10 points each.
Boys take charge with big wins
The Islanders boys started the new
year with a stiff challenge from the Bear
River Barnstormers, a traveling club
team made up of students from
Petoskey High School who were unable
to make that Class B school’s varsity
team. All the boys played ball through
middle school and some on freshman

and junior varsity teams, so it's not like
they didn't know the game. They had
height, speed, and talent, and provided
the Islanders with much-needed, highlevel competition.
The biggest challenge for the
Islanders came in the first game, where
they pulled out an exciting 38-37 win,
after holding off a furious comeback
attempt by the Barnstormers. Late baskets by seniors Bryan Timsak and
Dereck McDonough prevented the visitors from grabbing the lead down the
stretch and preserved the win. “That's
continued on page 36.
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....To Express Our Thanks!
The Family of Emmalee Antkoviak
Truly Appreciate Everyone’s Efforts
during this incredible journey.
May God Bless You
in the New Year and Always.
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Clean Sweep, from page 34.
what you expect from your senior
leaders,” said Islanders coach Dan
Martell.
The Saturday game turned on a big
third quarter by the Islanders, led by
three triples from Timsak, as the home
team transformed a 21-20 halftime deficit into a 40-32 advantage. A 13-0 run to
open the fourth quarter sealed the deal
on a 53-39 win and weekend sweep.
Timsak finished the game with 27
points. “We couldn't stop him, he's a big
time player,” the Bear River coach said
of Timsak.
“These were fantastic games for
us,” Martell said. “We can learn a lot

playing an athletic team which doesn't
give up.”
The games against Paradise weren't
quite as challenging, although the
Rockets had the Islanders on their heels
for much of the first half in the Friday
game. A 15-11 Rockets run in the second quarter gave the visitors a fourpoint lead before Islanders sophomore
Matthew Cull drained a trey at the
buzzer to close the half with the Islanders trailing 19-18.
The game, and the weekend, turned
on an impressive 26-0 Islanders run
over the third quarter keyed by a fullcourt press. Paradise never recovered in
what proved to be a 60-37 Islanders win

Martin Well Drilling
&
Residential and Commercial
&
Water Wells: 4", 5", and larger
&
Modern Rotary Well Rig

that night, or in a 65-18 Islanders victory the next morning as the home team
burst out on a 23-2 first-quarter run and
never looked back. “Our press got us
working hard at both ends of the floor,”
Martell said of the defensive effort. “It
let us create enough turnovers to take
control.”
Junior Doug Campbell had a big
weekend for the Islanders with a pair of
double-doubles. Campbell scored 12
points Friday while pulling down 20
rebounds. On Saturday he scored 14 to
go with 15 rebounds.
The Islanders wrapped up the
month by taking care of business at
Hannahville in a pair of league con-

New Home Construction

Remodel

Additions

Larry Laurain Construction
Licensed and Insured

Also ...
&
Pump Installations
&
Well Repairs

If you want a well now,
I have the equipment.

Call Bud @ 448-2197
or 448-2397

VAN & GEO RENTAL

Garages Decks Kitchens & Baths
Cultured Stone Vinyl & Aluminum Siding
Tile & Cement Work

Beaver Island Marina

PICK UP AT BOAT OR PLANE
At Your Service:
Transient Slips
Fuel - Charts - Shipstore
Auto & Boat Repair
Licensed Mechanic
Storage & More

Multi-Day Discounts
4 HR. Rates available

Call: 448-2300

Gas Station and Car Rental
Gold Card Savings
Check out our ship store: Gifts, Bait, and More.
25860 Main - P.O. Box 76 -Photograph
Beaver Island,
MI
49782
by Alan and
Kathy
Brouard
MARINA (231) 448-2300 - FAX (231) 448-2763

BEAVER ISLAND MARINA

REPAIR SHOP (231) 448-2307

E-MAIL: Pat@BeaverIslandMarina.com

www.beaverislandmarina.com

tests, winning Friday 66-63 and Saturday 65-58. The wins give the Islanders
a two-game cushion in the league
standings, or, as coach Martell put it,
“We are the only undefeated team left in
the league and that puts us in the
driver’s seat.”
The Islanders seemed to be driving
backwards during the early going of
their opening game at Hannahville as
they found themselves trailing 37-26 at
the half. But an increase in effort at both
ends of the court carried the Islanders to
the win. “They hurt us early with their
shooting,” Martell said of the eagleeyes. “We learned that with any separation they were burying their shots. They

hit eight three-pointers in the first half.”
Stepping up to shut down the
Eagles shooters, the Islanders outscored the hosts 40-26 over the second
half. “By playing really aggressive and
tight man-to-man defense we held them
to just six points in the fourth quarter,”
Martell said.
The Eagles jumped out to a 6-0 lead
Saturday morning, but the Islanders
warmed up, took the lead, and held off
any Hannahville comeback hope. “We
chipped away at the lead and then seesawed through the second quarter,” said
Martell. “Then we took control, and
they never got closer than three points
the rest of the game.”

MacEachmharcaigh Construction
when you want to deal with
someone you can trust, there’s

Timsak led the offense for the 37.
Islanders with 24 points on Friday
and 33 points on Saturday. Fellow
senior Cameron LaVasseur snatched 12
steals on Friday and hustled throughout
the weekend according to the coach.
“He never gave up and never came out,”
Martell said of LaVasseur’s scrappy 64minute weekend effort. “He was on the
floor scrambling for loose balls constantly.”
With three league contests remaining in the season, that's the type of
effort Martell is looking for from all his
players. “Every game is a must win for
us from here,” he said. “We don't want
to have a let-up.”

WENDY S. WHITE, D.D.S.
BEAVER ISLAND FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dan McCafferty
license # 2101179333
26275 McCafferty Lane

231-448-2238
dansarahoct9@tds.net

“A lifetime in construction has taught me the value of honesty, communication, and dedication to craftsmanship.”

Cottage Openings and Closings
Car Delivery to Airports and Ferry Dock
Powerwashing Decks . Spring Cleaning . Yard Maintenance
Winter Watch (once a month we can look at the outside,
or even go through your house to make sure everything is ok,
that no trees have fallen, etc.)

Window and Door Repair; Deck Repair; Painting
We have Comp and Liability Insurance.
References available.

Phone 231-448-2019
Cell 231-838-6084
johnsrunberg@hotmail.com

P.O. Box 218
37304 King’s Highway
Beaver Island, MI 49782
(231) 448-2100
Hours By Appointment

Connaghan
Construction
COMPLETE BUILDING AND REMODEL
ADDITIONS, GARAGES,
DECKS, PATIOS, PORCHES
KITCHENS AND BATHS, FLOORS AND MORE
FREE ESTIMATES
TONYCONNAGHAN@GMAIL.COM
231 448 2343
CELL 616 843 5381

BICC

Beaver Island Conservation Club
“Rehabilitate, expand, maximize, and sustain”

BEAVER ISLAND CAN BE A WILDLIFE PARADISE
Our Mission:
Rehabilitate, expand, maximize, and sustain the wildlife,
forests, and fisheries of the Beaver Archipelago by
promoting scientific management concepts, responsible
harvest, proper land use and sustainment, and public /
private land owner cooperation

Visit our website at:

www.beaverislandconservation.org
See details on Quality Deer Management, Smallmouth Bass
restoration, trout rearing, game bird habitat improvement, and to
become a member.
Member:

*Join Now: 100% of your $50 dues
will go directly to the island
Send dues to:
Beaver Island Conservation Club
PO Box 334
Beaver Island, MI 49782

www.beaverislandconservation.org
* The BICC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit

E s ta b l i s h m e n t o f t h e
B e a v e r I s l a n d C o n s e r v at i o n C l u b
We are pleased to announce the formation of the Beaver Island Conservation Club (BICC). The BICC is a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization
founded by Jared Pike, Todd Ireland, and
Gavin West, which is open to all people
who live, vacation, fish, and hunt on Beaver Island. Its mission is to “rehabilitate,
expand, maximize, and sustain the wildlife, forests, and fisheries of the Beaver
Archipelago by promoting scientific management concepts, responsible harvest,
proper land use and sustainment, and
public / private land owner cooperation.”
The BICC will concentrate its
efforts in 10 areas:
! Establish the Beaver Island Wildlife, Forestry, and Fisheries Endowment (BIWFFE) as a sustainable
income source supporting the mission of the BICC.
! Rehabilitate, expand, maximize,
and sustain the Whitetail herd thru
Quality Deer Management initiatives and cooperation between private land owners and state / local
agencies.
! Rehabilitate, expand, maximize,
and sustain the world class
Smallmouth bass fishery through
regulation ensuring sustainable harvest and adequate populations of
fish.
! Rehabilitate, expand, maximize,
and sustain native fish (Lake Trout,
Brooke Trout, and Perch) and fish
spawning areas on Beaver Island
and within the Beaver Archipelago.
! Rehabilitate, expand, maximize,
and sustain native upland bird habitat on Beaver Island.
! Develop, maximize, and sustain

Brown Trout fisheries in the Beaver
Archipelago.
! Develop, maximize, and sustain
Steelhead Fisheries in the Beaver
Archipelago.
! Expand, maximize, and sustain the
wild turkey population in the
Beaver Archipelago.
! Serve as an island liaison to state
and national governmental agencies
and private conservation agencies
on wildlife, forestry, and fisheries
issue affecting the Beaver Archipelago.
! Serve as an umbrella organization
of Island chapters of national hunting, fishing, conservation, and
conservation, and forestry organizations including, but not limited to,
Quality Deer Management Association, Trout Unlimited and Ruffed
Grouse Society.
The BICC will launch its efforts by
hosting the Quality Deer Management
Association (QDMA) on Saturday,
March 6th. Bob DuCharme, QDMA
Director for the Great Lakes Region,
will speak on the issues facing the
Whitetail Herd on the Beaver Island and
the important part that Quality Deer Management can play in rehabilitating and
expanding our deer numbers, health, and
size. A public informational session will
be held from 4-6 pm at the Beaver Island
Community Center. The Beaver Island
Conservation Club will look to establish
a QDMA branch on the island during
2010 and work with the Michigan DNR
to establish regulations supporting that
effort. Detailed information on the Quality Deer Management Association can
be found at www.QDMA.com .

Ryan Smith Construction
Licensed Contractor

Remodels
Integrity
Additions
Efficiency
New Construction
Quality Craftsmanship
Roofing, Siding, Replacement Windows
Ryan Smith
P.O. Box 331 . Beaver Island, MI 49782
phone

231-448-2601

cellular

231-620-0243

email ryanandkerry@tds.net
w w w . B u i l d O n T h e B e a v . c o m
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The BICC will also be initiating a
fund raising effort to support the Beaver
Island Wildlife, Fisheries, and Forestry
Endowment (BIWFFE). The BIWFFE
is intended to become a renewable
source of funding supporting the mission of the BICC. As a non-profit wildlife organization the BICC will have the
ability to petition for state, federal, and
private grants as well as raising funds
thru private donors. Erin McDonough,
island native and Executive Director of
the Michigan United Conservation Club
(MUCC) states, the “MUCC appreciates
the passion and enthusiasm that one of
our newest affiliate clubs, the Beaver
Island Conservation Cooperative, is
showing in promoting our outdoor heritage in Michigan. We welcome them
aboard and look forward to working
with them.” The BICC looks forward to
working with the MUCC, as well as the
newly revamped Michigan DNRE, to
maximize the support for Beaver Island
and its surrounding waters.
Please visit our website at
www.beaverislandconservation.org for
membership information as well as up to
date information on meetings, events,
and BICC initiatives. You can also contact BICC leadership at the following
email address and phone numbers.
Gavin West 269-369-1788
gavin.w.west@gmail.com
Todd Ireland 616-340-3672
todd.ireland@immersi.com
Donations and dues ($50 annually)
can be sent to:
Beaver Island Conservation Club
PO Box 334
Beaver Island, MI 49782
– Gavin West

MOONEY ELECTRIC
“Where you’ll never be left in the dark”

Electrical Repair – Troubleshooting
Residential and Commercial Wiring
Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
Don and Duane Mooney, Owners
P. O. Box 94
(231) 448-2456
Beaver Island MI 49782
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Yes, the Beaver Island Wildlife Club
is alive and thriving. In light of recent
questions raised as to our viability, we
will attempt to bring you up to date.
The Beaver Island Wildlife Club has
been in existence since the 1940s (it was
called the Game Club but later changed
to Wildlife). It was organized for charitable, scientific, and educational purposes—more specifically to preserve all
wildlife on Beaver and Garden Islands.
Upon review of years of minutes
there is a common thread: everything
takes time and moves slower than we
hoped, and every project requires hours
of physical labor and/or conferencing.
Our concerns include the Double
Crested Cormorant (DCCO) overpopulation and its effect on the smallmouth
bass fishery; establishing a walleye fishery in Lake Geneserath to augment fishing opportunities; habitat for whitetail
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deer, grouse, and turkeys; management
of whitetail deer; and management of the
wild turkey population.
We first voiced concerns about
DCCO in 1995. The USDA Wildlife Service became involved in 2006 along
with our first public hearing on Beaver
Island with the state legislature. Because
of the undying efforts of the Wildlife
Club the Beaver Island Archipelago is
now slated to receive the state's largest
degradation order in 2010. Data has
shown that with this type of control, the
Les Cheneaux Islands has seen a return
of their perch fishery. We hope to see the
smallmouth bass fishery recover in
much the same way. This was only accomplished by countless hours of commitment on the part of our members, and
our president, Jeff Powers, attending
many meetings in Lansing. DCCO control, in addition to our club's successful
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effort to get the opening of smallmouth
seasoned changed to July 1st in 2001,
will add to the recovery of the fishery.
The conception of walleye rearing
began in 2000. Original sites and plans
had to be discarded but the pond became
a reality on property on lease from Jon
and Sally Fogg. The first fry were released in the pond in 2003. The Beacon
did an article on the project. Bill wrote
that four members rose to the challenge
and spent 10 hours a day for 5 days shaping a half-acre hole in the ground to fit
the requirements. Twenty two volunteers showed up to put the liner in place
and 16 students with Jim Gillingham finished the work with shovels and rakes.
Habitat for wildlife has always
been high on our list. We requested
clear-cutting as early as 2000 but it wasn't until 2006 that the first clear-cutting
was done near Camp #3. According to
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NEW HOME ON SECLUDED
ONE ACRE WOODED LOT
IN PORT ST. JAMES

FOR SALE: 28190 ISLAND
WOODS RD: 3 Bedrooms; 2 Baths;
Built in 2005. (231) 675-3746
Details & Photos: Forsalebyowner.com
(Listing ID #: 21207130)

400 ft from north shore. Listen to the
lake, see Garden Island when the
leaves fall. Open floor plan 1875 ft2 on
one floor. Full unfinished raised
basement with 2 egress windows. Two
large master suites, one with large deep
jet tub. Half bath in foyer. Smaller third
bedroom is used for office. Lots of
huge closets. Ceiling fans in every
room. Decks on three sides. Two-car
attached garage. Outdoor wood boiler
with auxiliary propane for hot water
baseboard heat. Radiant electric heat
tile in bathrooms and laundry room.
$250,000.
For more info call (231) 448-3010,
or e-mail kopperud@tds.net

FOR SALE: 650 SQUARE FT.
NEW HOME, $89000. IN P.S.J.
Super insulated, Cedar Shingles,
Metal Roof, Land Contract,
$10,000. Down, $600.00 / month.
Contact Mike Collins owner and agent
with Prudential Preferred Properties,
(231) 313-8739

WANTED: 5-10 ACRES to buy or
rent. Some cleared ground for garden &
pasture desirable as well as barn or
stable. (616) 828-4102
nsneller@posthastedesign.com
LOTS FOR SALE - Lots 727,728,729
in Port St. James #8 on Tamarock Trl.
$12500 ea. Wish to sell all 3 at one time.
$7500 down will finance $30000 bal at
$350 per mo. for a few years. Will sell
for cash for $34,500. Call Ben at
(386) 439-3351.
40 ACRES ON SLOPTOWN ROAD
- Call Bud at (231) 448-2397.
20 ACRES WEST SIDE ROAD
$55,000 ; 16x18 rustic cabin (no electricity or water) ; Apple orchard and
deer blinds ; great location for hunting ;
½ mile north of Fox Lake Rd ; contact:
Mike Eicher (248)766-4205.

DAN’S DEN - Great location–set back
from the road but close to everything in
town. 2 Bedrooms + Loft. Cathedral
Ceiling. See page 13. (231) 448-2238.
LAKE GENESERATH - Beautiful
lot on Hemlock Point Rd. 111' lake
frontage with lovely view across bay
into state forest. Entire lot level with
large hemlocks & no wetland or restrictions. $78,000. (616) 399-5164 or
mfolkening@pol.net
TWO LOTS IN THE PORT ST.
JAMES - near Font Lake. Perked,
wooded, buildable. #708 & 709; electric and phone right there. $14,000
each. Call Peggy at (269) 671-5557.
PROTECTED HARBOR SITE 60’ Lake frontage by 250' deep.
North of the Toy Museum. (231) 4482391.

2 LOTS ON SAND BAY - 3.3 Acres
each. 1700' deep. Sandy Beach.
Frontage 117' each. (810) 629-7680 or
(231) 448-2257.
PRIME 20 ACRES NEAR FONT
LAKE - close to town, w. apple trees,
power and road in. $150,000 Erik
Peterson (616) 240-8980.
FOR SALE, 11 ACRES ON EAST
SIDE DRIVE - good land, 357' on
road, 1373' deep; $28,900. Phone
(231) 448-2545.
10 ACRES OLD FOX LAKE ROAD
Beautiful, wooded, great building
site; $39,000 MUST SELL.
(231) 409-1214.
FOR SALE - 1300 SQ. FT. HOME
with 12'x12' out-building on Font Lake
Court $99,900.00 Call Mike Collins
(231) 448-2923.
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Brian Mastenbrook the DNR would
like to do 100-150 acres per year but we
have not seen that forthcoming. In
2005, the last time we had a DNR officer here to do deer checks, he told us he
was going to push for timber harvest. In
2003 the DNR sponsored material for
8 acres of food plot planting. We have
encouraged private owners to establish
food plots on their acreage, and that has
moved along, but we could use more.
When it comes to management of
whitetail deer, it seems that wildlife biologists we never knew existed come out
of the woodwork. Even the experts disagree but most do agree that island management is special—much different
than mainland management. In 2005
we sponsored a Quality Deer Management (QDM) discussion at Peaine Hall.
Perry Russo, North Central Regional
Director, spoke about measures aimed
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at improving herd quality. Following
this the club decided to implement a volunteer effort to encourage non-harvest
of small bucks in a campaign to “let him
go—let him grow.” As of late most landowner deer hunters have implemented
their own regulations to take only bucks
with at lease 3 points on one side. The
consensus was to keep it voluntary. To
further compliment the liaison we have
established with the DNR (mostly
through Brian Mastenbrook), we do a
yearly deer drive-by census, and our
trained volunteers check our own deer,
mostly Jacque LaFreniere and Jeff Powers. We have been praised by the DNR
for the information we provide to help
them determine health, population, and
the future of the deer on this island—they never had access to the kind
of information we are gathering.
Wild turkeys were reintroduced in

E s tat e ,

F o r

1995. The population is now estimated at
nearly 800. They require complementary
feeding in the winter, which we have assumed. The first year we provided 1,000
pounds of corn. We now purchase and distribute 10 tons of corn in the winter to our
feathered friends. We encourage more turkey hunters, to reduce the population.
Last November we celebrated our
first annual Harold Lounsberry Memorial Hunter’s Dinner at the Shamrock.
Proceeds of the dinner will be matched
annually and given to the 21st Century
Scholarship Fund at the BI Community
School.
So you see, we are well and living
here on BI. We are a dedicated group of
non-residents and residents who have the
Island’s wildlife at heart. We need to protect those things that we hold dear and
continue to work hard to preserve them.
—Lois Williams, Wildlife Club secretary
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BEACHFRONT HOUSE FOR
RENT: Exciting cottage with view of
High Island from large deck. Open floor
plan, huge windows on extremely private beach. 2 BRs with 2 full beds +
loft with 2 twins. 1½ baths, TV/VCR,
W/D, microwave, gas grill, all amenities. $1200/week; spring & fall $895.
Limit 6 people. Please call
(941) 921-2233 or (317) 769-6563

SAND BAY RENTAL HOME:
Located 4 miles south of town on East
Side Drive. A modern home built just
12 years ago on top of a sand dune.
Sleeps 6-8 with a large bunk room.
2 full baths. Large deck facing the
sunrise. Handicap accessible. Weekly
rental... $1350.00.
Also available, a 20x20 beach house.
Sleeps 2-3. Kitchen and bath.
Weekly... $550.00.
For more info email
billjturner@yahoo.com
or ph (517) 655-2852

WATERFRONT HARBOR HOUSE
FOR RENT - Spectacular view of
Paradise Bay! Large home with all the
amenities, linens provided. 4 bedroom,
2 ½ baths, sleeps 8, washer/dryer,
fully equipped kitchen, satellite tv.
June – Sept. $1250 a week. Short walk
to the Stoney Acre Grill. Please call
(231) 448-2235 for reservations or
more details.
HOUSE ON WICKLOW BEACH
FOR RENT - sleeps 6. $875/week
weekly rental. Contact Ryan or Kerry
Smith ryanandkerry@tds.net or
(231) 448-2601.
WEEKLY RENTAL - Lakefront.
“The Last Resort” 2 BR house on
Sand Bay, great view, beautiful sunrise,
laundry pair, 1 ½ bath. Phone Bill
McDonough at (231) 448-2733 (days).

SAND BAY COTTAGE - ON THE
LAKE with great beachfront. Sleeps 6.
Two bedrooms and loft, 1 bath. Modern
kitchen, fireplace, washer/dryer, grill.
Deck and screened-in gazebo. No
pets, no smoking. $800/week. Call
Sue on (231) 448-2670 or email
cabinbythelake1@gmail.com
SECLUDED 1940s LOG CABIN
JUST ONE BLOCK FROM LAKE
and market on one acre - Sleeps 4-6,
pets welcome ($100 deposit.) Washer,
Dryer & linens furnished. Bicycles,
canoe, grill available $700/wk; weekends available. (219) 863-2655 or email
cehlah@urhere.net
DONEGAL BAY - Clean and
Comfortable 3 Bedroom Home. Private
Beach, Unforgettable Sunsets. Call
Valerie Connors at (810) 487-1028.

The

Convent

in the Village

Beautiful Harbor View
Full Housekeeping Home
Sleeps 15 - 7 Bedrooms w/ sinks
Fully-equipped Kitchen
Beach Access
Great for Multi-Family Groups,
Family Reunions, Business Retreats

Open Year Round. Weekly Rental in season
2-night minimum off-season

Call 448-2206
(Pam O'Brien)

7 PINES - Weekly Rental Close to
town (short walk to Dalwhinnie)
Sleeps 6, 1½ bath, washer/dryer,
linens furnished, freshly remodeled,
DOG FRIENDLY, $750/week,
Contact Ryan & Gretchen Fogg at
(616) 836-1597. ryanpfogg@gmail.com
WEEKLY RENTAL - Harbor Beach
Two-bedroom Condos. $550/week.
Call Satch Wierenga at (231) 448-2808.
WATERFRONT COTTAGE - On
the east side. Available by the week or
weekend. One BR, full kitchen and
bath. Enjoy the water and the woods,
year round. Off-season rates.
Complete privacy. (231) 448-2907.
LOG CABIN ON SAND BAY pets allowed. 2 BR, 1 bath: $500.
Call (734) 449-0804 or email
delzey@earthlink.net continued on page 42.
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Real Estate, For Rent

DONEGAL BAY COTTAGE: 3 BR, 2
BA, full kitchen, W/D, fireplace, secluded
patio & deck surrounded by pines and
bluff and overlooking one of Beaver
Island’s best beaches. $850 per week JuneSeptember; winter rates available. Call
(734) 996-3973 or

Continued from page 41.

LAKEFRONT
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1 double and 6
single beds, washer/dryer, wrap-around porch, views of sunset & overlooking Garden & Squaw Islands.
$1200/week. (616) 405-8926 Website:
www.whatproperties.com/PL48480
E-mail: Info@whatproperties.com

home.comcast.net/~loonlookout/site/

BEAUTIFUL COTTAGE on a
wooded lot. This chalet-style cottage
is new, bright and airy with a large
front room and cathedral ceiling, lots
of windows, and double sliding glass
doors. Convenient access to the best
beach on the island. Only $675/week.
Off-season $425. Call (517) 927-2374
nprawat@yahoo.com

VALHALLA:
Spacious cottage for weekly rental. Two
bdrms with 6 bed bunk rm. 1 & ½ bath.
Washer/dryer. Great kitchen w/all
amenities. Sauna w/shower. Lk. Mich
short walk to beach on owners property.
Pets OK. $850. View pics. under cabin
rental at www.BeaverIslandJewelry.com
(231) 448-2868 or cell (231) 631-9285

SECLUDED BEAUTIFUL CHALET
FOR RENT: 10 Acres of pine with 360'
of sandy Lake Michigan Beach. 2-BR
(including loft), one bath, Great Room
with 2 sofa sleepers. Fabulous views of
the Lake. Large decks. Sleeps 7. Across
from state land and hiking trails. Satellite
TV. No smoking. Dogs allowed. $800
per week. Call Ed or Connie Eicher
(231) 448-2257 or (810) 629-7680

WATERFRONT HOME RENTAL/wk
3+bedroom, 3bath, 2,000s/f living space;
at entrance of Beaver Harbor. Newly carpeted & painted, extensive decks, handcrafted “shipwreck furniture” wet bar in
sunroom/lounge w/ spectacular views of
Lake Michigan & lighthouse.
$1,200./wk
(231) 448-3031

DONEGAL BAY - 3 BR 2 bath Home;
sleeps 6; many amenities. $980 a week.
Reduced rates for off-season. Phone
(313) 885-7393, after 4:00 p.m.
APARTMENT FOR RENT $550/month, Fully Furnished, Near
Four-Corners, Year Round availability
Call (231) 448-2074 or (231) 922-0000.
HAGGARD’s SUMMER RENTAL
HOME - Beautiful home overlooks
Paradise Bay across from the Maritime
Museum. A comfortable custom home

sleeps 8-10 with 3 baths. Sunset view of
the harbor and the village of St James is
a winner. Public sand beach is close by.
Well mannered pets welcome. Only
$1,200 per week. Call (231) 547-4046
(day) (231) 547-6600.(evening) or
email samhunt59@yahoo.com
RENTAL CABIN - for rent - Sand
Bay-sleeps 8—amenities—available
May- September $950.00 wk plus security deposit. (231) 582-5057 or email
robin@robinleeberry.com.

LOCH WOOD SHORES - Located
on the beach of Sand Bay. 3 bedroom,
1 ½ bath, W/D, full kitchen, gas grill,
large deck that you step off onto the
beach, fireplace, dish, and a gorgeous
view. tammymcd107@yahoo.com or
call (231) 448-2733 or (231) 448-2499.

loonlookout@comcast.net

Subscription:
LOEW’S LODGE ON LAKE
GENESERATH: 6 BR (queens in 4
BR, bunks in 2 BR), 2 shower baths, 2
screened porches. laundry facilities, linen
and bedding provided. Fully equipped
kitchen. Boat available. $1050/week.
(231) 448-2809

New

Renewal

Name
Address
City

State

Zip

$30.00 / Year (Standard Rate Mail)
$45.00 / Year (First Class Mail)
Please Mail to: The Beaver Beacon . Box 254, Beaver Island, MI 49782

Browse the best Island rental cottages online, anytime, www.beaverbeacon.com or www.beaver-island.com

NEAR DONEGAL BAY’S BEACH:
3BR 1 queen, 1 full, 2 twin & queen
sofa sleeper. 2 Bath, Fireplace, W/DR,
All Amenities, Satellite TV. /
VCR/DVD, grill, bikes No pets.
$790/week. Off season April Thru June
13 & Sept 13 Thru Oct $590. Call Gale
or Warren Evenings (708) 389-0621
Day (708) 214-7049

ALLEN HARBOR-LAKE FRONT:
One block W. of marina. Sharp 3 bedroom, 3 bath, washer/dryer. Sleeps 8.
Awesome view of harbor from living
room, kitchen/dining room, and master
bedroom. $1,400/week. Call Patti Fogg
(616) 399-5067 pfogg@charter.net or
www.allenfoggcottages.com

HARBOR LIGHTS:
A unique log home looking out over Paradise Bay. Beautiful views of St. James harbor, Garden and Hog Islands. Enjoy the boat traffic from the huge deck, or sit around
the fire pit on the beach. Home is very secluded, sitting among lush cedars and pines.
3 bedrooms with 2 queens and 2 double beds. One large bathroom and one half bath.
All the amenities you could ever need. Immaculate home with “spectacular” views.
Our rate is $1,150 per week.
Home (630) 834-4181 Cell (630) 995-0507 E-mail harborlightsbim@aol.com
We know you'll come back to Harbor Lights!

SAND BAY - “BAY HAVEN”
COTTAGE - WEEKLY RENTAL Lake Front, Sandy Beach, 5 br, great
view, laundry, East Side Dr.—only
four miles from town. This home is
only two years old. Awesome sunrises
—walk to beach is straight and flat
out the lower level. Please cal l
Laurie Bos at (616) 786-3863 or email
lauriesbos@chartermi.net Taking reservations for 2010. Photographs :
www.bayhaven.beaverisland.net

THE FISHERMAN’S HOUSE Great ‘In-Town’ location across the
street from St. James Harbor on the harbor road. 4 BR/2 Bath; W/D; Four bedrooms, three rooms with double beds
and one room with twin beds, two bathrooms, bed linens and bath towels provided, fully equipped modern kitchen,
washer/dryer, TV, enclosed porch, and
open deck with grill. For availability,
call Bill or Tammy (231) 448-2499 or
(231) 448-2733.

Give a Gift Subscription:
Name
Address
City

State

Zip

$30.00 / Year (Standard Rate Mail)

If you would like a gift card sent:

$45.00 / Year (First Class Mail)

A Gift From

Message
Please Mail to: The Beaver Beacon . Box 254, Beaver Island, MI 49782
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ISLAND AERIE: Overlooking harbor
next to Nature Preserve, easy walk/bike to
town, 3 bathrooms, 4 BR w/ 2 king and 10
twin beds, large 1st floor decks, 2nd floor
wet bar and deck, 3rd floor game room, all
modern amenities and appliances, great for
multiple families and groups. $1800/week,
reduced off-season and extended-stay
rates. Call John and Jan (989) 866-2159
www.islandaerie.net . Jan@islandaerie.net

JUDE’S RENTALS: Pleasantly situated in the heart of it all! Jude’s house is
nestled among the peaceful nature of
Beaver Island in addition to being just
walking distance from the harbor, historical museums, shops, restaurants and the
beach. Call Jude Martin (231) 448-2673
or (616) 340-5339

DONEGAL BAY COTTAGE - Nicely
furnished 3 BR, 1 bath, washer/dryer.
On dune w/ beach access. $775/ July &
August $600 off-season weekly. Dana
Luscombe (248) 549-2701 eve or
dana.luscombe@gmail.com
NEW AD - (231) 448-2476

SHORTY’S PLACE:
Close to town with a beautiful view of
the harbor and water access, 3 bedroom,
2 bath, sleeps 6. Dalwhinnie and
McDonough’s within walking distance.
$1100 per week.
Call Patti Fogg: (616) 399-5067
Website: www.allenfoggcottages.com
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