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CARY CONCRETE LTD
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Fresh bakery items daily, espresso, cappuccino, deli salads,
sandwiches, pizza, ice cream, soft drinks, and much more!
Eat in or take out. (231) 448-2736.

Quality Work Done on Time
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Site Clearing
Driveways
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Septic
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Systems
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Top Soil
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FREE Deluxe Continental Breakfast
In-room Refrigerator & Microwave
Wireless Internet Access (free)
Outdoor Pool * Indoor Hot Tub Spa Tower
All Rooms have 25” TV/VCRs

RATES FROM $47.00 off season

R. Gillespie Enterprises
P.O. BOX 217 . BEAVER ISLAND MI 49782

231-448-2577
Excavating * Road Building
Contracting * Licensed Builder
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Martin Well Drilling
&
Residential and
Commercial
&
Water Wells: 4“, 5“,
and larger
&
Modern Rotary
Well Rig
Also ...
&
Pump Installations
&
Well Repairs
If you want a well now,
I have the equipment.

Call Bud @ 448-2197
or 448-2397

News from the Townships

St. James Township
At the St. James meeting of 12-3,
EMS Director Sarah McCafferty
reported on the transport situation.
Island Airways is in the process of
becoming qualified to transport
patients, for which it will have to
purchase a portable gurney; it will
require two people to install it in any of
the Islander planes, but it can be done in
fifteen minutes. IA’s request for
certification was on the desk of the Air
Ambulance Inspector—where it might
languish for months. If approved, it
will take eight weeks to build the
gurney and another eight weeks to
inspect its installation. In the meantime
Northflight and the Coast Guard will
continue flying off those patients who
can not sit up—except in life-threatening emergencies.
There have been a few inquiries
about using the former C of C building
west of the Municipal Marina office,
but the Board decided to wait until
some criteria can be formulated before
considering them.
Don Vyse reported from the Airport
Committee that it recommended
purchasing a 5-acre parcel on its north
border, using money from its
Development Fund (currently with
$48k). First it would have an appraisal
done—a prerequisite for reimbursement by the FAA; then it would negotiate a price, probably up to $20k. The
Board approved.
Rick Speck was reappointed as the
Township Board’s emissary to the
BIRHC Board.
Gordon Heika submitted the only
snow-plowing bid—at a dollar less than

last year’s price. He was authorized to
keep the Town Hall and Government
Center snow-free.
The Board agreed to support, in a
letter, the Economic Development
Corporation’s request for a grant for the
Senior Housing Center from the Grand
Traverse Bands.
Peaine Township
The parking lot was full of cars
driven by those wanting to witness the
first meeting chaired by Peaine’s new
supervisor, Jack Gallagher, who passed
out a thick packet of information with
the agenda—including three colorcoded sheets. One, yellow, listed ten
supervisor responsibilities plus others
for the Clerk, the Treasurer, and the
Trustees. Another, in blue, described
the process, by example, for creating
the agenda for each meeting and listing
those items that belonged on it. The
third, in green, proposed immediately
launching a strategic planning process
for determining the next budget (to be
finalized in March), giving a time line
for the necessary steps.
The packet contained other items as
well, including a copy of the Planning
Commission’s minutes from 2-10-04
concerning a land division approval for
Sue Poppe and a letter from the
Equalization Department discussing
“Poppe’s Path,” and a letter from Ed
Welter, attached to a news article about
the importance of broadband.
Jack Gallagher opened what would
be a 150-minute meeting with ten
minutes of comments about his hopes
and plans, leading to a unanimous
resolution about the value of open,
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transparent government. He called
upon the public to contact him with
matters about which they were concerned, and hoped each agenda could be
posted no later than the Monday before
a scheduled meeting—and the minutes
within 21 days following a meeting. He
thought it would be helpful to print for
each Board member a list of committees, their members, and the members’
terms and remuneration. He wanted to
let the public comment early in the
monthly meetings.
Paul Welke mentioned that he
had resigned from the Planning
Commission only because Larry
Kubic’s election as Treasurer put two
Board members on the Commission,
which was one too many.
The supervisor had looked at the
audit, noting that some items (in Waste
Management, because of extra doors
and the chipper, and Airport, because of
an increase in gas prices) had exceeded
the budget. He noted that state law
required a budget reexamination and
possible modification when proposed
expenditures would exceed its allocation, which was not being done.
The supervisor acknowledged the
exceptional contributions of his
predecessor, which was seconded by
other Board and audience members.
John Works was lauded for his dedicated service and leadership, his
integrity, and his importance to the
Beaver Island community.
The possible acquisition of a fiveacre parcel contiguous to the north side
of the airport was discussed. Several
maps were circulated, including some
brought by Ed Wojan. Paul Welke

thought buying this property would
protect the N/S runway; without it,
there would be no legal remedy to
inhibit tree growth just 15' north of the
runway. The supervisor wanted to make
sure this would not open the door for
additional purchases, and was assured
that this was a unique case. The airport
Committee revealed that FAA funds
would not be forthcoming until their
current project, the acquisition of land
west of the E/W runway, was concluded, but that if we followed proper
procedures (primarily, getting the land
appraised beforehand), there was a 5050 chance reimbursement could be
obtained.
The supervisor announced that he
had appointed Jim Birdsall as his
deputy, and wondered about compensation. He said he would have his hands
full with regular work, but there will be
much extra work because of the
problems brought by our weak economy, and then there are the opportunities we might grasp, if we have someone to act on them. After discussion it
was agreed to postpone this matter until
more detailed information arrives.
Filling the Board of Revue term of
Arnie Rich, who had resigned in
October, was the next topic. The
supervisor had found a possible
candidate and wanted approval—the
law requires the Review Board to be in
place on January 1st—but decided, upon
comments by the Board and the
audience, to postpone selection until
the position could be posted. A special
meeting will be held on 12-22 to
determine the replacement.
continued on page 6.
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Beaver Island Rural Health Center
Dr. Jessica Carden is a
third generation
graduate of Palmer
College of Chiropractic
in Davenport, Iowa.
She is from Leelanau
County where both she
and her husband
practice chiropractic.
Dr. Carden offers gentle
instrument adjusting as well as more
traditional styles of care to suit patients of all
ages. Nutritional supplements are available
as well.
I'm at the BIRHC 12-5:30 Thursday and 8-12
Friday every other week. Yoga is 6-7:30 on
theThursdays of the visit.
Feel free to call Dr. Carden at
(231) 334-3123 for answers
to all your questions.

Please visit www.ReviveChiropractic.com
Appointments can be made through the BIRHC.
Call 448-2275.

BU R R I S M ASO N R Y
Brick, Block, Stone.

(231) 448-2213.

Now doing wells on Beaver Island!

WELL DRILLING CO.

(231) 228-5678
4” & Up Steel Wells
5” PVC Wells
Pump Sales & Service
Well Repair
Mark Zientek
John Zientek
NATIONAL WATER WELL ASSOC.

Certified Contractor
Fax (231) 228-5637
233 E. Kasson Rd.
Maple City, MI 49664

News from the Townships, from page 5.
The Board approved Pete LoDico’s
offer to pursue repaving the King’s
Highway by meeting with the CCRC
and our County Commissioner to fight
for a share of the money raised by the
newly-passed County Road Millage.
Paul Welke offered to pitch in. The
Board also approved Pete’s request for
support of his $62,000 grant application
to the Grand Traverse Band, which
would allow construction of the Senior
Housing Center in the spring.

The supervisor had attended the
Michigan Townships’ Association’s
“new officials” orientation meeting in
Traverse City, and had learned a lot in
two days. He suggested other Board
members take advantage of the MTA’s
continuing meetings.
The “Poppe’s Path” matter
involved the Township accepting this
name for a private road below the bluff
at Sunset Ridge. Ed Wojan pointed out
that this road serves perhaps 20 parcels,
and suggested that those owners be

When the concealed gun law was
passed, many thought this would turn
Michigan into the old wild west. In fact,
all it did was to allow law-abiding
citizens their right to carry a weapon.
The same kind of panic is clouding
the ORV ordinance that is currently
being considered for Peaine Township.
Responsible users of ORVs should not
be denied their right to operate their
vehicles on public roads because there
is a possibility that some may not use

these vehicles properly. These are roads
that were paid for and maintained by tax
dollars.
If the ORV is used properly, then
those sharing the roads with them are
actually safer. For example, the ORV is
much lighter than any car or truck and
would most certainly come out the
worst in any collision. And if speed is a
concern, keep in mind that the person
driving the ORV would be driving
something else to get where they are
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Happy New Year—2009 L e t t e r s : O R V U s e
from the owners and staff of

With our thanks
for your 2008 business.
We appreciate your support of our
business—and the Island economy.
! Home Furnishings, Accessories,
Carpeting, and Fine gifts
! A wide selection and range of prices
for all pocketbooks.
! Though our showroom opens and
closes with the ferry boat schedule,
we are always on call to come in and
serve our customers – no purchase is
required or too small.
! Also tell us how we can serve you
better as we plan for 2009. You affect
our future, and we care about your
satisfaction.

Call MONTAAGE at
231-448-2441 over the winter.

Qualifying for the Boston
Mar athon on Beaver Island
The Beaver Island Chamber of
Commerce is in the final stages of
arranging to bring a full 26-mile
marathon to Beaver Island on
September 5th 2009. In addition to the
Chamber, McDonough’s Market and
the Beaver Island Boat Co. will serve as
primary sponsors.
The event is slated to be certified as

a Boston Marathon-qualifying event.
The agency promoting this is
experienced nation-wide, and has
successfully promoted events in
Charlevoix and Ann Arbor. The event is
expected to bring 300 runners and
hundreds of family members to Beaver
Island for two or more days during the
beginning of the shoulder season.

- General Contracting
- Towing
- Specializing in commercial construction - Hauling bulk freight to Beaver Island
on Beaver Island
- Delivery available
- Homes
- Dust Control
- Crane Service We do projects from remodeling to cell towers!

Call for more info: 231-448-2235
fax 231-448-2740
email beavergemsinc@tds.net

Making Art A Part of Everyday Living

231-448-2802 . 231-448-2441

AMERICAN
GIRL

CH
E
C
K
OU
T
BEAVER GEMS GIFT SHOP
specializing in Beaver Island apparel and nautical merchandise. 231-448-2888

polled for suggested names—a process
undertaken successfully in St. James
Township leading to the naming of
Limestone Ridge Road.
Finally Ed Welter’s letter was
discussed. The Board agreed that
increasing high-speed internet capacity
and adding cell-phone capability would
greatly benefit the Island’s economy,
safety, education, and quality of life. To
help bring this about Ed Welter was
willing to consider donating two of his
three towers to the Townships—if they

would join and lead a consortium of 7.
Island entities (CMU, BICS,
BIRHC, NMH, Phil Hoffman, and
others) in this project. Toward that end,
Brian Tort, CEO of Central Solutions
(who once intended to crack this nut)
was willing to come to a two-day
conference (12-30 and 12-31) about
this matter, and fill in people about what
he learned during his involvement.
Anyone interested in working on
this was urged to contact their Town
Board (either one).

going, so which would present a greater
danger: a speeding truck or the smaller,
slower ORV?
If the concern is damage to the
environment then that can be addressed
a couple ways. If they leave the designated roads, there would be signs or
tracks. Today with cell phones everywhere, anyone can alert police to this or
any other infraction caused by the
violator. And, the terrain of most of the
off-road Island is so severe that very

little off-road use is even possible. Even
this worst-case scenario could hardly be
worse than the tracks left by trucks
hauling timber out of the woods, and
that usually grows back fairly quick.
The final check is that if there are
abuses that cannot be regulated, then
the ordinance can be amended or
repealed. It is not fair to deny someone
access to public amenities simply
because one thinks they might be a
bother.
—Terry Frysinger

Inland Auto

Mobile and Land Based Repair
29 years experience in the business
Friendly Service
Michigan master certified in
automotive light and heavy trucks
We repair heavy equipment.
We Build and Service
Electric Vehicles too!
Jeff Connor Proprietor

231-448-3132

S a v e t h e D at e f o r t h e
G r a n d R a p i d s Pa rt y
Just a reminder to
mark your calendars for
the weekend of February
27, 2009 ... The Beaver
Island Club of Grand
Rapids will be hosting their
annual party at
the Grand Rapids
Hilton Hotel on Saturday,

February 28. Music will be
provided by Rich Scripps and
Friends. There will also be a
special appearance on Friday
night in the hotel lounge by the
Islanders’ own Boodlers. More information to come! Please visit us at
www.beaverislandclub.com

Ron Wojan - General Contractor Inc.
Quality Built Homes with
attention to detail and

Yo u r P o r t o f C a l l o n
America’s Emerald Isle

Deluxe Motel Units
and Two bedroom Condominiums
with Full Kitchens.
Located next to the Boat
and Ferry Docks.
Overnight or Weekly
Swimming Pool, Cable TV

For Reservations Contact:
Harbor View Motel

customer satisfaction.

P.O. Box 104 Beaver Island, MI 49782

We build a variety of

harborview@tds.net

(231) 448-2201

projects from small cabins
to Lodges. We are a licensed
builder with over 25 years
experience on Beaver Island.

(231) 448-2400

36869 Kings Highway Beaver Island Michigan 49782

www.harborviewbeaverisland.com
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Merry Christmas!
Happy New Year!
The Paradise Bay Coffee Shop is closed for the season.
It will reopen in May 2009

Thank you for your business, your friendship,
and all the great memories!
Dale & Terry Keyes, Proprietors

!
!
!
!
!

Custom Homes
Garages/Additions
Remodeling/Siding
Painting, In & Out
Decks/Roofing
! Handyman Service

(231) 448-2571
“No Job Too Small”

Happy Holidays From All of Us At

Livingstone Studio
Order securely with Paypal or Credit Card

Unique gifts from Beaver Island and around the planet

SHOP. LIVINGSTONESTUDIO.COM

W i n t e r s p ort s s e as o n s of f t o s l i p p e ry s ta rt
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by Frank Solle

E

arning basketball wins
over the opening two weekends of play for both the
Islanders girls and boys teams was like
earning traction coming up an icy hill.
There was a lot of slipping and sliding,
but not too much scoring. The only
solid ground gained came at
Hannahville where the Lady Islanders
earned a win in their Saturday morning
matchup against the Soaring Eagles.
The other seven games resulted in
Islanders losses as the boys dropped
both games at Hannahville and two
more at DeTour while the girls lost their
opener at Hannahville and both at
DeTour.
The teams will get back in gear following the holiday break as the Ojibwe
Eagles will play here Jan. 9-10. The
Islanders will travel to Paradise for
games Jan. 16-17. Then the Grand
Marais Polar Bears will rumble into
town Jan. 23-24.
Soaring Eagles Soar
Playing well at both ends of the
court, the host Eagles of Hannahville
used strong defense and solid offense to
best the Islanders boys 53-41 on Friday,
Dec. 5, in both teams’ season opener.
The difference came late in the game as
the Eagles limited the Islanders to just
eight fourth-quarter points after the
Islanders held both halftime (24-20)
and third-quarter (33-32) leads.
“We shot 20 percent from the floor
Friday night,” lamented Islanders
coach Dan Martell. “We even missed
open shots—in the lane, down under
the basket—we just couldn’t hit them.”
Senior Patrick Cull led the
Islanders with 21 points and 13 rebounds. Junior Bryan Timsak added 10
points, while fellow juniors Cameron
LaVasseur and Dereck McDonough
added five and one point, respectively.
Sophomore Doug Campbell chipped in
with four points, and pulled down eight
boards.
Saturday’s game was a near repeat,
although this time Hannahville held a
slim 30-29 lead going into the final quarter. But over the last eight minutes the
Eagles netted 21 while again holding
the Islanders to just eight.
Senior Parker Trudeau led
Hannahville with 20 points in each
game. “He’s a heck of a player,” Martell

said of Trudeau, while pointing out that
overall Hannahville is “a very talented
team with a lot of speed and more
height than last year.”
Cull recorded his second straight
double-double, scoring 15 points while
grabbing 14 rebounds. McDonough
added six points and 11 boards and
Campbell added two points and 13 rebounds. Timsak notched 10 points and
LaVasseur four.
Lady Islanders earn split
It took a game for the visiting
Islanders to learn how to deal with the
speed of the Hannahville Soaring
Eagles, but once they did they turned a
31-21 Friday night loss into a Saturday
morning 30-19 romp.
“I was real tickled the way our girls
were able to come back on Saturday and
compensate for Hannahville’s speed,”
said Islanders coach Mike Myers.
“Hannahville is a very quick and very
solid team. They are going to be the
team to beat if we’re going to compete
for the league title.”
The other thing the Islanders improved on was their shooting. “Our
shooting percentage was terrible Friday
night,” Myers said. “We were throwing
it up five-six times, then they would
grab the ball and go down and score.”
Improving individually was junior
Alex Kuligoski who led the Islanders
Friday with nine points, but stung the
Eagles for 16 on Saturday. Senior
Maeve Green also improved her scoring effort, going form just two to eight
points. Also scoring on Friday were
sophomore Claire Kenwabikise with
four points and senior Deven Cook with
two. On Saturday Kenwabikise and
freshman Olivia Schwartzfisher each
netted a pair of points.
Hannahville took control early on
Friday, jumping out to a 10-4 lead after
one quarter and extending that margin
to 39-18 at intermission. Saturday’s
game turned the other way, with the
Islanders gaining the early advantage,
10-2 after one quarter and 22-9 by the
half.
Detoured in DeTour
The two big differences between
the smaller Northern Lights League
schools and other Class D schools are
numbers and experience—more kids,
playing more games, more often. Any-

way you add it up, it is going to equal
more.
When the two Islanders teams
made their first-ever trip to DeTour, one
thing they learned about was more. The
Raiders had more players with more
experience and more practice, and in all
four games that totaled up to more
points for DeTour.
On Friday night the Raiders won
the boys game 87-29 while the DeTour
girls claimed a 44-21 decision. The following morning saw the Islanders boys
drop a 77-21 game, while the girls lost
74-18.
“We actually had some mismatches,” Islanders boys coach Martell
said. “Bryan was taller than his guard
counterpart and Dereck could out-jump
their post players. But what it really
boils down to is the fact that we are a
very young team. We have players playing for the first time and players playing
positions for the first time.
“DeTour was too fast and too experienced for us, plus they were a very
good shooting team,” Martell added.
Lady Islanders coach Mike Myers
seconded that opinion, adding his own
positive twist. “It was a good experience for our kids,” he said. “It was good
for our girls to see such a disciplined
program and team. This is the next level
of play you need to reach if you want to
compete at districts.”
For the Islanders boys Friday, Cull
finished with 10 points and six rebounds. Timsak had nine points and
four rebounds, and McDonough had
five points and seven rebounds. On Saturday McDonough led the team in scoring with eight points, and off the glass
with seven boards. Timsak tallied seven
points, Cull five, and Campbell three.
Kuligoski and Green each netted
six points for the girls on Friday.
Heather McDonough added four, Cook
three, and Schwartzfisher two. On Saturday Kuligoski scored another six
points. Jenna Butler sank a three for her
only points, while McDonough, Cook,
Schwartzfisher, and Kristy Bousquet
all hit for two. Green added a free
throw.
Both teams hope to turn things
around by starting the new year with
wins over visiting Ojibwe. Plan on coming out and rooting for your Islanders.
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fighters
I am in Tulsa OK right now flying
F-16s, but have a long-term relationship with Beaver Island—I’ve been
coming since 1967.
Flying for the Michigan Unit from
2001 to 04, I was the commander of the
Homeland Defense F-16 Alert Facility.
Long story, but I was activated into the
USAF since Sept 11, 2001 and just
joined the 138 Fighter Wing ... Home of
the Beavers! Our squadron mascot and
patch (top right) shows the Beaver with
the Ace of Spades.
Semper Fly!
– Lt. Col Trevor “T-Dog” Laws

Beaver Island Association
Supporting Environmental
and Economic Sustainability
Join Now! Keep in touch with
Beaver Island events likely to affect
you and your property.
Receive Island Currents, our
regular newsletter.
Visit our web site:
www.BeaverIslandAssociation.org
Contact: Annette Dashiell,
Treasurer at (231) 448-2542.

Beaver Island Association
P. O. Box 390
Beaver Island, MI 49782

AmVets Auxiliary
The AmVets’ Ladies Auxiliary held
a drawing at the Shamrock on 12-19 for

a basket of goodies, a fundraiser to
support their holiday community treats.

Photograph by Patti Wojan
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Island Sightings

John recognized

As the old pols love to say, “Where
there’s hope, there’s the Beaver.” This

A large group of friends gathered
at the Shamrock to thank John Works
for his twelve years of dedicated
service as supervisor of Peaine
Township, presenting him with a plaque
acknowledging his efforts. He said
helping people can be addictive; once
someone starts to serve the public it’s
difficult to stop. It was hard to allocate
his time because something unexpected
was always coming up, a real problem
for real people, and he was motivated to
do whatever he could. He won’t miss
the long hours, the late-night calls, but
he will miss being able to help.

proud mention of our Island at an
Obama rally caught Patti Wojan’s eye.

ANDERSON AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY

phone 231-947-4598
e-mail aap.mba@charter.net
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P ay t o n M i l l e r , U n m u z z l e d
Guns & Ammo Editor Payton Miller on Gun Love and the Pursuit of Happiness
by Katina Dunn (Eagle Hill Road)

W

hen Payton Miller goes to
work, he goes hunting. As
Executive Editor of Guns &
Ammo magazine, Miller travels the
world testing rifles, shotguns, and
handguns in Canada, Argentina, Africa,
and locations in the USA from the
Dakotas to Georgia. After 17 years on
the job, he says he knows “just enough
to be dangerous.”
He plans to get to Michigan’s UP
and Beaver Island—a major deprivation thus far. “We have a lot of readers
up there,” he says of Northern
Michigan. “I've always wanted to go
hunting there for the grouse, turkey, and
deer.” Forget elk, they're too elusive for
him—Miller’s been on horseback for
10 days without capturing one. He
prefers wild boar hunting in California,
and the boar’s deadly, triangular teeth
“that sharpen themselves” are nothing
compared to the hazards of hunting he

Pay t o n 's
Epicureal
Practices
Grouse: “The best tasting bird
I ever had in my life. If I had to hunt
one bird, that would be it.” Miller
marinates the breasts in Italian salad
dressing for a few hours, or overnight,
and grills them.
Wild Turkey: “Basically I just
breast them.” He makes a soup in the
crock pot with celery, onions, garlic,
chicken stock, turkey, and rice. He also
makes Turkey Nuggets—slice the
turkey breast into two-inch strips, bread
with catfish breading, and fry in canola
oil.
Venison: “I just grill it, rare,” he
said. “The backstrap is the best. I also
grind it—sausage is good—and take it
to a processor. They use garlic and red
pepper. There's no such thing as too
much garlic. Guys I know cook the
shank, but I like my venison rare. The
liver is the best part.”

truly fears—such as scorpions, puff
adders, rattlesnakes, water moccasins,
vipers, fleas, ticks, and chiggers, plus
flying in small planes during bad
weather.
The rugged 57-year-old earns a
living by his hobby—hunting. “It's nice
to get paid for stuff you'd be doing on
your own, anyway,” said Miller. “You
don't get rich, but you don't tear your
hair out doing something you hate
every day.” The UC Berkeley graduate
also was editor for a gourmet beer
magazine, All About Beer, drinking his
way through the world’s best brews.
Asked what type of beer he prefers now,
he answers without hesitation: “What
do you have?”
Miller began as a copy boy at Guns
& Ammo, founded by the late Bob
Petersen (1926-2007), who also
published Hot Rod and Motor Trend
magazines. “He had one of the best gun
collections ever,” Miller said of
Petersen. “He had original Walker
Colts, Lugers, and English double rifles
—they use those in Africa for elephants.
Huge caliber bullets. Some of the
ammo, if you can find it, sells for $60 to
$100 per round. Nobody knows what's
going to happen with all his stuff. He
was going to start a firearms museum.”
The best hunting gun to have, he
says, is the one you shoot the best.
“Most of the really good stuff has
already been invented,” said Miller.
“Guns are sturdy and overbuilt like
crazy. They're built better than they
need to be because of liability. A rifle
won't be obsolete, like a car. A rifle will
be just as good 50 years from now if you
clean it and don't abuse it.”
Probably the greatest gun designer
of all time, in Miller’s opinion, is John
Browning, a Mormon from Utah. “His
designs are still in use. He designed all
the classic guns—the 1911 pistol, the
.50 caliber M2, 9 mm high powered
pistol, several Winchester lever-action
rifles, the Browning Automatic Rifle,
recoil-operated Browning Auto-5
shotgun….”
“The lever action rifles—Marlons
and Winchesters—were perfected at the
turn of the century,” said Miller. “They

might use stainless steel now but
essentially the design is the same. There
are new magnum calibers, but you get
more speed that you don't need.
Hunting under heavy cover, most deer
are taken at 100 yards; probably with a
.30 or .35 Remington lever-action at
2,100 feet per second, or maybe bolt
action .30-06 at 2,700 feet per second.
At 3,000 feet per second, the actual
difference is not that great.
“Lots of guys are hunting with
handguns now, large caliber revolvers.
A lot of people like to handicap themselves, get closer,” said Miller, who
prefers pump rifles. “I find them more
reliable. It kicks harder because you're
not giving off any gas. The most
popular is a bolt action Savage or
Remington. The 70 Winchester—that
was a good rifle. It's coming back. The
94 Winchester was also discontinued,
which was really sad. I like a Marlon
336 which you can find between $500
to $800. When I was a kid, you could
get a Model 94 for 75 or 80 bucks.”
Although basic gun design can
hardly be improved upon, the design of
ammunition is always being refined,
said Miller. “It's more expensive, but it's
better than 30, 40 years ago. Computer
models have helped a lot. High-speed
photography—it captures the flight
characteristics of projectiles so they
know how to fix stuff and make it go
straight. They have labs that are
unbelievable, state-of-the-art,” he said.
The components of ammo—the primer,
the case, the powder and bullet—are
constantly being upgraded.
“Now there's a move toward leadfree ammo because of the condor.
People would leave gut piles and the
condors would come—they're like
buzzards—and eat it and pick up trace
elements of lead and it would kill 'em.
Copper and steel work pretty well,” he
added.
Though a rifle can hit a target at
300-400 yards, and a handgun at 60
yards, the closest one can get to a target
is with a bow—at 10 to 60 yards.
“When you shoot too far, three things
can happen and two of them are bad,”
said Miller. “You miss 'em, or wound
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'em – that's bad. With an accurate rifle,
you shouldn't be shooting past 200
yards.”
Bow hunting is an art in itself.
Intermedia Outdoors, which now
publishes Guns & Ammo as well as
In Fisherman, also publishes Bow
Hunting. Miller said bow hunters must
practice at least three times a week, rain
or shine, year 'round. “It requires a real
commitment. Bow hunting requires
more dedication to practice” for
strength and muscle memory. “If you
don't shoot a bow for a couple weeks,
you feel it,” he said. “You lose something if you're not practicing every
week.” The same goes for rifle practice
—“It's better to shoot 30 rounds three
times a week than 100 rounds once a
week.”
The trend in compound bows
began in the 70s—with mechanical
wheels bending the bows rather than
arm and shoulder muscles. “It allows
you to stay at full draw without effort,”
said Miller. “You're holding a third of
real bow weight.” Purists, however,
won't use mechanical bows. “The more
traditional recurves and long bows are
tougher and more of a challenge. They
might be harder to use, but there's a lot
less to go wrong. The less gizmos you
have, the better it works out. If things
can break, they will,” he said.
“There's a little bit of snobbery
there,” said Miller of the types of bows.
“They'll say there's not—but there is.
Between people who use compound
and people who use recurve. Long-bow
shooters look down on recurve shooters, who look down on compound
shooters. It's like car guys. Once guys
get into something, they always get into
a hierarchy of true believers. It never
ends.”
Miller said the basic hunter’s
collection will include two or three
shotguns and three rifles:
! Turkey gun – .12 gauge Magnum,
might be scoped, fairly shortbarreled
! Waterfowl gun – could use the
above
! Upland gun for geese, doves,
quails, and pheasant – lighter, .20

Payton Miller and his son, Kevin, in Sierra Madre, California. Miller says the most
dangerous game-hunting thrill of all is hunting Cape Buffalo in Africa:
“They lose somebody every once in a while.”

gauge, so you can walk long ways
with it.
! Big game rifle – .30-06 or 07
Magnum 270
! Varmint rifle – .223 or 22.250
! Small game rifle – .22 rimfire
Payton Miller can be reached at
payton.miller@mediaoutdoors.com

via email. He is also seen on the Guns &
Ammo TV show scheduled on the
Outdoor Channel and Wild TV.
His favorite museums are
Springfield Armory National Historic
Site (founded by George Washington in
1777) in Massachusetts, Cody Firearms
Museum in Wyoming, and the Petersen
Automotive Museum in Los Angeles.
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bringing the winter’s oil

B e at r i c e B a u m a n
Beatrice S.
Bauman went
to be with the
lord on Friday,
December 12 th
2008.
She had 92
wonderful years,
residing on Beaver Island for the
last 24. Previously
she had lived in Grand
Rapids after growing up in
Grosse Pointe. An academic
(and tennis) star in high school, her
plans for college were wiped out when
her father lost everything in the Great
Depression, leaving her family destitute. When she was sixteen her mother
handed her three dollars, wished her
luck, and abandoned her in a small
room whose rent was overdue. She did
not see her again for over ten years.
She found a job passing out programs at Tiger Stadium, and then was
hired as a secretary at the Cadillac
Motor Company. She supported herself, until she married a rising architect
and began her family. She moved to
Grand Rapids, and became active in the
Republican Party and the State and

1916-2008

National
P TA . H e r
husband
designed all
the homes in
two large
subdivisions,
but his early
passing at 38
sent her back to
work, serving as
personal secretary
to a Lear Siegler executive for twenty years
until she retired and moved to
Beaver Island.
She possessed
exquisite manners,
which seemed to be
from a forgotten age.
She loved to read, and
always had a few
books going; she
switched to large print
when her eyesight
began to fail. She
enjoyed history, and
recounted stories she
had witnessed herself,
such as Purple Gang
skirmishes and labor

Dolores Gallagher
Dolores J. Gallagher, 77, died
Tuesday, December 2, 2008 at
Covenant Medical Center - Cooper in
Saginaw.
She was born October 2, 1931 in
Lansing, daughter to the late Frank and
Mary (Chambers) Kraai. She attended
Everett High School in Lansing. She
married Peter Gallagher on Beaver
Island on April 23, 1949. They later
moved to Marlette and then to Clifford.
She worked at Metal Craft Industries
as a press operator for 29 years, and

union mayhem: organizers threw a
recalcitrant boss out the window while
she sat translating shorthand at Cadillac. Big-band leaders occasionally flew
her to Chicago for special shindigs. She
met several famous people, and was a
close friend of President Gerald Ford
early in his career. She was also a published writer, having had an early story
printed in the Saturday Evening Post.
She was preceded in death by her
husband Melvin L. Bauman, and is survived by her three children, Nicholas
(Dorothy) Bauman (Grand Rapids), LTC (Ret) Melvin
(Constance) Bauman
(Grand Rapids), and
JoAnne (William)
Cashman, five
grandchildren,
Russell (Shanda)
Bauman, Nichole
(Bill) Nemcek,
Jeffrey Cashman,
Melissa Bauman,
Andrew Bauman,
and three great
grandchildren.

1931-2008

4 years at Ligon Factory in Almont until
her retirement. She was a long-time
member of the St. Patrick’s Catholic
Church in Clifford.
Surviving are two daughters,
Sharon & Kenneth Wilcox and Vickie
& Alan Gould, both of Marlette; 5
Grandchildren Michael and Loni Gass
of Lapeer, Rodney and Brandy (Gass)
Fernandez of Middleburg, Fl., Jason
Gallagher of Clifford, Nicholas Gould
of Cleveland, and Trevor and Liberty
Gould of Caro; eight great grandchil-

Letters: Thanks to the EMS
We had to call the EMS for our
emergency on December Twelfth. At
the time, and more so in retrospect, we
were very impressed with their combination of quick efficiency and gentle,
caring concern.
Sarah arrived first, and immediately took charge. Shortly thereafter
Ken and Gerald showed up, followed
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by Donna, Cindy, and Jim. Each of
them knew exactly what to do, and
performed with complete professionalism, both individually and as a coordinated team. They gave special care to
our family’s psychological needs (of
which we weren't really aware until
afterward) during a delicate situation.
We knew how much time these men

dren Chelsea Gass, Dorothy and Mary
Fernandez, Mickenzie and Kody
Gould, Lakyn and Maisy Biglow and
Alecsis Gould.
She is preceded in death by her
parents, husband Peter of 48 years (on
May 23, 1997), daughter Dorothy Gass
Fox on September 30, 1996, and
brothers Herbert Wheeler and Bernard
Kraai.
Funeral services were held on
December 8th. Burial will be in the Holy
Cross Cemetery next spring.
– Bill and JoAnne Cashman
and women sacrificed to learn their
craft, and how much energy they
continue to expend to perform in
emergencies. But to hear about it is not
as moving as to witness it first hand.
We felt secure putting ourselves in their
hands. They are a great treasure for the
Island, and have well earned our deep
and heart-felt thanks and respect.
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Numbering the Deer
by Pinky Harmon

I

feel it is my God-given right
and duty to put a number to the
deer who reside in the glades
and forests, hills and dales, hollows and
cedar swamps, here on this fine Island.
I've been at it almost 30 years and still
haven't an inkling as to just how many
of these lovely creatures inhabit this
Eden on Lake Michigan.
The numbers fluctuate from year to
year depending on the rigors of a harsh
winter; the amount of forage available
to the critters; predators—the fourfooted ones, namely the coyotes, who,
by nature, take only the weakest
specimens, and the two-footed ones,
namely the deer-hunters, who by choice
take only the strongest specimens and
who descend on the Island in great,
boisterous, bravado bands come
November 15th each year.
Mind you, my numbering of the
deer is not a precise scientific undertaking. It is the time-honored method of
piling into an old pick-up truck armed
with a six-pack and keeping a tally

of how many animals you spy. Sometimes the amount escalates depending
on whether or not you finish the sixpack.
I often speculate that the deer do
some people-spotting of their own, and
that during their morning visit to the
lake for their breakfast drink they
compare notes on the number of old
Fords, dented Dodges, 4-wheel
Suburbans, or the newer, spiffier
Tracker rentals they spot as the vehicles
wend their way “around the horn,”
often leaving a metal trail of exhaust
pipes and mufflers in their wake,
Islandizing their cars.
Counting the deer involves a
minimum of four to five short runs per
week, mostly after supper but occasionally just after sun-up. The short runs are
circle drives beginning and ending at
Four Corners.
Most times the quest begins turning
west on Darkeytown Road past Richie’s
storage units on the right, then the old
house where Mary Gillespie lived; it

used to be a Pepto Bismal pink then.
There's a tiny garden across the road,
luring deer with its forbidden
fruit—forbidden by a high sturdy
wooden fence.
Not far ahead lies a small open field
that used to belong to Lester
Connaghan, a very good dancer, and
my family used to pick high-bush
blueberries just behind it—on the edge
of a wetland. This field draws a doe with
her ears atwitch, two yearlings often at
her side. The trio shares its grazing
ground with a flock of fat wild turkeys,
strutting and gobbling.
Traveling on down the road that
now curves gently to the left a bit, you
can often come up blank, but if you look
really really hard you can spot the deer
standing still as cement lawn ornaments, confident of their invisibility.
Just behind lie more open fields,
magnets to the beasts, great gathering
places, and then a lone house set back
off the road, behind some clumps of
birch—the Dave Roop house, built by

MacEachmharcaigh Construction
when you want to deal with
someone you can trust, there’s
We are more than just a laundromat and carwash!
We store boats, cars, campers, household items,
construction materials...
YOU NAME IT, WE CAN STORE IT!
We have affordable month to month rates,
9 month rates, or yearly rates.
Hurry, space is limited!

Call us for more info at 448-2235 or 448-2050

MB MOONEY / BELLOWS
EC ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
“We’re Not In the Business To Shock You”

Don Mooney
Over 35 Years Experience
Electrical Repair & Troubleshooting
Residential & Commercial Wiring
P.O. Box 94, Beaver Island Michigan 49782

(231) 448-2456

Dan McCafferty
license # 2101179333
26275 McCafferty Lane

231-448-2238
dansarah@gtlakes.com

“A lifetime in construction has taught me the value of honesty, communication, and dedication to craftsmanship.”
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blind Buz Anderson—fronted by a big
yard that's a frequent stop for the deer to
meet and munch.
Just down the road apiece, past
Buddy and Colleen’s and the Unfinished Farms, a fenced-in expanse of
open fields abuts a copse of evergreen
which conceals a long-abandoned
orchard that draws deer in great
numbers. The impotent fence, being an
old sagging barbed wire affair, is
effortlessly scaled by the agile leaping
animals.
Next, on down the hill, bordered
left and right with old apple trees, you
approach Barney’s Lake, a shallow
reedy pond, home to nesting loons in
the spring and a pretty reliable watering
hole for the deer in this hood.
The inland side of Barney’s Lake
can be an explosion of lavender when
the lilac buds burst open in late June.
There are also some old plum trees with
gnarled branches, some still able to
present sweet purple fruit in late
summer—and boy do the deer love

them. Hops too grow near the road.
At the end of Barney’s Lake lies a
lily-padded marsh, with a solitary blue
heron standing stock still, ready to
skewer his next meal, gawky and
awkward-looking until he takes flight
and transforms himself into this
amazing graceful winged aviator.
Lucky me to see him!
Through a sun-dappled canopy of
trees you go back up the hill, reaching a
fork in the road. Turning left you pass
the Bluebird Bed and Breakfast and on
the other side the road to the Graves
Mill, patrolled by an osprey. There,
where Graves’ horses once quietly
grazed, there are often two or three deer,
formerly dumbfounded that the silly
horses couldn't bound out of the enclosure as easily as the deer can leap in.
Adjacent to the horse yard is a
sizable clearing where many deer feed,
along with scads of wild turkeys, some
proudly fanning tail feathers. A venerable crooked pear tree stands along the
two-track road that enters this field, and

this tree yields honey-sweet fruit that
drips nectar down your chin with every
bite, the 'no trespassing' sign somehow
overlooked. There are bumble bees also
feasting, and some well-worn barbed
wire draped here and there—both easily
avoided by the experienced peargathering thief.
There used to be this really nastytempered billy goat tethered here on a
rope that was too long. He was the
buttingest goat on the Island, in the
country, in the state, or in the world.
My grandkids perversely loved to visit
this cantankerous he-devil. I would
invariably end up with the goat’s horns
grasped firmly in both of my hands
while the grandkids scurried and
scrambled to scale the tailgate, leading
to the safety of our old Ford’s bed. The
instant I would release old Beezelbub’s
horns, he'd whirl and attack the back
end of the vehicle, allowing me exactly
two seconds to haul myself into the cab
and slam the door shut before he turned
continued on page 18.
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Numbering the Deer, from page 17.
his evil eyes and horns on me,
repeatedly bashing his head on the justclosed door—pride restored, screaming, laughing grandchildren safe. I'd
return home, and try to explain the
dented tailgate and door panels to my
bemused husband and anxiouslyawaiting daughters.
Getting back to the deer run, you
now pass the Bonadeo log cabin,
another good spot for deer, the draw
being either the wonderful, big, limey
yellow apples seductively dangling
overhead or Suzie’s exquisite gardens,
complete with irresistible hastas, a most
definite deer delicacy. Just ask Gene
Masta, or the folks at the Library.
The next two-track road, just past
Bonadeo’s, leads to the ominously
mysterious Egg Lake, a peat-mosssurrounded body of dark, still water,
which according to Island legend can
suck you down to its murky bottom,
never to be seen or heard from again. I
imagine old Egg Lake’s belly to be
chock full of deer carcasses by now, and
18.

quite possibly a careless Fudgie or two
who ventured into this taboo quicksand abyss, undaunted by the natives’
dire warnings of danger and peril.
Just ahead, Russ Green’s hayfields,
a vast clearing, one of the largest on the
Island, and the most favored deer hangout of them all, is practically guaranteed
to display large groups of animals. I've
seen herds of 17 or 18 along with small
family groups of two or three, randomly
foraging, led by wary bucks.
Doe and their offspring are the most
common sight, the wily, evasive bucks
not seen nearly as often. Antlered and
alert, they feed along the perimeter of
the herd, cautiously on sentinel duty,
ready to flag with their white tails
signaling danger and leading their tribe
to the safety of the forest, and then
gracefully bounding out of sight.
My personal best in one deernumbering run was 72. It happened two
springs ago (editor’s note: now two
decades back) on an early evening run,
looping the whole Island. Luckily a
friend went along, which is the best of

all situations, as occasionally a solitary
deer-counter has been known to see
herds in the hundreds, especially after
the Shamrock closes its doors for the
night.
At this particular time of year, the
deer are just emerging from their winter
hidey-holes in the cedar swamps. Even
the most seasoned deer-counter can be
dazzled by the appearance of eight or
ten of these magnificent animals along
the tree line of a luscious green sun-lit
clearing.
If you're in just the right place at
just the right time, there'll be some tiny,
teetering, polka-dotted fawns in the
group, with mamas nervous and ever
watchful, and the big-horned buck
staring you down. Often this scene
freezes, and you and the deer hang
motionless, suspended in this wondrous
woodland tableau—your camera left
behind on the kitchen table. No
matter—it will be a long, long while
before this picture fades from your
heart.
I’m still counting….
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mance. The afternoon opened with a
traditional piano/organ duet of Judi
Meister and Laraine Dawson, followed
by two numbers by the kids’ choir and
chimes (with a few adults replacing absentees). That led to a quartet of singers,
Jayne Bailey, Jean Wierenga, Mike
Scripps, and Dan VanderVliet; a trio of
recorders, Jayne Bailey, Joe Moore, and

Matt Ritchie (they are looking for
more); and the most unique quartet,
Marianne Weaver, Davi Stein, Deb
Plastrik, and Phil Becker, singing in
German, with Kevin White accompanying them on guitar.
Four more performances served as
prelude for the Cantata Choir. Mike
Scripps delivered a moving solo on the

T

First of all, special thanks to the
Board of Directors and members of the
B.I. Christian Church for their continuous support of our music programs, and
allowing us to use the church for

rehearsals and performances.
And many thanks to ALL who have
made monetary donations to the music
fund of the Christian Church for all of
our music, but special thanks to Carol

n a weekend when many
Islanders were snowbound,
the Christmas Cantata
lifted the spirits of those who were able
to fight their way through the storm.
Saturday’s snow was so intense that
some of the performers could not dig
out, but by Sunday all the musicians
were there, and gave a strong perfor-

his beautiful Christmas
program is our “gift” to the
community of Beaver
Island. It would not be possible without
the help and support of so many people:

Soprano: Jayne Bailey, Shelly Scripps, Kathy Tidmore, Sheri Timsak, Marianne Weaver, Gail Weede, Elaine West, Karen Whitecraft. Alto: Deb Bousquet, Lil Gregg, Leonor Jacobson, Anna Martell, Diane McDonough, Judi Meister
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local favorite Mary Did You Know. Joe
Moore played his arrangement of Ave
Maria on the violin, with Judi Meister
accompanying him on piano. Jayne
Bailey, Shelly Scripps, Marianne
Weaver, and Elaine West did a version
of White Christmas, and then Scott
Kasbaum did a medley of songs on the
piano, the last with Laraine Dawson on

the organ calling forth a boisterous
round of applause.
The 30 members of the Choir came
down the aisle with confidence and
quickly took their places, filling the
Christian Church with their exquisite
and subtle harmonies. Their eight songs
produced shivers in the audience’s
necks, and at times some spectators

could not help but sing along. The work
they had put in showed in their finelyhoned rendition of Christmas songs,
and when it ended, no one wanted to
leave.
In the midst of much bad news coming over the airwaves, this group set the
tone for a splendid Beaver Island
Christmas.

and Ray Geskus, the Holy Cross
Church Altar Society, and Mrs. Carol
Myers for her many years of support.
Thanks go to Judi Meister and
Laraine Dawson for their beautiful

music year-round to the Beaver Island
community and its churches. They are
an inspiration to me personally, and I
appreciate their never-ending support
of our Christmas Cantata.

Other members of our choir—
specifically Deb Plastrik for her
continued support and help with
anything that is needed, and for her
continued on page 23.

Kim Newport, Miranda Rooy, Davi Stein, Wendy White, Jean Wierenga. Tenor: Susie Fisher, Betty Hudgins, Joe Moore, Deb Plastrik, Dan VanderVliet. Bass: Bob Bass, Phil Becker, Larry Hall, Mike Scripps, Kevin White, Tom Whitman

So this isChristmas
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patience with those of us who play
chimes; Miranda Rooy for her help with
the kids’ part of our program; Elaine
West for great publicity; Susie Fisher
for the beautiful Christmas decorations;
and Lil and Phil Gregg for their help
after practices each week.
Mike and Shelly Scripps for their
weekly trips to the Island this fall and all

of their help and support of the Cantata
year after year. The choir knows that we
couldn't do this without Shelly. I know a
lot of people were delighted to hear
Mike singing Mary, Did You Know in
our program.
A very, very special thanks goes to
Bob Bass for his continued technical
support and just being there for whatever needs to be done. He is a very

valued member of our church.
23.
And, of course, thanks go to all
of our families for their patience and
never-ending support and help.
We especially remember today our
good friends—Jerry LaFreniere and
Paul Baron; we dedicate our Christmas
Cantata in memory of them.
—God Bless You All,
and Merry Christmas, Kathy Speck

S a n ta ' s W o r k s h o p
The AmVets Post #46 Ladies
Auxiliary held a Santa’s Workshop on
December 16th at Holy Cross Hall for
the children of Beaver Island
Community School to purchase
Christmas gifts for their families and
friends. The teens were dropped off at
the Hall before school by their parents,
and after shopping were bussed to
school at CMU’s Bio-station, and the
elementary children transported from
the Beaver Island Christian Church.
Each child had their list of names
and gift tags ready to purchase gifts at a
nominal price. The younger children
were helped to shop and wrap gifts by

Santa’s Elves (the Ladies Auxiliary and
AmVet members).
When all the shopping was done,
all the toys and games that were left
were boxed up to be donated to Toys for
Tots. The hats, gloves, socks, and
scarves were donated to the Women’s
Resource Center.
Then on the 19th the kids made
ornaments and decorated the first tree at
the Community Center—after watching Prancer, a movie sponsored by the
AmVets.
The AmVets and Ladies Auxiliary
wish you all a very happy and safe
holiday!

GORDON’s AUTO CLINIC
Full Service Auto Repair
Winter Storage
Winter Snow Plowing
Vehicle Pick-Up
& Delivery Service
24-hour Wrecker Service

McDonough’s
Market

Gordon’s
Auto
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YE A R - R O U N D A U T O R E N T A L
GORDON HEIKKA, OWNER
Michigan Certified Master Mechanic MI10391
P.O. Box 175, St James, MI 49782

(231) 448-2438
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O n T h i s Dat e

Ten Years Ago The annual
Wildlife Club’s Hunters’ Dinner
brought 173 hungry hunters to the
Shamrock for a feast that included
rabbit, squirrel, venison, and other
game dishes. The Wildlife Club also
held a lunch at the Beachcomber for
representatives from the DNR and
CMU, with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service up next, to try to get at the
bottom of the question of whether or not
cormorants were depleting bass and
perch stocks.
The year-end police report showed
that the Island deputy had passed out
7 traffic citations for 1998, along with
issuing 35 verbal warnings and tagging
13 abandoned cars. Thirteen animals
were impounded, none euthanized.
The B. I. Commission on Educa1st
tion for the 2 Century received a
$20,000 grant from the Frey Foundation, and used part of it to schedule a
series of consultants, such as Doug
Ross, who was here for two days to talk
to the Steering Committee about the
transition from an industrial society to
an information society.
PABI was asked by the St. James
Board to look for an alternate location
for the Community Center because of
the limited parking downtown.
The Beacon included Christmas
poems by Ross Henderson, Kay
Masini, and Ron Wojan.
Twenty Years Ago Managing
editor Mary (Stanhope) Russell was
expecting twins, so she and her husband
Austin moved to Traverse City to await
their birth. Shannon (Rafferty) Heynig
took her place, with Edie Wilmot (wife
of Bill Freese) joining the Beacon staff
to handle business affairs. Shannon and
her husband Dave owned and ran the
Stoney Acre Grill.
Bill and Betty Welke, together with
Paul and Ellen Welke, purchased the
“other half” of Island Airways from
Eric Hodgson, with Ann Welke taking
over as Charlevoix manager. Six years
earlier the Welkes had merged with Joe
McPhillips’ flying service, with
Richard Hodgson becoming halfowner of the joint venture.
The Beacon collected some stories
from Archie LaFreniere, such as that the
first automatic washer was invented
and developed here—by Patch, a Speed
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Queen employee who moved into the
King Strang Hotel and set up his
drafting table in the 1930s.
Gwen Marston and Joe Cunningham
held their 5th Quilt Retreat, bringing in
78 people for three sessions. They were
about to leave to tour quilt museums in
Helsinki.
When Jennifer Vyse married and
left the Island, Tom Cole became the
new librarian.
Three years after the record high
water level was set, Lake Michigan had
dropped 33" to be right at the long-term
average.
The planting of walleye in Fox
Lake was challenged on the theory that
the increased fishing might be harmful
for loons.
The Airport Committee requested a
letter of support from the townships for
their search for a fixed-base air service
at the Municipal Airport. The Beaver
Island Boat Company was investigating
the possibility of expanding into the
airline business.
Phil and Lil Gregg once again
hosted a New Year’s Eve Open House,
with 120 people signing the Guest
Book.
Suzy Bonadeo was elected president of the Chamber of Commerce.
Thirty Years Ago Following the
Christmas Bazaar, a progressive dinner
and dance brought in $950 for the
Parish Hall Improvement Fund. The
school band performed, as well as
violinist Joe Moore. A New Year’s Eve
dance earned another $900.
Father Alvin Yard was leaving the
Island for Kentucky after three years.
Mark LaFreniere was named
president of the Civic Association,
which was planning for a mid-February
Winter Carnival.
Despite deep, fluffy snow, moonlit
snowmobile safaris were becoming
quite popular.
A third Beaver Island Party was
being planned for Ludington.
The Coast Guard icebreaker
Sundew freed the Harbor because the
Island had run out of fuel oil.
Island students were taking an
industrial arts course being held in the
back of Phil Gregg’s Beaver Haven
Marina pole barn.
continued on page 26.

Ryan Smith Construction
Licensed Contractor

Remodels
Integrity
Additions
Efficiency
New Construction
Quality Craftsmanship
Roofing, Siding, Replacement Windows
Ryan Smith
P.O. Box 331 . Beaver Island, MI 49782
phone

231-448-2601

cellular 231-620-0243
email ryanandkerry@tds.net
w w w . B u i l d O n T h e B e a v . c o m

Emerald Isle Hotel
The Island’s newest hotel – One Block from the
Ferry Dock, right on the corner of Donegal Bay Road
All Rooms & Apartment Suites have Kitchens
Bike Rentals available on site
Free WIFI Internet access & Conference Room

For Spring & Summer Reservations, call

(231) 448-2376
www.EmeraldIsleHotel.com
Beautiful Modern Rooms, 2-bedroom Apartment Suites, & Conference Room

trucks and a dozen volunteers.
Ice shanties were out on the harbor,
but the perch weren't taking the bait.
Hunters were busy tracing turkey
tracks, which were usually followed by
the tracks of coyotes.
Archie Minor returned to the Island
after spending nine months in the
Marine Hospital recovering from an
accident suffered on the boat he crewed,
a U. S. Steel freighter.
Alvin LaFreniere was elected
president of the Civic Association.
Several passings were reported.
Lin Rountree, who had moved into the
McCrea home (now Hirshey’s) from
Chicago in 1961, had been Vice
Commodore of the Chicago Yacht
Club. Danny Gatliff was married to
Georgie Connaghan; he was survived
by eight sisters and three brothers.
Joseph Schmidt was survived by sister
Elsie O'Donnell and brother Willie
Schmidt. Ceil Gallagher was the wife
of Captain Con Gallagher and the
cousin of Florence Burke. Don
McCauley, a former Great Lakes
seaman, was the son of Captain Con
McCauley and the cousin of Mary Bert.
Fifty Years Ago It seemed like just
yesterday that Doc Bales of Indianapo-

lis urged the Civic to publish a newsletter, but the Beacon was celebrating its
fourth birthday.
Father Joseph, the Island priest
since 1951, was transferred to Louisville and replaced by Father Alexis,
who had been a Mission Preacher
stationed in Grand Rapids for the
previous five years. Father Joe had been
on the Civic Association, and had
served on the groups that founded the
Island Phone Company, the Medical
Center, and the Beacon.
For the third year in a row Dick
LaFreniere was inveighed to pull a bad
tooth for someone in pain.
Several Islanders took up fox
hunting; Milt Bennett, Archie
LaFreniere, and just-retired (after 35
years) game warden Karl Kuebler each
bagged one.
The telephone line was extended to
the Bonner (not yet centennial) farm.
Troubles at the power plant: first
the main generator broke its crankshaft;
then one of the two small auxiliary
generators blew a valve—the Island
was completely without power for the
10 hours the repair took, and then had to
limp along while a new crankshaft
wound its way here from Kansas City.

It’s not just the low prices;
it’s quality and consistency served with a smile

Lunch
Please join us for the pre-p arty at Donegal Danny’s Pub befo re
the New Year’s Eve Hall party—where the Isl and rings in the New Year Togeth er.
Dinner will be serv ed 5:30 -9 with all you can eat Prime Rib and Crab Buffet .
Friendly Inviting and Warm
Great Drinks, Great Times, Great Service, and Low Prices
Live Music is Complimentary –No Cover / No Price Increase
Wireless Internet too!

Happy Hour Daily From 4pm-7pm & 9pm-11pm
Pub Opens at 11am Mon-Sat and Serves ‘till Late
Pub Open Sundays 1pm-’till Late...Happy Hour All Day
Join us for football!

Mon-Sat
11am-2pm

Dinner
Mon-Sat
5pm-8pm

Photographs by Frank Solle

On This Date, from page 25.
The performance given at the CMU
closing party by Sweet Adelines from
Howell inspired the Rafferty girls to
start a women’s chorus here, with 21
participants practicing regularly.
LaDonnis and Eleanor Mooney
arrived from Arizona, and Curt and
Joan Petrak from Farmington; counting
their 8 children, this bumped up the
local population by almost 5%.
Game warden Bill Wagner had
tagged 26 beaver, with the season open
until April 1st. A DNR helicopter
delivered 22 turkeys, which would try
to survive here.
Forty Years Ago The Island was
blanketed with snow; snow fell on 21 of
the previous 30 days, and there was a
week-long blizzard. Several Islanders
were snowbound behind 4' drifts, with
supplies delivered by snowmobile.
Ardent pinocle players were forced to
take to snowshoes.
Archie LaFreniere broke trail for
the winter’s first snowmobile safari,
going onto the ice at the Erin and
following the shore down to Bud
McDonough’s cabin at Sand Bay.
The Sisters moved into the new
convent in town, thanks to several
26.
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An Old-fashioned Winter

D

ecember brought an oldfashioned snow to Beaver
Island—after the ground
remained bare through much of deer
season—the kind of snow associated
with our grandparents’ tales of life
during the Great Depression (snows
like this may have caused the Great
Depression).
The snow started as a Novemberending tease but quickly picked up
speed, falling slowly and gracefully but
incessantly over the entire range. It
snowed heavily on the east side and the
west, at the north end and the south. The
piles began to build; the plows ran day
and night, day after day, as snow
continued to come down. It covered the
trees, a thick white frosting sticking to
each side of every drooping branch,
coating twigs and needles.
By the middle of the month snow
had been deposited two feet in the
plastic chairs left outside the cottages.

For the most part the coyotes had to stay
in their bowers, and the deer confined
themselves to a very few paths crossing
the moonlit fields. The owls cooed to no
avail as mice frolicked in their tunnels
at the base of the blanket. And still the
snow came, becoming at mid-month a
heavy wet spattering obliterating the

few footprints from yesterday’s
emergency run to the store. Snow
silently drifted down, hour after hour,
leaving Beaver Islanders huddled in
their homes, freed from any obligation
to venture forth, thanking their lucky
stars they were dry and warm.
Then, on the 14th, the temperature
shot up and the snow turned to rain. The
white mounds and humps in the yard
were revealed to be a wheelbarrow, a
grill forgotten in October, and a stack of
firewood that hadn't yet made it to the
woodshed. After two days the temperature plunged to a single digit, freezing
in the slush furrows in everyone’s drive.
The roads were slick with hard ice,
eliminating the possibility of driving at
the speed limit. We discovered there
weren’t that many places we had to go.
The prediction was that this winter
would be front-loaded, with the new
year being more inclement. Let's hope
so; Beaver Island can barely wait.
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D o n a l d 's D u c k o n T o u r

S

omehow
Don Cole
acquired
an effervescent and
sassy toy Donald
Duck. Not appreciating its wit, he put it on
a shelf in a dark back
room, but its clamor
only increased. “I
want to do something,” it complained.
“You're no fun. Take
me somewhere.”
So Don did,
taking the loquacious
homunculus to Phoenix. Before
disembarking, Don managed to pose the
duck with the pilot, which started a
round of Don taking pictures of the duck

at various tourist sites—
which he planned to put up
in the duck’s small room
back on Beaver. He did,
but the snaspshots only
whetted the duck’s appetite
for more travel.
Unfortunately for
Donald, Don had already
sated his wanderlust with
several trips to Europe. But
Donald had enjoyed his
taste of bright lights, and
began agitating for more.
When Patsy Sweeney was
here from Donegal last
August, he paid Don a visit and heard the
harping chatter. “I'll take 'im to the Auld
Sod, if you'd like,” Patsy offered. Don
was willing to do anything to get the

angry quacker out of
his house.
So began little
D o n a l d ’s w o r l d
adventures. Patsy
took him around,
snapping pictures for
the duck’s Island
wall, and then mailed
him home. Others
have offered to take
him around on their
exotic turf and
photograph each stop.
If any Beacon readers
would like to help
Donald see the world, just contact Don
with your name, address, and open
dates, and Donald will get back in his
USPS box and soon be on his way.

Good Investments
in the Recession
There is a lot of advice floating
around these days, so I thought I would
add a little more.
The condition of the American and
global economy, not clearly distinguishable, is not just a financial cycle.
There are market cycles, but this is
much more. There are clearly several
structural forces combining to produce
a multi-tiered recession.
Therefore, anyone who pretends to
predict when and how it will end is
just demonstrating ignorance. Some
sequences of recovery are likely, but not
in any clearly-defined progression.
Unfortunately, it is obvious that the
state of Michigan will likely be near the
tail end of any recovery. And, again
structurally, the economy will be
significantly different from the previous growth period.
So, what to do on Beaver Island?
First, it is not a time for traditional
investments. Michigan tourism will

suffer, and impacts are likely to be
increased by the extra costs of getting
across 30 miles of water. Second-home
markets are often slow to recover,
although there will be a limited number
of potential buyers looking for bargains. New businesses based on
discretionary income markets are not a
good risk at this time.
For basic services such as health,
transportation, and infrastructure
development, extreme caution is
advisable. This is not the time to take
on maintenance and operation costs of
any but essential new service-sector
investments. In some cases, realism
may dictate cutbacks from current
levels. Such caution suggests very wise
planning and prioritizing, preferably by
the townships working together. Beaver
Island will not be able to support every
good idea. Rather, even current tax
levels are a major limiting factor in the
housing resale market.
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If you want to look far in the future,
global warming and biofuel development may make the state a locale for
new kinds of agriculture. Attention to
attractive recreation resources will help
prepare for the future. In the shorter
term, look for investment in basic social
and economic needs that are fundamental, especially to an aging society.
And for those who are concerned
about investing whatever they have left
in ways that will benefit their children
and grandchildren, I have one surefire
opportunity. Do whatever you can to
underwrite the best possible education
for them; the best preparation, the best
colleges and universities, and the best
continuing education for those already
in the job market. That is both long and
short term, and guaranteed to pay
dividends.
Happy New Year anyway!
– Jack Kelly

Photograph by Ensign Erin Chlum

The Christmas Tree Ship sails Again
One hundred
and twelve years
after the Rouse
Simmons (owned
at times by Beaver
Islanders) began
the tradition of delivering Christmas
trees to Chicago’s disadvantaged

families, shipments are continuing—thanks to the Christmas Ship
Committee and the U. S. Coast Guard.
This year the mighty Mackinaw made
her third run of the 21st Century,
bringing a thousand trees from
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and
northern Wisconsin’s pine forests to the

Navy Pier. After
it docked and
dispensed its
cargo, the
Mackinaw hosted
tours by school
children, during which brief lessons in
nautical history were delivered.
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A Chance to Serve

The Beaver Island Rural Health
Center Board of Directors is seeking
applicants interested in serving on its
Board for a three-year term commencing in January, 2009.
The Board of Directors currently
meets every other month on Saturday
morning. The dates for meetings are set
annually by the Board. In addition to
attending regular Board meetings,
Board members are expected to serve
on a Board Committee and take an

active role in Board activities. The
Board has eleven members, and there
will be one position open in January due
to the expiration of Anne Glendon’s
term.
Anne has indicated that she will
remain active in the Health Center by
serving on a committee, but is not
eligible for Board election in 2009
because the By-laws limit members to
two three-year terms.
In addition to the Board, there is

also an opportunity for residents (both
full-time and summer) to serve on
committees. Anyone interested in either
appointment to the Board or a committee should send a letter to Connie
Wojan, Board President, by January 25,
2009. Those with prior board experience, or expertise in fund-raising,
endowments, finance, IT, insurance,
health care industries, medicine, or
personnel management are particularly
encouraged to apply.

Happy New Year

John Crouse
1944-2008

From All of Us at
Island Airways
Island Airways
www.islandairways.com

Charlevoix: 231-547-2141
Beaver Island: 231-448-2071
Toll Free: 1-800-524-6895

Holiday Season Fare Special: December 22, 2008 to January 5, 2009
$41 adult one-way ticket or booklet of 11 for $410

John M. Crouse Jr., age 64, of Grand
Rapids and Beaver Island, passed away
unexpectedly while showing property
December 10, 2008 on Beaver Island.
He was preceded in death by his parents,
John M. and Betty Mae Crouse. He is
survived by his wife, Maureen Abele;
his children, Geoffrey Crouse of Naples,
FL and Jennifer Crouse of Grand
Haven; their mother, Mary Jane Crouse
of Grand Haven; his brother, Robert
(Sherry) Crouse of LaGrange, KY; his
sister, Elizabeth Erickson of Coldwater,
MI; grandchildren, Tristan and Isabella
Crouse; also nieces and nephews.
A Memorial Gathering of John’s
family and friends was held in Grand
Rapids, and another at Stoney Acres a
week later. In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to Little
Traverse Conservancy or the Beaver
Island Historical Society, on whose
Board he ably served. He made good
friends everywhere he went, and will be
greatly missed.

Coast Guard airlifts Snowmobile Rider
Andrew Kenwabikise, a 27-yearold male living on Beaver Island, was
medically evacuated after he was
injured in a snowmobile accident here
Thursday morning, 12-11. Charlevoix
County Sheriff George Lasater said the
one-snowmobile crash occurred about
1:30 a.m. on private property off the
Donegal Bay Road.
The snowmobile struck a chain
extended across a private road. The
chain hit the driver in the neck, breaking
John was born in the spring of 1944
in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, and spent
the first years of his life playing on the
battlefield. At age seven, his family
moved to Benton Harbor, Michigan.
After his school years and marriage, John and his wife settled in
Grand Rapids, where they had two
children, and later moved to Grand
Haven. In 2003 he remarried.
John’s professional background
spanned nearly four decades in the
visual arts. During that time, he worked
with many of the nation’s top photographers, film makers, printers, designers,
and art directors. His work was recognized for its innovative visual imagery
and was regularly featured in design
anthologies. He received over 100
national and international awards.
John served on the professional
advisory board of Ferris State
University’s school of visual arts. He
was also a regular monthly contributor
to the Grand Haven Tribune’s editorial
page. After his retirement in 2004, he
moved to Beaver Island, which he had
been exploring for forty years. Here he
pursued his lifelong passions in history
and storytelling.
He worked in real estate, selling the
first home he showed; this field gave
him the chance to walk the Island he
said reminded him of growing up in
Gettysburg. He was chairman of the
Publications Committee of the Beaver
Island Historical Society, and composed the highly-regarded yellowcovered booklet about the Island’s
history. Although his work was what
he did, it is not who he was. His life was
his family and friends. He was well
loved, and admired by everyone he met,
many of whom felt he was their best
friend.

his jaw and throwing him off his
machine. It was properly marked with
orange ribbon, the sheriff said, but was
difficult to see. Poor lighting was
thought to be a reason for the crash.
After he was picked up by the EMS,
a Coast Guard Air Station Traverse
City, Mich., HH-65C Dolphin helicopter was diverted from an operational
mission to transport him to the
Charlevoix Area Hospital.
“Spectacular
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coordination between the Beaver Island
and Charlevoix Emergency Medical
Services and the Coast Guard enabled a
flawless mission to occur,” said Capt.
Stuart Merrill, commanding officer of
the Coast Guard air station. “Saving
lives is our primary mission, and we are
poised and ready to respond, whenever
and wherever we're needed. We’re
always willing to render assistance to
the people of Beaver Island.”

The

Beaver Island’s Oldest PUB
and its FINEST FOOD

$2 Beer Mon.-Fri. 5-8pm $5 Lunch Specials Mon.-Fri.
Sunday: All Day Happy Hour 50 Cent Wings
Fried Chicken Dinner
Monday: Burger & A Beer $8 (Domestic Beer Or Well Liquor)
Wednesday: Island's Best BBQ 1/2 Rack of Ribs or 1/2 Chicken $12 Chicken & Ribs $18
Thursday: Game Night! Euchre, Pool, Darts, & Keno- Happy Hour All Night
Friday: All U Can Eat Fish & Chips $13
Saturday: Prime Rib & $4 Bombs from 9pm-Close
Free Wi-fi . Kitchen Hours Sun.-Thurs. 11:30am-8pm . Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-9pm

H A R B O U R
M A R K E T

Wednesday Family Night: Large 2 item Pizza & 4 Dishes of Ice Cream $20
Home Baked- Scones, Muffins, Cookies, Jim's Pizza & Sandwiches
Beer, Wine, Liquor, Soda, Candy, Ice Cream, Gelato, Cigarettes & Ice
Free Wi-fi . Smoke Free Atmosphere . Hours 7am-8pm

Charlevoix
State Bank
State Bank

38230 Michigan Ave.
Beaver Island, MI 49782
(Member FDIC)

Winter Hours
Open Tuesday & Friday 9am-2pm
weather permitting

(231) 448-2190
w w w. C h a r l e v o i x S t a t e B a n k . c o m
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One Hundred Years Ago
from Joyce Bartels

Charlevoix Courier Wednesday,
January 6, 1909 Local News Briefly
Told: “Anthony Malloy of St. James
was in the city on business the first of
the week.”
Charlevoix Sentinel Thursday,
January 7, 1909 Local News: “Anthony Malloy, the St. James meat
market man, came over on the Violet
Monday to buy hogs to supply a
shortage of pork on the Island.”
“W. H. Collins, engineer of the
Beaver Island tug Margaret McCann, is
home for the winter.”
“The fishing tug Ciscoe went out
and set nets Monday, and some of the
smaller crafts are still fishing. Beaver
Island fishing is entirely suspended.”
“The Beaver Island mail tug Violet
came over with the mail Saturday,
returning Sunday. She came again
Monday and will continue mail trips as
long as the lake is open.”
Charlevoix Courier Wednesday,
January 13, 1909 Local News Briefly
Told: “Rev. Clement J. Strang,
of Benzonia, will preach at the Congregational Church next Sunday morning
and evening. He will also Preach at
Ironton at 2:30 p. m. He is a very
interesting speaker.”
Charlevoix Sentinel Thursday,
January 14, 1909 Local News: “The tug
Violet has about averaged her
tri-weekly mail trips since the Beaver
laid up, and will continue as long as
Beaver Harbor is open.”
“News was received here Tuesday
that the fish tug Ciscoe, which left here
last week for Manistique to lay up, sunk
at the dock at Manistique on that date.
No further particulars are given. The
Ciscoe is owned by the R. Beutel Co.,
the fish dealers, operating here, and was
sailed by Capt. Peter McCafferty, of this
city. The Ciscoe lies in nine feet of
water, and has six gangs of nets in her
hold which will be seriously damaged.
The boat will be raised at once.”
Charlevoix Courier Wednesday,
January 20, 1909 Local News Briefly
Told: “Rev. Clement J. Strang, who
occupied the pulpit in the Congregational Church Sunday, was the guest of
Mr. And Mrs. B. P. Wilkinson while in
the city.”

Charlevoix Sentinel Thursday,
January 21, 1909 Local News:
“Navigation seems to be open again.
The tug Violet arrived again today from
St. James.”
“Capt. Peter McCafferty who had
his tug Ciscoe sunk by a cake of ice at
Manistique, arrived back home
Monday. The Ciscoe was raised before
he left there.”
“Well, thank Heaven, ‘Bowery’ is
marooned on this side of the channel for
the remainder of the winter, anyway.”
FRONT PAGE ARTICLE:
BEAVER ISLAND
CUT OUT FOR A TIME
The tug Violet left here last Friday
morning on her last Beaver Island mail
trip, and is frozen in at Beaver Harbor.
This means that the next thing on the
program is the ice route. Reports from
St. James are to the effect that the ice
bridge is not yet closed up between the
outermost Island and Cross Village, but
a few nights like the last three will
afford a safe passage.
It is safe to say that we shall get a
mail from St. James within a week.
Our last cable news from the Island
gives us no news out of the ordinary.
LATER – – – A change of wind
cleared out Beaver Harbor Tuesday
night, and the Violet arrived here at nine
o’clock Wednesday morning, returning
same day.”
Charlevoix Courier Wednesday,
January 27, 1909
FRONT PAGE ARTICLE:
VIOLET IN ICE
Was Caught
While Making Trip Friday
The fish tug Violet which has been
carrying the Beaver Island mail since
the Beaver laid up for the season, left
here Friday for St. James with five
sacks of mail but, was caught in the drift
ice four miles out from Cross Village,
with the crew consisting of Captain, Ed.
Martin, Engineer Barney Martin, and
helper Charles Cross, on board. Tugs
Parmalee and McCann were sent to the

rescue, but were unable to reach the
imprisoned tug.
Tuesday, Captain Martin made his
way over the ice and was able to take
some provisions out. Captain Martin
reported that they had been reduced to
two cans of tomatoes found among the
freight, which, while they didn’t go
very far, tasted mighty good.
Today, the tug Alice C., from
Manistique, attempted to get the tug out
but on account of the heavy wind, was
forced to abandon the effort. Captain
Martin is at Cross Village, the other two
members of the crew being left aboard.”
Local News Briefly Told:
“W. J. Gallagher will attend a meeting
of the Knights of Columbus at Petosky
tomorrow night.”
Charlevoix Sentinel Thursday,
January 28, 1909
FRONT PAGE ARTICLE:
FOUR DAYS IMPRISONED
Hazardous Trip and Trying Experience of the Mail Tug Violet
–Ice Threatening and Food Scarce
–Final Rescue
“In local marine annals there is not
a case involving more hardship or
greater peril than that of the last trip of
the tug Violet, owned by the R. Beutel
Co. and hailing from this port.
“Her crew was Ed Martin, master;
Barney Martin, engineer. On board was
one passenger, Charles Cross of
St. James, on his way home from
Chicago. She arrived here with the
Island mail Thursday afternoon,
making a good run. At one o’clock
Friday afternoon she started out for the
Island with fair prospects, but encountered a large field of ice about five miles
this side of the harbor, which she could
not force herself through.
“Saturday morning found her still
there, and from time to time all day the
cable operator at St. James informed
Charlevoix that she could be seen. But,
on Sunday morning nothing could be
seen of her from that port. At nine
o’clock Sunday morning the information came by telephone from Cross
continued on page 34.

One Hundred Years Ago, from page 32.
Village that she laid four miles off
that place, inside a field of ice, and
unable to extricate herself.
“Meanwhile, the tug Margaret
McCann started out from St. James,
34.

soon locating the Violet, but was unable
to reach her. The same evening the
McCann was joined by the Parmalee,
from this port, but both tugs were
obliged to abandon their efforts. One
very important task of the expedition,

however, was accomplished—a liberal
supply of food was sent to the Violet in a
boat shoved over the ice floes by
members of the McCann’s crew. The
question of food was the one causing
most anxiety on both sides of the

b i o s tat i o n r e c o g n i z e d b y A I A

T

he American Institute of
Architects Southwest Michigan recognized seven architecture firms at its 2008 Design
Awards, including an honorable mention to Slocum Associates for its work
on CMU’s Beaver Island Bio Station.
Twenty-one project entries were
submitted by area architecture firms
under three categories: New Construction, Existing Projects, and Unbuilt Pro-

jects. Jurors from the AIA Indianapolis
reviewed the submittals and bestowed
awards.
The criteria for design excellence
included demonstrated skill and sensitivity to the functional and technical
requirements of the project, the contribution the project made to the surrounding physical and social context, and the
overall harmony and design consistency. Each entry was judged based on

the merit of the architect’s solution and
the apparent success with which the
project added to the discourse of design
in the architectural community.
Slocum earned distinction for its
work on the James C. Gillingham Academic Center on Beaver Island, for
which the buzz remains; those who are
just now seeing it are as thrilled as those
were who attended its gala grand opening a year and a half ago.

A B r av e G a l

Fat h e r t o S tay B / R , P C P o s t s

Thanks to Dianna Stampfler, an
animated version of Elizabeth Whitney
Williams’ exciting life, on and off
Beaver Island, can be seen online at
americanepic.org/keeperofthelight.
Dianna spoke here on women lighthouse keepers, and campaigned to get
EWW in the MI Women’s Hall of Fame.

Holy Cross Catholic Church
received some great news: much-loved
Father Pat Cawley rescinded his plan to
retire when the Diocese could not find a
replacement. A new directory with a
portrait of each congregation family of
the Holy Cross Church was also just
finished in time for Christmas.

At a special Peaine Board meeting
on 12-22, Tina Morgan was appointed
to join returning Board of Review
members Joan Banville and Jacque
LaFreniere.
One Planning Commission seat
needs to be filled; applications to Peaine
Township are due by February 1st.

ROBERT’S JOHN SERVICE, INC.

Doing Quality Work for 18 Years
Licensed and Insured
]
Plumbing
]
Heating
! Radiant In-floor Heat / Hydronic
! Forced Air
]
Water-right / Water Conditioning
]
House Opening / Closing
]
Vac-u-flo / Central Vacuum Systems
]
Great Lakes Hot Tubs dealer —
sales and service. Call for a quote.

(231) 448-2805

Commercial & Residential Construction
specializing in custom wood homes

Ernest
Beaver Island Office
Phone 231-448-2074
Fax 231-448-2047

Martin
Traverse City Office
Phone 231-922-0000
Fax 231-922-0010

email: info@kmcontractorsinc.com
web: www.kmcontractorsinc.com

channel. It was found that the crew was
well toward the bottom of a box of
canned tomatoes—the only edible
article left on board. Both the relief tugs
returned home Tuesday morning. The
strong steel tug Berger, of Manistique,

left that port yesterday morning, and, as
we go to press, it is safe to say that the
Violet is rescued. She is reported to be in
good condition, with a ton and a half of
coal on board.” “An interesting phase of
the affair is that W. D. C. Germaine,

Mayor of Traverse City, came here 35.
intending to go to St. James on the
Violet, on important business, and only
at the last moment before the tug left did
his friends here prevail on him not to
take the chance.”

Photograph courtesy of Elaine West

W e l co m e B a c k & T h a n k Yo u Pa rt y o n 1 - 3 1

A

“Welcome Back” Reception for Chris VanLooy,
our
new co-care
giver at the
Health Center,
will take place
st
on January 31 ,
from 3 to 5 pm
at the Peaine
Hall. Everyone
should come

W elcome

and welcome her back to the Island.
The same party will also be a Thank
You to Sue Solle
and the Health Center staff for getting
us through a year
and a half of only
having one care
giver and the extra
work and taxing of
being constantly
on call–Thank you

&

back!

Featuring

Nina’s Restaurant
Where the Cuisine is as Wonderful as the View

231-448-2396
Special Dinners throughout the Winter
www.beaverislandlodge.com

for all your work to keep us well!
The next regularly scheduled
Beaver Island
Rural Health
Center Board
meeting will
also be January
31 s t so board
members will
be on the Island
for the event.

Thank You Event
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K i l l i n g T i m e at t h e A i r p o r t

Chiropractor Jessica Carden and
Tamara Graf (the Acupuncturist and
Chinese Herbal Medicine Practitioner)
travel here every other week to offer
care at the BIRHC. On their December
th
4th and 5 trip, snow delayed the return
flight, so they made the most of having

extra time on the Island by offering their
services at the Municipal Airport.
Their fellow passengers accepted
their offer of care, and relaxed with
what was their first acupuncture needle
experience. After resting in the airport
chairs for awhile, their needles were

removed and they had adjustments on
the portable chiropractic table. “An
hour ago I was grumpy and sore, and I
just wanted to get home. Now I feel so
good I plain don't care if we go or not!”
said one of the impromptu patients after
his care.

The needles are placed in the ears,
atop the head, in the wrist/forearm/hand, and in the ankle/leg/foot.
There are little tips on the needles so
you can see them in the pictures—if you
look closely. In these photos you can
see the guys have their pantlegs rolled
up and they're resting still as the
acupuncture needles work the Qi….

Jessica gave adjustments and brief
massages, and assigned therapeutic
stretches and exercises for homework.
The guy on the adjusting table was
at the CMU Bio-station working on the
dock, and the other guys are from
Grayling, here drywalling the school.
Keith at Fresh Air was surprised
that the two care-providers preferred

working over relaxing and reading
magazines as they waited for the snow
to abate. But Tamara and Jessica both
love what they do, and want people to
experience the benefits of this type of
care. That's one of the reasons why they
honor the sliding scale at the BIRHC,
and offer discounted “Year 'Round
Islander” rates for their services.

VAN & GEO RENTAL

Beaver Island Marina

PICK UP AT BOAT OR PLANE

Multi-Day Discounts

At Your Service:
Transient Slips
Fuel - Charts - Shipstore
Auto & Boat Repair
Licensed Mechanic
Storage & More

4 HR. Rates available

Gas Station and Car Rental
Gold Card Savings

Call: 448-2300

Check out our ship store: Gifts, Bait, and More.

BEAVER ISLAND MARINA
E-MAIL: Pat@BeaverIslandMarina.com

Photograph by Alan and Kathy Brouard

25860 Main - P.O. Box 76 - Beaver Island, MI 49782
(231) 448-2300 - FAX (231) 448-2763

www.beaverislandmarina.com

Real Estate, For Sale

FOR SALE –
HARBOR-AREA HOUSE:
Four bedroom, 1 ½ bath house on two
lots with garage. Wonderful location
near town and the harbor. Asking price
is $215,000.
Ed Wojan Realty:
Real Estate Office: (231) 448-2711
Toll Free Number: 1-800-268-2711
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FOR SALE BY OWNER:
3 Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths.
Large Living Area plus downstairs
Family Room and Laundry Area.
Call (616) 293-0055 or
(231) 448-2535

NEW HOME ON SECLUDED
ONE ACRE WOODED LOT
IN PORT ST. JAMES
400 ft from north shore. Listen to the
lake, see Garden Island when the leaves
fall. Open floor plan 1875 ft2 on one
floor. Full unfinished raised basement
with 2 egress windows. Two large
master suites, one with large deep jet
tub. Half bath in foyer. Smaller third
bedroom is used for office. Lots of huge
closets. Ceiling fans in every room.
Decks on three sides. Two-car attached
garage. Outdoor wood boiler with
auxiliary propane for hot water baseboard heat. Radiant electric heat tile in
bathrooms and laundry room. $250,000.
For more info call (231) 448-3010,
or e-mail kopperud@tds.net

FOR SALE: 28190 ISLAND
WOODS RD: 3 Bedrooms; 2 Baths;
Built in 2005; Immaculate with loads of
character; For details and interior
photos, go to Forsalebyowner.com
(Listing ID #: 21207130)
or contact Drew & Sarah at
(231) 675-3746

LAKE GENESERATH - Lot For
Sale Parcel # 15-012-015-013-10,
Hemlock Point Road; 140’ lake frontage on
the North Arm of beautiful Lake
Geneserath; lot approved for building on
w/o restrictions. (616) 772-9783; (616)
283-7227; cschrotenboer@ghyfc.org
FOR SALE - 1300 SQ. FT. HOME with
12'x12' out-building on Font Lake Court
$99,900.00 Call Mike Collins Island
Properties (231) 448-2923
PRIME 20 ACRES NEAR FONT LAKE
- close to town, w. apple trees, power and
road in. $150,000 Erik Peterson
(616) 240-8980.
FOR SALE, 11 ACRES ON EAST SIDE
DRIVE - good land, 357' on
road, 1373' deep; $28,900. Phone
(231) 448-2545

LAKE GENESERATH - Beautiful
lot on Hemlock Point Rd. 111’ lake frontage
with lovely view across bay into state forest. Entire lot level with large hemlocks &
no wetland or restrictions. $78,000.
(616) 399-5164 or mfolkening@pol.net
40 ACRES ON SLOPTOWN ROAD Call Bud at (231) 448-2397.
KING’S HIGHWAY LOTS ON THE
EDGE OF TOWN - Two beautiful wooded
lots right near town, the Brothers’ Place,
and the harbor. Asking $40,000 each. Call
(773) 646-1424. Odatlo@sbcglobal.net
LOTS FOR SALE - Lots 727,728,729 in
Port St. James #8 on Tamarock Trl. $12500
ea. Wish to sell all 3 at one time. $7500
down will finance $30000 bal at $350 per
mo. for a few years. Will sell for cash for
$34,500. Call Ben at (386) 439-3351

10 ACRES OLD FOX LAKE ROAD
Beautiful, wooded, great building site;
$39,000 MUST SELL. (231) 409-1214.
TWO LOTS IN THE PORT ST. JAMES
- near Font Lake. Perked, wooded,
buildable. #708 & 709; electric and phone
right there. $14,000 each. Call Peggy at
(269) 671-5557.
2 LOTS ON SAND BAY - 3.3 Acres each.
1700’ deep. Sandy Beach. Frontage 117’
each. (810) 629-7680 or (231) 448-2257.
THE WALSH 40 - south of the Beaver
Island Golf Course - Walk to the Fairway.
M a k e o f f e r. ( 2 4 8 ) 6 4 9 - 4 9 0 9 o r
(248) 515-8746
PROTECTED HARBOR SITE 60’ Lake frontage by 250’ deep. North of the
Toy Museum. Call (231) 448-2391.

Post your Island cottage rental in the Beacon and on the Beacon’s Beaver Island websites
an affordable way to increase your rental revenue in 2009. Call (231) 448-2476 or email cottages@beaverbeacon.com
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Real Estate, For Rent

BEACHFRONT HOUSE FOR
RENT: Exciting cottage with view of
High Island from large deck. Open floor
plan, huge windows on extremely private beach. 2 BRs with 2 full beds + loft
with 2 twins. 1½ baths, TV/VCR, W/D,
microwave, gas grill, all amenities.
$1200/week; spring & fall $895. Limit
6 people. Please call (941) 921-2233 or
(317) 769-6563

BEAUTIFUL COTTAGE on a
wooded lot. This chalet-style cottage
is new, bright and airy with a large
front room and cathedral ceiling, lots
of windows, and double sliding glass
doors. Convenient access to the best
beach on the island. Only $675/week.
Off-season $425. Call (517) 927-2374
nprawat@yahoo.com
APARTMENT FOR RENT $550/month, Fully Furnished, Near
Four-Corners, Year Round availability
Call (231) 448-2074 or (231) 922-0000.

LOEW’S LODGE ON LAKE
GENESERATH: 6 BR (queens in 4
BR, bunks in 2 BR), 2 shower baths, 2
screened porches. laundry facilities, linen
and bedding provided. Fully equipped
kitchen. Boat available. $1050/week.
(231) 448-2809

ALLEN HARBOR-LAKE FRONT:
One block W. of marina. Sharp 3 bedroom, 3 bath, washer/dryer. Sleeps 8.
Awesome view of harbor from living
room, kitchen/dining room, and master
bedroom. $1,400/week. Call Patti Fogg
(616) 399-5067 pfogg@charter.net or
www.allenfoggcottages.com

LAKEFRONT
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1 double and 6
single beds, washer/dryer, wrap-around porch, views of sunset & overlooking Garden & Squaw Islands.
$1200/week. (616) 405-8926 Website:
www.whatproperties.com/PL48480
E-mail: Info@whatproperties.com

DONEGAL BAY COTTAGE: 3 BR,
2 BA, full kitchen, W/D, fireplace,
secluded patio & deck surrounded by
pines and bluff and overlooking one of
Beaver Island’s best beaches. $850 per
week June-September; winter rates
available. Call (734) 996-3973 or
suziqp16@comcast.net

SECLUDED BEAUTIFUL CHALET
FOR RENT: 10 Acres of pine with 360'
of sandy Lake Michigan Beach. 2-BR
(including loft), one bath, Great Room
with 2 sofa sleepers. Fabulous views of
the Lake. Large decks. Sleeps 7. Across
from state land and hiking trails. Satellite
TV. No pets. No smoking. $800 per
week. Call Ed or Connie Eicher
(231) 448-2257 or (810) 629-7680

SAND BAY - “BAY HAVEN”
COTTAGE - WEEKLY RENTAL Lake Front, Sandy Beach, 5 br, great view,
laundry, East Side Dr.- only four miles from
town. This home is only two years old.
Awesome sunrises—walk to beach is
straight and flat out the lower level. Please
call Laurie Bos at (616) 786-3863 or email
lauriesbos@chartermi.net
Photographs of Bay Haven can be viewed at
bayhaven.beaverisland.net
WEEKLY RENTAL - Lake front.
“The Last Resort” 2 BR house on Sand Bay,
great view, beautiful sunrise, laundry pair, 1
½ bath. Phone Bill McDonough at
(231) 448-2733 (days).
DONEGAL BAY – Clean/ Comfortable 3
Bedroom Home. Private Beach,
Unforgettable Sunsets. Call Valerie
Connors at (810) 487-1028.
WATERFRONT COTTAGE - On
the east side. Available by the week or weekend. One BR, full kitchen and bath. Enjoy
the water and the woods, year round.
Off-season rates. Complete privacy.
(231) 448-2907.

T H E F I S H E R M A N ’S H O U S E Great ‘In-Town’ location across the street
from St. James Harbor on the harbor road. 4
BR/2 Bath; W/D; Four bedrooms, three
rooms with double beds and one room with
twin beds, two bathrooms, bed linens and
bath towels provided, fully equipped modern kitchen, washer/dryer, TV, enclosed
porch, and open deck with grill. For availability, call Bill or Tammy (231) 448-2499
or (231) 448-2733.
RENTAL CABIN - for rent - Sand Baysleeps 8—amenities—available MaySeptember $950.00 wk plus security
deposit. (231) 582-5057 or email
robin@robinleeberry.com.
WEEKLY RENTAL - Harbor Beach Twobedroom Condos. $500/week. Call Satch
Wierenga at (231) 448-2808.
LOCH WOOD SHORES – Located four
miles from town on the beach of Sand Bay.
3 bedroom,1 ½ bath, W/D, full kitchen, gas
grill, large deck that you step off onto the
beach, gas fireplace, dish TV, and a gorgeous view. Call (231) 448-2733 or (231)
448-2499 tammymcd107@yahoo.com.

Browse the best Island rental cottages online, anytime, www.beaverbeacon.com or www.beaver-island.com
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JUDE’S RENTALS: Pleasantly situated in the heart of it all! Jude’s house is
nestled among the peaceful nature of
Beaver Island in addition to being just
walking distance from the harbor, historical museums, shops, restaurants and the
beach. Call Jude Martin (231) 448-2673
or (616) 340-5339

HARBOR LIGHTS: a unique log
cabin looking out over Paradise Bay.
Enjoy the boat traffic from the huge
deck, or sit around the fire pit on the
beach. 3 bedrooms w/ 2 queen sized
beds, 2 twins and 1 ½ baths.
All the amenities. Spectacular views!
$1200.00 per week. (630) 834-4181
E-mail to harborlightsbim@aol.com

NEAR DONEGAL BAY’S BEACH:
3BR 1 queen, 1 full, 2 twin & queen
sofa sleeper. 2 Bath, Fireplace, W/DR,
All Amenities, Satellite TV. /
VCR/DVD, grill, bikes No pets.
$790/week. Off season April Thru June
13 & Sept 13 Thru Oct $590. Call Gale
or Warren Evenings (708) 389-0621
Day (708) 214-7049

ISLAND AERIE: Overlooking harbor
next to Nature Preserve, easy walk/bike to
town, 3 bathrooms, 4 BR w/ 2 king and 10
twin beds, large 1st floor decks, 2nd floor
wet bar and deck, 3rd floor game room, all
modern amenities and appliances, great for
multiple families and groups. $1600/week,
reduced off-season and extended-stay
rates. Call John and Jan (989) 866-2159
www.islandaerie.net . Jan@islandaerie.net

WATERFRONT HOME RENTAL/wk
3+bedroom, 3bath, 2,000s/f living space;
at entrance of Beaver Harbor. Newly carpeted & painted, extensive decks, handcrafted “shipwreck furniture” wet bar in
sunroom/lounge w/ spectacular views of
Lake Michigan & lighthouse. $1,200./wk
biproperty@gtlakes.com or
(231) 448-3031

THE BIRCH HOUSE ON FONT
LAKE/ DONEGAL BAY ROAD:
Close to town, beautiful sunrise,
fishing, and solitude.
3 bedroom (sleeps 6) and 1 1/2 bath.
Phone Mary Rose @ (630) 750-7870
or email mrdoig@hotmail.com
$975.00/wk off season rates available.

HOUSE ON WICKLOW BEACH FOR
RENT - sleeps 6. $875/week weekly rental
C o n t a c t Ry a n o r K e r r y S m i t h
ryanandkerry@tds.net or (231) 448-2601.

RENT YOUR COTTAGE MORE IN
2009 WITH A BEACON AD - e-mail
ads@beaverbeacon.com or call (231) 4482476. Cost is a fraction of one week’s rental.

SECLUDED 1940s LOG CABIN JUST
ONE BLOCK FROM LAKE and
market on one acre - Sleeps 4-6, pets
welcome ($100 deposit.) Washer, Dryer &
linens furnished. Bicycles, canoe, grill
available $700/wk; weekends available.
(219) 863-2655.
DONEGAL BAY COTTAGE - Nicely furnished 3 BR, 1 bath, washer/dryer. On dune
w/ beach access. $775/ July & August $600
off-season weekly. Dana Luscombe (248)
549-2701 eve or dpluscombe@msn.com
LOG CABIN ON SAND BAY pets allowed. 2 BR, 1 bath: $500.
Call (734) 449-0804 or email
delzey@earthlink.net
7 PINES - Weekly Rental Close to town
(short walk to Dalwhinnie)
Sleeps 6, 1 ½ bath, washer/dryer, linens
furnished, freshly remodeled,
DOG FRIENDLY, $750/week, Contact
Ryan & Gretchen Fogg at (616) 836-1597.
DONEGAL BAY - 3 BR 2 bath Home;
sleeps 6; many amenities. $1,000 a week.
Reduced rates for off-season. Phone (313)
885-7393, after 4:00 p.m.

The

Convent

BEACHFRONT HOME
FOR RENT:
3 bedrooms and loft – total 5 beds,
hot tub, gorgeous views, solitude,
wood stove, May-Sept. $1050. Offseason $795. $50 gas card with
week’s rental. Call Perry at
(313) 530-9776
or e-mail pgatliff@hotmail.com
FOR SALE at $339,900

in the Village

Beautiful Harbor View
Full Housekeeping Home
Sleeps 15 - 7 Bedrooms w/ sinks
Fully-equipped Kitchen
Beach Access
Great for Multi-Family Groups,
Family Reunions, Business Retreats
Open Year Round

Call 448-2206
(Pam O'Brien)
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