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McDonough's Market
Since 1933
On America's Beautiful "Emerald Isle"
38240 Michigan Avenue
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Eat in or take out. (231) 448-2736.
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ISLAND AIRWAYS
Fly to Beaver Island
Providing more than 58 years of continuous service
1945-2003
Discover Beaver Island

!
!
!
!
!

15 minute flights to and from Beaver Island daily
Numerous flights daily throughout the year
Please call ahead for reservations
Year round freight provider - we are happy to haul big or small
Air Tours and Color Tours available

Personal Travel

! Airline connections made easy (Pellston, Traverse City, & Escanaba)
! Year-round service. Call for rates and reservations
! Let us come to your hometown and pick you up!

Toll Free (800) 524-6895 Charlevoix (231) 547-2141 Beaver Island (231) 448-2071
www.islandairways.com
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407 Bridge Street
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Toll Free Nationwide
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(800) 729-3949
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The Greene Family Reunion
Early August saw the arrival of
eighty-nine descendants of Anthony
“Nig” Greene (son of White Dan, from
Arranmore) and his wife, Mary Boyle,
Red Hughie's daughter. The extended
family spent much time at the farm in
Greentown established by White Dan
in 1872.
Anthony and Mary's living children (there were 13 born) are Russell

Green and Rose Connaghan on Beaver
Island, Bernell Burke and Anthony
Greene of Ludington, Lillian Left of
Cha rle voi x, and Mar y Mar gar et
Breeden of Glenview Illinois.
Good food and activities for the
children were organized by Joy and
Russ Green and their family. Visiting
and reminiscing were enjoyed by
everyone, and boy did the stories flow.

July

REWARD
Call for more information

BONADEO
enterprises, inc.

448-2489
20 years Island masonry experience and
Charlevoix County’s only factory trained
Reward Wall Systems dealer.

Floral Designs
by Colleen
Weddings Funerals
Fresh Arrangements
Corsages Weekly Specials
Bedding Plants Plant Care
Dried and Silk Arrangements
Colleen Currier-Hart
(Beaver Island Related)

(231) 547 -1130
1 -800 -408 -1130
1516 S. Bridge St. Charlevoix, MI
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! Superior insulating value
–over R32
! Greater strength than a
block wall
! Outdoor sound reduction
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A Summer of Tall Ships
First it was the Dennis Sullivan;
then the Amistad, followed by the Nina.
But the tallest was the Caledonia from
Halifax. This Barquentine-rigged 240'
ship with a beam of 30' and masts of
145' sailed into Paradise Bay between
shows in Bay City and Chicago. She
started life in 1947 as the Akurey. Built
in England, her first duty was in
Iceland. In the 1960s she underwent a
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makeover to become the Petrel V for
oceanographic research out of Quebec.
Now renamed Caledonia, and undergoing another transformation, she will be
the largest Class A sailing ship built in
Canada in over 100 years and the largest Tall Ship in North America to carry
passengers and trainees. She seemed
quite comfortable anchored safely in
Beaver Island's tranquil harbor.

Ryan Smith Construction
Licensed Contractor

Remodels
Integrity
Additions
Efficiency
New Construction Quality Craftsmanship
Ryan Smith

(231) 448-2393 or 448-2601
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BIPOA Annual Meeting
On July 28th Beaver Island Property
Owners Association members met in
the Peaine Township Hall to review the
past year and plan for the one to come.
Connie Wojan addressed the 42 people present about BIRHC news.
Construction of the new facility was proceeding on schedule, she said. Grant
money was in hand, plus the Board was
conducting fund-raisers such as the
truck raffle. She assured everyone that
despite the non-renewal of Susan Meis,
coverage was in place. The Transition
Manager was proving to be of great help
in organizing the operation, and she was
extremely proud of her fellow members
on the BIRHC Board.
The Treasurer's Report showed
expenses of $3,176 versus income of
$2,112, an imbalance amplified by
three bills being carried over from the
previous fiscal year. The good news
was that BIPOA still had a positive balance in its checkbook, plus a CD worth
over $6,000.
Jack Kelly then passed out copies
of the first draft of a Recreation
Resource Report. CMU had provided
substantial assistance, he said, while
refusing compensation. The next step
would be to draft a 36-page report and
put it out for the DEQ and other groups
to comment on. (Distribution of this 36page report is underway at the time of
this writing.) After a public meeting, a
refined version will hopefully be incorporated into the new Master Plan. Then
the document could be used as part of an

attempt to procure off-Island funding
for such projects as trail development.
It could also become a cornerstone in a
comprehensive 3-year land use study.
Jack asked BIPOA to formally support a land use plan, which it did. He
thanked Pam Grassmick for her efforts
towards obtaining 501(c)3 status,
which is in hand. In her remarks, Pam
quoted Paul Glendon as having said that
the survey has been finished and would
soon be approved for mailing by the
Planning Commission.
Marty Maehr talked about the progress his committee has made: two manuals, one for property owners, the other
for home owners. A suggestion was to
also create a visitor's manual to help
make people aware of how fragile our
beautiful endowment is, and how to protect it while enjoying it. Jim Haveman
seconded the importance of having a
stewardship document to pass out.
Krys Lyle discussed the ad hoc
trails group that had identified over a
dozen unused public access sites and
was working to expand and identify
their access. She mentioned that the
revised zoning ordinance is now in its
6th (and hopefully last) draft.
Be fo re cl os in g, Re na is sa nc e
woman Doris Larson organized the
group into two parts and assigned them
each a refrain about picking up trash to
keep Beaver clean. After brief practice
the two chorale groups sang a few
rounds to imprint the message, and then
gave her a stirring round of applause.

A-1 Masonry
Tom Matela

Three generations of experience

Stone Tile Flatwork
Brick Block Pavers
Fireplaces Walkways
Driveways Barbeques
Call me for all your
masonry needs: 448-3168

Michael Collins
Licensed Builder

New Construction
Remodeling
26235 Main Street
Beaver Island, MI
49782

BANK

ONE

®

Cathleen A Jones
Loan Officer
Beaver Island Property Owner

BankOne in Grand Rapids
phone (616) 771-7415
on-line access to your
investment accounts
roll-over mortgages at today’s
best rates
refinance, or construction
loans plus end mortgages
1265 Linwood Dr. NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49544-7735
(616) 771-7415
Equal Housing Lender
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The Lumberyaard Party, part 2
August 10th presented Beaver
Island with a beautiful evening: a calm
sky, a full moon glancing off the harbor, and, from Jeff Powers' lumberyard, the riffs of familiar old-time
pirate music manufactured by a dazzling one-man band, Beans, known in
the daylight hours as Mike Gardner.
Two hundred people were glad to let
Jeff Powers give something back to the
Island by providing free drinks and a
variety of tasty dips and chips and other
treats, and Beans' music, a blend of
Irish ballads, Jimmy Buffet versions of
Bob Dylan songs, and a pastiche of all
the songs he's ever heard and liked.
Planks were set down on concrete
blocks to accommodate the festive
crowd, who cheered Beans on and
gladly sang out answers to Beans' musical riddles: “Who's the greatest pirate
of them all?” The correct response was
“Edward Teach, or Blackbeard to ye
lubbers,” but the sentiment behind the
word was, “You are, oh mighty musician. Aar aar!”
As was the case last year and at
many Island musical events, the kids
were the first to get up and dance. They
formed a line, these inspired five- and
six- and seven-year-olds, in front of the
stage, and hopped about in time with
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All dough is made from scratch!
Call Ahead * Entrance @ the
rear door of the Brothers’ Place
Wed - Sun 5 pm - 9 pm, Fri - Sat till
10 pm - closed Monday & Tuesday;
Lunch Wednesdays, 11 am - 1 pm

231-448-2902 or 448-2204

the music, gracefully parting to accommodate the occasional adult whose
bones began to vibrate to Beans' guitar
and harmonica, amplified to fill the
night. Every third song, it seemed,
involved a quiz to the audience, with
the winning answer earning whomever
offered it a free swig of hundred-proof
Caribbean rum. New arrivals felt the
influence of the all-encompassing
rhythms and danced down the aisle to
where the kegs and wine cartons were
sitting on a table, glad for a momentary
respite from what has been an arduous
summer.
People of all ages rubbed elbows
and shared enthusiasm for the concert.
Those sitting on 22'-long 2 x 12s began
to bounce, as if there were an unofficial
contest to see which group could break
theirs first and tumble onto the ground.
Thankfully they bent but did not
break–the motif of the Island during
the hectic June and July. In the end
Beans sold 32 CDs; no one did anything they had reason to regret come
Monday; and people were left feeling
thankful to Jeff Powers and his family
for having become such an important
part of Island life–the prevailing sentiment was, next summer it's our turn to
throw an equally fine party for him.
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Community Health Fair to be held September 13
The Beaver Island
Community Health Fair will
be held at the Community
School on September 13th,
from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm.
The event is free and sponsored by the Beaver Island
Community School and the
Beaver Island Health Center,
with assistance from Beaver
Island Hospice and a number of health
professionals and organizations.
Screening (at cost or for a minimal
fee) will be available and include
cholesterol, blood pressure, adult
tetanus ($10), prostate, vision, and
hearing testing. Bone density testing
will be conducted at the Health Center
for a $5 fee. The Karmanos Mobile
Mammogram Unit will also be on the
Island and appointments must be
scheduled in advance by calling the
Health Center at 448-2275.
Highlights include Dr. Brad
Grassmick's demonstration of a heart

dissection at 10 am. He will
discuss how diet, exercise,
and factors like smoking
can impact the heart.
Booths include dental
health, mental health,
senior services, nutritional
snacks, pet health, and
Hospice and Helping
Hands. Hospice will also be
raffling a painting of the south end
lighthouse by artist Dodie Bedford.
Drawings for a variety of healthrelated door prizes will be held. Items
include fire extinguishers, health
books, first aid kits, smoke detectors,
and digital thermometers. Beaver
Island fire trucks and EMS vehicles
will also be on display. Co-chairs of the
event, Pam Grassmick and Audrey
Beilman, are hoping for a good turnout.
“A lot of effort has been put into this
Fair, and there is something for
everyone,” said Beilman. “We hope the
entire community will attend.

The

Convent
in the Village

Beautiful Harbor View
Full Housekeeping Home
Sleeps 16
7 Bedrooms w/ sinks
Fully-equipped Kitchen
Beach Access
Great for Multi-Family Groups
Family Reunions
Business Retreats
Open Year Round
Weekly Rental in season
2-night minimum off-season

Call 448-2902
for more Information

An Island Grandchild
Dean and Jodie Cady of Mason
announce the birth of their daughter,
Maclaren Aisling, on May 15 at
Sparrow Hospital. She weighed seven
pounds, thirteen ounces.

Grandparents are Dennis and Betty
Cady of Beaver Island, formerly from
Mason, Julia Beck Boyd of Lansing,
and Robert & Jerry Boyd of Saginaw.
Maclaren joins a brother, Declan.
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Beaver Island Sweats & Tees

Cards & Stationery

Ladies Apparel

Nature Books
& Children's Books

Mens Apparel
Bibles and Christian
Literature

Sandals
Water Shoes
Unique Jewelry

oat-tique
Beaver B

Tapes & CDs

Martin Well Drilling
&

Residential and
Commercial

&

Water Wells: 4", 5",
and larger

&

Modern Rotary
Well Rig

Also ...
& Pump Installations
&

Well Repairs

If you want a well now,
I have the equipment.

Call Bud @ 448-2197
or 448-2397

Irish Gifts
Bath Products

In the Heart of the Harbor
Phone (231) 448-2584

Martin
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On This Date

CMU 2003 Art Show
Once again artists from all over
America flocked to the CMU Beaver
Island campus to take the art classes
CMU offers every summer. After a
period of setting up in front of favorite
Island sites to commemorate them in
water color, the class hosted an art
show on August 15th to display its
accomplishments. The artists were
unobtrusively available to talk about
their work. By and large they had similar views: the intensity and purity of
their time on Beaver Island had
changed their lives for the better, and,
yes, they intended to come back again.
The art show began in the courtyard outside the main hall, which was
devoted to exhibiting professionally
done and yet excitingly innovative
ceramics. Inside, the cafeteria area
was given over to the production of the
paper-makers (plus a few examples of
conceptual art), amalgams incorporat-

ing a variety of unexpected materials
(onion skin; stalks of sweetgrass) that
provided a ladder into the heart of the
question of what paper is. A certain
playfulness was evident in the papers,
which frequently were gathered into
one or another kind of small book:
some sheets and covers bore the
imprint of a sculpted stamp, or contained sprigs of organic material
collaged onto their surface.
But the biggest treat, at least for
the dozens of Islanders to wander
through, was to see the abundant
explosion of familiar images on the
painting-bedecked walls of the main
hall. The Bob S, the Cisco, the
Whiskey Point Light – here they were,
in a variety of interpretations pinned to
the walls and taped to the drawn
blinds, a sanctifying of the sights we
see every day. The collective ambiance was felt as a kind of reward. The
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artists knew this was something special, although it seemed they could
not quite say exactly why; but the
way they were all bursting with joy
implied they were privy to a secret
about Beaver Island life. The paintings exhibited a wide variety of
styles: a Picasso-like cubistic nude; a
comic spider woman with its cleftic
focus absorbing attention; several
children with their faces flattened
into a receptive unformed openness.
But there was a common element
shared by display after display, as if
the wisps of fog that had been present
on some of the painting outings had
allowed shimmerings from the past
to sneak into the Island's present. As
the visitors moved from one artist to
another, the cumulative joy became
almost overwhelming; no one had
expected to be so honored. But here
it was, undeniable: the accouter-

ments of our daily life had been elevated into Art. The response was
belated but universal: artists, thanks!
Featured on the Cover: Stunningly
beautiful paintings of the Harbor Light and
the American Girl by Pat Tinney (as well as a
beautiful windsurfer), Kristin (Still Ripples
against the Dock), Jodie Dewey (Five Fish
and Two Girls’ Sand Castle), Janice Hannon
(Harbor Scene)
On the Back Cover: Jamie Smith (Emerald Isle and Little Sand Bay), Kelly Fannin
(Row Boat at the Signal Station), Terry
Wilberding (Sunrise), Jodie Dewey (Slide),
Doug Chambers (Head Lighthouse)
Above and Across: A four-part series by
Sara Mullen, Pat Tinney (the Cisco), Janice
Hannon (Harbor Light), Doug Chambers (Auburn Angel), Jeanne Fisher (Island Birches)

Emerald Isle Hotel
Beautiful Rooms, 2-bedroom
Suites, and conference room

A Great Getaway for All 4 Seasons
Open Year-Round. Give us a Call:
(231) 448-2376

www.emeraldislehotel.com
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On This Date
Ten Years Ago This issue of the
Beacon co mb in ed tw o mo nt hs –
September and October. The reason cited
was the desire to publish before the listed
month instead of after–one of former editor Chuck Hooker's many innovations.
The issue began by recounting
another of Paul Welke's frequent exploits.
In this one he was flying back from
Traverse City on a charter flight when he
received a radio message saying that
another plane was in trouble because its
landing gear had jammed. He turned
around and headed back on an intercept
course, met the crippled aircraft, and, in
conjunction with the ground crew, helped
work out a procedure to manually deploy
the wheels. His passengers were
impressed, and the supervisor of the
Traverse City Tower wrote Paul a letter
thanking him for “lending his professionalism, assistance, and cooperation to prevent a potential disaster.”
The “Weather by Welke” report
stated that the level of Lake Michigan
was 10" above normal for August.
The Chamber of Commerce report
mentioned the annual “Free Fishing
Weekend” it sponsored, and appealed for
donations to its Fireworks Fund.
Pas sin gs not ed inc lud ed Joy ce
Runberg's 95-year-old mother Betty
Carson and fearless fighter for rights Joe
Frank, the all-time “Lost Ball Champion”
of the Beaver Island Golf Club.
The townships' minutes included a
Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates!

DONE WHEN YOU WANT IT DONE!

ERNIE MARTIN
General Contractor
New Construction Additions Pole Barns
Garages

Decks

Also: Driveways, Excavating, Foundations,
Tree & Brush Removal

(231) 448-2342

report of a letter being sent to limit hovercraft use. Sherm and Gretchen Kantzer's
application for an on-premise licence for
beer, wine, and spirits was approved with
one nay vote. Larry Malloy announced
that new organization BITA had opened a
checking account. The old Wicklow
Beach Road, the Buff-Malloy Road, and
the Bonner's Landing Road were being
scrutinized. Tom Erber sent Peaine
Township a Quit-claim deed for a 30'
pedestrian easement to provide access to
Lake Michigan to the public between
Slavins' and State land.
A letter from Claudia Schmidt began:
“I participated in the explosive meeting
of the Zoning Board of Appeals and
thirty-two concerned citizens....” This
was called to discuss a request by Island
Telephone to build a 100' microwave
tower on Sloptown Road, with a flashing
red light. She was pleased that so much
attention had been focused on this issue
so that it did not become another case of
something being done without the public
being aware until it was hit in the face by
the negative consequences.. “Let's take
our time here, get the facts, and make our
needs clear by showing up at meetings
and helping to make a decision everyone
can live with,” she concluded. “It's the
only sane thing to do.”
Twenty Years Ago The Beaver
Beacon reported that the Beaver Island
team finished 3rd in the Homecoming
Tournament. Music for the Saturday

Dance was provided by Danny and Jewell
Gillespie, Edward Palmer, Ed Sobey, and
Rich Scripps. The “Roasted on a Spit”
dinner was quite a success, thanks to the
efforts of head chef Peter Green.
Kyle Wojan's birth was announced,
the impe ndin g mar riag e of L auri e
McLocklin and Tom McDonough, and
the passing of Isabel Kenwabikise, who
had been born on Garden Island in 1919.
After a visit by the DNR to discuss
the doe season with the Game Club, it was
decided to issue 150 permits. A hundred
went to landowners (who own at least 40
acres), who would only be allowed to take
a doe from their own land. Worried that
this would negatively impact the herd, the
Game Club organized a “Doe Permit
Burning” and urged concerned property
owners to apply for the limited permits –
and burn them on November 14th.
The Beachcomber reported having
sold over 9,000 ice cream cones during
the summer.
The electric cable malfunctioned,
and the generators were humming full
time again.
The Fire Department reported that a
bonfire had been put out at Carey's, and
news of a blaze at the south end of Font
Lake proved to be a false alarm. A First
Aid class was offered by the Red Cross:
24 hours of instruction for a $6 fee.
Two teacher aids were added to the
staff at the school.
Thirty Years Ago The combined

Charlevoix
Sta t e B a n k

38230 Michigan Ave.
Beaver Island, MI 49782
(Member FDIC)

Summer Hours
Weather Permitting

Monday through Friday, 5 Days a Week
9:00 to 1:00
(231) 448-2190
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September/October Beacon carried a
sto ry ent itl ed “Me dic al Cen ter in
Jeopardy.” The year before, the 20-yearold facility was told by the Michigan
Department of Public Health to upgrade,
but when no matching funds from the
state or federal government could be
found, the plan that was created proved
too expensive to implement. As a result
the State Auditor became reluctant to continue the physician's subsidy. Readers
were urged to write letters of support to
U.S. and State Senators and
Representatives.
Fred Floyd won the drawing for a
new hundred dollar bill, a fund raiser for
the Holy Cross Cemetery Fund, on the
day of his 57th wedding anniversary.
The junior class at the Beaver Island
school began hauling garbage as a way to
raise money for a class trip. The Beacon
listed the teachers for the fall semester-the last time they would all be nuns.
Weddings noted were Linda Arden
and Kevin McDonough, Ruth Gregg and
David Himebaugh, and Mary Anne
Palmer and Roger Ferguson.
In Game Club news, partridge and
woodcock were said to be ample, and rabbit as well. The number of deer was disappointing, but at least their predators
also seemed to be down. It was hoped
that a few more seasons of “bucks only”
would restore the herd. Flights of geese
heading south were almost an everyday
occurrence.

Forty Years Ago The Beacon's
classifieds contained an ad for Christmas
wreaths made by the DNR officer's wife,
priced, for the 10" size, at $3.25 – including shipping,
Four hundred people attended the
Homecoming Dinner after the parade,
which included a team of skydivers performing over the harbor.
The Sand Bay Campground registered 461 campers from Michigan (plus
105 from out of State) through the summer, prompting calls for its expansion.
Campers came from as far away as
Kansas, although Indiana was the best
represented after Michigan.
Two interesting fish stories made it
into print. In the first, Rogers Carlisle
and some friends were fishing for
smallmouth at Garden Island. Rogers
tried to cast into a particular distant area,
but a tern happened to see the flying bait
and became tangled in the line. Rogers
reeled it in but had his hand snapped at
when he tried to free the bird. In the second story Dr. Haynes, who was fishing
for rainbow trout at Fox Lake, was quite
surprised when he reeled in “a big one”
only to discover an immense water snake.
Walter Wojan's record Lake Geneserath
pik e wa s mo unt ed f or d isp lay at
McDonough's store.
The new Episcopal Chapel, a log
structure built to seat 100 people, was dedicated on September 1st.
Albert Stephens returned after being

gone for 45 years. His parents, George
and Jennie, came from New York to homestead the Valley Farm (at Hidden Valley.)
George was a cooper here; his sister, Mrs.
Clarence Bissell, lived at Gull Harbor.
A letter from Anna and Ira Hill was
printed in which they described how they
entered a lottery in a Chicago-area grocery store and won property at Cable's
Creek. They arrived on the steamer
Columbia to meet George Carter of
Citizen's Realty at Nomad. They wound
up contracting to have two cabins built.
They spent the summer of 1917 here,
becoming good friends with the Coles.
Their nearest neighbor in the other direction was Dominic Gallagher at Beaver
Head Light. In those days the trip from
St. James could be done in a boat as
quickly as overland, in a wagon drawn by
a team of oxen: over three hours.
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Cull and Mr. and
Mrs. Peter O. Gallagher celebrated their
golden wedding anniversary.
Eugene Mooney, the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Francis Mooney, injured himself
seriously in Livonia when he fell 20' onto
concrete and broke his back.
The John Bonner Farm achieved centennial status, becoming the first in
Charlevoix County. He had purchased 80
acres from the Farells, who had been
under Strang's thumb, for $200.
Note was made of the passing of
Engle (Bing) Jensen, who was survived
by his widow, Julia Cole.

BIPOA
Beaver Island
Property Owners
Association
Join Now! Keep in touch with
Beaver Island events likely to affect
you and your property.
Receive our regular BIPOA
newsletter.
Visit our web site:
www.beaverisland.net/bipoa
Contact: Annette Dashiell, Treasurer

(231) 448-2542
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Tom Dorais 1921 - 2003
After suddenly becoming weak
while preparing to tee off at the Bever
Island Golf Course, Tom Dorais, 82, died
on Thursday, August 7, 2003 in Madison,
Wisconsin after a brief illness with cancer. He was surrounded by his family.
Tom was born January 25, 1921 in
Spokane, Washington. He attended the
University of Notre Dame and the
University of Detroit. He married the
fo rm er Ma ry Ka y Di lw or th on
September 2, 1944 in Detroit, Michigan.
Tom was a lieutenant in the Marine
Corps in World War II and served in the
Battle of Okinawa. He was personnel
director for the Pontiac Division of
General Motors. Tom was a longtime
and avid Detroit sports fan, particularly
the Lions, whom he briefly coached, and
Tigers. He was the one who presented
MVP Alan Trammell with a new car after
the Tigers' World Series victory in 1984.
He was a member of St. Bernard's
Catholic Church in Middleton.
Tom is survived by his wife, Mary
Kay; children, Susan (Mike) Serafa of
Schaumburg, Illinois, Diane Broome of
Santa Fe, New Mexico, Tom (Terri)
Dorais of Kingston, Arkansas, Nancy
(Jim) McDonald of Thousand Oaks,
California, Mary Dorais of Tucson,
Arizona, Patty Adolphs of Madison,
Wisconsin, Bob (Molly) Dorais of

Malvern, Pennsylvania, Kathleen
(Steve) Klei of Pleasanton, California,
an d Ka re n Do ra is of Ma di so n,
Wisconsin; 28 grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren. He was preceded in
death by his sons, Jimmy and Chuckie.
He is further survived by a brother, Bill
(Helen) Dorais of Wabash, Indiana; and a
sister, Joan Robinson of Bozeman,
Montana.
A memorial service was held at St.
Bernard's Catholic Church in Middleton,
Wisconsin on Monday, August 11, with
Monsignor Douglas Dushack presiding.
There was a memorial service at Holy
Cross Catholic Church on Beaver Island
Thursday, August 14. In lieu of flowers,
memorials may be made to Don and
Marilyn Anderson HospiceCare Center.
Tom was a long time summer resident of the Island, living in a home at
Donegal Bay designed by his wife, Mary
Kay. He served on numerous boards,
and was much loved. He directed the
new BIBCo in the search that led to the
hiring of Lynn DeGrow. Always willing
to lend a hand, he was a huge help as the
volunteer carpenter at the Island post
office during the recent remodeling. He
had a ready smile for all. Although his
voice is now silent, his spirit will echo
for years to come. Our sincere sympathy
goes to Mary Kay and his family.

From Mary Kay Dorais
To all the wonderful, loving people
on Beaver Island who made our recent
loss of Tom more bearablea deep and
abiding “Thank you!” from the entire
Dorais family.
That we should be so blessed to be
the recipients of such an outpouring of
love is a testament to the generous and
spectacular nature of the Islanders. Tom
was, and I am, privileged to be part of
this great community.
To each of you, Vaya con Dios! In
your daily lives. As our beloved Father
Pat would say, “God bless!”
–Mary Kay

An Islander in Iraq
Scott McGinnity will be in Iraq until
next April, and would appreciate hearing
from friends while he does his duty:
Sgt. Scott McGinnity; HHB 1/17
FA-BN; Unit #92627; APO AE
09323-2627

Selling much Power?
Recently GLE sent a letter to its customers about its use of the Island generators. When the market price for power is
very high, we export energy. Last year
the generators were run for export for 32
hours at this point, but they have been
run for export for 70 hours so far this year.
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Charlevoix County Commissioners
The Charlevoix County Board of
Commissioners met at 3:00 pm on July
23, 2003 at Whiting Park.
Commissioners Snyder and Reinhardt
were absent.
Motion approved the minutes of the
July 9, 2003 meeting.
Ron Harris, Gaudette & Company,
presented the 2002 Annual County
Audit. Motion accepted the audit as presented.
Motion approved quote from MDC
Contracting for graveled parking lot.
Motion approved repair of the
Marine boat.
Motion adjourned the meeting.

The Charlevoix County Board of
Commissioners met at 3:00 pm on
August 13, 2003. Comm issi oner s
Snyder and Reinhardt were absent.
Motion approved the minutes of the
July 23, 2003 meeting.
Motion approved Resolution #03051, awarding the document imaging
contract to Imagesoft upon successful
review of their contract by legal counsel,
and authorizing the Chairman to sign
said contract.
Motion approved Resolution #03052, Child Care Budget.
Motion approved Resolution #03053, Child Care Budget Amendment.

Motion approved #03-054, Amend
Building Department Budget, purchase
of laptop and required software.
Motion approved Resolution #03055, Create New Fund for the Boyne
Falls Village Water System bond sale.
Motion approved Resolution #03056, purchase of additional credited service for retirement purposes.
Mo ti on ap pr ov ed as ki ng th e
No rt hw es t Mi ch ig an Co mm un it y
Health Agency to consider including a
septic inspection at the time of sale in
their newly revised Code.
Motion adjourned the meeting.
–Jane E. Brannon, County Clerk

Blood Drive Goes Over the Top!
The Annual Rita Gillespie
Memorial Blood Drive held on August 7
under the auspices of the American Red
Cross was a real success. Ninety-two
people presented during the six-hour
period that resulted in 82 productive
units of blood. A tied record number of
16 first-time donors presented including
a number of senior high students and
recent high school graduates. Because
the current blood supply in the state of
Michigan has been at a critical level, this
supplement was most welcome. The
whole blood donation is divided into
parts to meet various medical needs and

each donation can help up to three different people.
The success of this year's drive is
again due to the many individuals who
could donate and took the time to make
this special “gift of life.” Jeanne Howell,
Connie Wojan, and Jerry Charbeneau,
the Blood Drive Coordinators, do thank
all of the individual volunteers and many
contributors who make “donor day” possible. Special thanks go to the Beaver
Island Boat Co., Island Airways, the
Beaver Island Transportation Authority,
the Beaver Island Community School,
and the Beaver Island Lodge. Robert and

Lisa Gillespie and Richie and Laura
Gillespie donated the specially designed
T-shirts to each person who presented
for the drive. Thanks also to the Beaver
Island Christian Church, Holy Cross
Catholic Church, and the St. James
Episcopal Church for their congregations' donation of cookies.
The dedicated group of nurses, who
vie for a position on this Northern Team
was again led by the very able Mary
Juneau, R.N. August 5, 2004 is the
scheduled date for next year. Please put
that on your calendar!
–Jerry Charbeneau
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Island Boodle

VAN & GEO RENTAL
Pick up at Boat or Plane

As part of the “Bite of Beaver Island” this year
there will be a 5K/Run/Walk on Saturday, October
4th, 2003. The 5K Race begins at 10:00 a.m. And
there will be a one-mile fun run for kids. Proceeds
benefit the Beaver Island Sports Booster Club. The
entry fee is $20.00 until September 26th ($35.00 family) or $25 the day of the race (or $40 for a family). There’ll be
medals for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Place in the 5K race, and participants
will get T-shirts and refreshments. For entry details, contact
Gail or Mike Weede at 448-3195 or 448-2708. For more info
and the entry form, see www.beaverbeacon.com/boodle

“Bite of Beaver” plans move forward
Multi-Day Discounts
4 HR. Rates available

Call: 448-2300
BEAVER ISLAND MARINA
E-MAIL: Pat@BeaverIslandMarina.com

K&M
DIVERSIFIED CONTRACTORS INC.

Commercial & Residential Construction
Serving Beaver Island & Grand Rapids

Ernest Martin
1175 Golfcrest Dr.
Grand Rapids, MI 49509
Phone: 616-249-8200
Fax: 616-261-9220
Email: info@kmcontractorsinc.com
www.kmcontractorsinc.com

The Chamber continues to develop plans for this fall’s
“Bite of Beaver Island” on October 4th and 5th. The food festival itself will be held from 1:00 - 4:00 pm–and this year we’re
promised an even greater variety and more servings than last
year, when the number of attendees took everyone by surprise.
The Island’s greatest chefs vow to make this special! For
more information, please contact Deborah Harwood at
448-2239 or the Chamber of Commerce at 448-2505.

New Traffic Rules
As a result of increasing traffic and increasing complaints
about golf carts, ATVs, mopeds, and scooters, the Charlevoix
County Sheriff's Office will be taking a new direction in
enforcement practices with regard to these vehicles.
The Sheriff's Office previously handled complaints
directed toward these vehicles by issuing verbal warnings.
From this point on the Sheriff's Office will respond to this type
of complaint by first writing a warning citation and following
up with Uniform Traffic Violations for repeated infractions.
To be specific, the Beaver Island Deputy Sheriffs will be
targeting the operation of golf carts and ATVs on the public
roadways. We will respond to violations with one written
warning and a Uniform Law Citation for unregistered motor
vehicle on a second offence.
There is one exception for golf cart use. Any one who can
demonstrate a need to use a golf cart for transportation will be
issued a permit by their Township. Sheriff Lasater is presently
working with your township officials to develop language for
an ordinance to regulate this use of golf carts.
In addition, we will be enforcing the helmet law for
operators of mopeds and scooters. Anyone under the age of 18
is required to wear a helmet while operating a moped or scooter.
Please remember, a moped is a two- or three-wheeled vehicle
with an engine displacement of 50cc or less. A dirt bike with an
engine displacement of greater than 50cc must be registered
and have the proper safety equipment, including headlight,
brake light, turn signals and front and rear brakes.
These regulations are not new to Michigan, but the stricter
enforcement of these laws is new to Beaver Island. The
Sheriff's Office is obligated to protect the citizens of Charlevoix
County and this includes Beaver Island. I hope this letter serves
as fair warning of the increased enforcement measures that will
be taken. Again, this is in response to increased complaints
regarding these vehicles.
–Deputy Sheriff Jim Campbell
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BIHS Annual Meeting
President Alvin LaFreniere opened the
Historical Society’s 23rd Annual Meeting.
He felt it has been a good year but was disappointed in the lack of interest in some of the
Museum Week presentations, and the length
of time it was taking to get DEQ permits for a
revetment at the Marine Museum and a roof
over the Bob S. Chuck Schellenberg distributed a financial statement showing
that this year's income was higher and
expenses lower than the projections in
the budget, and said that, overall,
Museum Week had been quite a success.
The Director passed out copies of his
report. He described the work done at
Heritage Park: the installation of a parking
lot; the grading and filling; the removal of 41
pick-up loads of debris; the stacking of artifacts; the mulching and trimming; and the
bringing in of donated pieces of equipment.
Robert Cole showed some of the footage
from Marywood Academy in Grand Rapids,
where eight nuns who had once taught on
Beaver Island were interviewed. One of the
Sisters described how they wanted to climb
the tower at the Rectory, which was forbidden by their superior; but when she went to
the mainland, two of them climbed it, watching each other step by step and not looking
down. The view at the top was worth it, she
recalled, to see all the inland lakes and the
outer islands bobbing in the blue sea.
Volunteer Coordinator Joyce Bartels
listed things accomplished by volunteers:
keeping the museums open from Father's
Day to Labor Day; making physical repairs;
providing refreshments; supplying genealogical information to visitors; making signs
for various events; and continuing to organize and protect the archives, to name a few.
Many in attendance had come to vote
against changing the By-laws to allow the
World Trade Center fragment to be placed at
Heritage Park. Elaine West had announced
earlier in the day that there was an agreement
to install it at the St. James Fire Hall, but the
vote still had to be taken. It was unanimous
that the By-laws not be changed and the
Townships congratulated for finding an
acceptable location other than Heritage Park.
The Board also discussed the obstacles it
faces to acquire the Cull house, and were
worried that concentrating on this would
result in other objectives failing to be met.
John Runberg was elected President,
Rod Nackerman Vice, Kathy Ruis Secretary,
and Chuck Schellenberg remained Treasurer.

Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life
–Picasso

September:
Please Call for Hours
(231) 448-2975
Located at Rustic Villa Cabins
37900 Michigan Avenue
just past the toy museum on your way to the lighthouse
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News from the Townships

“The Emerald Isle’s Choice”

Mike Deur
Residential & Commercial
Electrical Contracting
Licensed & Insured

(231) 448-2093

Mike’s
Island
Karaoke
and DJ Services
for All Occasions
Contact Mike at
448-2886
for bookings.

St. James Township, 8-6-03
Don Vyse opened the meeting by
urging everyone to follow proper, polite
procedures. He then filled in the Board
on several matters. The bike trail writing contest had received a dozen or so
entries which Gary Vogt's staff was judging. The tennis courts need work. The
application to receive clear title to the
Whiskey Point Light was sent on time
by St. James' new partner, GLLKA. The
Yacht Dock upgrade's funds are sufficient so improvements can also be made
to the restrooms; the dock work itself
should cost $975,000 of the $1.1 million. The new parking lot bids will be
opened on 8-27.
The Charlevoix County
Commissioners will meet on Beaver
Island on September 22nd at Peaine
Town Hall. Peaine has agreed to a partnership with St. James to see about
repairs to the King's Highway. A low
spot in the Donegal Bay Road is causing
dust to splash onto the bike path.
Arranmore Park needs weeding.
In response to a question, Don said
that the Townships have a contract with
the BIRHC, and that one of the stipulations is that it comply with the Open
Meetings Act.
There was discussion of the Bike
Path Ordinance, which will prohibit
horses and all motorized vehicles
except motorized wheelchairs. No art
will be allowed on the asphalt. Dog owners will be encouraged to clean up after
their pets. There will be no snowmobiles. Signs will be placed at all future
driveway intersections..
Lois Williams made a presentation
about creating an Environmentally
Sensitive Areas Ordinance on the behalf
of the “Egg Lake Seven.” She began by
distributing a paper titled It Happened
Then, And It Can Happen Again. This
described four tools that could help protect Beaver Island's sensitive areas: 1) a
map of sensitive areas; 2) conservation
easements or the outright purchase of
sensitive land; 3) an adjunct to the zoning ordinance to protect sensitive areas;
and 4) a policy of encouraging “Best
Management Practices” through an
appendix to the local ordinance
Lois also distributed a letter of sup-

port from three CMU professors (Jim
Gillingham, Gil Stark s, and Dan
Wujek), which described their attempts
to quantify the degree of danger that
existed for various sites by assigning
each of them a number in the “Floristic
Quality Index” (FQI.) This procedure
was used at the Gull Harbor site, and at
Donegal Bay, to ascertain what kind of
protection it required, and the CMU professors offered to expand their efforts in
order to help provide protection to other
areas as well.
Lois distributed another paper that
detailed the work done at those two
sites. It included an inventory of plants,
divided into families, and gave an FQI
number to each one; the higher the number, the more conservation was needed.
The average for Gull Harbor was 50.8;
for Donegal Bay, 63.1. Unfortunately
this material was so technical that the 40
or so people in attendance could not
digest it quickly enough to draw the
desired conclusion and Lois' plea to the
Board to move forward by considering
creating a strong Environmentally
Sensitive Ordinance did not engender
much support. And one property owner,
seeing land that had been in his family
since 1874 colored as sensitive on the
large map Lois had brought, wanted to
know how such a determination had
been made since his property had been
clearly posted and people asking for permission to study it had been told to keep
out.
A letter was read in which PABI
asked if St. James would share one of its
wells with the Community House.
Helen Pike requested that she be
allowed to continue using her burn barrel, with which she exercises the utmost
caution.
Kirk McBride thanked the board
for restoring the two lampposts that had
been damaged.
Don Tritsch said it would be nice if
the bike path were extended, at least to
the boat launch on Font Lake.
Bud Cruikshank asked a series of
pointed questions to get at the details of
the St. James/Karnes property trade.
On behalf of the BIHS, Bill
Cashman asked the Board to consider
Arranmore Park as a site for the WTC

17.
fragment. Grace Matela thought the
Fire Hall would be a better location.
The public seemed to agree.
Wendy White wanted the Board to
know that she had registered a change in
the BIRHC's attitude towards her. She
discovered by chance that the details of
her proposed contract were to be discussed at a meeting to which she had not
been invited. She quoted a letter from
last fall in which the BIRHC Board
acknowledged the importance of subsidizing an Island dentist by providing
quarters that would be, at least until her
income rises, rent free as long as she
paid the utilities, the maintenance and
cleaning, and provided her own equipment. But once she spoke up to defend
Sue Meis at a public meeting, she was
told that an unnamed Board member
had threatened to saddle her with such a
high rent requirement that she would
have to move off the Island. This was
just an unsubstantiated rumor, she said,
but then the Construction Committee
asked her to consider paying $5,000 for
a separate electric meter – something
that would stay with the building if she
ever moved. She wanted to put the
Town Board on notice that this was taking place, and asked it to support her so
she could continue to provide the kind
of dental care the Islanders have come
to expect.
Peaine Township, 8-13-03
Twenty-two people attended the
July meeting of the Peaine Board.
After the minutes were accepted,
the bills approved for payment, and new
furniture selected, some relatively routine business was conducted.
A letter was received in which
Peaine was asked to urge St. James to
upgrade the Yacht Dock facilities.
Supervisor Works explained that Peaine
owned a quarter of one of the yacht
Dock's two lots, a situation that came
about because at the moment of origin
St. James needed some financial help.
He stated that St. James carried liability
insurance, and then remarked that perhaps it was time to sell Peaine's interest
to St. James.
Peaine's Treasurer reported that she
felt it was her duty to try to collect
unpaid personal property taxes, which

went back, by her calculation, to 1992.
There were seven outstanding amounts
in ‘96, ‘98, ‘00, and ‘01, and nine in ‘99.
Although there were 47 total unpaid
bills, a few people who did not pay, year
after year, accounted for most of the
total. The Treasurer said that her interpretation of the rules indicated that if the
arrears continued, the next step would
be to institute proceedings that would
result in seizing personal property.
Judy Lanier reported that the 7th
draft of the Planning Commission's survey had been approved and would be
sent out to Peaine's residents and property owners in early September. The
MSU Extension had offered to help tabulate the responses. The biggest unanswered question, she said, was to what
extent a professional planner should be
used to interpret the results and translate
them into the language of the Master
Plan. One planner had estimated that his
firm might charge around twenty thousand dollars to perform this service, but
the Planning Commission, aware of
how much else required funds for
action, was leaning towards doing
much of this itself.
Paul Nelson reported about a
Charlevoix County Townships meeting
he attended, at which sheriff George
Lasater announced he would run for
reelection (thus reversing his initial reaction to injuries he suffered on the job.)
Lasater had reviewed his 25 years of service in making his decision, and had
realized how much things had changed.
He said in his early years the jail population averaged 3 to 5 whereas now it was
56. In 1977 1 female was arrested, but
now it averages 5 a day. No juveniles
were arrested back then, whereas now
it's 1 or 2 a month. Most crimes were
breaking and entering, but now they are
alcohol related or assaults. In 1977
those arrested felt it was too bad they'd
been caught, but put their heads down
and waited for release. Noadays they
are defiant and abusive, and frequently
threaten lawsuits; last year, six actually
went to court.
Connie Wojan appeared on the
behalf of the BIRHC and passed out to
the Board a sheet that summarized how
the expectations raised in 2001 were

being met.
Terry Saxton commented on the poor
state of Peaine's roads. He mentioned the
deterioration of the King's Highway, but
also stated that the gravel roads were
worse than he can remember. The “chatter bumps” threaten to shake apart a car.
He said he followed a County road grader
and discovered that the chatter bumps
seemed unaffected by its work. The
Supervisor stated that rain is needed for
proper compacting, and the basic material in the roadbed was not adequate –
which he hoped would be rectified with
the opening of the Pingel gravel pit.
Henry Hill reminded the Board that
he had made a suggestion a few years
back about how to regulate camper trailers, which are soon to be proliferating,
but it was ignored: have the Boat
Company issue a special permit when a
ticket is bought, specifying intended location and duration. Then monitor it.
There was also a request to improve
the launch at Fox Lake.

(231) 448-2201
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A Wonderful Afternoon Sail
On Thursday August 7th we spotted an
extraordinarily beautiful schooner at the
Gillespie dock. As we walked up to ask when
they might be sailing so we could take some photographs, we found several of our friends on
board. It turned out to be my lucky day as the
Madeline was just about to depart for an afternoon sail, and they had room for one more. And
so with camera in hand, I jumped aboard.
Younger children donned life jackets, and
some safety instructions were given. Then we
slipped away from the dock and made our way to
the middle of the harbor. The captain aligned his
boat with the wind, and some of the passengers
lent a hand on the lines with a series of smooth
pulls. In one quick moment the sails billowed
above our heads and puffed full of wind with the
first strong gust.
After the stay-sail and jib were pulled taut,
the engine was cut, and vibration gave way to
smooth rhythmic creaks and the sound of the
small waves against the wooden hull. Off the
grid, we slid smoothly through the currents and
out of Paradise Bay. We passed the ferry at the
harbor's mouth, and the thoughts on everyone’s
minds about this meeting of ships from two different eras was somehow made more real by one
of them being the Beaver Islander. Having stood
on her deck so many times on the return to Beaver
in the spring, and with memories of looking out
her cabin windows on school trips, I couldn't help

Beaver Island Lodge
Featuring

Nina’s Restaurant
Where The Cuisine Is As Wonderful
As The View

(231) 448-2396
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aboard the Schooner Madeline
but envision the view her passengers had of us
aboard the schooner as we looked out from under
the masts gliding along with the wind.
As we made our way away from land, several children took a turn at the helm, and everyone was invited to tour the ship from bow to
stern. We saw the berths where the crew slept,
their kitchen with the original wood stove, and
the water glimmering under openings in the passageway floor, constantly flowing slowly into the
bilge only to be pumped out when it reached a
certain level. Even being buzzed by a helicopter
as we talked and read and watched an artist
sketching the crew as they adjusted the rigging
every so often while the Island glided by to the
starboard, we couldn’t help but feel we were in a
time set apart.
Everyone should have a chance to sail out on
the water and look back at Beaver Island from a
fresh perspective now and again – certainly if you
ever find yourself busy with work and forgetting
the beauty the Island has to offer, a few hours on
the Lake quickly reframes all the details of everyday life.
The wonderful Captain, Rod Jones, and the
skilled crew (Pat Brennan, Norm Brokaw, Ron
Adams, Sharon Daly, Glenn Hymer, Arvin Byle,
Bob Veltman, and Woody Wright) deserve many
thanks for an unforgettable sail. All who were on
board hope this magnificent ship and her crew
find their way back to the Island often and soon.

ANDERSON AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY

JIM ANDERSON
119 S. Elmwood Traverse City, MI 49684
e-mail: aapmba@aol.com
(231) 947-4598

Real estate photography * Special events * Air to air services
Architectural engineering photography * Golf course photography
Seasonal photography * Scenic views of natural splendor
Capture your home, cottage, farm or business in a custom photo
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MB MOONEY / BELLOWS
EC ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
“We’re Not In the Business To Shock You”

Don Mooney
Over 35 Years Experience
Electrical Repair & Troubleshooting
Residential & Commercial Wiring
P.O. Box 94
Beaver Island Michigan 49782

(231) 448-2456

Out On A Limb

Trudy Boyles 1910-2003
Gertrude Janet “Trudy” Boyles died Friday, August 15th at
the age of 92. She was born in Clinton County, Michigan on
October 29, 1910, the daughter of John and Katherine (Campbell) Findlay. She graduated from St. Johns High School, and
from Michigan State University in 1932. On October 12, 1935
she married Dale K. Boyles. She moved from the Detroit area
to Ann Arbor when he was transferred with the opening of the
Parke-Davis Research facility there. In 1996 she and her husband moved their residence to Beaver Island and divided their
time seasonally between the Island and Fort Myers.
Trudy was a member of the Christian Church on Beaver
Island. This past April they entered Clinton Commons in St.
Johns. Her health soon required her transfer to the adjacent
Hazel Findlay Country Manor, where she died of congestive
heart failure.
She is survived by her husband Dale; two daughters, Jane
Boyles-Vissel of Ann Arbor and Kay Flournoy of Waterford;
one son, Frederick, and his wife Barbara of Grand Blanc; two
brothers, Loree and his wife Myrtle Findlay and Donald and
his wife Glenna Findlay of St. Johns; three grandchildren; and
three great grandchildren.
At her request, the only service was at the gravesite in
Lowe Cemetery in Clinton County, close to the farm where she
was born. Memorial tributes may be made to the EMS, or to
the BIRHC.
From Dale Boyles
Trudy asked me to write, saying good-by, and that it was
nice to have had so many good friends on Beaver Island. She
died on August 15th.
–Dale Boyles

Beaver Island Marina

Nautical & Natural Gifts
If you need assistance, call us at home 448-2808

At Your Service:
Transient Slips
Fuel - Charts - Shipstore
Auto & Boat Repair
Licensed Mechanic
Storage & More
Gas Station and Car Rental - Gold Card Savings
Check out our ship store:
Gifts, Bait, and More.

26070 Main St. Beaver Island MI 49782
(231) 448-2598

25860 Main - P.O. Box 76 - Beaver Island, MI 49782
(231) 448-2300 - FAX (231) 448-2763

www.beaverislandmarina.com
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One Hundred Years Ago
Charlevoix Sentinel, September 3,
1903 Local News: “Mr. Stebbins, formerly a Beaver Island lumberman, has
been here several days with an alligator
show, in a tent on the Masonic lot.”
September 17, 1903 Local News:
“Rev. Alexander Zugelder, of St. James,
came over Monday, on his way to the
retreat to be held at Big Rapids all this
week.”
September 24, 1903 Beaver Island
News: “C. C. Gallagher is building a new
barn.”
“James Gordon is fishing with tug
Badger.”
“Peas are coming in more rapidly
than ever.”
“C. C. Gallagher is renting his dock
to John Dahlmer for the fall fishing.”
“Jas. C. Gallagher with schooner
Diamond is in port with a nice line of
fruit.”
“John Dahlmer is fishing with sail
boat at present, will rent tug later in season.”
“Ed Pratt and Andrew F. Gallagher
are in Charlevoix at the call of the court to
serve on jury.”
“Rev. Alexander Zugelder has been

away all week on retreat. He returns
Wednesday of this week.”
“Mr. Frank Lamphear of Charlevoix
is on the Island to do the painting for the
new schoolhouse.”
“The St. James district school
opened Monday morning. The new
school building is rapidly nearing completion.”
“Fall fishing has opened in full blast.
Every available fishing craft is in the business. Returns are very good for the time
of year.”
“Mr. Hickey of Detroit representing
McGraw &. Co. Shoes spent Sunday on
the Island doing business with our merchants the two previous days.”
“The tug Lillie Chambers owned by
Sam Rose and Lou Atlard of Charlevoix,
is fishing from this port for the Wolverine
Fish Co.”
“Owen C. McCauley has his new
house completed and has moved his wife
and child over from the Squaw Island
Lighthouse to go into his new home.”
“Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Johnston left on
Monday for Chicago and Milwaukee
points. Mr. Johnston will buy the winter
stock for the B. I. Lumber Company.”

The

Enjoy the Warm Weather
on our Deck!

Monday Football–Drink & Munchies
Tuesday Night Pizza Buy 1, Get 1 at 1/2 price
Wednesday Pool Night and Steak Fry
Thursday Ladies Night$1.00 off & cards
Friday Fish Fry
Saturday Coming soon: Tailgate Party and $2 drinks
Sunday Brunch 10-2. Family Dinner;
Kids Specials too!

Beaver Island’s
OLDEST PUB
and its
FINEST FOOD

“The steam barge H. S. Pickards of
Big Rapids came into the harbor Sunday
under pressure of the gale. She was
loaded with fruit and coal enroute to
Escanaba.”
“The B.I. Lumber Co.'s new railroad
is nearly ready for the transportation of
the forest products. The construction
gang have the pleasure of riding to and
from work on a flat car drawn by the new
engine. The jingle of the bell and the
shrill whistle of the locomotive wakes
the woodland echoes and drives terror to
the hearts of various quadrupeds and
even some bipeds along the right-of-way.
The logging camps are in full operation
and fifty men more are wanted.”
“Died - Friday afternoon, Ralph, the
little son of John Stevens who only a
month ago brought his family to the
Island. Ralph was taken sick on Sunday
previous with inflamation of the bowels,
and being of a delicate constitution the
disease soon completed its deadly work.
The funeral occurred at the house Sunday
afternoon, Mr. Green of Muskegon officiating. The bereaved family have the
sympathy of a host of their newly found
Island friends.”
–Joyce Bartels

When you want something built....
where do you find acontractor who
! has access to the subs and the equipment the new
technologies require?
! has a reputation for tackling the unusual, and bringing
it in on time?
! understands efficiency, style, and
compatible siting?

R. Gillespie Enterprises
P.O. Box 217
Beaver Island
MI 49782

When
you
want a
Realtor who can
find the right piece of
property for you, or sell a
piece you already have at the
right price –

Richard L. Gillespie
(231) 448-2577 or 448-2366
see our web site for the best Island rental cottages
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BIRHC Disagreement Continues

ERIN
MOTEL
! Beaver Island’s only motel with
a beach open year-around
! Adjacent to ferry dock,
museums, restaurants, and
stores.
! Car rentals available
! Bonfires on the beach, picnic
tables and barbeques

(231) 448-2240
East Wind Spa

Try our Pevonia Skin Care Line;
Several Facials to choose from
“Tremendous” Visual Results * Hair Care *
Massage * Hands & Feet * Sauna
Packages & Gift Certificates

(231) 448-2881

On August 5th the BIRHC Board set
out to conclude the meeting which had
been interrupted by a heated confrontation the previous month, not knowing
what to expect. As it turned out, the
CCG (Concerned Citizens' Group) opposition had been given enough time to be
able to channel its dissatisfaction into a
concrete plan, which it calmly presented
after the Board took care of its normal
business. This consisted of approving
the minutes of the previous meeting,
reviewing the Health Center's finances,
and discussing Board membership
guidelines, contribution policies, compensation for Susan Meis, and the procedure for hiring a new practitioner.
The main question about hiring was:
should the Board or the BIRHC staff
make the call? For the first time there
were more applicants than positions, so
someone would have to decide who is
selected and whether they would be contracted or hired as an employee. After
much discussion it was agreed that the
Board would confine itself to acting on
the recommendations of the doctors
(Newcomb and Mann) and staff, rather
than conduct interviews itself.
Board president Connie Wojan then
read a letter from the CCG in which the
Board was urged to dismiss two of its
members because of their comments at
the 7-15 meeting. She declined to take
this action, stating that in the heat of the
moment certain comments had been
made which were outweighed, by a considerable margin, by years of hard work
and accomplishment. After asking the
audience to conduct themselves appro-

priately, she opened the meeting to public comment.
The audience criticized the Board
because not everyone on it considered
the BIRHC to be their primary care provider. Barb Murphy pointed out that
some people had unique medical conditions that required specializations not
possessed by the BIRHC staff.
The CCG requests were repeated:
that the Board dismiss and sanction two
of its members, and that the board be
expanded to 15 members to increase its
diversity and more fully represent the
Beaver Island community. The Board
declined, citing the need for reason and
continuity. But Connie agreed to put the
possible increase on the agenda for the
next meeting. At that point Paul Nelson
said he thought 15 would be too many
and that a decrease, not an increase,
would make the Board more effective.
In response to a concern about
finances, the Board said it was too early
to accurately project any deficit but that
the situation was now improving; more
accounts receivable payments were coming in, and current billings were being
kept up.
Kathy Speck offered a rejoinder to
the CCG. “I'm a concerned citizen too,”
she said, but her concerns were that a
kind of mob mentality was coloring the
situation and that the Board's significant
accomplishments were being overlooked by a focus narrowed to a single
issue. Bill McDonough urged the audience to concentrate on the goal of providing good, long-term care. “This isn't
a witch hunt,” he said. “The Board has

ROY ELSWORTH
ASSOCIATE BROKER
MIKE COLLINS
SALES ASSOCIATE
P. O. Box 3
BEAVER ISLAND MI 49782
(231) 448-2433

Sea Kayak Instruction, Tours, Snorkeling... Call or email to register, or see our web site for more information:

www.vpnrealty.com

www.InlandSeasKayaking.com
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spent long hours trying to make decisions for the common good. We should
support their extensive effort.”
As the meeting concluded, a marked
decrease in antagonism was noted,
although the CCG was still determined
to press forward to achieve its goal of
broadening representation on the
BIRHC Board.
BIRHC Board Response to CCG
Unfortunately once remarks are
made they cannot be taken back. All that
can be done is to apologize. As I pointed
out at the beginning of the meeting, Don
Spencer has already publicly apologized
for his inappropriate remark and Joe
Reed has apologized for and acknowledged his inaccurate statement. In hindsight I can see that it would have been
better if I had had the presence of mind at
the time to state that the board did in fact
disagree with the inappropriate remarks.
But actions speak louder than spontaneous comments or the failure to make a
specific comment in a very pressured situation. The board demonstrated its belief
in the principles of the Open Meetings
Act by listening to over an hour of public
comment. Everyone who wanted to
make a comment was allowed to do so.
After public comment was closed and
the board attempted to respond many
members of the audience displayed very
disrespectful and inappropriate behavior
towards the board. I am aware of no apologies to the board by individuals who
interrupted, heckled, shouted, or booed
after we listened respectfully to them.
Nothing more can be done to change
what was said or not said by the board at

our July 15th meeting. All we can do is
move forward and continue to give our
best volunteer efforts to ensuring the
long-term welfare of the Health Center
and the community, which needs it so
badly.
No member of this board will be
resigning because comments made
under pressure do not outweigh hundreds of hours and years of dedicated service.
No member of this board will be
resigning because I am absolutely confident that no member of this board has
ever made a decision that was not based
on what they believed was in the best
interests of the Health Center and the
community.
No member of the board will be
resigning because each of us holds a
piece of knowledge and experience,
which is essential to the future success of
the Health Center.
And finally, no member of this
board will be resigning because we want
to be there to support our extremely capable transition manager, Arlene Brennan.
The only hope for permanent improvement of Health Center operations is to
allow her to finish the job she has thus far
done so well.
–Connie Wojan

From the Mainland to Beaver Island
and the Beaver Island Archipelago:
Hog, Whiskey, Squaw, Trout,
High, and Garden
1-877-823-8502 - 231-448-2309
Cell 231-620-2058

Ask about our Lighthouse Tours!

Letters to the Editor:
Be it known to all who hear or see
this letter that I, as of August 22, 2003 at
8:15 p.m., have never said the statement
“I am going to sue Connie Wojan” nor
have I ever planned to sue her or anyone
else on the Board of Directors of the
BIRHC.
–Cathy Bauman

islandhopper.beaverisland.net

GORDON'S AUTO CLINIC
Full Service Auto Repair
Winter Storage
Winter Snow Plowing
Vehicle Pick-Up & Delivery
Service
24-hour Wrecker Service
Year-round Auto Rental
GORDON HEIKKA, OWNER
Michigan Certified Master Mechanic MI10391
P.O. Box 175, St James, MI 49782

McDonough’s
Market

Gordon's
Auto
Clinic

* Lawn Care
* Clean Up’s
(231) 448-2438

(231) 448-2915
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An Open Letter to the Beaver Island Community
I sat in awe, silent, quietly taking
notes, at the Beaver Island Rural Health
Center's (BIRHC) board of directors
meeting on July15, 2003 as nearly 100
of my former patients requested the
board reinstate me.
I listened to the reasons given to the
public regarding the decision to not
renew my contract as of September 30,
2003. On July 19, 2003 at the initial
meeting of what has now become
known as the Concerned Citizens Group
(CCG), I requested that this supportive
contingent of my patients focus on the
most important issue, the delivery of
health care on Beaver Island, versus on
me. I attended the BIRHC's special meeting on August 5, 2003. I once again took
notes and remained silent as the board
discussed my compensation package in
a public arena, in addition to other
agenda items.
I returned to the Island yesterday,
August 14. I was informed last evening
that the board has now accused CCG of
being responsible for the poor sale of the
truck raffle tickets. I, now, feel it is time
for me to express my position. I find this
ironic. The decisions BIRHC's board
have taken and wish the community to
believe to be “right,” in my opinion,
only demonstrates their lack of commitment to the Island community and

25 Years Experience
with Trees

health care in general.
The Concerned Citizens Group is
aware that a change in the present
BIRHC board's composition is needed.
The board will be improved with the
addition of new members who have varied backgrounds, especially those with
strong medical backgrounds. A more
diverse membership is required if this
board is ever to truly represent this community. This change will take months
even with the community's support. It
will fail without it.
Those persons who signed the petition for my reinstatement and initially
supported the CCG should be aware that
I knew the present board would not reinstate me. I base this statement on previous and recent behaviors and events that
the community is now aware of. Those
of us who felt deflated upon leaving the
carefully orchestrated special meeting
on August 5, need to note that changes
have occurred. The president was in control of the meeting. Specific goals were
discussed and a mechanism established
for the acceptance of new board members. An appropriate mechanism for the
hiring of a new practitioner was established. There were community members
present who disagree with the CCG's
position. This is in the best interest of
this Island's health care system because

full community participation is needed,
now more than ever. I have expressed a
strong interest in returning to this Island
as a relief care provider following the
reorganization of the board. I believe
this can happen with the continued support of the CCG by the community.
I believe it is time for the board to
realize that this situation could have
been handled differently.
I believe that the two entities need to
work together to resolve this situation,
for they are one… consumers of health
care services provided by the Beaver
Island Rural Health Center's professional and clerical staff.
My family and I are relocating to the
Mesick area. School begins August 20,
2003, which required us to accomplish
our move in a timely manner. We plan to
move the weekend of August 22-24,
2003. Once we move into our new home
and have our new address and phone
number I'll post it. I cannot thank this
community enough for your support and
love. I have formed many strong friendships in these two short years. Those of
you who would like to keep in touch can
reach me at my new e-mail address:
wisemeis77@hotmail.com
It has been a privilege to be one of
your health care providers …
–Susan C. Meis B.S.N, PA-C

ISLAND TREE CARE Inc.

FREE Consultation
and Estimates

Fully Insured References Available

* PROFESSIONAL TREE TRIMMING
* STUMP REMOVAL or GRINDING

* LOT CLEARING
enhance your views
upgrade your trails

* FOR EMERGENCIES,
We’re AVAILABLE 24/7

* TREE REMOVAL
we use environmentallyfriendly equipment
* STORM CLEAN-UP
* LANDSCAPING
create a mini-orchard

Prompt Professional
Service

Please Call

(231) 448-2167

Carl Rasch (owner)
P.O. Box 474
Beaver Island, MI 49782
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The BIRHC Meeting of 8-19
After much anger and anguish on
both sides, the regular BIRHC August
meeting was quite well-mannered. An
audience of 45 listened closely as the
Board worked its way through a typical
lengthy agenda. The minutes were
accepted, the financial report approved,
and several reports delivered. Pete
LoDico explained the genesis and progress of the Housing Committee, including
the fact that 3 of the 5 acres donated by the
Traudt and Gill families were for senior
housing. His organization has applied for
a $100,000 grant and intends to apply for
$140,000 in credits; it will then borrow
the rest to build the first of three planned
structures.
Joe Reed updated the truck raffle:
with two weeks to go, 236 tickets had
been sold, which included 36 to Board
members. A Capital Campaign will seek
to raise $1.5 million over the next 3 years,
which will be kept in a reserve fund from
which the BIRHC will be able to borrow
capital in an emergency. The Charlevoix
County Community Foundation will manage this fund for a fee of 1.3%.
Thanks were given for in-kind contributions from Ed Wojan, Jim Wojan,
Munson Hospital, Providence Hospital,
Parker Motor Freight, and Universal
Sign.
Information distributed included

some interesting facts about the Medical
Center's patients. 12% have no insurance
this year, up from 11% last year. Use of
the Med Center is down 6%, although visits from residents have increased.
Construction of the new facility was
expected to reach the 48% mark by the
month’s end, and was on schedule. The
EMS had a particularly busy July, with 21
calls involving 28 patients. The dental
office is averaging just under 70 appointments a month.
Development of the Board was discussed, for which there is a limit of 3
terms. Five candidates have submitted an
application: Drs. Mark Folkening and
Brad Grassmick, and Eula Thomas,
Nancy Tritsch, and Angel Welke.
The question of how to bill Wendy
White for the utilities was discussed. She
was offered a flat rate of 11% of the building's utilities cost, based on her occupying
11% of the floor space. The other option
was to install an electric meter, but no one
wanted to pay the $5,000 cost. Rick
Speck said that a study could determine if
this would be a good investment for the
BIRHC Board.
The Transition Manager said 8 applications for the vacant position have been
received, 4 from PAs and 4 from NPs.
Some were eliminated, but 2 were interviewed by the staff and Dr. Newcomb.

Arlene also mentioned that collections have increased, and they're getting
more of the old accounts settled. She
passed out a comparison of the stated operational objectives with the results
achieved so far; the Board will digest this
and discuss it at the next meeting.
Jerry Sowa led off the public comments by suggesting that one billing clerk
was all we need, but that person should be
well-trained. Sharon Nix appeared on the
behalf on the CCG to request written
answers to six specific questions about
the BIRHC Board's status, funding, and
operation; some answers were at hand,
but others were promised for timely delivery. Wendy protested the Board wanting
her to pay $5,000 for a meter, which
would not be transferable to any other
location and hence could not be considered equipment. Gwen Marston seconded
an early comment about the importance of
having an Island dentist.
Cathy Bauman asked about the Open
Meetings Act, citing where she had
obtained a copy, and thought it was not
proper to require Board members to
donate money to the BIRHC as a condition of their appointment. The talk
returned briefly to Dr. White's dental practice, but shortly after 9:00 everyone present had been able to make their points, and
the meeting was adjourned.
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Powers’ Ace Hardware
(231) 448-2572
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26259 Main St. Beaver Island MI 49782
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Letters: Dr. Wendy White and the BIRHC

CCG Pledge Drive
On August 15th the Chairman of the
Concerned Citizens Group, reacting to
charges that his group had impeded sales
of chances on the raffle of a new truck,
met with BIRHC Board member Gerald
LaFreniere and pledged to buy at least
five of the hundred dollar tickets.
Further, the CCG hoped to increase the
number as a way of showing its support
for our Rural Health Center – a policy
also demonstrated by Chairman Kirk
McBride spelling BIRHC Board members at the grueling task of sitting in the
sun at the Boat Dock or McDonough's to
sell further tickets.

In my opinion there should be a separate electric meter installed for the dental portion of the new Health Center.
Now is the time to split the electric service and install the meter. A retroactive
installation will be much more costly.
The dentist who would serve this community, regardless of whom that might
be, should not have to pay for the installation of that separate meter. It should be
a general construction cost.
In addition, one board member questioned why the board was making things
so hard for Dr. White. The response was
that the items brought up so far were not
necessarily to be implemented but were
only “some possibilities.” It brought to
my mind an image of a child on the play-

ground surrounded by, and being jostled
by, a group of fellow students. They are
talking about hitting, kicking, knocking
down, and other forms of mayhem.
When a teacher intervenes, the response
is that they weren't saying they were actually going to harm their classmate …
they were only discussing “some possibilities.”
Perhaps some of the “possibilities”
should include thinking of ways to make
it easier and more pleasant for a dentist
to occupy space in the new clinic. That,
rather than continue on a course which
appears, on the surface, to be designed to
eliminate from the Island's medical
resources yet another valuable asset.
–John Boucher

The Charlevoix Airport
began the task of paving its parking lot
on August 25th. All cars parked there
were moved to the “overflow” area.

Letters: Safe Biking
The other day in town I almost hit a
little girl on a bike. She came out of
nowhere and suddenly was right in front
of my car. This wasn't the first time I've
experienced this on Beaver Island. And
I've talked with several others who
remarked how careless the children are
on their bikes.
Several years ago I hit a boy on a
bike downstate. I tried to miss him, but
couldn't. When we collided he went
flying and landed on my hood. I thought
he was dead. Luckily, he only wound up
with two broken legs and numerous
scratches and scrapes–but he survived. I
was devastated, and had nightmares for
months. My near collision the other day
brought those memories back to me with
such force that my hands trembled too
much for me to be able to continue
driving.
Please, parents, talk to your children, and teach them the bike safety
rules so we don't have a disaster on the
Island.
–Pat Rowley

Spectacular September Sale
End of Season Inventory Reduction

A Great Time to Shop Early for the Holidays
All In-Stock Items 15% off!
All Wicker and Outdoor Furniture 20% off!
All Red-Tag Items 30% off!

A Very Special Showing
Beginning Labor Day Weekend – Through September

Paintings and Drawings
by Grant Walters
On Display for Sale and Viewing – Come in and Browse
Our Showroom Hours for September Remain
10:00 - 5:00 Monday through Saturday
(closed Sunday)

But We Are Always Available To Open For Your Convenience
Just Call Any One of Us At Home – At Any Time
Judy or Liz (2441), Barb (2520), Nel (2495), Betty (2922), Beth (2820), or Jo (2345)

Our MONTAAGE Team is Always at Your Service!

28.

The Summer’s Softball Finale
Diane McDonough did an excellent job organizing two
leagues of slow-pitch softball for the school kids, who have
consistently earned their uniforms by making stunning plays
on a regular basis. The way they ran and hit and threw and
kept up the chatter, and ignored the occasional bloody scrape
or twisted ankle, they looked like they’ll be really good in a
few years. If they continue to work hard and develop the way
they’re going, they’re a snap to bring back the Homecoming
Trophy to its rightful place: on Beaver Island.

FOR SALE

SAILBOAT
FOR SALE:
13’ x 6’ New
England style
catboat.
Sailboat is in
excellent condition. Built
by Master Boat
Builder Phil
Gregg with B.I.
wood. $1200
including
trailer.
(231) 448-2518
or (734) 207-1556

Handcrafted
lampwork glass beads
and unique jewelry
by Nancy M. Peterson
734-665-0019 Ann Arbor
448-2205 Beaver Island
See jewelry at Livingstone Studio
or visit

www.beaverislandjewelry.com

C

harming, small log home located on 2.1 acres in the
quiet, country area of Beaver Island. Cozy and
1½ story
comfortable throughout the seasons, this 1½
home was built in 1988 with whole Island logs handscribed to fit without chinking. Features a covered front
porch with gardens, a spacious back deck, many natural
views and great wildlife watching. The property also
has an insulated, framed barn with room for cars, boats
and/or a workshop. Property Value: $175,000.00
27190 Sloptown Road, Beaver Island Michigan
For Sale by Owners Jon & Suzy Bonadeo
Box 194, Beaver Island, MI

(231) 448-2489

29.

Homecoming Celebrations
Beautiful weather, wonderful skies – what more did we
want? A few more wins in the Bud McDonough Memorial
Tournament would have been nice, to earn back the prestige
we enjoyed when none could run faster or throw straighter or
hit the ball farther over the fence than the members of the
mighty Island teams.
This year 8 teams battled it out: Flight Deck/Top Rank,
Gray Gables, Tom's IGA, Swanson's, H & D, Mark White
Paints, and Bergman Marine from Charlevoix; Universal

Sign from Grand Rapids; and TDS Telecom (which scored
17 runs in one inning) from Spring Lake. Our hopes were
vested in last year’s winner, McDonough's Market.
TDS Telecom finished in first place; Gray Gables in second; and Bergman Marine in third. Even though we didn’t
win, we can take some consolation in the fact that TDS was
the second Beaver Island team at one time. When asked what
had gone wrong, slugger Tim McDonough only had one comment: “Wait 'til next year!”

Tight’s Hill Feed Supply
in conjunction with Ellsworth Farm Exchange

is now supplying and stocking
All Your Farm and Domestic
Feeds on Beaver Island.
a unique destination

Relaxed elegance in the beautiful north woods
with a half mile of Lake Michigan beach
frontage ... where delicious food, gracious
accommodations, and warm hospitality beckon
you back again and again.

For reservations and information

(231) 448-3094
www.deerwood.net

Egg Layer, Scratch, Rabbit, Corn,
Wild Bird & Sunflower Seeds.
Same Prices as Ellsworth.
Cash & Carry.
Let us know what you need so we
can have it through winter.
please call
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ALAMO
SEAMLESS GUTTERS
will be coming to Beaver Island
(Labor Day Weekend) to do
FREE ESTIMATES for those
in need of gutter services. Call
to schedule a visit:

(231) 526-7343

Beaver Island
Fresh & Smoked
White Fish
Open 9 - 5
448-3065
Next to the Toy Museum

Letters: Lake Geneserath Fishing Contest Called Off
The AmVets have decided to cancel
the Fis hin g Tourn ame nt we had
planned for the weekend after Labor
Day. Apparently we generated an enormous amount of controversy from
some members of the Wildlife Club and
some of the property owners on Lake
Geneserath. This was obviously not
our intent. It may be appropriate to tell
you exactly what our intent was:
1.) To continue and enhance the
Walleye Stocking Program by generating funds for the project. The primary
problem is the overpopulation of Pike
which eat the Walleye fry as fast as they
are introduced. The bulk of the proceeds would have been spent for this
purpose, with the remainder supporting
Island projects such as our scholarship
program, the flags, etc. As the first of
probably several tournaments, this
could have easily generated $15,000 to
$20,000 which would have paid for a
signif icant number of 9” to 10”
Walleye, and eliminated an equally significant number of Pike.
2.) Whether we admit it, like it, or
have no position one way or the other,
the life blood and economic base of the
Island is construction and tourism. We
had anticipated 30 to 40 participants
from Island fishermen, and perhaps 50
to 60, with their families, from the
Mainland. It is difficult to estimate the
economic benefit and value of the publicity; probably $75,000 to $100,000
per year.
To the property owners on the lake:
as previously stated, our purpose was to
enhance the Walleye population of the
lake, not to make it “the walleyefishing capital of the world!” We
already have one of those in Lake Erie’s
Western Basin. The DNR has a stated

goal to make Lake Geneserath a viable
public fishing site. I emphasize the
word “public.” We were threatened
with legal action to prevent the tournament. The U.S. Constitution clearly
states in the 5th Amendment that the
government cannot take private property for public use without just compensation. Conversely, one cannot take
public property for private use!
Certainly not by Eminent Domain. The
only legal way is to buy the property.
To the Wildlife Club, please understand we were faced with serious time
constraints. It’s not that we wouldn’t
have valued your input, but by the time
we could have arranged special meetings the window of opportunity would
have been closed for a fall tournament.
Everyone I talked to was extremely positive, both as to the goal and the timing.
The AmVets had a special meeting and
the consensus was to proceed ASAP,
knowing we could cancel if the need
arose. I have owned six different small,
small lakes in Southern Indiana, three
of which I built from scratch. Whether
the lake is six acres or six hundred, the
development and maintenance principles are the same. First and foremost is
to maintain a proper balance among the
species, then to maintain the quality of
the water via controlling the run-off, the
amount and type of aquatic weeds, and
algae.
To the fishermen on the Island,
sorry guys! We could have supported a
good cause, had a lot of fun, and who
knows, one of you may have gone home
with a $25,000 check in your pocket.
If someone wants to pursue the
idea, feel free. My sentiments can best
be expressed using the Caribbean slang
“not me mon!”
–Don Bair

“The Lucky 7” Walleye
FREE Deluxe Continental Breakfast
In-room Refrigerator & Microwave
Outdoor Pool * Indoor Hot Tub Spa Tower
All Rooms have 25" TV/VCRs

RATES FROM $41.00 off season
231

photo thanks to Jeff Powers

Even though the pond had a disappointing start, seven additional healthy
fish were discovered when Wildlife
Club volunteers showed up on July 23 rd
for a second seining. Michigan’s walleye
ponds produced only a fraction of their
usual yield this year. The Wildlife Club
intends to plant rye, condition the water
for a month prior to fish arriving next
year, and oxygenate the pond.
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Photos thanks to Lisa Gillespie

PABI's Goofy Golf a Smashing Success
The thunderstorms predicted for
the morning of July 31st passed by, and
the participants in Beaver Island's first
annual Goofy Golf Tournament
enjoyed sunny skies. Six teams of four
players each, plus a following of astute
kibitzers, battled through the Onearmed and Lawn Chair Drives, only to
be faced with the dreaded Pool Stick
Putt.
The winning team, carried by Beth
Anne Lucas, was Dick Derosia, Nick
Spanhak, and Jeff Mestelle, with a score
of 39. Their genuine plastic-plated

trophies now surely occupy a prominent place on their mantels.
The last-place team of Hilary
Hunting, Jeremy Morgan, Mary Kay
McPherson, Jen Moore, and observer
Jenny Bousquet received medals as
well, which proved they had a lot of …
let's say fun. Jeremy even showed up in
a dress, which resulted in him being
awarded a special Beaver Island T-shirt.
Nel Worsford won a similar T-shirt
for coming closest to the #9 hole with a
great drive.
PABI will add the $325 earned from

this event to its Community Center
building fund. Many thanks to those
who donated money even though they
couldn't play, to Bob and Sue Welke for
all their help, to Marge Charbeneau for
finding golfers, to Denise McDonough
for coming up with so many Goofy
ideas, to Cindy Cushman for the
Bli ndf old s, to Bea ver Gem s for
donating the trophies, to John, Trudy,
John Jr. and Carolyn Works for letting
us have the Tournament, and, last but
certainly not least, to God for holding
off the rain!
–Lisa Gillespie

CARY CONCRETE LTD
Greg Cary - Owner

Licensed Builder

Automated Batch Plant * Redi-Mix & Insulated Foam Poured Walls
Garages * Basements * Fireplaces * Sidewalks * Driveways
Concrete Pouring Available
Unlimited Masonry & Cement Work Supplies
Call Now for a Free Estimate

(231) 448-2242
36520 Kings Hwy.
Beaver Island, MI 49782
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Letters to the Editor:

The Egg Lake Seven
I am certain you are aware of recent efforts by the “Egg Lake
Seven” to extend their rudeness and ignorance of the rights of
property owners afforded them by the 5th Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States of America. These “well
intentioned people” must think that all rights of ownership of land
should be subject to their purview. I have long chosen to ignore
their rudeness and ignorance even though they dropped their little
“bombshell” after I left with my wife and others for the twinning
ceremony in Ireland. Not once, ever, was I asked what was
occurring at Egg Lake.
Without the benefit of even a question I (as well as the
property owner) was subjected to a review by the Corps of
Engineers and the D.E.Q. The review passed with flying colors.
The point being, if the property owner and this writer survived that
sneak attack it seems very unreasonable that any ordinance
changes or increases should be overlaid on State and Federal
guidelines already in place. Why don't we have these peoples'
properties thoroughly reviewed and restored to their “natural
state” should there be any evidence that there could have been
precious biological plant life there?
Beaver Island has gotten very sick with people who think they
should have the right to control other people's property. The right
of Island people to make a living is challenged by people living
next door or driving by! What is going on? Witness a simple
application by a property owner to mine gravel on 120 acres! The
adjoining property owner is some 1000' feet away but feels that
this infringes on “their” property rights. What about the rights of
Island people to make a living?
While I am at it, why do the State Police come to this Island for
one of the most important weekends of the summer season only to
cause panic and stop people for ridiculous reasons? Sure, people
are having a good time; that is what Homecoming is about! Just as
they could write a ticket they could be helpful and considerate of
the fact that a very long winter is coming for the people of this
Island, whether they clear land, mine gravel, or run a restaurant or
tavern to entertain the visitors and even the whiners and complainers who came here to enjoy their own little bit of “paradise” (but
don't mind stepping over the property line). The township boards
and planning commissions had best follow the rule book they have
in front of them. Interpretation and emotion cannot rule the day;
you have to follow the guidelines you have in front of you!
Simple, CONSTITUTIONAL!!!
–Rich Gillespie

FOCHTMAN CARQUEST of CHARLEVOIX
Dave Cole,
manager
1516 S. Bridge Street (231) 547-7069
Charlevoix MI 49720 (800) 642-4005
Hours: Monday – Friday, 7:30 – 5:30;
Saturday, 8:00 – 4:00
We will deliver to the boat or plane any time
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Letters to the Editor:

Restrictions Impact Land Values
I attended the St. James Township Board meeting on August 6,
2003. At this meeting a proposal by a local environmental group
was discussed. Mr. Don Vyse indicated that the proper place for
the proposal to be introduced would be at the next meeting of the
St. James Township Planning Commission.
After hearing which areas would be designated for protection
by this environmental group, I was surprised to learn that the entire
stretch of Donegal Bay would be included. Most of Donegal Bay
is a platted subdivision with numerous owners.
My concern is that this group will add one more hurdle for
property owners on Donegal Bay by imposing new restrictions on
the use of property. At the present time several governmental
agencies enforce very restrictive rules on how owners can use and
develop their properties on Donegal Bay. My feeling is that the
regulations which this group might propose, if enacted, could
easily render our property either valueless, or so greatly depreciated, that Donegal Bay property owners would stand to lose a great
deal of money. I believe that the courts have ruled that any
regulations that would depreciate the value of property held, or
render it valueless, is unconstitutional without reimbursement to
the property holder. This proposal, which severely restricts
property development on Donegal Bay, would make St. James
Township liable for several millions of dollars, which the
Township cannot afford.
– Kenneth Jay Taylor

Beaver Island on the WMTA Cover
Through the diligence of the Chamber of Commerce, Beaver
Island's fall mystery was pictured on the cover of the Western
Michigan Tourist Association’s magazine, West Michigan
Carefree Travel. The magazine has a distribution of 100,000 copies. Inside a handful of merchants bought a page opposite a proposed “circle tour” on the East Side–South End–West Side
Roads, which also plugs the upcoming “Bite of Beaver.”

I Love to Garden!!! Let me weed
and plant your annuals, perennials, or bulbs
and shrubs. I will design, advise, order,
amend your soil, and plant in spring or fall.
Call Pam at 448-2206 to add your name to the list of
satisfied clients!!! References upon request.

Jim Wojan Excavating

For all your
site work needs
Excavating Driveways Roadwork
Clearing Tree Removal
Septic systems
Black Dirt or Fill Rock Placement
“Have it done right!”
Call Jim Wojan Excavating

448-2295
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NEW HOUSE FOR SALE On a nice wooded lot
in the Port. St. James.

FOR RENT: The
Fisherman’s House.
Great ‘In-Town’
location. 4 BR/2 Bath;
W/D; Beautifully
appointed. For availability, call Bill or Tammy
(231) 448-2499
mcdonoughsmarket.com/rentals

100 Acre Parcel Available $1500/acre. Hunting, vacation,
or investment property. Call
(231) 448-2167 or (231) 237-0173
80 Acre Parcel Hunting Property
Available at the South End of the Island.
$1350/acre. Call
(231) 448-2167 or (231) 237-0173
COMMERCIAL BUILDING ON
MAIN STREET:
Prime retail or office - references,
deposit and lease required.
Contact John Johnson (616) 842-8214
or (231) 448-2533 or
Cloud9@chartermi.net

Classified Ads
Real Estate, For Sale:
LAKE MICHIGAN LOT - 175 feet of
frontage overlooking Garden Island and
Hog Island. Pebble and sand shoreline
near Lookout Point. Call (616) 636-5685.
PORT ST. JAMES - 3 Wooded Lots
#727,728,729 A few blocks to Font Lake,
1/2 mile to Lake Mich. $29,000 for all 3.
$5000 down, will finance bal. Call owner
in FL (352) 326-8979
COTTAGE SITE - Vacant wooded lot in
Port St. James. Power, perked, ready for
building. Call owner (269) 857-6084.
CUSTOM HOME - 800 sq. ft. Partially
finished on ten acres. Call Mike Collins at
VPN. (231) 448-2433. $115,000.
BEAVER ISLAND HARBOR Protected Harbor site: 60' Lake frontage
by 250' deep. North of Toy Museum.
Call (231) 448-2391.

Contact Ernie Martin at (231) 448-2342

HOUSE FOR LEASE:
Three BRs, two and one half bath
house for lease. Located right on the
south side of the harbor with a great
view. 5 minutes to town but a
private location too. For more
information call Robert at
(231) 448-2235

GREAT LOTS FOR COTTAGE IN
PORT ST. JAMES:
3 to choose from.
Wooded, power, perked,
Lake Michigan access nearby. Call
Owner (269) 857-6084

PARCEL ON GARDEN ISLAND
HARBOR FOR SALE:
1000+ feet of Lake Michigan / Indian
Harbor lake frontage on Garden Island.
One of a kind property. 8 acres. Land
Contract Terms. $195,000.
Contact Jayson Welser,
Box 357,
Grayling Michigan 49738.
(989) 619-2800.
jaysonwelser@hotmail.com

Real Estate, For Rent:
CEDAR COTTAGE - on a bluff with
view of harbor and mainland. ¼ mile
south of Catholic Church. 2 BRs, 1dbl.
bed, 2 single;. TV/VCR, grill, complete
kitchen, washer. No pets. $540/wk.
(734) 769-7565 (day), (734) 475-6178
(evenings).
BEACHFRONT HOUSE FOR RENT Exciting cottage with view of High Island
from large deck. Open floor plan, huge
windows on extremely private beach. 2
BRs with 2 full beds + loft with 2 twins.
1½ baths, TV/VCR, W/D, microwave, gas
grill, all amenities. $1095/week; spring &
fall $895. Limit 6 people.
Call (706) 268-2022, (219) 874-4676.
May to Nov: 448-2001.
HOME ON BEAUTIFUL FOX LAKE Sleeps 6. Great fishing. $100/day or
$600/week. Call (616) 394-5165 or
(231) 448-2286

FOR RENT: Beachfront Home for rent
with 3BR and loft–total 5 beds, hot tub,
gorgeous views, solitude, wood stove,
May-Sept. $950 / Off-season $795.
Call Perry at (313) 530-9776
or e-mail pgatliff@hotmail.com.
TO PLACE AN AD, call the
Beaver Beacon at (231) 448-2476 or
e-mail beacon@beaverbeacon.com

DONEGAL BAY - 3 BR 2 bath Home;
sleeps 6; many amenities. $830 a week.
Reduced rates for off-season.
Phone (313) 885-7393, after 4:00 p.m.
WEEKLY RENTAL-Harbor Beach
Two-bedroom Condos. $475/week. Call
Carol Wiereng a at (231) 448-2 808,
(231) 448-2598 or (231) 448-2596.
WATERFRONT COTTAGE - On the
east side. Available by the week or
weekend. One BR, full kitchen and bath.
Enjoy the water and the woods, year
round. Off-season rates. Complete
privacy. (231) 448-2907.
DONEGAL BAY COTTAGE - On dune
with private beach access and the best
swimming and sunsets on the Island. 3
BR, sleeps 6, 1 bath, washer/dryer.
Kayaks and bikes for your use. $700/
week. Off-season rates available. Dana
Luscombe evenings: (248) 549-2701
days: (248) 546-6680.
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HOUSE FOR SALE: 38745 Squaw
Island Ct. in the Port St. James.
Interior not yet finished so you can
finish it exactly how you like.
Electrical and plumbing have been run
and it is connected to GLE. $59,000
Call Ed Wojan Realty (231) 448-2711

RENTAL ATTRACTION ON FONT
LAKE: 3-4 BR, 2 BA home, fully
furnished with all the amenities. Sleeps
7. Beautiful view of lake and sunrises.
New owners of this high-demand rental
are taking reservations now, $750/week.
Off season rates available.
Call Helena Webster (734) 730-8918
today; email hwebster18@yahoo.com

FOR RENT:
House and cabin in the woods for rent
on the East Side Drive. Both 3 BR and
sleep six. Both have washer, dryer, and
2 baths. Campfire pits and wood
provided. Property connects to major
hiking/nature trails. Quiet and secluded,
on the east side - one mile from State
campground and beautiful beach.
Please call (616) 897-8564.

FOR SALE:
Beautiful New Home
located in Port St.
James, 1,800 sq. ft.
home, planned for
efficient living: 3
bedrooms and 2 full
bathrooms, Cathedral
ceilings (T & G Pine),
large open loft, master
suite with walk-in
closet and master
bath. Wrap-around
covered porches,
steep roofline with
dormers, cedar siding.
Beautiful wooded
double lot. Quiet setting. One mile to Port St. James private beach on Lake
Michigan. 1.5 miles to St. James village.
Call Ed Wojan Realty: (231) 448-2711 or 1-800-268-2711

WESTPORT - Spacious, comfortable,
and convenient turn-key home: 3 bedrooms. In town-limits. (231) 409-7922 or
(231) 943-7989 / P.O. Box 110, Beaver
Island, MI 49782.
WEEKLY RENTAL - Lake front “The
Last Resort” 2 BR house on Sand Bay,
great view, beautiful sunrise, laundry pair,
1 ½ bath. Phone Bill McDonough at
(231) 448-2733 (days).
2 BR, 1 1/2 BATH HOME IN TOWN one block from Harbor. Sleeps 5-6. All
appliances incl. Laundry. $600 per week.
Off season rates NO pets. No Smoking.
(614) 899-9922.
FLORIDA HOUSE FOR RENT Spacious 3-bedroom, 2-bath home in Port
Charlotte, FL (just north of Fort Myers).
Swimming pool, fruit trees, near golf
course. 3 miles to Gulf shoreline. By
week or month. Call Laura Gillespie (231)
448-2366.

Cars, Trucks, Tractors & Trailers:
C R AW L E R T R A C T O R - ‘ 7 9
Caterpiller 931B. Asking $20,000.
Excellent condition. Newly rebuilt
engine. (231) 448-2342
Boats, Planes, and... Snowmobiles:
1986 BAYLINER 28’ - New 265 hp
engine. Very good shape. Asking $16,500.
(231) 448-2342
1996 POLARIS SNOWMOBILE - XLT
600 2-up: electric start, reverse, excellent
shape: $2,800. Call (231) 448-2609
Services:
STORAGE UNITS - You lock it, you
leave it! Emerald Isle Storage.
(231) 448-2577
CERTIFIED MASSAGE THERAPIST
- specializing in therapeutic acupressure,
reflexology and relaxation. Relax, enjoy
and recharge. Reasonable rates. Call for
appointment. Karen (231) 448-2266.

FOR RENT: Beautiful secluded new
chalet near Donegal Bay’s beach and
gorgeous sunsets. 3 BR, 2 Bath. MBR
has garden tub. W/DR/TV/VCR/Grill.
Upon availability, bikes & auto for your
use. Sleeps 6-8. No Pets. $700/week.
Ask about our 3-day package.
Call (708) 389-0621 (evenings)

Calendar of Events
Sept. 3
Sept. 3
Sept. 10
Sept. 10
Sept. 13
Sept. 14
Sept. 16
Sept. 17
Sept. 22
Sept. 24

Mosaic Project with Pam
O’Brien, 448-2744 to register
St. James Twp. 8:00 pm
Charlevoix County
Commissioners, 2:00 pm,
Peaine Hall
Peaine Township 8:00 pm
Community Health Fair, 8:00
am, Beaver Island School
House Party at Dusty & Cindy
Cushman-Gillespie’s, 4 - 8 pm
BIRHC meeting, St. James
Township Hall, 7:00 p.m.
Papermaking with Cindy
Ricksgers, 448-2744 to register
Free. 6 - 9, Peaine Twp. Hall.
County Road Commission,
10:00 am, Peaine Twp. Hall
Introduction to Quilting. Free.
Call 448-2744 to register.
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