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ISLAND AIRWAYS

Providing more than 60 years of continuous service

1945-2005

Fly to Beaver Island

www.islandairways.com

Toll Free (800) 524-6895   Charlevoix (231) 547-2141   Beaver Island (231) 448-2071

Discover Beaver Island

Personal Travel

! 15 minute flights to and from Beaver Island daily
! Numerous flights daily throughout the year
! Please call ahead for reservations
! Year round freight provider - we are happy to haul big or small
! Air Tours and Color Tours available

! Airline connections made easy (Pellston, Traverse City, & Escanaba)
! Year-round service.  Call for rates and reservations
! Let us come to your hometown and pick you up!

McDonough's Market
Since 1933

On America's Beautiful "Emerald Isle"

38240 Michigan Avenue

Beaver Island, MI 49782

(231) 448-2733

Full line of groceries.  Custom-cut meat.  Fresh 

produce,  Beer, Wine, Liquor, Block & cube 

ice.  Movie rentals.  Post cards. Beaver Island 

clothing, Hardware, Toys, Public Telephone.

Small & major appliances, Greeting cards, 

Notary service.  Michigan lottery.  Fax, Money 

orders & transfers, Island maps.

www.mcdonoughsmarket.com

Fresh bakery items daily, espresso, cappuccino, deli salads, 
sandwiches, pizza, ice cream, soft drinks, and much more!  

Eat in or take out.  (231) 448-2736.
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Quality Built Homes with 

attention to detail and 

customer satisfaction.

We build a variety of 

projects from small cabins 

to Lodges. We are a 

licensed builder with 

over 25 years experience 

on Beaver Island.

(231) 448-2400

36869 Kings Highway   Beaver Island Michigan 49782

Ron Wojan - General Contractor Inc.Ron Wojan - General Contractor Inc.

5.4.

B I P O A
Beaver Island

Property Owners
Association

Join Now!  Keep in touch with 
Beaver Island events likely to 
affect you and your property.  

Receive our regular BIPOA 
newsletter.

Visit our web site:

Contact: , 
Treasurer at 

www.beaverisland.net/bipoa
Annette Dashiell

(231) 448-2542

Beaver Island 
Property Owners Association

P. O. Box 390
Beaver Island, MI 49782

Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates!

ERNIE MARTIN
General Contractor

New Construction Additions Pole Barns
Garages Decks

Also: Driveways, Excavating, Foundations, 

Tree & Brush Removal

(231) 448-2342

DONE WHEN YOU WANT IT DONE!

Weddings    Funerals

Fresh Arrangements

Corsages    Weekly Specials

Bedding Plants   Plant Care

Dried and Silk Arrangements

Floral DesignsFloral Designs
by Colleenby Colleen

1516 S. Bridge St. Charlevoix, MI1516 S. Bridge St. Charlevoix, MI

(231) 547 -1130
1 -800 -408 -1130
(231) 547 -1130
1 -800 -408 -1130

Colleen Currier-HartColleen Currier-Hart
(Beaver Island Related)

ROY ELSWORTH

ASSOCIATE BROKER

MIKE COLLINS

SALES ASSOCIATE
P. O. Box 3

BEAVER ISLAND MI 49782

(231) 448-2433

www.vpnrealty.com

The 
Convent

in the Village

Beautiful Harbor 

View
Full Housekeeping Home

Sleeps 16

7 Bedrooms w/ sinks

Fully-equipped Kitchen

Beach Access

Great for Multi-Family 

Groups

Family Reunions

Business Retreats

Open Year Round

Weekly Rental in season

2-night minimum off-season

Call 448-2902 
for more Information

Call 448-2902

News from the Townships
Joint Township Meeting With Engineering and other costs, 

The full Boards of both Townships it was unanimously decided to apply for 
th a $55,000 grant; both decisions were met together on December 6  to con-

made simultaneously by the Boards of sider bids received by that morning for 
each Township.  The Boards noted that cutting all the trees on 22 acres east of 
they (and the Airport Committee, and the Townships’ Airport.  Five bids had 
the FAA) would be insured against lia-arrived, but one was not valid because 
bility of $1,000,000 via a binder that the bid bond check had not been 
would be in the contract they would included (the contractor called to say 
later sign.he had found it on his desk after mail-

Several members seemed to ing his bid, but it was too late.) The 
believe this tree clearing was excessive, estimate had been $30,000, but the 
but once the FAA recommended it, if it bids were higher–including a high bid 
was not done and an accident was of $289,900.
caused by an uncut tree, they could be The low bid was local, from 
held liable. So there was no choice but R. Gillespie Enterprises, at $44,660.  
to follow through.In a previous bidding of other property 
   In a handshake agreement, two west of the runway (this is east, across 
additional trees on the Paradise Bay Donnel Mor's Lane) the low bid was 
Coffee Shop land will also be removed. $3,000/acre, so this bid seemed fair 

The work is to be finished by and was unanimously approved by 
thboth Town Boards. The bidder prom- May 15 .   

ised to do extra work: remove all the 
stumps and create leveled, mowable St. James Township Board
ground. (The Townships’ Engineer St. J ames Township held its 
said all bidders offered this; with the December meeting a week late. After 
danger of punctured tires and sprung announcing that the South End Fire 
tread, it was the way to proceed.) Truck had arrived on Beaver Island, 

Most of the money will come from appointments were made to the Board 
the FAA.  Beaver Island has qualified of Review: Pinky Harmon, Jayne 
for grants of up to $150,000 a year, and Bailey, and Jim McDonough (for 2-
has three years in which to apply for year terms.)
and spend this money. We have A question was raised about the 
$30,000 left from the available funds downtown sidewalk snowplowing: 
of 2002 and all the money from 2003 should it continue as it is, or should the 
and 2004. The FAA is reducing the east side sidewalk on Main Street go 
local match from 5% to 2½%, and it unplowed but the west side sidewalk be 
was unclear what ours would be. plowed all the way to McDonough’s 

Market and the Bank?  mated to be over $2,000. Gary Voogt 
The furnace at the old DNR Build- was commended for having envisioned 

ing quit working; Johnny Robert said this parking lot and pushing continu-
the heat exchanger had cracked. A deci- ously to overcome several obstacles 
sion was made to replace it with a pro- until it became a reality.
pane furnace (the fuel oil just delivered 
can be moved to another Township Peaine Township Board
location.)  Two bids for propane and a Four BICS students appeared at the 
tank were opened, and the contract Peaine Township Board meeting to con-
given to the lower total bid, which tinue their push to gain permission to 
came from Bud Martin. build a BMX track on Township land, 

The meeting was fairly uneventful but they met an insurmountable obsta-
until public comments were solicited.  cle: the Township’s Risk Control Rep-
Members of the audience voiced their resentative had pointed out the serious 
displeasure at our electric cable failing liability issue that would arise. The 
on the previous Saturday and the gen- Township would have to insure that all 
erators not kicking in. Some sentiment rules were being followed at all 
for organizing a non-payment of the times–particularly the helmet require-
ten-dollar surcharge was expressed.  ment. The Township’s attorney recom-
At the very least an explanation from mended that at least a $5,000,000 insur-
the electric company was requested.  ance policy be procured, which would 
One member of the audience pointed cost $6,447/year. This was deemed 
out that this was not the first time we'd more than the students could raise (in 
been “left in the dark.” addition to the funds they would need to 

After adjourning, comments were build the track), so the matter was 
made about the delay in the lot swap dropped–even though the “BMX Club” 
that was holding up the completion of had prepared an adequate contract pro-
the parking lot project: by not using a posal to Peaine Township. On the 
local firm to survey the land and write behalf of the Club, John Albin thanked 
the correct legal descriptions, mistakes the Board for its time.
were made that took up time. The Another land request was declined 
Township was reminded that a prom- as well, made by the AmVets Post #46 

2ise had been made to Phyllis for 10,000 ft  as a location for their Post 
Townsend to trim trees to enhance the Headquarters, a 24' x 62' donated dou-
view from her home, which is for sale ble-wide modular building, turned 
now that she has passed away, and this down because it could create an 
promise must be honored. Evan unwanted precedent.
Karnes will split the cost, roughly esti-

FREE ESTIMATES
AVAILABLE WHENEVER THE FERRY IS RUNNING

Chris J. Jeffrey
Custom Tile & Stone
Unique   Extreme   Artistic

(810) 531-4532

Continued on page 6.
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New Construction

Remodeling

26235 Main Street

Beaver Island, MI 

49782

Michael Collins

Licensed Builder

REWARD
Wall Systems

! Superior insulating value 
–over R32

! Greater strength than a 
block wall

! Outdoor sound reduction

Call for more information

BONADEO
enterprises, inc.

20 years Island masonry experience and
Charlevoix County’s only factory trained

Reward Wall Systems dealer.

448-2489

For all your book 
ordering needs

The Bridge Street
Book Shop
(231) 547 7323

BRIDGE
STREET
B O O K
S H O P

So many ways to stay in touch...
OPEN 7 DAYS YEAR-

ROUND
407 Bridge Street

Charlevoix, MI 49720
(231) 547-7323

Toll Free Nationwide 
(800) 729-3949

Fax (231) 547-0416
Web-Site charlevoixbooks.com

Special Orders Welcome!

ERINERIN
MOTELMOTEL

! Beaver Island’s only motel with 
a beach open year-around
! Adjacent to ferry dock, 

museums, restaurants, and 
stores.
! Car rentals available
! Bonfires on the beach, picnic 

tables and barbeques

(231) 448-2240

News from the Townships, from page 5. owner for activities of a renter: the 
The architect for the East Side Fire owner would have to know about the 

Hall agreed to create plans for an addi- offense in advance and approve it to be 
tion to the Peaine Town Hall for liable.  Several quoted cases supported 
$3,500 (plans only; no inspection.) this view.
Because of egress requirements , The proposed Ordinance was cir-
though, this addition will not have a culated as a single sheet. It had two sec-
basement (for storage.) This offer was tions, one making it illegal to make 
made by the architect when he arrived “any loud, unnecessary, or unusual 
to inspect the progress of the Fire Sta- noise or any noise which either annoys, 
tion, which he found satisfactory. disturbs, injures, or endangers the com-

The new Board (with two new fort, repose, health, peace, or safety of 
members) volunteered for some posi- others….” The Ordinance also prohib-
tions: Pete LoDico was willing to act its making a disturbance in any tavern 
as the Township’s representative on or other public place or place of busi-
the Health Center Board (since he’s ness. The second section dealt with the 
already on it, this will help the BIRHC penalty, which was modified during 
achieve its goal of reducing its Board); discussion to $200 for a first offense 
and Paul Welke will serve on both the and $500 for any offense thereafter. It 
Planning Commission and the Person- also provides a method for document-
nel Committee. ing cases not personally observed by 

Terry Saxton suggested that the the Deputy, who will be the one to 
Township switch from the Petoskey enforce this ordinance.
News Review to the Charlevoix The general feeling was that this 
Courrier for publishing its legal was a necessary addition to the rules 
notices because the Courrier has more governing Beaver Island, and although 
readers in our County. modification (or elimination) may be 

  Many of the 17 people in the audi- required in the future, it was a good 
ence were present to comment on the place to begin. So a resolution was 
proposed Noise Ordinance. The Town- passed, and 35 days after the ordinance 
ship Attorney provided a letter stating is published and the Sheriff is notified, 
the difficulty of fining a property it will take effect.

Mike Barrett’s Book
East Side Drive resident Mike 

Barrett’s new book of stories, It’s 
Saturday, has just been released by 
Carnegie Mellon University Press.

Fifty Years of Beacons!
Fifty years ago, in January of 1955, gave way to the Chamber, and the 

the publishing world gasped in awe as Beacon became the property of private 
the very first Beaver Beacon rolled off owners. Some plans were frustrated by 
the press–or what passed for a press: a turns of events, and surrogate manag-
mimeo machine. ers, composers, and editors kept the 

Beaver Island’s population had Beacon rolling out every month. Each 
been in decline for decades.  It had held one brought different skills and talents 
its own as well as anywhere during the to the table and the Beacon began to 
war, but afterwards, when the mainland take new shapes. The brilliance of the 
advanced into a bright, modern future, Stanhopes and the Glendons helped 
the ranks of those willing to make do shape it, as did the chutzpah of media 
with less decreased. Those who stayed professional Chuck Hooker, who also 
formed the Civic Associat ion to brought a new formality to the Beacon 
improve the business climate–which through the composing work of the 
meant increasing tourism.  Sauters. And the fine ears-for-a-good-

Someone suggested the Civic put story of Liam and Marilyn Racine 
out a newsletter, as the Rushin' Girls brought color and new creativity to its 
had done a decade before. With fami- pages. During the last thirty months 
lies scattered, something was needed to photography and color have increased, 
hold them together. A newsletter would but the core remains the same: it is a 
let people know about hunting and fish- community periodical, reporting on the 
ing conditions. Besides, giving a free twists and turns of Island government, 
subscription to anyone who joined the the arrivals and passings of Island peo-
Civic was a sure way to get that fledg- ple, and the events that give Island life 
ling organization off the ground. So a its unique, tantalizing flavor.  
handful of Islanders went to work, and The current owners are guided by 
the Beaver Beacon was born. their love for the Island. Production 

The first issues were filled with runs from 1,200 winter copies to 1,400 
reports of who had come home for a in the summer, and constitutes half-
visit. Hospital stays, marriages and time work for two people, who try to be 
births, and the DNR’s weather reports–  responsible by listening to readers.  
all went in. Soon Phil and Lil Gregg The only criteria is, does it showcase 
were putting out the monthly; with our the remarkable ambiance of Beaver 
leading storyteller on the job, the avail- Island and bring it honor? Hopefully 
able space never went un filled. this principle will keep the Beaver 

Twenty-some years ago the Civic Beacon strong for another fifty years.

Charlevoix
State BankState Bank

38230 Michigan Ave.

Beaver Island, MI 49782

(Member FDIC)

Open Tuesday & Friday

9:00 to 2:00

(231) 448-2190(231) 448-2190

A just-completed $308k feasibility 
study urged Escanaba to expand into a 
deep-water port. Two companies have 
offered to bid on this development.

A Deeper Escanaba
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to inspect the progress of the Fire Sta- noise or any noise which either annoys, 
tion, which he found satisfactory. disturbs, injures, or endangers the com-

The new Board (with two new fort, repose, health, peace, or safety of 
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tions: Pete LoDico was willing to act its making a disturbance in any tavern 
as the Township’s representative on or other public place or place of busi-
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already on it, this will help the BIRHC penalty, which was modified during 
achieve its goal of reducing its Board); discussion to $200 for a first offense 
and Paul Welke will serve on both the and $500 for any offense thereafter. It 
Planning Commission and the Person- also provides a method for document-
nel Committee. ing cases not personally observed by 

Terry Saxton suggested that the the Deputy, who will be the one to 
Township switch from the Petoskey enforce this ordinance.
News Review to the Charlevoix The general feeling was that this 
Courrier for publishing its legal was a necessary addition to the rules 
notices because the Courrier has more governing Beaver Island, and although 
readers in our County. modification (or elimination) may be 

  Many of the 17 people in the audi- required in the future, it was a good 
ence were present to comment on the place to begin. So a resolution was 
proposed Noise Ordinance. The Town- passed, and 35 days after the ordinance 
ship Attorney provided a letter stating is published and the Sheriff is notified, 
the difficulty of fining a property it will take effect.

Mike Barrett’s Book
East Side Drive resident Mike 

Barrett’s new book of stories, It’s 
Saturday, has just been released by 
Carnegie Mellon University Press.

Fifty Years of Beacons!
Fifty years ago, in January of 1955, gave way to the Chamber, and the 

the publishing world gasped in awe as Beacon became the property of private 
the very first Beaver Beacon rolled off owners. Some plans were frustrated by 
the press–or what passed for a press: a turns of events, and surrogate manag-
mimeo machine. ers, composers, and editors kept the 

Beaver Island’s population had Beacon rolling out every month. Each 
been in decline for decades.  It had held one brought different skills and talents 
its own as well as anywhere during the to the table and the Beacon began to 
war, but afterwards, when the mainland take new shapes. The brilliance of the 
advanced into a bright, modern future, Stanhopes and the Glendons helped 
the ranks of those willing to make do shape it, as did the chutzpah of media 
with less decreased. Those who stayed professional Chuck Hooker, who also 
formed the Civic Associat ion to brought a new formality to the Beacon 
improve the business climate–which through the composing work of the 
meant increasing tourism.  Sauters. And the fine ears-for-a-good-

Someone suggested the Civic put story of Liam and Marilyn Racine 
out a newsletter, as the Rushin' Girls brought color and new creativity to its 
had done a decade before. With fami- pages. During the last thirty months 
lies scattered, something was needed to photography and color have increased, 
hold them together. A newsletter would but the core remains the same: it is a 
let people know about hunting and fish- community periodical, reporting on the 
ing conditions. Besides, giving a free twists and turns of Island government, 
subscription to anyone who joined the the arrivals and passings of Island peo-
Civic was a sure way to get that fledg- ple, and the events that give Island life 
ling organization off the ground. So a its unique, tantalizing flavor.  
handful of Islanders went to work, and The current owners are guided by 
the Beaver Beacon was born. their love for the Island. Production 

The first issues were filled with runs from 1,200 winter copies to 1,400 
reports of who had come home for a in the summer, and constitutes half-
visit. Hospital stays, marriages and time work for two people, who try to be 
births, and the DNR’s weather reports–  responsible by listening to readers.  
all went in. Soon Phil and Lil Gregg The only criteria is, does it showcase 
were putting out the monthly; with our the remarkable ambiance of Beaver 
leading storyteller on the job, the avail- Island and bring it honor? Hopefully 
able space never went un filled. this principle will keep the Beaver 

Twenty-some years ago the Civic Beacon strong for another fifty years.
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(Member FDIC)
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A just-completed $308k feasibility 
study urged Escanaba to expand into a 
deep-water port. Two companies have 
offered to bid on this development.

A Deeper Escanaba



9.8.

th the Parish Hall was packed with those wishes for an “adopted cousin” in San On December 13  the (mainly youn-
who wanted to kick off Christmas with Salvador, The Twelve Days of Christ-ger) students, displaying unbounded 
a rollicky, frollicky good time. The pro- mas–kids’ style, a play in which a band energy and enthusiasm, staged a series 
gram included finger plays, a celebra- of apprentice angels earn their wings of Christmas presentations, with 
tion of Christmas’s world-wide appeal, somewhat inadvertently, and a beauti-Krystle Timsak as emcee. Once again 

School’s Christmas Program
ful closing solo by Danielle Cary. hoing red-costumed roly-poly figures Isle Hotel, or were there but had 

After the final song the audience brandishing large sacks of candy which thought of more items for their lists, 
was surprised by the arrival of, as one they passed out as they strolled down were invited to sit on the Padded Lap 
cluster of kids proclaimed, “our Island the aisle. Those who had missed them and unburden themselves to a caring 
Santa,” along with his wife–two ho- the previous weekend at the Emerald and considerate mythological figure.

Once again the Emerald Isle Hotel the arrival of Santa and Mrs. Claus (the where 53 children sat on their padded 
accelerated the run-up to Christmas by al wa ys  me rr y Bo b an d Pe gg y laps and sang their personal rendition of 

ndhosting an AmVets-sponsored event: “All I want for Christmas is….” Hoogendoorn) at its 2 -floor lounge, 

Santa (and wife) Arrive
A polaroid camera was used to give mix-up occurred with the gifts. And Caribbean port by a storm and did not 

every kid proof that he had recited his or thanks to Hotel owners Bill and Eula arrive in time), every supplicant left the 
her list to the highest authority, in case a Thomas (who were buffeted in a crude Great Padded Seat with a prize.
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Martin Well Drilling
& Residential and 

Commercial

& Water Wells: 4", 5", 

and larger 

& Modern Rotary 

Well Rig

Also ...

& Pump Installations

& Well Repairs

If you want a well now,

I have the equipment.

Call Bud @ 448-2197

or 448-2397

Martin

231

FREE Deluxe Continental Breakfast
In-room Refrigerator & Microwave

Outdoor Pool * Indoor Hot Tub Spa Tower
All Rooms have 25" TV/VCRs

RATES FROM $41.00 off season

GORDON'S AUTO CLINIC

GORDON HEIKKA, OWNER
Michigan Certified Master Mechanic MI10391
P.O. Box 175, St James, MI  49782

Full Service Auto Repair

Winter Storage

Winter Snow Plowing

Vehicle Pick-Up 

& Delivery Service

24-hour Wrecker Service

Year-round Auto Rental

(231) 448-2438(231) 448-2438

Gordon's
Auto
Clinic

Gordon's
Auto
Clinic

McDonough’s 
Market
McDonough’s 
Market
McDonough’s 
Market
McDonough’s 
Market

Ryan Smith Construction
L i c e n s e d C o n t r a c t o r

Remodels

Additions

New Construction

Roofing, Siding, Replacement Windows

Integrity

Efficiency

Quality Craftsmanship

Ryan Smith
P.O. Box 331 . Beaver Island, MI 49782

(231) 448-2393 or 448-2601

Ten Years Ago  An article about those who leave unauthorized trash at 
the value of an education from the Bea- the Transfer Station by installing a 
ver Island School mentioned that we video surveillance system.
had been first in the state in 1986, and The St. James Supervisor was dis-
had consistently made the top twenty patched to Lansing to sign papers to 
school districts. In 1995 no one “close the deal” on the Gull Harbor 

thdropped out, and all of the 9 -graders acquisition.
from four years before went on to grad- Bob Graves requested a joint town-
uate. In a state-wide test, 25 Beaver ship meeting to discuss the idea of a co-
Island students performed at a post- generational power plant to burn scrap 
graduation level. In the MEAP test our wood and sawdust.  

th Patrick McGinnity was awarded 5 -graders all reached the very highest 
an ROTC scholarship for four years to plateau in science, and all the students 
study Computer Science Management, who took the test reached the top or 
and a separate scholarship from his cho-next-to-top level in math.   

Charlevoix voters approved a pro- sen university, NMU. Two other stu-
posal to redesign Bridge Park, requir- dents also won awards: Angela Thun-
ing a $3,500,000 bond.  The work was dercloud was runner-up in a national 
to include a new ferry dock and termi- essay contest, and Erin McDonough 
nal building–thanks in part to then- advanced to the second round in a Lead-
Comnmissioner Rich Gillespie. ership Competition.

The burgeoning PABI Community Passings noted included Verlin 
House project discussed borrowing Brewer, Rick Bucholtz's step-father, 
money from the Charlevoix State who had a home at Gull Harbor. Births 
Bank, and was told that a precondition included Cindy's daughter Brighid.
would be to demonstrate strong com- Twenty Years Ago The Winter 
munity-wide support by obtaining Games were set for the harbor on Janu-

thpledges of labor and money of at least ary 26 , weather permitting. Planned 
$10,000/year for the next three years.  events included skating, skiing, snow-
PABI accepted the challenge and mobiling, snowshoe softball, tug-of-
launched a drive through the Chamber war, snowshoe races, and a snow-
of Commerce and its manager, Pam sculpture contest. The Civic Associa-
O'Brien. Hope was expressed to have a tion asked to borrow any extra snow-

thnew building up and open by the 100  shoes for the event.
anniversary of the Dockside Market. Funds were being collected by the 

An ad appeared offering satellite Civic for the ‘Memorial to the Dead at 
TV on Beaver Island.  Sea.’ The estimated cost was $1,800.  It 

A suggestion was made to trap distributed a survey to Island busi-

nesses, and from the response con- saw 1,766 patients (roughly 80% of 
cluded that the business community today’s visits.) The dentists (Drs. Por-
hoped it would continue and expand its ter and Stewart) saw 936 patients.  
programs. Its direction would be to Carol  Skinner and Sheri  Timsak 
induce writers and editors to create resigned and were replaced by Jan 
magazine articles about Beaver Island Capman and Marilyn Damstra. The 
rather than pay for ads. It planned to set Auxiliary was thanked for having pro-
up a Tourist Information booth in town. cured an EKG machine and a new elec-

Peaine Township voted to hire an tric typewriter.
attorney to bring suit against the Passings noted included Helen 
Charlevoix Equalization Department (McDonough) Lachance, born on Bea-
(and hence the State Tax Commission.) ver is 1907, sister to Allie and Nona, 

A delegation to Lansing met with and Katherine (McCann) Dunbar, born 
State Senator Mitch Irwin and the here in 1906.
Assistant Director of the DNR, but no Thirty Years Ago  The Beacon 
progress on getting a replacement for reported that December began with 4" 
Bill Wagner was made. of snow on the ground and ended with 

The Island dentist’s assistant, Dr. an inch less. With the snow, rabbit hunt-
Bruce Stewart, published an open letter ing became a favored recreation. Pref-
saying how much he was enjoying com- erably with a beagle–and they were 
ing here and meeting Island patients– learning young: Dennis Wagner's 3-
but unfortunately he was going to open month-old pup was already a veteran, 
his own practice in Boyne City and and Sheldon Parker's 5-month-old was 
would no longer serve us. well-seasoned. Archie Minor had taken 

St. James Township decided to so many rabbits he was running out of 
work on improving the North Shore people to give them to.
Campground and the Bud McDonough Barney’s Lake was classified as 
Memorial Ballpark, and to hire a sum- having an excessive population of 
mer employee to enact various plans. northern pike, so all size limits were 

The Fire Department was autho- removed for anyone fishing there.
rized to buy a new ice auger (and hoped Archie LaFreniere reported that on 
its Auxiliary could raise the $400.) leaving his shop he heard the cries of a 

The Medical Center report stated distressed bird and saw a sparrow stuck 
that “we are fortunate to have this facil- in the ice of his roof, with a second bird 
ity. In comparison with other commu- alternately landing to inspect and fly-
nities our size, the treatment and high ing up to ponder the dilemma. Finally 
standard of care is well above aver- the free bird landed near the one frozen
age.” In the previous year Dr. Siudara Continued on page 12, see On This Date

On This Date

“Bloomers”
Pam O’Brien, Master Gardener
PO Box 357 . 38315 Freesoil 

Avenue, Beaver Island Michigan
231-448-2206
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13.12.
ndSchmidt and William Gibson, born on 360-horse Cat or a 355-horse Buda rock on December 22 .  New work was 

Beaver in 1881. would propel the boat across the lake in planned that would require another 
Fifty Years Ago  The very first under three hours. $330, so additional benefits were being 

issue of the Beaver Beacon came out in The Beacon announced that the organized.
January of 1955, after the Civic Associ- Island’s first partridge season was quite Because the North Shore ran 
ation approved the draft Art Johnston a success, with 49 hunters taking 122 aground 1,000' north of Whiskey Point 
had been commissioned to prepare by birds. But the duck kill was down, and (at Gull Harbor) the previous fall (pre-
Jewell Gillespie the previous Novem- rabbits were also scarce. About 132 maturely ending the shipping season), 
ber. The logo was a quick drawing show- deer hunters were in the woods, though, the Civic was petitioning the Coast 
ing a lighthouse emitting beams in and took 29 deer. Guard to install a “safety device signal 
which The Beaver Beacon was written. The Civic said that its Commerce capable of aiding ships” arriving during 

The first Beacon gave particular Committee was planning to install new heavy fog.
thanks to Dr. Eugene Bales of Indianap- signs identifying interesting and histor- Russell Hoffman took an option on 
olis, who had suggested a monthly ical sites. the old Mormon Print Shop, intending 
newsletter at least a year before and Archie LaFreniere mentioned that to restore it.
then donated half the cost of the equip- some of the outer islands were being Passings noted included John 
ment needed to make it possible: a considered as possible experimental Maloney, a former Island schoolteacher 
reconditioned ditto machine, and reams wildlife locations by the Conservation who had been living in Chicago, and 
of typing paper.  Department. James McCann, who had owned the 

The first news story carried in the During the 11-month life of the Beachcomber at the time of his heart 
first Beacon was about a group of busi- Med Center (to January, 1955), eight attack and was found lying on the floor 
nessmen who were determined to maternity cases had been cared for (Dr. by Karl Kuebler. McCann had been our 
acquire a new mail-boat: Henry Allen, Vail had cared for 20 cases in his two Conservation Officer for eight years.
Lloyd McDonough, Dr. Harry Vail, years on Beaver.)  Of the 36 X-rays The first Beacon closed with a plea 
Karl Erber, and Ted Hine.  These men taken, 8 potential fractures turned out to join the Civic, its parent organiza-
formed a new company, capitalized at negative. “Innumerable laceration tion, which had been founded in 1953.  
$100,000. Plans for an all-steel boat cases” were also treated, and the school That first year almost all businessmen 
were being finished, and would be sent children were given their shots. had joined, but there was a fall-off in 
to the Coast Guard for approval. The The Med Center was completely '54.  It was hoped that offering the Bea-
boat was estimated to cost about paid for, as a $2,000 loan (from Erwin con as part of the reward for joining 
$72,000, to be built by the Christie Co. Belfy) needed to complete it was paid would increase membership, which 
in Sturgeon Bay.  It was hoped that the off, thanks to a fund-raiser at the Sham- could be had for as little as $2/year.

On This Date, continued from page 11. started regular Wednesday night square Forty Years Ago  December had 
in, and pecked until its feet came free; dancing for the High School students. begun with 10" of snow, but a warm 
then they both flew off together. The Boat Company bought the rain beat it down, and it was gone on the 

th thA severe storm hit the Island, with Erber Auto building in Charlevoix to 11 . But snow began again on the 14 , 
fierce winds whipping up the lake.  use for parking. and in all 24" fell.  Rabbit hunting was 
Gillespie’s work barge was pushed onto Ron Wojan became president of the excellent, with one group of nine com-
the lawn at Allens’ cottage; empty gas Civic Association, with Tim Timsak, ing in with 76 after a two-day hunt.  
tanks were washed off the boat dock; Bea Parker, and Rich Gillespie also Milt Bennett’s beagles were being 
and the Marina’s Eager Beaver, which serving as officers.  worked hard, and Archie LaFreniere 
had been hauled onto the beach, was Welke Aviation Services came into was trying to organize a coyote hunt.  
turned sideways. At the south end Iron ex is tence,  leas ing space at  the Don Cole and Perry Gatliff perforated 
Ore Creek was damned by trees Charlevoix Airport and offering twin- the ice at Lake Geneserath in their 
knocked down, and rerouted itself engine transportation to Beaver Island. search for bluegills.
around the bridge. The spray from the Jean LaFreniere was injured in A section of the harbor was pre-
lake froze on everything it splashed, pro- Charlevoix when husband Dick parked pared for skating.  
ducing some interesting ice formations their car on Bridge Street and left her The school kids started building a 
that glistened in the sun. alone for a moment just as a drunk 13 ½' sailboat as a class project.

Beaver Island’s Arthur Gallagher, driver, a Wallace Mitchell, caromed off The Coast Guard decided to turn 
editor of the Ann Arbor News, was a parked car, came across the center off the Whiskey Point Light until the 
appointed to the Pulitzer jury. line, and hit the LaFreniere car head on. coming spring.

 Dr. Christie converted the base- The Beachcomber Bar was put up The Squaw Island Lighthouse trag-
ment of the Med Center into a Youth for sale. edy of 1900 was recounted.
Center, now that the Township and the The birth of Mike Moore was At the Civic Association's annual 
Civic moved into the Coast Guard announced. meeting, Jack Martin (the owner of the 
building at Whiskey Point. Passings noted included James Circle M, who became president), Rog-

th th Gallagher, born on the Island in 1893, Phil Gregg took the 5 - through 8 - ers Carlisle, L. Z. Reigle, and Lil Gregg 
Raymond Lewis, born on High Island grade boys on a daring camp-out at the were elected to the Board.
in 1919, and Erwin Belfy Sr., who had ice fishing shed on Lake Geneserath. A. J. Roy offered to sell the minia-
moved to Beaver in 1908 at the age of They did some hunting, despite the rain ture golf course (next  to Daddy 
16, and later joined the Michigan Con-and snow, kept the stove going, and Frank's), calling it “a real money-
servation Department, for whom he played cards.  maker.”
was the engineer on Patrol #1.Rita Gillespie and Russ Green Passings noted included Mary 
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13.12.
ndSchmidt and William Gibson, born on 360-horse Cat or a 355-horse Buda rock on December 22 .  New work was 

Beaver in 1881. would propel the boat across the lake in planned that would require another 
Fifty Years Ago  The very first under three hours. $330, so additional benefits were being 

issue of the Beaver Beacon came out in The Beacon announced that the organized.
January of 1955, after the Civic Associ- Island’s first partridge season was quite Because the North Shore ran 
ation approved the draft Art Johnston a success, with 49 hunters taking 122 aground 1,000' north of Whiskey Point 
had been commissioned to prepare by birds. But the duck kill was down, and (at Gull Harbor) the previous fall (pre-
Jewell Gillespie the previous Novem- rabbits were also scarce. About 132 maturely ending the shipping season), 
ber. The logo was a quick drawing show- deer hunters were in the woods, though, the Civic was petitioning the Coast 
ing a lighthouse emitting beams in and took 29 deer. Guard to install a “safety device signal 
which The Beaver Beacon was written. The Civic said that its Commerce capable of aiding ships” arriving during 

The first Beacon gave particular Committee was planning to install new heavy fog.
thanks to Dr. Eugene Bales of Indianap- signs identifying interesting and histor- Russell Hoffman took an option on 
olis, who had suggested a monthly ical sites. the old Mormon Print Shop, intending 
newsletter at least a year before and Archie LaFreniere mentioned that to restore it.
then donated half the cost of the equip- some of the outer islands were being Passings noted included John 
ment needed to make it possible: a considered as possible experimental Maloney, a former Island schoolteacher 
reconditioned ditto machine, and reams wildlife locations by the Conservation who had been living in Chicago, and 
of typing paper.  Department. James McCann, who had owned the 

The first news story carried in the During the 11-month life of the Beachcomber at the time of his heart 
first Beacon was about a group of busi- Med Center (to January, 1955), eight attack and was found lying on the floor 
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acquire a new mail-boat: Henry Allen, Vail had cared for 20 cases in his two Conservation Officer for eight years.
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On This Date, continued from page 11. started regular Wednesday night square Forty Years Ago  December had 
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then they both flew off together. The Boat Company bought the rain beat it down, and it was gone on the 

th thA severe storm hit the Island, with Erber Auto building in Charlevoix to 11 . But snow began again on the 14 , 
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appointed to the Pulitzer jury. line, and hit the LaFreniere car head on. coming spring.

 Dr. Christie converted the base- The Beachcomber Bar was put up The Squaw Island Lighthouse trag-
ment of the Med Center into a Youth for sale. edy of 1900 was recounted.
Center, now that the Township and the The birth of Mike Moore was At the Civic Association's annual 
Civic moved into the Coast Guard announced. meeting, Jack Martin (the owner of the 
building at Whiskey Point. Passings noted included James Circle M, who became president), Rog-

th th Gallagher, born on the Island in 1893, Phil Gregg took the 5 - through 8 - ers Carlisle, L. Z. Reigle, and Lil Gregg 
Raymond Lewis, born on High Island grade boys on a daring camp-out at the were elected to the Board.
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16, and later joined the Michigan Con-and snow, kept the stove going, and Frank's), calling it “a real money-
servation Department, for whom he played cards.  maker.”
was the engineer on Patrol #1.Rita Gillespie and Russ Green Passings noted included Mary 
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As the Island continues to grow 
and life here becomes more comfort-
able, aspects of the infrastructure have 
to be adjusted–such as the provisioning 
with gas and fuel oil.  Each winter 
more people spend more time in larger 
homes here, and the task of making 
sure they all stay warm becomes more 
complicated.  There was a time when 
the fuel barges could make their last 
run in early November, but this year a 
mid-December run made everyone real-
ize that our provider has to take his life 
in his hands to keep us supplied.

But that trip was not the last for 
Bud Martin–he still didn't have enough 
to get us through.  So a few days before 
Christmas Skip Duhamel took his 
steel-clad out through the just-formed 
thin ice to pull out a last net on the west 
side of High, and then made several 
slices through the lake’s frozen crust 
before tying up at the GTTB's dock.  
But the temperature dropped to single 
digits while Buddy was on his run, and 
the ice reformed.  So on Christmas Eve 
James Kenwabikise took out the Ruby 
Ann, a tug he had bought in northern 
Wisconsin five years ago, and began to 
plough up the crust an hour before 
Buddy was due. Many Islanders pulled 
over to the edge of the road to watch his 
exuberant demonstration of power and 
skill, wanting to make sure Buddy 
made it home safely before tucking 
themselves into their own warm 
homes, ready for the predicted fierce-
ness of the coming winter.

Breaking Ice 
for the Last Fuel Run

The Military

Congratulations

Captain Joseph T. Morgan, son of 
Gary and Tina, recently was honored by 
the United States Air Force as the Com-
pany Grade Analyst of the year for 
2004. His citation explained that as a 
Senior Mobility Analyst stationed in 
Qatar, he was responsible for six major 
analytical efforts significantly impact-
ing air mobility operations worldwide.  
He quantified air component effective-
ness in Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
Operation Enduring Freedom; his land-
mark mission assessment was lauded 
by the Chief of Staff and the Secretary 
of the Air Force, and quoted in Congres-
sional testimony.

Captain Matthew Fogg and Wendy 
Anne Harwood were married on Beaver 

thIsland on Saturday, November 27  2004 
at the St. James Episcopal Church. 
Proud parents are Jon and Sally Fogg of 
Beaver Island and Don and Sylvia Har-
wood of New Jersey. Congratulations to 
a wonderful couple!

Iron Ore Bay

The East Side Drive Barney’s Lake

Once again Mike (the Gambler) and 
Sharon Hurkmans will lend their consid-
erable talent and equipment to helping 
Sheri Timsak with the Talent Show (on 

th
March 25  at the Parish Hall.)  Contact 
Sheri to sign up: 448-2510. 

The Hurkmans also invite singers 
and musicians alike who will be partici-
pating in the Talent Show to use their 
Karaoke machine; just call them (448-
2886) to set up a time to start practicing.  

Karaoke at Talent Show
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After much negotiation, the Moondance Production film 
(on the Irish travails that led to so many sons and daughters 
from its western shores, particularly Arran Mor, coming to 
America, Canada, and Beaver Island) was shown on TG4 on 

th 
December 28 after over a year in the making.  

Home on the Island

16. 17.

Drive-by Deer Count 
 A driving survey was conducted for six weeks between 

July and October of  2004. The results can be summarized as 
follows: total bucks: 116; total does: 472; total fawns: 178; 
total unknown: 131. The results were sent to Brian 
Mastenbrook, the DNR biologist who has visited often.

The           as Ghost Ship New Fire Hall
The word has spread that Beaver Island's cookie cooks 

are particularly talented. At 1:00 p.m. on the day of the 
Cookie Carnival at the Christian Church, a crowd was lined 
up outside when the doors opened. It swooped in, gathered 
containers, and began scooping up the most prized offerings.  
Those who arrived as early as 1:10 were told, “oh, you should 
have seen so-and-so’s such-and-such–they were fantastic!”  
Nothing was left at the end of the day, so this annual event, in 
at least its thirtieth year, achieved its goal.

Cookie Carnival
Year after year the unofficial Christmas decorating con-

test reaches new heights, with multi-colored yard displays 
springing up all over town–and in the country. Despite all the 
high-tech displays, this year’s top prize has to go to the Cisco 
sitting on the Welter dock while being made ready for a 
relaunch in the spring.  And during the day, her lines combin-
ing brute power with subtle grace make everyone glad she’s 
been saved and skillfully refinished and refitted, even if she 
replaces the noble and elegant American Girl.

Day by day the homes in Peaine Township are becoming wet and nippy, with temps falling to near zero. It's turning out 
safer as the new East Side Fire Hall takes shape. Having the level, straight, and plumb. With its boiler and in-slab hot-
right equipment and a talented, well-organized crew has water heat, it's quickly becoming a state-of-the-art building, 
allowed it to move steadily forward, despite weather that was and will be a great home for the Island’s new fire truck.

Roads were slick and icy, the crowd of 65 revelers. PABI 
but that didn't deter the festive board members supplied an 
folks from coming out to array of appetizers and desserts 
Deerwood for PABI’s first that was equal to the excellent 
annual Wine Tasting Event. wine. Great appreciation goes 
Pram Arharya, proprietor of to Sally and Jon Fogg, and to 
Esperance in Charlevoix, do- Sue Welke, Skip McDonough, 
nated his wines, time, and ex- Michelle LaFreniere, and Joan 
pertise to inform and entertain LaFreniere for all their help!

by Lisa Gillespie
Winter Wine Tasting Wonderful!

Cisco
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18. 19.

Where Are You Christmas?

he Emerald Isle Reper- decorated Holy Cross Parish Hall. winter storm. Suddenly a bustling 
tory Theatre presented Brian Porter and Kyle Barnett reached crowd pushed its way onto the stage: a 
their fresh new show, out to Beaver Island, collecting a large group of travelers has found itself 
Where are you, Christ- group of tremendously talented per- stranded on Christmas Eve in a nearly-

th formers. Together they crafted a play of abandoned hotel. They wearily accept mas?, on December 18  
thT real holiday spirit, accompanied on sev- that they must ride out the storm to-and 19 . The weather 

enteen numbers by five excellent Island gether, telling their stories as they each outside was frightful, and yet the hardy 
musicians. take a turn in the spotlight. Bill souls of Beaver Island turned up en 

The play opened with a radio an- Detwiler’s rendition of Merry Christ-mass for each show.  They were greeted 
nouncement of, ironically, an awful mas, Darling was poignant and richly by a professional crew in the warmly 

sung; Sheri Timsak impressed every- with what they have to make their ing was projected for all to share.  If the 
one with her version of Where are you, Christmas bright. By reaching out to true spirit of Christmas is about reach-
Christmas?; and Jayne Bailey brought one another the world becomes a more ing out to one another, as He has done 
an uplifting sweetness that was as irre- forgiving, hopeful place. for us, it was amply evident here. The 
sistible as her marshmallow world.  In the Beaver Island style, familiar EIR and Beaver Island have reflected 
Every piece was special. The songs groups were everywhere in the produc- His glory with their beautiful words and 
were matched beautifully with the per- tion: husbands and wives, sisters and voices. We have been shown the very 
formers, whose confidence was re- brothers, parents and children, and new best, and we are justifiably proud. So a 
flected throughout the entire group as friends and old; all worked together.  A Beaver Island blessing to all, and to all a 
the travelers realized they must work real feeling of community and belong- good night.

a Review by Heidi Conner
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20. 21.

Thomas Family travels from Coast to Coast
Last August, upon arrival at their meant motoring the boat from Washing- far as the San Juan Islands, the coastal 

Florida home after an intense Tap Dance ton to Ensenada, Mexico themselves; then beauty was so overwhelming an entire 
Show in New York City, Bill’s extensive it would be loaded on a freighter to come week was spent in Friday Harbor. 
search for the trawler of his dreams came through the Panama Canal; the Thomases The Oregon coast was beautiful but 
to an end. Before their car was unloaded were to pick her up in Florida. treacherous, with coastal bars being ex-
he found an ad for a boat in Seattle that After researching and selecting tremely dangerous to cross at times. But 
met his specifications. The following Calvert School, an accredited home-study after being at sea for 2 or 3 days, some-

thmorning at 5:30 a.m. Bill, Eula, and Signe' times it was necessary to choose a port school for Signe's 8  grade, they took pos-
were flying to Seattle, and the boat turned and go for it.  One of their more memora-session of the boat and headed north to 
out to be just what the family wanted, a ble ‘scarey times’ was in Newport, Ore-Canada, zig-zagging through Puget 
48’ Krogen North Sea, with a John Deere gon. They crossed over a particularly Sound’s thousand islands. Quick visits 
diesel, bow and stern thrusters, and dou- rough bar, getting into port safely.   That were made to Victoria, Vancouver, Gan-
ble electronics. night an 84' fishing vessel tried to come ges, and Fulford.

Arrangements were quickly made to across the same bar, and went down, pen-By late September the Thomases 
begin bringing the boat to the east coast ning the Thomases in Newport for another headed south down the western seaboard, 
and eventually to Beaver Island. This 5 days before the Coast Guard declared hoping to beat winter. When they got as 

the bar safe. cans, and other fish and birds. Signe' says and Nassau. They came through Mara-
The intrepid family continued down her favorite part of the trip so far was Los thon Key and docked at their Florida 

coastal California, stopping in many Angeles, where she auditioned for a photo home in Cape Coral just  before Christmas 
ports, from quaint to mega (Marina del shoot and was selected for a beach scene so they could visit their family and friends 
Rey had 5,000 boats) for varying periods that was to be shot the first of November. for the holidays before heading north in 
of time, always carefully watching the She quickly had photos taken for her first  the spring.
weather and listening to the coastal re- portfolio, but the freighter company Bill has navigated 2500 miles thus 
ports.  Sometimes when they were chug- called the following day to say the date far, and has 3500 to go, planning to come 
ging up the face of a giant 30’ swell, which they would leave Ensenada had been up the eastern seaboard in April, around 
could take 20 minutes, or coasting down moved ahead. The photo shoot had to be Prince Edward Island, down the St. Law-
the other side (5 minutes), they thought of canceled, and they set out that evening in rence to Montreal, then into the Great 
safe confinements with more than just nos- marginal weather, arriving in Ensenada in Lakes, hopefully hitting Beaver the first 
talgia. time to load their boat. week in June.  With Signe' and Eula as his 

Along the way they had several ad- Fourteen days later they picked her crew, no doubt they will come cruising 
ventures, such as being accompanied by up in Port Everglades and headed to the into St. James Harbor the first week in 
whales, schools of dolphins, sea lions, peli- Bahamas, visiting Bimini, Chubb Cay, June, happy to be home.

phototgraphs by Signe and Eula Thomas' 
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The Historical Society has begun to make progress on 
some of its projects, now that its long-awaited permits are in 
hand.  The Marine Museum has been protected against an 
onslaught of tide through the creation of a revetment along 
70' of its shore.  This long-planned revetment began as a con-
toured application of 45 yards of sand fill, which was cov-
ered by landscape cloth and then, thanks to the generosity of 
Mike and Sharon Hurkmans, 15 tons of fieldstone.  The bar-
ricade has a 3:1 slope towards the water from the middle row 
of posts supporting the Museum's back deck. At present there 
is an untouched flat beach, 10' wide, between the first rock 
and the water’s edge.

The second project at the Marine Museum, the roof over 
the two old fishing boats, is underway, but in all likelihood 

will proceed slowly until spring.  Holes have been dug for the 
14 cedar posts the roof requires, some of them 20' long.  Rod 
Nackerman allowed the BIHS to cut these on his property, 
and it hired James Kenwabikise, Skip Duhamel, and Larry 
Robinson.  Cutting these big trees was done in a way to mini-
mize disruption.  The real difficulty was getting them out of 
the woods.  Luckily James Ken had a technique down pat: he 
brought a ladder, and would climb a tree about 50' beyond the 
downed log, chain a pulley 10' up, and thread through it a 
long thick (1½") rope between the log and his truck 200' 
away in the field.  Driving the truck forward would first pick 
up the head of the log and then swing and lunge it forward to 
near the pulley. Then James would attach the pulley to 
another tree and repeat the process.   Continued on page 24.

Historical Society Progresses

Relaxed elegance in the beautiful north woods. Rolling hills 
welcome you to a half mile of private Lake Michigan beach 
overlooking High Island.

Are you looking for a special and romantic place to have your 
wedding? Deerwood offers a unique and beautiful setting for a 
day to remember forever. 

We also offer a peaceful atmosphere for your corporate meetings 
and conferences.

Delicious food, gracious accommodations, and warm hospitality 
beckon you back again and again.

(231) 448-3094
For reservations and information

www.deerwood.net

a unique  de s t ination
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Come and See Us for Your Winter Shopping

Light-up Your Dark Season–All Lamps 25% off
Give a Gift of Time–All Clocks 20% off

Make Art a Part of the New Year
–All Pictures/Paintings 10-40% off

Make Comfort a Pleasure of the New You
–Chairs & Sofas 25% off

when better weather arrives. tarped them to be ready for any break in 
Once the logs were in the field, Skip A third project is also underway: the the weather.  The slab won't be poured 

used the chain life on his flatbed net roof for the Island's first road grader, until the roof is done.
truck to load them onto a trailer bor- donated by Jim Wojan.  The kids at the Thanks to the extreme effort of 
rowed from Mike Collins. The chain lift Lighthouse School have offered to build James White and Larry Robinson, and 
has an elevated, geared-down pulley the roof this spring, under Dan Burton's the talent of Brian Cushman, who 
that requires three hundred long tugs to supervision–and to contribute design worked in the rain, the Print Shop 
lift a log four feet–so it could be driven ideas for the continuation of Heritage Museum is now connected to the public 
over the trailer and lowered. The logs Park's development: where will the sewer. This required digging six feet 
were driven to the Kenwabikise land, paths be placed; what kind of signs down to locate the spur coming under 
where they were pealed with draw- should be put up; will lighting be the sidewalk from the main line (which 
knives.  The next step will be to tar their required? The BIHS installed six treated had been marked with a post) and then 
ends, set them in their holes, and con- 6 x 6s and a triple-board beam box on replacing the original line running from 
crete them in place, attached to the foot- their tops, and has purchased the other the back of the Print Shop to the mini-
ings with steel ties– once work resumes materials, stacked them on site, and field under the Museum's porch.

When people on Beaver expressed 
their concern about the power outage of 

th
December 12 , GLE's VP of Operations 
and Engineering, Dan Nelson, offered 
to explain the purpose of the BI genera-
tion, the overall status of the system, 
and the cause of the power outage:

 “The BI standby generation was 
installed to backup a catastrophic cable 
failure,” he said.  “Depending when and 
where the cable fails, repairs or replace-
ment could take an extended period of 
time. The generation system would be 
used to provide power to the Island until 
repairs to the cable are made. The gen-
eration plant was not installed to elimi-
nate all power outages on Beaver 
Island. The generation may not be avail-
able for routine power interruptions.

 “Great Lakes Energy is in the pro-
cess of upgrading the circuit breakers 
system at the BI plant to improve the 
overall operation of the power sources 
for BI. The generation plant has been 
put in manual operation until this pro-
ject is complete. Should a major cata-
strophic cable failure occur, the genera-
tions would be started manually and 
provide backup power to Beaver Island. 
We hope to have these upgrades com-
pleted by summer 2005.  

 “The cause of the power outage 
affecting Beaver Island was due to a tree 
going through the power line feeding 
the BI cable. On December 4, 2004, 
GLE was experiencing a significant 
number of power outages due to the 
wet, heavy snow in the northern regions 
of our system. The duration of the 
power outage was no different than cus-
tomers experienced on the mainland.”    

GLE Explains Outage

The 2004 whitetail hunting season When you sit in blind for hours you tling me and then jumped on the roof. I 
is over now. The heavy coat, sub-zero develop a way to stay awake and alert. I butted the ceiling with my rifle and 
boots, waterproof pants, and wooly slowly scan the area in my sight, over scared him. He ran across the roof, 
socks are stored until next year. I gave it and over. The forest is vertical so any landed back on the tree, scooted around 
my all–as is always the case when it linear movement can be picked up imme- it, and looked at me. In a flash he was 
comes to sitting in a blind waiting for the diately. The flicks of a tail, the motion of gone. I swear his eyes were blue.
“big buck” to appear. Deer hunting is an a squirrel, flight of a bird, are all One day I discovered a mouse had 
obsession with me. I can sit for hours recorded in your brain as a potential chewed my ballpoint plastic pen during 
and hours looking and listening. I'm not deer. There are days when deer activity the night. The next day I saved some 
sure it's the hunting part that I'm is heavy and you might see a dozen, but crusts from my peanut butter toast snack 
obsessed with, however, but the experi- there are more days when you only see for him. He entertained me for several 
ence of observing nature from a hidden, one or two and maybe none. On these days. I would toss a tidbit on the ground 
quiet place. days you resort to mind games to stay and he would appear on cue. Sometimes 

For the uninformed, a blind is alert. I write stories, sing songs to he would nibble on it there but often 
exactly what it implies. It can be a pile of myself, ponder about the future, plan would dash away with it and put it in 
sticks and forest debris sufficient to hide next year's garden, and think about ways storage no doubt. He would crawl over 
you, or it can be a more elaborate struc- of improving my shooting lanes. On my boots and go in and out of my back 
ture. My blind is a little cedar shack with days like this you tune into the sur- pack. If you remained motionless he 
a roof overhead and four-inch-wide roundings and that's when you hear and never knew you were there. He was a 
slots on three sides. It has been in place see things you never noticed before. soft brown with reddish highlights. I 
for several years now and the wildlife in It was so mild this year that I sat named him Lucky. 
the area is used to seeing it. It even has a without gloves on for several days. It's a good thing he was Lucky 
name: the Martini Bar. Day after day I Proofs of the high temperature were because I wasn't. I logged in more hours 
sit from darkness to daylight, take a mosquitoes, a beetle, and spiders in the than I'm going to fess up to and did not 
break for lunch, and sit until dark. What blind. The ravens were in good voice get a buck. I had a chance though and 
compels a person to do this day in and this year. One called for five minutes in that's the rest of this tail. On opening day 
day out without becoming bored and a treetop next to my blind one morning. I left the blind to meet my husband, Joe, 
tired of it? My only explanation is antic- His calls were in sequence of twos, at our designated lunch spot. I was plan-
ipation. As opening day approaches I threes, twos, and threes, over and over ning on spending the entire day in the 
can hardly wait to get to the Martini Bar. again. When no one answered his call I Martini Bar but I was curious to see if 
My dreams are always that I will see a heard him fly away, making the sound Joe had scored. I quietly picked my way 
trophy buck, that once-in-a-lifetime that only ravens make, kind of a cross to meet him. I could hear him approach-
buck, and harvest him. I've taken deer in between a honk and a horn. ing on the ORV. Suddenly I saw move-
the past with as many points as eight, but Did  you  know tha t squ irr els  ment and a deer came over the hill 
I'm talking about a trophy here. One barked? They do, and they seem to com- towards me. I ducked behind a tree and 
with at least eight points with big thick municate with other squirrels that bark peaked out. He was curious too, and 
pedicles, long brow tines, and a wide back at them. Sometimes they are so that's when I discovered he was a beauti-
spread between his antlers. I am ever the loud they will startle a deer that might be ful eight-point buck. He stood broadside 
optimist but pragmatically I will take a browsing nearby. They also make a to me for several seconds; it would have 
buck with three points on a side. This mewling sound almost like a cat. What been a clean shot–but I DIDN'T HAVE 
year the bucks I saw and were able to color eyes do squirrels have? A big gray MY RIFLE WITH ME. That's my tale 
shoot were spikes and three points. climbed the tree next to my blind star- and I'm sticking to it.

Barking Squirrels, Blind Mice, and other Hunting Tails
by Lois Williams
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response of the EMS–and depictions of 
the men and women whose dedication 
has made such a difference.  

As one might expect with Mike 
Moore, the music, his own creation, was 
haunting and appropriate–so much so 
that the sound track alone could become 
a best-seller. The voice-over was sup-
plied by another in tones that were both 
warm and objective.thOn December 17  Beaver Island towards overcoming the restrictions 

T h e  f i l m  
was treated to two free showings of limiting an Island-based emergency 

began as a Mas-
Phillip (Mike) Moore's half-hour film, evacuation system, but the problem 

ter's Thesis, earn-
an homage to the sacrifice, profession- seemed larger than that amount could 

ing Mike a 4.0 
alism, and success of the EMS. Shot in solve. Nevertheless this film, which 

and an advanced 
color last winter, the opening depicts an Mike donated to the EMS, seemed to 

degree, but has 
Island locked in the throes of winter: ice crystallize a long-building sentiment 

b e e n  h o n e d  
cakes float by a sleepy downtown that if the community pulls together, it 

since then to 
shrouded in the aftermath of a blizzard.  has a good chance of solving this and 

increase its audi-
Once the ambiance is established, the any other problem.

ence’s aware-
film switches between interviews with For those who missed it, copies on 

ness of a prob-
four patients whose lives have been VHS or DVD are available online at 

lem threatening 
saved by the prompt and efficient www.phillipmooremedia.com.

Beaver Island: 
the combination of FAA restrictions and 
the high cost of liability insurance. The 
film included interviews in which the 
necessity of obtaining help in the 
“golden hour,” the first sixty minutes 
after a medical incident, is stressed.

One member of the audience said he 
had spoken with a hundred people who 
had each pledged five hundred dollars 
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Cross Country Ski Equipment AvailableCross Country Ski Equipment Available

25 Years Experience 
with Trees

Prompt Professional 
Service

Carl Rasch (owner)
P.O. Box 474

Beaver Island, MI 49782

ISLAND TREE CARE Inc.

(231) 448-2167
                 Please Call

* PROFESSIONAL 
   TREE TRIMMING

* STUMP REMOVAL 
   or GRINDING

* LOT CLEARING
   enhance your views
   upgrade your trails

* TREE REMOVAL
   we use environmentally-
   friendly equipment

* STORM CLEAN-UP

FREE Consultation
and Estimates

Fully Insured  References Available

* LANDSCAPING
   create a mini-orchard
   plant rye,  clover, or shrubs

* FOR EMERGENCIES, 
    We’re  AVAILABLE  24/7

At the beginning of December a singers, two narrators, and thirteen the Choir’s first performances.) The 
much-awaited event was staged at the musicians practiced for months, and it group is well-named, because pulling 
Beaver Island Christian Church: two showed as they twice came perfectly off such a complex and taxing event 
performances of the Fourth Annual together for stunningly uplifting rendi- required support from the entire com-
Christmas Cantata, by the Beaver tions of Stan Pethel’s A Perfect Christ- munity, which joined together after-
Island Community Choir. These thirty mas (an expanded reprising of one of wards to thank the cast and confirm that 

Christmas Cantata
all the work had been worth it. many, from the support staff to those Fisher, who had been such a strong sup-

This event introduced a new ele- who created the programs or assisted porter of the Choir.
ment to the public: chimes!  The Choir with the many practices, and the musi- Knowing how dedicated this group 
still needs additional chimers–anyone cians who put in countless hours tweak- is, one would not be surprised to learn 
interested is encouraged to contact ing and practicing.  The performance they are already beginning the prelimi-
Kathy Speck. Thanks went out to so was dedicated to the memory of Denny nary preparations for next year.

Cross Country Ski Equipment Available at the Emerald Isle HotelCross Country Ski Equipment Available at the Emerald Isle Hotel

(231) 448-2376(231) 448-2376 www.emera l d i s l eho t e l . c omwww.emera l d i s l eho t e l . c om

All Rooms & Suites 
have kitchens

Emerald Isle HotelEmerald Isle Hotel
Beautiful Rooms, 2-bedroom Suites, and Conference RoomBeautiful Rooms, 2-bedroom Suites, and Conference RoomBeautiful Rooms, 2-bedroom Suites, and Conference RoomBeautiful Rooms, 2-bedroom Suites, and Conference Room
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Apartments & Homes
Nightly or Weekly

Apartments & Homes
Nightly or Weekly

* 7 HOUSEKEEPING UNITS 
Completely Furnished

Great for multi-family groups.

* 6 BEDROOM HOME

3 ½ baths, 3 kitchens, 2 large decks
Lake Michigan across the street!

Call: (231) 448-2673 
or (616) 531-9033

JUDE’S
Rentals NEW LARGE RENTAL HOME: 

Island Aerie – Overlooking harbor 
next to Nature Preserve, easy 
walk/bike to town, 3 bathrooms, 4 
bedrooms w/ 2 king and 10 twin 

st ndbeds, large 1  floor decks, 2  floor 
rdwet bar and deck, 3  floor game 

room, all modern amenities and 
appliances, great for multiple 
families and groups. Available for 
rent year-round starting June '05. 
$1,500/week. Call John and Jan

(989) 866-2159

John Anthony Zanella passed away After divorcing his first wife he 
unexpectedly on December 12, 2004. married Ann Margaret Bomers on 
One of the funniest Islanders in some August 22, 1997. They were joined 
time, Johnny could always be counted together on top of the Beaver Head 
on to present an unusual view of the Light by his longtime family friend 
world. He was equally well known for Rev. ‘Slim’ Bailey, and have lived hap-
pitching in to help his friends. In recent pily together on the Island ever since. 
years he provided taxi service on Bea- Along with his wife Ann, Johnny is 
ver, prompting many of his customers survived by his four children, John Carl 
to have him pick them up whenever Zanella, Molliejo Virginia Zanella, Pat-
they returned, just to refresh them- rick Lee Zanella,  and Rosemary 
selves with his unique vision. Wittemore, and his sister Maryann 

Johnny was born August 22, 1943 Zanella of Clarksville, MI. He was 
in Grand Rapids, the son of John expecting his first grandson, appropri-
Anthony Zanella, Sr. and Virginia T. ately named John Anthony Zanella, in 
Young, both deceased.  Johnny fell in April 2005. 
love with Beaver Island (he remem- A longtime member of AMVETS 
bered Nomad) as a child, and bought Post 46, Johnny was laid to rest at Holy 
his first piece of property along King's Cross Cemetery December 16, 2004, 
Highway as a young man of seventeen. with AMVETS Post 46 members offi-

He studied psychology at Ferris ciating with military rites, including 
State University for three years, but left prayers, Taps, and a presentation of the 
to serve in the Viet Nam War. He was in American flag to Johnny's wife Ann. 
for three years, earning the rank of “He was a loving father, doting 
SPC-5 and the job title of Mess Ser- husband, patriotic soldier, and loyal 
geant. After  his military service, friend. He valued truth, honesty, dig-
Johnny went to work with his father in nity, and respect,” Phyllis Moore 
the family flooring business in Grand stated. “He strove to live by these prin-
Rapids. He eventually took over the ciples, providing an example for his 
business and ran it for over a decade. children to be proud of.  He was a solid 
Loving Beaver Island, he maintained a member of the Beaver Island commu-
store for awhile in the old store where nity and will be greatly missed by all 
the Hardware is currently located. those who knew him.”

John Zanella  1943 – 2004
Our Cindy Ricksgers recently had 

one of her collagraphs accepted in the 
th

24  annual Alma College Print Show. 
This competition, open to Michigan 
artists working in traditional print 
media, has gained much respect for the 
quality of work exhibited.

This year the juror was Hugh 
Merrill, an internationally known artist 
with works in the permanent collections 
of the Museum of Modern Art, New 
York, the Harvard Art Museums, the 
Cranbrook Museums, and others. His 
articles on the redefinition of art, 
printmaking and education have been 
widely distributed.

Just over thirty pieces were chosen 
for inclusion in the Alma Print Show. 
The grand opening was held at the Flora 
Kirsh Beck Gallery in Alma on Novem-

th
ber 15 , with an awards ceremony on 

thNovember 20 . The works will travel 
for a year to several other galleries in 
Michigan. 

The schedule:
Stunbitz Gallery, Adrian College, 

Adrian, January 10-29
Jordan River Arts Council, East 

Jordan, April 10-May 6
William Bonifas Art Center, 

Escanaba, June 16- July 21
Birmingham Bloomfield Art 

Association, Birmingham, August 5-27

Local Artist on Tour Maylone Enterprises Proposed Broadband Link to Include Beaver Island
nd interested in providing broadband and begin saving $1,300 per month, the very At the December 22  Charlevoix 

wireless service in Charlevoix County as first month, by utilizing the new sys-County meeting an interesting proposal 
it would fill the gap in his current cover- tem.” And “in a best case scenario, as the was made by Maylone Enterprises of 
age between Elk Rapids and Mackinaw. transition progressed, the savings could Elk Rapids, a proposal that could very 

Having gained the County’s public grow closer to $2,000 per month” while well become a major stepping stone to 
safety committee’s support to go ahead providing enhanced linkages between Beaver Island’s broadband future. 

th nd the four locations. Earlier in the fall, Tim Maylone, on December 7 , at the December 22  
At this point the issue was sent to president of Maylone Enterprises, was County meeting Maylone proposed a 

committee to put together a new RFP, so asked by the Charlevoix County Sheriff  strategy combining conventional T1 
it is somewhat unclear what the next if there were a way to improve its com- lines with high-capacity wireless, 
month will bring or what the rollout munications between the Sheriff’s including wireless broadband links to 
schedule  may be.  office, a Boyne City location, and the the Boyne and Beaver Island locations. 

If the County does ultimately decide Beaver Island substation. There was one In addition to providing the desired 
to go ahead with the proposal from small problem–there were no additional broadband data connections between the 
Maylone Enterprises, it could be excit-funds to spend for this in the current bud- Charlevoix County building, Charlevoix 
ing news for the Island as Maylone has get. Spending time at the County Build- Sheriff’s Office, Boyne, and Beaver 
expressed a strong interest in moving ing, Maylone noted that currently each Island substations, a  control box would 
forward to provide much more for the desk in the County Building has its own  be placed at each location allowing users 
Island’s community in general. phone line, while only a few of the 88 the option of automatically making 

As Maylone works on securing separate lines were actually in use at any Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP) 
tower space on the mainland for an given time. In addition, long distance connections to greatly reduce long dis-
Island connection, he says, in the future charges to locations such as Beaver tance costs. When not possible, it would 
he would like to provide not only fast Island do add up. When Maylone automatically fall back to the traditional 
broadband access to more people than asserted that a more flexible network POTS line at each location. Maylone 
can currently see the school’s roof, but could accomplish the goals at hand, and secured private investment to fund all 
more, states that this could be “the cor-pay for itself and then some, he was equipment and installation costs so the 
nerstone for also providing better tele-asked to analyze the situation and make County would not have to pay any up-
communications for medical applica-a proposal. front costs, and estimates that “after fac-
tions, Internet2 access for the Island Maylone Enterprises currently pro- toring in the early termination penalties 
schools, public safety, alternative phone vides 32 Internet hotspots, including for higher-priced current telcom con-
services, and alternative commodities networks in and around East Jordan and tracts (which would be made unneces-
broadband Internet access on Beaver between Mackinaw City and Mackinac sary by the new infrastructure), even in a 
Island.”Island. Maylone says he is especially worst case scenario the County would 
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Located in Port St. James, 1,800 sq. ft. home, planned for efficient living: 
3 bedrooms and 2 full bathrooms, Cathedral ceilings (T & G Pine), large 
open loft, master suite with walk-in closet and master bath.  Wrap-
around covered porches, steep roofline with dormers, cedar siding.  
Beautiful wooded double lot.  Quiet setting.  One mile to Port St. James 
private beach on Lake Michigan.  1.5 miles to St. James village.  

Call Ed Wojan Realty:
Real Estate Office: (231) 448-2711
Toll Free Number: 1-800-268-2711

For Sale: Beautiful New Home 
harming, small log home located on 2.1 acres in the quiet, country 
area of Beaver Island. Cozy and comfortable throughout the Cseasons, this 1½ story home was built in 1988 with whole Island 

logs hand-scribed to fit without chinking. Features a covered front porch 
with gardens, a spacious back deck, many natural views and great 
wildlife watching.  The property also has an insulated, framed barn with 
room for cars, boats and/or a workshop.  Property Value: $175,000.00
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(231) 448-2300 - FAX (231) 448-2763

www.beaverislandmarina.com

Beaver Island Marina

At Your Service:
Transient Slips 

Fuel - Charts - Shipstore
Auto & Boat Repair
Licensed Mechanic

Storage & More

Gas Station and Car Rental
Gold Card Savings

Check out our ship store: 
Gifts, Bait, and More. 

33.32.

VAN & GEO  RENTAL
PICK UP AT BOAT OR PLANE

Call: 448-2300

Multi-Day Discounts
4 HR. Rates available

BEAVER ISLAND MARINA
E-MAIL: Pat@BeaverIslandMarina.com

Charlevoix Sentinel January 6, 1905 Local News: “The 
steamer Beaver went to the Island Tuesday, and made a landing 
at McCann’s old dock at the point. She will make one more trip 
and lay up.”

“Peter McCafferty and Mike Green, of this place, have 
taken the contract of carrying the Beaver Island Mail. They will 
use the tug Maggie, and will carry the mail as long as they can 
touch any spot on the Island.”

“Attorney General Blair has filed in the Supreme Court an 
application for a writ of quo warranto for the purpose of 
inquiring into the right of the Booth Packing Company of 
Chicago to transact business in this state. Behind this applica-
tion is the Wolverine Fish Company of Detroit, which claims 
that the Booth company is a trust within the meaning of the 
statute, and that it should be deprived of the right to do business 
in this state.”

Charlevoix Sentinel January 12, 1905 Local News: “The 
steamer Beaver made her last trip to the Island Friday. She was 
unable to touch at any point on this side, and was compelled to 
go around to the west side, where she reached a boat landing 
place about midway of the Island, where the mail and two 
passengers–Jas. McCann and W. J. Gallagher–were left. The 
Beaver is now laid up”

Charlevoix Sentinel January 26, 1905 Local News: “The 
fishing tug Knapp made a trip to Beaver Island last week 
Wednesday, landing at the old ‘point’ dock and exchanging a 
big accumulated mail. She went over again Monday but could 
not get within a mile of the harbor. The mail was sent ashore, 
however, and a small mail taken on board–the mail having been 
sent by the ice route to Cross Village. This Monday trip is the 
latest date on record on which mail has been taken to or from 
Beaver Island by boat–breaking the record of 1903, in which 

st
year the mail went over January 21 . There was no special 
News from the Island Monday.”

One Hundred Years Ago
by Joyce Bartels

For the third year in a row, the Little Traverse Conservancy 
has been awarded the highest possible rating from Charity Nav-
igator, an independent watchdog group that evaluates charities 
for their fiscal responsibility. “A four-star rating from Charity 
Navigator means your supporters can be assured that Little Tra-
verse Conservancy is worthy of their trust and commitment,” 
said Trent Stamp, executive director of Charity Navigator.

“Last year, for every membership dollar that was donated, 
we were able to protect $17 in land value,” said the Little Tra-
verse Conservancy’s executive director, Tom Bailey. “Not only 
are our members getting a good investment for their dollar, but 
they also have the satisfaction of knowing that they are directly 
contributing to the protection of the ecological and scenic val-
ues of our region,” Bailey added.

Founded in 1972 as a non-profit land conservation organi-
zation working in five counties (Charlevoix, Cheboygan, 
Chippewa, Emmet, and Mackinac), the Little Traverse Conser-
vancy is the oldest regional land trust in the state. On Beaver it 
controls both the Little Sand Bay and the Barney’s Lake pre-
serve. Its mission is to protect the natural diversity and beauty 
of northern Michigan by preserving significant land and scenic 
areas, and fostering appreciation and understanding of the envi-
ronment. With the support of more than 4,100 members, it has 
worked with landowners to protect more than 23,000 acres of 
land with nearly 70 miles of shoreline along northern Michi-
gan’s streams, rivers, and lakes. In addition, the Conservancy 
offers free environmental education programs.

“Land protection is a very tangible cause to support,” said 
Bailey. “Every time you drive by one of those Conservancy 
nature preserve signs, you can thank the landowners and the 
donors who made the permanent protection of that land possi-
ble. No form of land protection is as enduring as the protection 
offered through a land conservancy.”

Little Traverse Conservancy 
Receives 4-Star Rating



Located in Port St. James, 1,800 sq. ft. home, planned for efficient living: 
3 bedrooms and 2 full bathrooms, Cathedral ceilings (T & G Pine), large 
open loft, master suite with walk-in closet and master bath.  Wrap-
around covered porches, steep roofline with dormers, cedar siding.  
Beautiful wooded double lot.  Quiet setting.  One mile to Port St. James 
private beach on Lake Michigan.  1.5 miles to St. James village.  

Call Ed Wojan Realty:
Real Estate Office: (231) 448-2711
Toll Free Number: 1-800-268-2711

For Sale: Beautiful New Home 
harming, small log home located on 2.1 acres in the quiet, country 
area of Beaver Island. Cozy and comfortable throughout the Cseasons, this 1½ story home was built in 1988 with whole Island 

logs hand-scribed to fit without chinking. Features a covered front porch 
with gardens, a spacious back deck, many natural views and great 
wildlife watching.  The property also has an insulated, framed barn with 
room for cars, boats and/or a workshop.  Property Value: $175,000.00
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room for cars, boats and/or a workshop.  Property Value: $175,000.00
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Beaver Island Marina

At Your Service:
Transient Slips 

Fuel - Charts - Shipstore
Auto & Boat Repair
Licensed Mechanic

Storage & More

Gas Station and Car Rental
Gold Card Savings

Check out our ship store: 
Gifts, Bait, and More. 

33.32.

VAN & GEO  RENTAL
PICK UP AT BOAT OR PLANE

Call: 448-2300

Multi-Day Discounts
4 HR. Rates available

BEAVER ISLAND MARINA
E-MAIL: Pat@BeaverIslandMarina.com

Charlevoix Sentinel January 6, 1905 Local News: “The 
steamer Beaver went to the Island Tuesday, and made a landing 
at McCann’s old dock at the point. She will make one more trip 
and lay up.”

“Peter McCafferty and Mike Green, of this place, have 
taken the contract of carrying the Beaver Island Mail. They will 
use the tug Maggie, and will carry the mail as long as they can 
touch any spot on the Island.”

“Attorney General Blair has filed in the Supreme Court an 
application for a writ of quo warranto for the purpose of 
inquiring into the right of the Booth Packing Company of 
Chicago to transact business in this state. Behind this applica-
tion is the Wolverine Fish Company of Detroit, which claims 
that the Booth company is a trust within the meaning of the 
statute, and that it should be deprived of the right to do business 
in this state.”

Charlevoix Sentinel January 12, 1905 Local News: “The 
steamer Beaver made her last trip to the Island Friday. She was 
unable to touch at any point on this side, and was compelled to 
go around to the west side, where she reached a boat landing 
place about midway of the Island, where the mail and two 
passengers–Jas. McCann and W. J. Gallagher–were left. The 
Beaver is now laid up”

Charlevoix Sentinel January 26, 1905 Local News: “The 
fishing tug Knapp made a trip to Beaver Island last week 
Wednesday, landing at the old ‘point’ dock and exchanging a 
big accumulated mail. She went over again Monday but could 
not get within a mile of the harbor. The mail was sent ashore, 
however, and a small mail taken on board–the mail having been 
sent by the ice route to Cross Village. This Monday trip is the 
latest date on record on which mail has been taken to or from 
Beaver Island by boat–breaking the record of 1903, in which 

st
year the mail went over January 21 . There was no special 
News from the Island Monday.”

One Hundred Years Ago
by Joyce Bartels

For the third year in a row, the Little Traverse Conservancy 
has been awarded the highest possible rating from Charity Nav-
igator, an independent watchdog group that evaluates charities 
for their fiscal responsibility. “A four-star rating from Charity 
Navigator means your supporters can be assured that Little Tra-
verse Conservancy is worthy of their trust and commitment,” 
said Trent Stamp, executive director of Charity Navigator.

“Last year, for every membership dollar that was donated, 
we were able to protect $17 in land value,” said the Little Tra-
verse Conservancy’s executive director, Tom Bailey. “Not only 
are our members getting a good investment for their dollar, but 
they also have the satisfaction of knowing that they are directly 
contributing to the protection of the ecological and scenic val-
ues of our region,” Bailey added.

Founded in 1972 as a non-profit land conservation organi-
zation working in five counties (Charlevoix, Cheboygan, 
Chippewa, Emmet, and Mackinac), the Little Traverse Conser-
vancy is the oldest regional land trust in the state. On Beaver it 
controls both the Little Sand Bay and the Barney’s Lake pre-
serve. Its mission is to protect the natural diversity and beauty 
of northern Michigan by preserving significant land and scenic 
areas, and fostering appreciation and understanding of the envi-
ronment. With the support of more than 4,100 members, it has 
worked with landowners to protect more than 23,000 acres of 
land with nearly 70 miles of shoreline along northern Michi-
gan’s streams, rivers, and lakes. In addition, the Conservancy 
offers free environmental education programs.

“Land protection is a very tangible cause to support,” said 
Bailey. “Every time you drive by one of those Conservancy 
nature preserve signs, you can thank the landowners and the 
donors who made the permanent protection of that land possi-
ble. No form of land protection is as enduring as the protection 
offered through a land conservancy.”

Little Traverse Conservancy 
Receives 4-Star Rating



FOR SALE – 
JOHN DEER 
410:  
$10,000. 
Call Don at 
(231) 448-2310

FOR RENT: The Fisherman’s House. 
Great ‘In-Town’ location. 4 BR/2 Bath; 
W/D; Beautifully appointed. For availabil-
ity, call Bill or Tammy (231) 448-2499

BEACHFRONT HOME FOR RENT: 
3 bedrooms and loft – total 5 beds, hot 
tub, gorgeous views, solitude, wood 
stove, May-Sept. $1050 / Off-season 
$795.  Call Perry at (313) 530-9776 
or e-mail pgatliff@hotmail.com 

40 ACRES ON SLOPTOWN ROAD:
Call Bud at (231) 448-2397

THE HISTORIC BLUEBIRD 
HOME & ORCHARD: Available 
again as a rental. Charming and 
beautifully-renovated log farmhouse 
with apple orchard. Full housekeeping. 
4 bdrms, 4 baths, jacuzzi tub. Fully-
equipped kitchen, diningroom, parlor, 
library, and sunporch. Rates and 
reservations: (303) 442-3839 or  
TheBluebirdFarm@hotmail.com

FOR SALE – 
HARBOR-AREA HOUSE: 
Four bedroom, 1 ½ bath house on two 
lots with garage. Wonderful location 
near town and the harbor.  Asking 
price is $225,000.
Call Ed Wojan Realty:
Real Estate Office: (231) 448-2711
Toll Free Number: 1-800-268-2711

BEACHFRONT HOUSE FOR RENT: 
Exciting cottage with view of High 
Island from large deck.  Open floor plan, 
huge windows on extremely private 
beach.  2 BRs with 2 full beds + loft  
with 2 twins. 1½ baths, TV/VCR, W/D, 
microwave, gas grill, all amenities.  
$1095/week; spring & fall $895. Limit 6 
people.  Please call (706) 268-2022, 
(219) 874-4676  May to Nov: 448-2001

HARBOR-AREA HOUSE FOR SALE: 
2-Story 2,688 sq. ft. house plus 2 car at-
tached garage & full basement. 3  large 
bedrooms–master BR with private bath 
and walk-in closet, cathedral ceiling. 2 ½ 
baths. 2 decks. Approximately 1-acre cor-
ner lot. Peekaboo view of the Harbor. 
Potential for a bed and breakfast  business. 
Asking: $245,000. Owners are licensed 
agents. Call Jackie at (231) 448-2342

HOUSE FOR LEASE:
Three BRs, two and one half bath 
house for lease.  Located right on the 
south side of the harbor with a great 
view.  5 minutes to town but a private  
location too. 
For more information call Robert at 
(231) 448-2235

FOR RENT - BAYWATCH 
VACATION HOME: Located at the 
entrance to St. James Harbor, Baywatch 
has 143 feet of private beach with picnic 
table and fire pit. Newly decorated 
home includes four bedrooms, a large 
open kitchen-living room, and a family 
room with a full size pool table. 
(231) 448-2650

HOUSE FOR SALE: On 10 Acres of 
beautiful woods.  Custom throughout. 
$139,900.  Call Mike Collins 
(231) 448-2433 HOUSE FOR SALE: 38745 Squaw 

Island Ct. in the Port St. James. 
Interior not yet finished so you can 
finish it exactly how you like.  
Electrical and plumbing have been run 
and it is connected to GLE.  $59,000 
Call Ed Wojan Realty (231) 448-2711

FOR RENT: Beautiful secluded new 
chalet near Donegal Bay’s beach and 
gorgeous sunsets.  3 BR, 2 Bath.  MBR 
has garden tub.  W/DR/TV/VCR/Grill.  
Upon availability, bikes & auto for your 
use.  Sleeps 6-8.  No Pets.  $700/week.
Ask about our 3-day off-season package. 
Call (708) 389-0621 (evenings)

34. 35.

FOR RENT: 
House and cabin in the woods for rent 
on the East Side Drive. Both 3 BR and 
sleep six. Both have washer, dryer, and 
2 baths. Campfire pits and wood pro-
vided. Property connects to major hik-
ing/nature trails. Quiet and secluded, on 
the east side - one mile from State camp-
ground and beautiful beach. 
Please call (616) 897-8564

RENTAL ATTRACTION ON FONT 
LAKE: 3-4 BR, 2 BA home, fully 
furnished with all the amenities.  Sleeps 
7. Beautiful view of lake and sunrises.
New owners of this high-demand rental 
are taking reservations now, $750/week.
Off season rates available.
Call Helena Webster (734) 730-8918 
today; email hwebster18@yahoo.com

SECLUDED BEAUTIFUL CHALET 
FOR RENT: on 10 acres with 360 Feet 
of sandy private Lake Michigan Beach 
on Sand Bay. 2 bedroom (including loft), 
one bath, Great Room with two sofa 
sleepers. Fabulous views of the Lake. 
Large decks. Sleeps 7. Across from state 
land and hiking trails. No pets. No smok-
ing. $800 per week. Deposit  required. 
Call Ed or Connie Eicher 
(810) 629-7680 or (231) 448-2257

BEAVER ISLAND HARBOR LOT 
FOR SALE:  Protected Harbor site:  
60' Lake frontage by 250' deep. North 
of Toy Museum. Call (231) 448-2391

NEW HOUSE FOR SALE: On a nice 
wooded lot in the Port. St. James. 
Contact Ernie Martin at (231) 448-2342 

CEDAR COTTAGE - On bluff with view 
of harbor. Two bedrooms, one dbl. Bed, 
two singles. TV, VCR, grill, full kitchen, 
washer/clothesline, 2 bikes; no pets.  
$600/week. Call (734) 769-7565.
mschroer@a2mich.com S A N D  B A Y  -  “ B A Y - H A V E N ”  

COTTAGE - WEEKLY RENTAL - 
Lake Front, Sandy Beach, 3BR, great view, 
laundry, East Side Dr., brand new home. 
Call Laurie Bos at (616)786-3863 or 
lauriesbos@chartermi.net
SMALL LAKEFRONT COTTAGE 
FOR RENT - Double Bed, Bathtub, W/D, 

DONEGAL BAY COTTAGE - On dune Deck w/Grill & Picnic Table, TV/VCR.  
with private beach access. 3 BR, 1 bath, One mile from harbor.  North end.  Stay at 
sleeps 6, washer/dryer. Kayaks and bikes The Refuge - $550 weekly. Off season rates 
for your use. $750.00/week. Off season avai lable.  Call  (231) 448-2035 or  
rates on request.  Please cal l Dana (563) 556-2395 or email dudabi@biip.net
Luscombe evenings (248) 549-2701 or WATERFRONT COTTAGE - On the 
e-mail dpluscombe@msn.com east side. Available by the week or week-
WEEKLY RENTAL - Harbor Beach  end. One BR, full kitchen and bath.  Enjoy 
Two-bedroom Condos. $475/week. Call the water and the woods, year round. Off-
Carol Wierenga at (231) 448-2808, se as on  ra te s.  Co mp le te  pr iv ac y.  
(231) 448-2598 or (231) 448-2596. (231) 448-2907.

DONEGAL BAY - Clean/Comfortable 3 
Bedroom Home.  Pr ivate  Beach,  
Unforgettable Sunsets. July/August weeks 
available. Call Valerie Connors at 
(810) 487-1028.

SECLUDED 1940'S LOG CABIN JUST 
ONE BLOCK FROM LAKE and market 
on one acre. Sleeps 4-6, pets welcome 
($100 deposit.) Washer, Dryer & linens fur-
nished. Bicycles, canoe, grill available  
$600.00/wk; weekends available.   
(219) 253-6500.

Real Estate, For Sale:
3 to choose from. 

Wooded, power, perked, ready for build-
ing.  Lake Michigan access nearby. Call 
(269) 857-6084.
40 WOODED ACRES WITH CREEK -  
Driveway, clearing and small storage 
building. State Land across road. On King's 
Highway minutes from town. $69,500  
(616) 681-5466.

Real Estate, For Rent:
WEEKLY RENTAL - Lake front. “The 
Last Resort”  2 BR house on Sand Bay, 
great view, beautiful sunrise, laundry pair, 
1 ½ bath. Phone Bill McDonough at 
(231) 448-2733 (days).
DONEGAL BAY - 3 BR 2 bath Home; 
sleeps 6; many amenities.  $880 a week.  
R e d u c e d  r a t e s  f o r  o f f - s e a s o n .  
Phone (313) 885-7393, after 4:00 p.m.

GREAT LOTS FOR COTTAGE IN 
KING'S HIGHWAY LOTS ON THE PORT ST. JAMES - 
EDGE OF TOWN - Two beautiful wooded 
lots right near town, the Brothers' Place, and 
the harbor. Asking $40,000 each. Call (773) 
646-1424 or e-mail odatlo@aol.com
LAKE MICHIGAN LOTS FOR SALE 
(2) Each offers beautiful sunsets, 4-5 
wooded acres, and 250' frontage on 
Greiner's Bay, 8 miles from town. Lots back 
up to Mrs. Redding's Trail. Very deep and 
private. Land contract possible. Contact 
owner Victor Dmitruk at (269) 207-2970 or 
villpsych@aol.com. 
For detailed  description by autoresponder 
p lease  send  a  b lank  e -mai l  to  
info@villagepsych.com
NEARLY 1/4 MILE OF LAKE 
MICHIGAN FRONTAGE. GARDEN 
ISLAND - $125,000, 8 acres. Serious price 
reduction. Very motivated seller. Please 
Contact Jayson Welser, Po Box 357, 
Grayling, MI 49738. Phone (989)348-
2800 or email jaysonwelser@hotmail.com

LAKE MICHIGAN LOT - 175 feet of 
frontage overlooking Garden Island and 
Hog Island. Pebble and sand shoreline near 
Lookout Point. Call (616)  636-5685.

HELP WANTED: to clean 1,000 sq. ft. 
cottage as renters check out.  Call (810) 
629-7680 or (231) 448-2257
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