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Beaver Beacon
The Island Monthly Since 1955

Museum Week 2003
Beaver Islanders stand behind their healthcare providers
The Topsail Schooner Amistad sails into Paradise Bay; Harbor Parking Lot Proposed
Beaver Island News, Events, Photography, History, People, Art, and lots more...

McDonough's Market
Since 1933
On America's Beautiful "Emerald Isle"
38240 Michigan Avenue
Beaver Island, MI 49782
(231) 448-2733

Fresh bakery items daily, espresso, cappuccino, deli salads,
sandwiches, pizza, ice cream, soft drinks, and much more!
Eat in or take out. (231) 448-2736.

Full line of groceries. Custom-cut meat. Fresh
produce, Beer, Wine, Liquor, Block & cube
ice. Movie rentals. Post cards. Beaver Island
clothing, Hardware, Toys, Public Telephone.
Small & major appliances, Greeting cards,
Notary service. Michigan lottery. Fax, Money
orders & transfers, Island maps.
www.mcdonoughsmarket.com

ISLAND AIRWAYS
Fly to Beaver Island
Providing more than 58 years of continuous service
1945-2003
Discover Beaver Island

!
!
!
!
!

15 minute flights to and from Beaver Island daily
Numerous flights daily throughout the year
Please call ahead for reservations
Year round freight provider - we are happy to haul big or small
Air Tours and Color Tours available

Personal Travel

! Airline connections made easy (Pellston, Traverse City, & Escanaba)
! Year-round service. Call for rates and reservations
! Let us come to your hometown and pick you up!

Toll Free (800) 524-6895 Charlevoix (231) 547-2141 Beaver Island (231) 448-2071
www.islandairways.com
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BRIDGE
For all
your book
STREET
ordering
needs
B O O
K
S H O P
So many ways to stay in touch...
OPEN 7 DAYS YEAR-ROUND
407 Bridge Street
Charlevoix, MI 49720
(231) 547-7323
Toll Free Nationwide
The Bridge
Street
(800) 729-3949
Fax (231) 547-0416
Book
Shop
Web-Site charlevoixbooks.com
(231)
547
Special
Orders7323
Welcome!

REWARD
Wall Systems

! Superior insulating value
–over R32
! Greater strength than a
block wall
! Outdoor sound reduction
Call for more information

BONADEO
enterprises, inc.

448-2489
20 years Island masonry experience and
Charlevoix County’s only factory trained
Reward Wall Systems dealer.

PABI Launches a Revised Plan
The Board of Directors of the
Prese rvati on Assoc iatio n of Beave r
Island announced the selection of the
architectural firm of Cox, Medendorp &
Olson of Grand Rapids, Michigan to
design the new Community House.
Cox, Medendorp & Olson have completed a number of historic restoration
and civic projects since the firm was
founded in 1981. From the restoration of
the oldest church in Grand Rapids to the
green wonder of the Frederik Meijer
Gardens, the firm has a solid history of
integrating design and function.
Robert E. Olson, President, stated:
“The uniqueness of Beaver Island will
need to be reflected in the architecture.
We will not be giving you a version of any
other project we have completed. This
Center will be specific to your Island community, and will reflect its cultural heritage and values. Our goal is a Center that
serves and enhances your diverse and

artistic community, while on a purely
emotional level providing a new beacon
of sorts, welcoming residents and visitors
back home.”
Community ideas and dreams are an
important ingredient in the planning process, along with the financial contribution of generous donors. As of this date
twenty-five “Founding Families” have
contributed generously to move closer to
the dream. “We have faith that the support will continue all the way to our goal
and beyond,” said Judy Lanier, Board
President.
Robert Olson and Bob Pomeroy will
be on the Island for three days, July 28,
29, & 30, to hear from community members and develop a schematic design.
Additional community interaction and
presentations will be scheduled over the
next few months.
For more information, contact Judy
Lanier, 448-2441.

PABI Sunset Picnic Update
Sunday August 17th the St. James
pavilion on Donegal Bay will again be the
site of PABI's Sunset Picnic. A full array
of delicious foods will be offered, an
assortment promising to please everyone's palate. There will be live Beaver
Island music and a champagne toast at
sunset. Reservations may be made by
calling Sue Welke at 448-2787 or thru any
board member. Donation requested is
$25.00. You are asked to bring your own

drinks other than coffee or punch, and a
lawn chair. The event begins at 6 p.m.
Thanks to all those who made PABI's
first Summer Solstice Sunrise picnic on
June 21st a success. Although the Almanac
gave us the east coast sunrise time, many
guests viewed the phenomenon an hour
later than printed. The food and weather
were grand but the people made it a
special time and place. We look forward
to next year’s Sunrise Breakfast.

Jerry's Daughter Weds

Floral Designs
by Colleen
Weddings Funerals
Fresh Arrangements
Corsages Weekly Specials
Bedding Plants Plant Care
Dried and Silk Arrangements
Colleen Currier-Hart
(Beaver Island Related)

(231) 547 -1130
1 -800 -408 -1130
1516 S. Bridge St. Charlevoix, MI

In early July, Becky LaFreniere and Whisk ey Point Light by Rever end
Tim Gerace were married in front of the Howard Davis. Congratulations!

Ryan Smith Construction
Licensed Contractor

Remodels
Integrity
Additions
Efficiency
New Construction Quality Craftsmanship
Ryan Smith

(231) 448-2393 or 448-2601
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AMVETS sponsor big-time Fishing Tourney
The first annual AmVets Beaver
Island Walleye fishing tournament will
be held September 6th & 7th on Lake
Geneserath.
Prizes will be as follows:
! $25,000 winning tagged walleye,
! $800 biggest northern,
! $500 most northern,
! $300 second most northern,
! $200 biggest small-mouth, and
! $200 biggest large-mouth.
The purpose of the tournament is to
reduce the overstocked northern population and increase the walleye –
there is no size limit on
00
northern, so bring in as
5,0
$2
many as you can. Walleye
will be catch and release,
except for the money fish. Proceeds will
be used to continue the walleye program
and other worthwhile Island projects.
There will be a pre-contest
party at the church hall Friday
September 5th. Chicken cooked
over an open fire with all the
trimmings will be provided by
the Ladies Amvets Aux. The
party is included in the entry
fee. Guests will be expected to
make a free will offering.
Boats from Charlevoix can be sent
on the Emerald Isle prior to the tournament. Vehicles will be provided to launch
and retrieve your boat. Space on the
Emerald Isle is limited; those sent over
early will be stored in the fenced boat
company parking lot. Boats left on the
lake overnight will be beached in a designated area with security provided. Please
power wash your boat prior to transport-

ing it to the island to avoid introducing
Zebra mussels or other undesirable
organisms into this pristine lake.
Alternately facilities are available at the
car wash on the Island to wash your boat
if it isn’t possible beforehand.
There are also a few
small boat rentals
available on the
Island.
All fish must be
caught in a conventional
sporting manner: rod,
reel, pole, hooks, line,
etc., and according to the
State of Michigan fishing regulations,
except no size or bag limit on northern.
The tagged walleye will be released no
earlier than five days or later than two
days prior to commencement of the
tournament.
Participants will be limited to
150, so register early to ensure a
spot. Register in Charlevoix at
Haggard's Plumbing & Heating,
06328 U.S. South, P.O. Box 35,
(231) 547-4046. On the Island register with Rich Gillespie at
Beaver Island Realty, (231)
448-2577.
Register before August
16th for $165; before August 27th, $175;
or $185 before September 3rd. Further
information on the rules will be included
on the registration forms.
Come and enjoy a fun end-of-the
summer weekend and support a good
cause. For information, please call Don
Bair (231) 448-2185 or Doug Hartle
(231) 448-2368.

A-1 Masonry
Tom Matela

Three generations of experience

Stone Tile Flatwork
Brick Block Pavers
Fireplaces Walkways
Driveways Barbeques
Call me for all your
masonry needs: 448-3168

Michael Collins
Licensed Builder

New Construction
Remodeling
26235 Main Street
Beaver Island, MI
49782

BANK

ONE

®

Cathleen A Jones
Loan Officer
Beaver Island Property Owner

BankOne in Grand Rapids
phone (616) 771-7415
on-line access to your
investment accounts
roll-over mortgages at today’s
best rates
refinance, or construction
loans plus end mortgages
1265 Linwood Dr. NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49544-7735
(616) 771-7415
Equal Housing Lender
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A Fabulous Flight to Beaver
The morning of July 23 found eighteen Washington Islanders gathered for
a terrific trip to our sister island, Beaver
Island. Bill Morris had arranged for a
fl ig ht of tw o Br it ta ny No rm an
Islanders. It took just 45 minutes from
our island to theirs. Bill had reserved
two vans and a Geo Tracker for our
Beaver Island ramblings. Each vehicle
took its own route to tour the Island.
The weather was PERFECT: about 70
degrees with a slight breeze and just a
few puffy clouds on the horizon. After
coffee and (for some of us) some sticky
buns, the group I was with took off for
the south end to see the lighthouse,
with stops at the Central Michigan
University Biological Station and the
Protar Cabin. After returning to the
downtown we had an excellent leisurely lunch at the Shamrock. Then we
each went our own way again. Several
visited the Print Shop Museum, the
Marine Museum, and the library. Of
course gift shops also received some
attention.
There was a lot of discussion about
similarities and differences between
Beaver and Washington Islands. Most
of Beaver's roads are not paved, where
most of ours are. We have only one airport and our runways are grass. Not all
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All dough is made from scratch!
Call Ahead * Entrance @ the
rear door of the Brothers’ Place
Wed - Sun 5 pm - 9 pm, Fri - Sat till
10 pm - closed Monday & Tuesday;
Lunch Wednesdays, 11 am - 1 pm

231-448-2902 or 448-2204

Beaver's roads are plowed in winter but
that's undoubtedly because our winter
population is spread out all over the
island where most of Beaver's yearround residents live in a rather small
portion of the Island around St. James
Bay. There are about ten inland lakes to
our one. And sand: LOTS of sand on
Beaver. I suspect Washington Island
would happily exchange some of our
rock for some of Beaver's sand.
Apparently there is little problem passing perk tests on Beaver. I hope that in
the near future the Washington Island
city fathers and those from Beaver
Island might have an exchange trip. We
could learn a lot from each other. Due
to the favorable wind the return trip
took only 31 minutes. I believe all eighteen participants hope to return.
-Bill Olson

New EMTs on the Scene
The sun must be smiling on Beaver
Island, because at least four residents
heard that they've passed the test to
become EMTs: Ken Bruland, Cindy
Gillespie-Cushman, Forrest Powers,
and Karen Whitecraft. What's more,
there might be another: Joannie
Adams, whose complete test results
aren't yet available.
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The Chamber Expands Weather or Not
The dog days of summer are
‘Bite of Beaver’ Fall Events finally here, that brief flirtation this
The Beaver Island Chamber of
Commerce has expanded its “Bite of
nd
Beaver” for the 2 edition, scheduled
th
for October 4 and 5th. The food fest will
return for the early evening of that
Saturday, with even more delicacies
prepared by Island chefs. That evening
there'll also be a Barn Dance at
McCafferty's Equestrian Center, and a
return and expansion of last year’s old
car show. Mike and Gail Weede are
adding a running event, the “Beaver
Boogie,” a 5K/10K race. For more
information keep checking the
Chamber of Commerce web site,
www.beaverisland.org
In addition, the Chamber intends to
revise the 1977 Island map, which it's
been selling for a few years, and
produce and distribute tens of thousands of rack cards.

Digging up Beaver
Former BIHS teacher Terri Bussey
brought 32 of her Sutton’s Bay archaeology students here for a week-long dig.
Some spent three days on Garden.
They also worked behind the Hardware
Store, in back of the Print Shop, and at
Greenes’ Bay. The results are due soon.

portion of the globe has with truly
warm weather. The “season” is in full
swing, and as hectic as it may be, it is
indeed all too short. Before we know
it, the chill will return to the air, the
colors of dying leaves spring-up
before us and we'll have to start
waving again. So, soak in the summer
whilst you can.
The summer has been rather mild.
Professor Adams at the University said
that this is caused by Lake Superior
having nearly froze over this past
winter. I blame it on Richie.
Either way the temps have been
noticeably cooler than summers past.
August should shake this off, slightly,
with the mercury climbing into the
eighties for the first half of the month.
After that, its frost on the pumpkins
with a late Indian Summer in the
beginning of October.
Once again, slip off your shoes,
plunk your toes in the Lake, crack a
cold one, and enjoy the heat.
–Liam Racine

The Nina Sails In
th

On July 24 we had a wonderful
visit by a replica of Columbus’s Nina.
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Beaver Island Sweats & Tees

Cards & Stationery

Ladies Apparel

Nature Books
& Children's Books

Mens Apparel
Bibles and Christian
Literature

Sandals
Water Shoes
Unique Jewelry

oat-tique
Beaver B

Tapes & CDs

The

Convent
in the Village

Beautiful Harbor View
Full Housekeeping Home
Sleeps 16
7 Bedrooms w/ sinks
Fully-equipped Kitchen
Beach Access
Great for Multi-Family Groups
Family Reunions
Business Retreats
Open Year Round
Weekly Rental in season
2-night minimum off-season

Call 448-2902
for more Information

Martin Well Drilling
&

Residential and
Commercial

&

Water Wells: 4", 5",
and larger

&

Modern Rotary
Well Rig

Also ...
& Pump Installations
&

Well Repairs

If you want a well now,
I have the equipment.

Call Bud @ 448-2197
or 448-2397

Irish Gifts
Bath Products

In the Heart of the Harbor
Phone (231) 448-2584

Martin
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On This Date
Ten Years Ago The Beacon of August,
1993, opened with a story of the procurement of the Bradley lifeboat, which has hung
in the Marine Museum ever since. The Carl
D. Bradley went down in 1958 southwest of
Gull Island–the largest ship to sink in the
Great Lakes until the Edmund
Fitzgerald–with a loss of all but two of the
35 on board. The lifeboat, known as Carl D
Bradley No. 1, was one of the few things salvaged. It wound up as the property of the
Great Lakes Historical Society, but they sold
it at auction to “buyer unknown.”
At a meeting of the Great Lakes Ferry
Boat Association Bill McDonough was chatting with Captain Duggan of the Put-in Bay
Ferry Company. He mentioned that he'd
picked up the Bradley lifeboat. Without hesitating, Bill replied, “Well you'll just have to
pick up something else, because that belongs
on Beaver Island.” Bill negotiated its acquisition, arranged to have it towed here on
Vince Olach's trailer, and donated it to the
BIHS. They in turn asked Phil Gregg to
restore it, which he finished this past spring.
Pam O'Brien, the Chamber's Office
Manager, reported that through August projections were that 810 phone calls had come
in, and 843 visitors stopped by.
The Township minutes reported that a
new assistant manager was hired at the
Transfer Station: Charles Schmidt.
The Beacon published the results of a
survey about Island attitudes conducted by a

local high school student. To the question of
what Beaver Island needs, these answers
were given (arranged in order of priority):
better road maintenance; better access to
state lands; more recreational facilities;
tighter environmental standards; a community center; more walking trails; more rental
housing ; and more cultura l activit ies.
Condos and more tourist-oriented business
brought up the rear with 14% of the votes
being positive; more shopping, a Seniors'
Center, and a one-hour ferry were next with
18%. Questions that received a high percentage of affirmative answers were as follows:
Is it important to become more economically
self sufficient and less dependent on tourism? Is the Beaver Island Energy Project
good for the Island? Is alcohol a problem
here? Should there be stricter standards for
loggers? Should the townships acquire more
lakefront property? Should we restrict
ATVs? Is litter a problem? and, Should the
two townships combine? The percentage of
“yes” replies in this list ran from 83% to
70%; receiving only 10% affirmation was:
Do we need more law enforcement on the
Island? Should we encourage more hunting? received a 20% yes vote. The student
who conducted the survey? Jeff Cashman.
Twenty Years Ago The August '83
Beacon carried the story of the loss of a longtime landmark: the burning of the O'Donnell
home at Barney's Lake. Although it stood
empty for years and was in bad shape, with

holes in the roof and floors, many people
took a chance by climbing the rickety stairs
to the second floor for the splendid view. By
the time the Fire Department arrived it was
too late to save the house, but at least the
wind was such that the adjacent grove of
lilacs was preserved. The fire seemed to start
on the second floor, leading to suspicions of
carelessness or arson. Francis LaFreniere
remembered going there when she was
young to make horse radish.
The Beacon announced that the Island
was back on the cable, thanks to difficult
work being done by divers, who found the
fault and fixed it.
What might have been the first jet to
land at the Township Airport arrived on July
9th, a Cessna Citation turbojet. The four men
who climbed out stayed the night and did
some fishing.
The Game Club said that the DNR, relying on data from its local officer, had agreed
to issue 180 doe permits – half to Islanders –
acc ord ing to Pre sid ent Kar l Hel ler.
Opposition to a doe hunt was predicted, with
a petition drive expected to try to stop it.
A reminiscence of Peter Johnson was
printed: during a snowstorm in January of
1962 he came to town in a one horse sleigh,
along with a young lady and her dog. The
snow was so deep that vehicles could not
move, prompting his strategy. Old-timers
marveled, and tried to guess how long it had
been since they'd seen anyone tying up a
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horse in front of the Shamrock.
The Island welcomed its first set of
twins in forty years: Tim and Denise
McDonough's Bradley and Drew.
Thirty Years Ago The Beacon opened
with a glowing review of a presentation of
the Neil Simon play, Plaza Suite, directed by
Jack Webster and Diane Hetherington.
Among the actors were Trudy Works,
Walker Hill, Phyllis Townsend, and Ray
Denny. Part of the gate was donated to the
Medical Center.
Hugh Cole joined the Coast Guard and
Jeff McGlocklin the Air Force.
Grand Rapids' Beaver Island Club
announced its 8th annual party would be held
in October. Requests for information were
directed to Brian Gallagher.
Mary Greene, 76, and Philip O'Brien,
69, passed away. Mary Boyle was born in
St. James in 1897, and married Anthony
Greene in 1920. She lived almost all of her
life on Beaver Island. Philip was the middle
child of July 'Big Phil' Gallagher and
Edward O'Brien. He was born and lived in
Chicago, but never forgot his Island roots.
The Beacon contained a reminiscence
from Elizabeth Green Gallagher, John
Andy's mother, who had just turned 91. The
Island's oldest resident has lived her entire
life here after having been born on a farm in
Peaine. “My parents raised sheep like they
did in Donegal,” she recalled. “My mother
would card the wool, and we'd spin it and

knit mittens and gloves, which we'd trade to
th e sc ho on er ca pt ai ns wh o do ck ed .
Sometimes we'd barter for a barrel of lard,
molasses, or sugar.” She would trade knitted
things they would then sell in Chicago.
As a girl she worked to help supply the
packet freighters with fuel. “My father cut
steamer wood and hauled it to the docks.
Sometimes he'd get some cash. A lot of people would bury any extra money they'd happen to get. Not all was found and dug up.”
In her life she witnessed the transition
from steam, sail, and horse-and-buggy to the
moon-walk age. “I've seen it all,” she said.
“Believe me, things are better nowadays.”
Forty Years Ago The Beacon reported
that several of the boats in the Chicago to
Mackinac race had come here afterwards
and stayed for three or four days. The Yacht
Dock had been full to capacity for four
weeks, with over 300 boats checking in.
Belying the report above, Emma Belfy
delivered twins: Mark and Susie.
The fishing at Garden Island was producing maximum catches. One party was so
anxious to get over there that when launching his boat at the DNR dock he backed up
too far and had to have Jewell Gillespie
winch him out of the lake. And then, in his
haste, he dropped an oar on his favorite rod,
breaking it. Yet he still caught his limit.
The pike fishing at Lake Geneserath
was equally good, but one fisherman made a
sad discovery when putting his sixth fish on

the stringer: a pike already caught had
chewed through the stringer and the first five
had escaped. He was so disgusted that he
threw the last one after them.
Because of the clear water, diver Al
Doebler had a banner season locating
wrecks in French, Iron Ore, and Sand Bay.
The St. James Mission was nearing completion across from the St. James Cemetery,
near the site of "the first protestant church on
Beaver Island many years ago."
Father Wren announced at Mass that the
lowest bid for building the rectory next to the
church had come from Walter Wojan.
Seven Island girls who became nuns
returned at the same time: Marie Gatliff,
Lo rr ai ne Gi bs on , Le no re an d Al ex
Gallagher, and Mary Clare, Brigetta, and
Isabel Malloy.
The “sea-going goat” was captured and
returned. The notorious animal apparently
wandered onto the Beaver Islander in
Charlevoix, and wasn't noticed until the
ferry was underway. It survived the crew’s
innuendos about fresh kebab and was
shipped back to its owner, Albin Dunance,
who had been searching all over for it, COD.
The Beacon closed by noting the traffic
problem around the boat dock when the ferry
came in. It editorialized that it would be nice
if people parked at some distance and
walked to the dock to help relieve the congestion. The more things change, the more
they remain the same.

Emerald Isle Hotel
Right on the corner of
Donegal Bay Road
Beautiful Rooms,
2-bedroom Suites,
and conference room

Bike Rentals Available
Book now for a great summer
getaway or fantastic Fall Colors

(231) 448-2376

www.emeraldislehotel.com
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Beaver Island

Fresh & Smoked
White Fish
Open 9 - 5
448-3065
Next to the Toy Museum
Certified Physicians
Assistant or Certified
Nurse Practitioner
position available at
Beaver Island Rural
Health Center to work in
rural practice shared with
other PA-C. Duties include routine primary care and urgent/emergent
care for patients of all ages. Clinic and
on call hours required. Experience
strongly preferred. Send letter,
resume, request for info to BIRHC,
PO Box 146, Beaver Island, MI,
49782 or donna.birhc@biip.net

Studying Art in an Artist's Paradise
Beaver Island and its unique landscape has always captured my imagination and spirit. Somehow it just gets my
creative juices flowing. My background
in the arts has included dance, graphic
arts, painting, pottery, sculpture, creative writing, sewing, and also teaching
art (full-time during the school year.) So
when I had the time and chance to take
an art class here last summer, I was overjoy ed. Two wee ks to com ple tel y
immerse myself in the arts! I signed up
for the Sculptural Papermaking class
CMU offered, taught by Sally Rose. Let
me tell you how the Island influenced,
and continues to influence, my work.
The class was intense and energizing. We learned what natural fibers make
up paper, and mixed up dyes, fiber and
mordant to put into the vats we would
pull our paper from. Sally Rose inspired
us in many ways, challenging us to do
our best. Her own work was aweinspiring as well; primal and vibrant. We
were encouraged to experiment and pull
ideas from around us in the environment.
As I wandered, I beachcombed,
starting to form ideas. I found items on
various shores, sometimes after storms
had blown through and whipped grasses
into small fibers and threads. The mate-

rials gave me ideas for embellishments
for my paper sculptures. Creating stick
cradles from gray, silvery sticks of driftwood, I would then form the wet paper
over forms created from window screen
or other materials turned into organic
shapes.
I collected what would be considered worthless debris and turned it into
something of value. As the class went on,
I became more and more influenced by
the Island, and gave myself up to its wonders. I fabricated a beach book by casting a collection of objects laid on the
sand (as I found them.) From this plaster
casting, I pressed layers of wet paper
together to create a sculptured piece that
became the book cover. Onto this I
attached rusty nails a friend found for me
while out painting. The cover included
three-dimensional pieces like shells,
beach glass, feathers, stones, small
pieces of driftwood and other found
objects. Inside I bound a sample of each
paper I had pulled, including some with
pieces of embedded birch bark.
One day on a fie ld t rip Dr.
Gillingham showed us a vireo nest built
in a tree on the CMU grounds. Woven
into it were small pieces and strands of
birch bark. It was the most exquisitely

11.
built nest I had ever seen. I patterned my
own nest after this model, weaving in
fibers and birch bark, leaving the original nest for the bird (it's against the law
to collect bird nests.)
And still the ideas came. I walked
the woods, fields, and beaches for inspiration. I dredged up old memories of the
Island and places I'd been. The ancient
oak forest, the apple trees of Barney's
Lake, the big birch, the music of the
Island, making rock sculptures on my
grandmother's porch as a child, swimming at the back beach, the tree-house
we built, the rope swing – on and on, like
a living tapestry.
The leaves on the forest floor
inspired cocoon-like constructions of
paper. The water and waves brought
about a boat-like craft in a stick cradle.
The nest piece belonged to the air and the
sky. The class was absolutely incredible.
All of us seemed to bond and help each
other out a lot with ideas as we shared
our stories. I only wish I could take
another class this year.
Since the class last summer, I have
continued to work on pieces influenced
by the Island. I just finished a painting of
the big birch that I started here in early
June. I've done several watercolors of

the shoreline on my side, at Wilderness
State Forest and up by the Mackinaw
Straits. I am working on a quilt idea that
will have the big birch done in fabric,
and other subjects from nature (leaves,
bird nests.) My clay sculptures and writing reflect on Beaver Island as well as
the woods I live in and the shores I'm
near. I plan to do several more paintings
on the Island over the late summer and
fall.
The clay classes I'm teaching this
summer are all nature-related. Bowls
shaped like leaves, or pressed from the
shapes of rocks. Tiles with leaves
pressed into them, or animal and plant
designs in relief, animals and their habitat, etc. All these interests were nurtured
from seeds planted on Beaver Island as a
child. Now I'm harvesting what has
grown.
Not too long ago I received a call for
entries for a Beaver Island Retrospective
show to be held this fall at CMU. They
are looking for work inspired by Beaver
Island that was done here or afterwards. I
will have a hard time picking which
pieces to send on slides. And I just got
some more great ideas when riding on
the beautiful new bike path out Donegal
Bay Road!
–Julie Runberg

Beaver Island Eco-Tours
Explore the natural beauty of
Beaver Island with Beaver Island
Eco-tours
We have tours available daily and
can provide personal tours per
request
Each tour includes
* Professional Guide
*Pick-up and drop off from your
accommodation
* Small groups for personalized
attention
*Refreshments

(231) 448-2194
www.beaverislandecotours.com

! Scuba Instruction
& Certification
! Snorkeling
! Sunset Cruises
! Specialty Diving

Questions?
Contact Gail or Mike Weede

(231) 448-3195
Beaver Island, MI

Email: paradisebaydive@yahoo.com
Web: www.paradisebaydiveshop.com

ROY ELSWORTH
ASSOCIATE BROKER
MIKE COLLINS
SALES ASSOCIATE
P. O. Box 3
BEAVER ISLAND MI 49782
(231) 448-2433

www.vpnrealty.com
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The Amistad Pays a Call

On a sunny July 12th the towering Freedom Schooner
Amistad sailed into Paradise Bay on her way to Chicago
from her home port of Mystic, Connecticut. Named after
the slave ship Amistad, which it replicates, she is owned by
a national non-profit organization set up to promote
improved relationships between the races. (The orig inal
Amistad, commemorated in Steven Speilberg's movie,
provoked a unique event: in 1839 its cargo of slaves won
their freedom in the U. S.
Supreme Court and returned
home when their charismatic
leader Joseph Cinque
convinced the Court to
classify them as “kidnapped
Africans” instead of
property.) The ship left the
East Coast in early May. On
th
July 5 she headed out of
Toledo, and is due at Chicago
th
on July 26 , where she'll
spend two weeks at the
Navy Pier.
Having a draft of over
10', she tied up at the ferry
dock, promising to leave

BIPOA
Beaver Island
Property Owners
Association
Join Now! Keep in touch with
Beaver Island events likely to affect
you and your property.
Receive our regular BIPOA
newsletter.
Visit our web site:
www.beaverisland.net/bipoa
Contact: Annette Dashiell, Treasurer

(231) 448-2542
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before the Emerald Isle arrived Sunday morning. Skip
Duhamel donated a meal's worth of smoked fish, and
dozens of people milled around, awed and impressed
with her workmanship. A couple who lived in Mystic
happened to be visiting Beaver Island and were surprised to find the boat they had watched being built.
No advance notice had been given because up to the
last minute they did not know if they'd stop–despite Jack
Kelly's diligent lobbying
all spring. Barry Pischner
and Bill McDonough
spoke to the captain and
crew about stopping on
her return trip this fall,
letting the school kids
have a tour, and giving a
presentation about the
significance and meaning
of the events the ship
commemorates.
The
response was that as much
as they'd like to do this, it
would all depend on how
the home office reacted to
our request.

Charlevoix
Sta t e B a n k

38230 Michigan Ave.
Beaver Island, MI 49782
(Member FDIC)

Summer Hours
Weather Permitting

Monday through Friday, 5 Days a Week
9:00 to 1:00
(231) 448-2190

Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates!

DONE WHEN YOU WANT IT DONE!

ERNIE MARTIN
General Contractor
New Construction Additions Pole Barns
Garages

Decks

Also: Driveways, Excavating, Foundations,
Tree & Brush Removal

(231) 448-2342
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Nels Peter Sorensen, Jr.

Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life
–Picasso

August Hours:
Monday - Saturday 10:00 - 5:00
Sunday: 11:00 - 4:00
Located at Rustic Villa Cabins
37900 Michigan Avenue
just past the toy museum on your way to the lighthouse
or phone 448-2975

Dr. Nels Peter Sorensen Jr., age 65,
of Greenville, died peacefully at home
surrounded by his family.
He was born in Greenville on April
4, 1938, the son of Nels Peter and
Kathryn A. Baylis Sorensen. He was a
graduate of Greenville High School in
1956, the University of Michigan and
the U of M Dental School in 1964. He
practiced dentistry in Greenville for 39
years. He was on the Greenville Board
of Education for 20 years serving as
Treasurer, and was an original member
of the Danish Festival Band.
An accomplished musician, he was
a member of the American Guild of
Organists, served on the 1976
Bicentennial Committee, Greenville
Rotary Club and Park Congregational
Church. He received the Marian Kemp
Outstanding Citizen Award this year,
and for many years was a volunteer official at the High School track meets and
served on the Band Boosters for the
High School. His professional affiliations include the West Michigan Dental
Society, the Michigan Dental Society,
the Chicago Dental Society, and the
American Dental Association.
He was married on July 30, 1960 to
Carol Ann Mount. His father Dr. Nels
preceded him in death in 1992, as did
his mother, Kay, in 1987 and his sister,
Jean Stout in 1984. He is survived by his
wife of 43 years, Carol, and their children and families; Chris and Michelle
Sorensen of Southgate, Eric and
Tammy Sorensen of Greenville and
Lisle and Todd Merrifield of Comstock
Park, his grandchildren; Kayleen,
Hannah, Baker, Veronica and Audrey.
Also his sister, Rae (George) Dewberry
of Greenville and brothers-in-law,
Gene (MaryJo) Mount of Greenville
and James R. Stout of Chicago, nieces,
nephews, aunts, uncles, and cousins. A
Memorial service was held on
th
Thursday, July 17 .
Pete Sorensen was a longtime summer resident of Beaver Island, where
his stone-fenced home east of
McDonough's Market still holds a dental chair used by both him and his father
when the Island had no dentist. He was
truly loved, and will be missed by all
who knew him.
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Aleta Doris Kenwabikise: 1955-2003
Doris has peacefully passed away on Saturday, July 12,
2003 in Houston, TX. She was born and raised on Beaver
Island and is survived by her children, Rebecca (Mike)
Trester of Chelsea, MI, Roland Hachey of Charlevoix, MI,
Rachel Davis of Muskegon, MI, Randi Davis of Boyne City,
MI, and Regina Davis of Boyne City. She also has four surviving grandchildren, Devyn, Mackenzie, and Zachary
Trester of Chelsea, MI, and Justin Hachey of Charlevoix, MI.
There are many surviving nieces and nephews as well. Doris
was the sister of John, Caroline, Nancy, Pauline, Sarah,
Robert, Leonard, Joey, Diane, Mary, and James. She is preceded in death by her parents, Isabelle (Wabinimkee) and
Paul Kenwabikise, by her sister Margret and brother Steven,
and by several nieces and nephews.
She has numerous friends and family members across
the country who love her and will miss her. A memorial service was held at Holy Cross Church on July 22nd, 2003.
May the angels take her on their wings to Heaven's gate
At the water's edge, should she step in?
Not sure if the choice is the beginning or end.
Water laps at her toes, gentle and warm,
Reminding her of the place she was born.
The island's her home, where she was born and raised.
A place where her life has been happy and crazed;
A place she'll call home forever, and after;
No matter that it brought her sadness and laughter.
Her life took many turns, bad and good;
And when it came down, her ground she'd stood.
Small, proud, and feisty she never did lack
To find true friends to watch her back.
She left home many times, but always came back,
But eventually she found something it lacked.
To be a face in the crowd, she wanted to be;
She moved to the South, to great company.
Down in the South, far, far away,
No one could convince her to come back and stay.
Her family she'd visit, here or there;
Tears they would shed, laughter they would share.
In her weakest of moments, when she needed us most,
She let her family love her, and be her host.
We comforted and cared, and stepped up to the plate,
While Heaven prepared to open it's gate.
She went back to Texas one last time,
But God knocked on her door, and gave her a sign.
He called her to Heaven, ready or not;
How much we loved her, He hasn't forgot.
We bring her back home, where it all began.
Back to the island, we all ran.
Not ready to bid our final goodbye,
We comfort and love, and yes, we cry.
She's at the water's edge, should she step in?
Not sure if it's the beginning or end.
Water laps at her toes, gentle and warm,
She's back to the place in which she was born.
–Rebecca Trester

VAN & GEO RENTAL
Pick up at Boat or Plane

Multi-Day Discounts
4 HR. Rates available

Call: 448-2300
BEAVER ISLAND MARINA
E-MAIL: Pat@BeaverIslandMarina.com

K&M
DIVERSIFIED CONTRACTORS INC.

Commercial & Residential Construction
Serving Beaver Island & Grand Rapids

Ernest Martin
1175 Golfcrest Dr.
Grand Rapids, MI 49509
Phone: 616-249-8200
Fax: 616-261-9220
Email: info@kmcontractorsinc.com
www.kmcontractorsinc.com
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Proposed Downtown / Public Beach Parking Lot

(231) 448-2201

Mike’s
Island
Karaoke
and DJ Services
for All Occasions
Contact Mike at
448-2886
for bookings.

On July 10th a St. James Planning
Commission meeting at which the
extension of Main Street was discussed
drew considerable attention. After
extended negotiation the township proposed to trade three lots below the old
Medical Center for a ~140' parcel of the
beach, a 10' strip along the south side of
the Medical Center (needed for the
EMS to build a second enclosed bay in
which to park its E-car), and $130,000.
The money would then be used to create a 34-place parking lot.
Supervisor Don Vyse spoke about
the increasing downtown parking problem and the frustrations he'd experienced in trying to alleviate it over the
past six years. One plan was to create a
lot behind the Shamrock and
Beachcomber, but that was rebuffed by
the property owners. The township
also tried to work out an arrangement
with Holy Cross, but that too was
unsuccessful. So, he said, this seemed
like the best solution.
This location, the supervisor stated,
would have three positive impacts. It
would provide parking for downtown,
albeit a block away. It would provide
parking for the school, the church, and
particularly the Parish Hall – and 85%
of the Hall's activities involved the community at large. And it would reduce
the danger of the present Playground
situation; far too often kids come running out between parked cars into the
street, and the current parking creates a
bottleneck that has impeded, according
to Gerald LaFreniere, the ability of the
ambulance to reach its destination. The
la nd sw ap wo ul d in cr ea se th e
Playground and allow it to spread out.
Township Engineer Gary Vogt
talked about the design of the lot. It
would be cut into its western bank by 3',
he said, reducing the visibility of
parked cars. On the east side the mat of
trees would be thinned by removing the
“weed trees,” the willows and poplars,
but leaving the “specimen trees,” the
pines, hardwoods, and two apple trees.
This land is currently a road easement,
so the green lawn below the Convent,
on which outdoor events are occasionally held, would be relatively unaffected. An 18" perforated pipe would

act as a catch basin for run-off. Two
streetlights, matching those placed
downtown, would be installed on timers to turn off at the appropriate
moment. Dr. Leuk and Dr. Gillingham
had examined the site closely, as well as
Robyn Schmidt from the DEQ, and
there were no endangered species or
wetland concerns.
Upon entering the meeting, the
chairman announced that anyone wishing to speak would have to register in
advance, and would then be given three
minutes (using an egg timer.) First the
Clerk was asked to report any correspondence; she said one resident would
vote against it, but the BICS Principal
was in favor. Then the people on the
registration list, over 15 names, were
called and given a chance to comment
on the proposal.
It quickly became apparent that
there was a widespread aversion to
installing 13,000 ft2 of asphalt on the
heels of so much other asphalt on roads
and driveways. Questions were asked
about how bad the parking problem
really was, to which the supervisor
stated that he heard well over a hundred
complaints a year about it. Others asked
if there had been a formal study of the
parking problem or a land use study
about creating the parking lot.
A green parking lot (grass instead
of asphalt) was suggested as a compromise. This would create difficulties for
winter use, it was said, and would allow
vehicle seepage to trickle into the lake.
Appropriating some of the school's
land as an alternate site was also suggested. Rick Speck, the school's business manager, said this would infringe
on the playground, and the school
already felt it was short of land.
Some comments favored the proposal, and other speakers reluctantly
gave their approval, as if the parking lot
would be the lesser of two evils. But
several speakers said things like “I
don't like the blacktopping of Beaver
Island,” and received a degree of
applause. “This was a nice community
the way it was,” one said. “We can
hardly stand any more beautification,”
another added. “This is a little pot of
gold for a very few people.”
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“Surely we're not doing this simply
because it won't cost us anything,”
someone said. “After all, our supervisor succeeded on 14 of the 16 grant proposals he's written, so funding at an
alternative site should not be a problem
at all.”
The comments went back and
forth. It was said that the present Hall
Corner was “an accident waiting to happen.” “You can talk about how nice
things were back then,” someone else
remarked, “but are you willing to
accept that degree of reduction in your
standard of living? To me, this amount
of asphalt is justified by the good it will
achieve, which outweighs the bad.”
After the last registered speaker
had been offered a chance to speak, the
floor was opened to anyone else who
wanted to state their opinion. It was
pointed out that 9 of the first 13 speakers were against the plan, to which
someone else said that many supporters had not felt a need to speak.
The Planning Commission members were then asked to comment. Bill
McDonough said that this plan was the
evolution of many years of trying to
solve the growing parking problem,
and represented, in his mind, a win-win

Holy Cross Hall

situation. He pointed out that increasing the public beach would add value to
inland lots; the view corridor established would be an enhancement; the
E-car garage would solve another
thorny problem; and the overall safety
of the public Playground would be
improved. Don Tritsch added that the
economics of the proposal were a definite positive factor. John Feigen said
that time was also a reason that precluded them from searching indefinitely for a better location.
At that point a vote on the proposal
was requested. It passed unanimously,
to the disappointment of many in the
audience–although some people who
had been silent congratulated the
Commissioners for a difficult job well
done. The opponents of this issue,
whose efforts had been marshaled
through some concerted organizing
efforts, could take some solace in at
least not having let their reservations
go unexpressed, and having learned
how many others share their view of
Beaver Island as a green paradise. They
expressed themselves well enough,
extensively and somewhat eloquently,
so their views will no doubt receive
greater consideration in the future.

“The Emerald Isle’s Choice”

Mike Deur
Residential & Commercial
Electrical Contracting
Licensed & Insured

(231) 448-2093

Public Beach

34-Space
paved
Parking Lot
for the
public beach
and downtown
St. James

FREE Deluxe Continental Breakfast
In-room Refrigerator & Microwave
Outdoor Pool * Indoor Hot Tub Spa Tower
All Rooms have 25" TV/VCRs

RATES FROM $41.00 off season
231
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Klarissa & Mariah with their sleeping frogs

Ashley & Angela with Tracker

Museum Week 2003
rd

Once again the Historical Society filled up the 3 week
of July with a variety of presentations: 3 special Nature
Walks, both a Pet Show and a 3-day Art Show, and music,
talks, demonstrations, and tapes. Two Native Americans,
bead-maker Dan Chingwa and story-teller/author Simon
Otto, drew good crowds at the onset. Robert Cole demonstrated why the Oral History program is so important, and
GLLKA members Madeleine Jones and MaryAnn Moore,
dressed in period costumes, created a magical ambiance as
they described life in a lighthouse. Some of the slides they
showed depicted volunteers helping to restore the St. Helena
Light, a scene we might witness at Whiskey Point if the partnership between GLLKA, the Historical Society, CMU, and
St. James Township progresses along its present course.

Beaver Island Lodge
Featuring

Nina’s Restaurant
Where The Cuisine Is As Wonderful
As The View

(231) 448-2396
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The surprise of the festivities turned out to be the Art
Show, at which several stunning works of art were shown
and sold. Staffed by volunteers Lois Sowa and Laura Pratt, it
was one of the week’s most popular events, vying with the
thankfully dry opening night’s Music on the Porch, whose 16
acts were highlighted by the Community Choir.
Antje Price answered everyone’s questions in the Protar
Home on two afternoons. At Pinky’s bonkers Bingo game
one person won four times! But the high point had to be the
celebration of the Arranmore trip during the first intermission in Saturday night’s splendid concert. Orchestrated by
old friends Cindy Gillespie, Tara Palmer, and Paul Cole, the
footage demonstrated why this once-in-a-lifetime event
affected all our lives for the better–not just those who went.

ANDERSON AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY

JIM ANDERSON
119 S. Elmwood Traverse City, MI 49684
e-mail: aapmba@aol.com
(231) 947-4598

Real estate photography * Special events * Air to air services
Architectural engineering photography * Golf course photography
Seasonal photography * Scenic views of natural splendor
Capture your home, cottage, farm or business in a custom photo
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Stoney Acres Garden & Gifts
(231) 448-3141
* Garden Design & Assistance
* Flowers: perennial & Annual * Flats * Pots *
Baskets Bird Feeders * Bird Houses * Gourds *
Pillows * Jewelry Everything handmade
Plan your landscaping or secret garden right
here on Beaver Island!
11:00 - 4:00, Wednesday - Sunday
Proprietor Cheryl Podgorski

Beaver Island Marina

Wildlife Club News
(Editor’s note: with high hopes and much good spirit the
Wildlife Club members met the DNR truck in late June and
escorted it to the walleye pond. Nets were set in the center,
with the leads running out like spokes. Buckets of fingerlings
were expected, but the unfortunate yield was 1 salamander, 2
mud minnows, 8 turtles, and a few fish. Later draggings with
a seine net produced no better result.)
The regular monthly meeting of the Beaver Island
Wildlife Club was well attended. The hot topic was the
walleye pond. A DNR officer arrived on June 27 and with the
help of member volunteers set eight seining nets in the pond.
The following morning the nets were pulled. Needless to say,
the harvest of 67 fingerlings was a shock. We had hoped for
thousands. The fingerlings were an average length of two
inches and were transferred to Lake Geneserath. The success
of the pond is a disappointment, not a failure, Alvin
LaFreniere was quick to point out. The hard work has been
done with the help of many volunteers, members, and nonmembers. First-year pond failures are not new to the DNR
and even to researchers at MSU. When I spoke with Don
Garling, fishery biologist with the MSU Cooperative
Extension Service, he pointed out that walleye rearing
depends on many variables. We hope to utilize the Extension
manual as we plan for 2004. As we discussed this we were
made aware that successful ponds are aerated to keep up the
proper level of oxygen. We also had only a couple days to fill
the pond and establish a food source before the fry were delivered. We also had some unseasonable cold weather during
much of the rearing time. Now that we know some of our mis-

The

Enjoy the Summer
on our Deck!

At Your Service:
Transient Slips
Fuel - Charts - Shipstore
Auto & Boat Repair
Licensed Mechanic
Storage & More
Gas Station and Car Rental - Gold Card Savings
Check out our ship store:
Gifts, Bait, and More.
25860 Main - P.O. Box 76 - Beaver Island, MI 49782
(231) 448-2300 - FAX (231) 448-2763

www.beaverislandmarina.com

Monday Coming soon: Football–Drink & Munchies
Tuesday Night Pizza Buy 1, Get 1 at 1/2 price
Wednesday Pool Night and Steak Fry
Thursday Ladies Night$1.00 off & cards
Friday Fish Fry
Saturday Coming soon: Tailgate Party and $2 drinks
Sunday Brunch 10-2. Family Dinner;
Kids Specials too!

Beaver Island’s
OLDEST PUB
and its
FINEST FOOD
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takes we plan to move ahead. Our first step will probably be to
drain the pond and plant rye to stabilize the bottom. Thank
you all for your support and help.
Walleyes as large as 28½ inches have been caught on
Lake Geneserath this summer, and many in the 18-20" category. Remember to consult your fishing guide for regulations.
We have begun a deer population survey. Working with
Brian Mastenbrook, our DNR biologist, we have established
routes for observation. Each route will be driven every evening at the same time by a member and records kept of numbers of does, fawns, and bucks. The survey runs until
September. After three years we should get a better picture of
what our census is and what the buck to doe ratio is. These surveys in addition to our successful hunter contest should help
us determine the status of our herd. Look for signs about the
Successful Hunter Contest. Sites for registering your deer
will be announced along with the rules. The grand prize by
drawing will be a 12 gauge Mossberg shotgun. Second and
third prizes are hunting knives. You only have to be a licensed
successful hunter to register. The contest will run from Oct 1
through Dec. 31, 2003.
We are getting reports of hen wild turkeys with poults. I
have seen many in varying stages of maturity. I also saw a
loose dog flush a hen that flew into a tree leaving her young
unattended. Her frantic clucks could still be heard as we drove
away, hoping she would return to her brood quickly. Please
control your pets. After two poor nesting seasons we are hoping that this year will boost our turkey census.
–Lois Williams, secretary

When you want something built....
where do you find a contractor who
! has access to the subs and the equipment the new
technologies require?
! has a reputation for tackling the unusual, and bringing
it in on time?
! understands efficiency, style, and
compatible siting?

R. Gillespie Enterprises
P.O. Box 217
Beaver Island
MI 49782

When
you want
a Realtor who
can find the right
piece of property for
you, or sell a piece you
already have at the right price –

Richard L. Gillespie
(231) 448-2577 or 448-2366
see our web site for the best Island rental cottages

Softball at the Bud McDonough Ball Park:
Tee-ball (1st - 4th Grade) on Wednesday, 6:30 - 7:30
Little League (5th - 8th Grade) on Tuesday, 6:00 - 7:00
Big League (9th Grade - Adults) on Tuesday, 7:30 - 8:30
Questions? Call Diane McDonough at 448-2164

NOW IS THE TIME
TO RESERVE
ROUCH ROOFING & SIDING
* CALL NOW FOR BIDS *
Great Prices - Great Work
!
!
!

Vinyl
Wood
Cedar Shakes

!
!
!

New Construction
Tear Offs
Re-roofs

Beaver Island, Michigan

(231) 448-2937
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FREE
12 Months Same as Cash
to qualified buyers
FREE
Delivery to the boat dock

Posturepedic
Sealy Stewart
NOW

$399
Queen 2-pc. set
Sealy Posturepedic Unison *
Plush NOW

$599
Queen 2-pc. set
Twin: $399 / Full: $549
King 3-pc set: $899
Sealy Posturepedic Cordova
Plush or Firm NOW

$699
Queen 2-pc. set
Twin: $499 / Full: $649
King 3-pc set: $999

You Deserve a Stearns & Foster
With handcrafted construction and
attention to detail, Stearns & Foster
creates the ultimate sleeping experience.

Stearns & Foster
Everton * Firm
NOW
$1499

Stearns & Foster
Englegate Pillowtop
NOW
$1699

Queen 2-pc. set
Twin: $1199
Full: $1399
King 3-pc set: $1899

Queen 2-pc. set
Twin: $1399
Full: $1599
King 3-pc set: $2099

Stearns & Foster
Doveside * Firm or
Denleigh * Plush
NOW
$1199
Queen 2-pc. set
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Charlevoix County
Commissioners
The Charlevoix County Board of
Commissioners met at 3:00 p.m. on June
11, 2003 at Whiting Park. Commissioners
Patrick and Snyder were absent.
Motion approved the minutes of the
June 11, 2003 meeting.
Motion approved Resolution #03-045,
P.A. 511 Community Corrections.
Northwest Michigan Regional Community
Corrections Grant Application for FY
2004.
Motion approved Resolution #03-046,
Software Purchase. The purchase of software for the Equalization Department to
utilize the plat book development software
being purchased for the County's use this
summer/fall.
Motion approved Resolution #03-047,
Fiber Optic Cables. A faster Internet connection to send reports from the Courts to
the State.
Motion approved Resolution #03-048,
2003 Subsidiary Fund Budgets.
Motion approved Resolution #03-049,
2003 September Subsidiary Fund Budgets.
Motion approved Resolution #03-050,
Amendment to PZC Agreement.
Commissioner Jason was selected as
the delegate to the MERS Convention.
Chairman Frykberg will be the alternate.
Motion adjourned the meeting.
–Jane E. Brannon, County Clerk

Karaoke Contest
One Day Only

August 9, 2003
Back Yard of the Emerald Isle Hotel
Contest held from 2:00 PM til 6:00 PM
Registration Required from 1:00 PM til 2:00 PM
Entry Fee: $10.00 per contestant
Categories: Adult – Age 18 and Over : Youth – Age 7 – 17
Admission – Good Will Donation
Prizes: 100% of all entry fees and good will donations will be paid
back to winning contestants!
Rain Date: August 16, 2003 (same times).
For more information or pre-entry, Contact
Mike’s Island Karaoke & DJ Service
(231) 448-2886
or

the Emerald Isle Hotel
(231) 448-2376
Bring Lawn Chairs as this is an Outdoor Event

100 Acre Parcel Available $1500/acre. Hunting, vacation,
or investment property. Call
(231) 448-2167 or (231) 237-0173

80 Acre Parcel Hunting Property
Available at the South End of the
Island. $1350/acre. Call
(231) 448-2167 or (231) 237-0173

CARY CONCRETE LTD
Greg Cary - Owner

Licensed Builder

Automated Batch Plant * Redi-Mix & Insulated Foam Poured Walls
Garages * Basements * Fireplaces * Sidewalks * Driveways
Concrete Pouring Available
Unlimited Masonry & Cement Work Supplies
Call Now for a Free Estimate

(231) 448-2242
36520 Kings Hwy.
Beaver Island, MI 49782
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News From the Townships

ERIN
MOTEL
! Beaver Island’s only motel with
a beach open year-around
! Adjacent to ferry dock,
museums, restaurants, and
stores.
! Car rentals available
! Bonfires on the beach, picnic
tables and barbeques

(231) 448-2240

East Wind Spa
Try our Pevonia Skin Care Line;
Several Facials to choose from
“Tremendous” Visual Results
Hair Care * Massage * Hands & Feet * Sauna
Packages & Gift Certificates
Call for appointments

(231) 448-2881

Handcrafted flameworked glass
beads
and unique jewelry by
Nancy M. Peterson
734-665-0019
See jewelry
at Livingstone Studio
or visit
www.beaverislandjewelry.com

St. James Township, 7-2-03
Compared to June's rather volatile
meeting, this one was rather calm. After
the minutes were accepted and the list of
bills to be paid expanded and approved,
Supervisor Don Vyse delivered a few
reports. He sent letters to the downtown
merchants asking them to ask their
employees not to park on the street, but
had not received any response. He was
reluctant to suggest a parking ordinance.
Ed Wojan informed the Board that
BIBCO had obtained permission from
Evan Karnes to park on the north side of
the Resale Shop lot, which could
accommodate 8 or 9 cars.
The supervisor reported that the permit for improving the Yacht Dock had
finally been received from the Army
Corps of Engineers. The work, which
includes dock repair and expansion,
some dredging, an upgrade of the electrical system, and some work on the
building, is expected to be ready to start
in the spring. Funds from a $1.1 m grant
are in hand. (As a sign of how urgent
this matter has become, the next night a
handful of people fell into the lake when
a outside finger pier on which they were
standing collapsed. Other boaters were
quick to call the EMS and help pull the
victims from the water. Luckily, there
were only scrapes and bruises, no serious injuries.)
The supervisor said that after considering how much good was done for
the Township's projects at the Lansing
Reception, he was not sure he would rec-

ommend that St. James donate $1,000 to
these efforts again next year.
The dust control is complete for the
year. Almost 10,000 gallons were
applied, including a second coating of
the Donegal Bay Road.
The Nuisance Ordinance was published on July 1st, so that if it isn't challenged it will go into effect on July 31 st.
The State Preservation Office
tweaked and then accepted the architect's plan for his report about the condition and requirements for the Whiskey
Point Light, so now he can begin to prepare it.
Township Engineer Gary Vogt is
sponsoring a Writing Contest and offering prizes for the best essays about how
enjoyable the new bike path is. The
full-mile path was officially opened at
11:30 a.m. on July 4th, with dozens of
bikers, first, and then walkers setting off
from Heritage Park.
The Township investigated the
requirements of running the new paid
EMS employees' (6 in number, taking
two slots) payrolls through its books,
and decided it would be best to simply
take over the EMS account – similarly
to how it handles the Fire Department
account.
A Bike Path ordinance was suggested, to determine rules for its use.
Because of the MDOT funds, no motorized vehicle of any kind can be allowed.
Graffiti Art will be prohibited as well.
The Airport Hanger agreement is
nearing completion. The two townships

Sea Kayak Instruction, Tours, Snorkeling... Call or email to register, or see our web site for more information:

www.InlandSeasKayaking.com
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will buy out the present owner's (Ed
Welter) interest for the appraised value
of $91,000, with 90% of this coming
from federal funds and possibly another
5% from the state.
A Sanitary Sewer resolution was
passed compelling everyone contiguous
to the sewer line to hook up to it. Sally
Pryce, in the audience, said she had been
trying to hook up for about a year but
had constantly been put off even though
she'd obtained all the permits. (The next
day her connection was made.)
There was a discussion of the deteriorating condition of the seal coat surface
of King's Highway; it was said to be
good for 7 years at the time, and now
we're approaching 10. Gary Vogt stated
it's a County Primary road, so the
Charlevoix County Road Commission
has a responsibility to maintain it, and
the $500,000 estimated cost for a 20year "hot mix" paving (for the portion in
St. James Township) could not be born
without the County's participation. (It
was noted that the road is 26' wide to
Four Corners and then narrows to 20'.
This was done in order to mark with
white paint two lines to create 3' walking and bike paths on both sides, but no
one ever came up with the paint.) If the
CCRC would pay 2/3rds, the balance
could possibly be financed over 3 to 5
years.
There was some criticism of Peaine
Township for not paving 100' of
Sloptown Road where it meets the
Highway (which would cost $8,400)

because this corner is sometimes taken
at a certain speed, and the loose gravel
has sent cars sliding.
Dick Moehl, the President of the
Great Lakes Lighthouse Keepers'
Association, addressed the Township
regarding his interest in working with it
to restore and maintain the Whiskey
Point Light. He recounted how he had
facilitated the possible purchase of the
Boathouse and donation of it to CMU.
(Ed Wojan refreshed the Board's memory of how this had come to pass: the
Township had been offered the property
(including 400' of frontage), but had
decided not to spend the $17,000 it
would have cost. Consequently Tom
Child purchased it at auction for
$60,000. He listed it for sale at
$400,000, but by the time a buyer was
located decided to raise the price to
$700,000; and by the time a new buyer
was found at that price, he declared that
it was now worth $1,000,000.) Dick
Moehl sketched in some of his accomplishments with the St. Helena Light
and the Round Island Light, and talked
about his vision for the Whiskey Point
Maritime Complex. All aspects of his
plan seem ed sati sfac tory, in part
because the Township alone does not
know how it could fund the needed
improvements. The supervisor felt that
a partnership with GLLKA would be a
win-win situation. The Board voted to
pursue this partnership, and to refer to it
in its application to receive title to the
Light, which is due on August 1st.

Island Hopper
C h a r t e r s

From the Mainland to Beaver Island
and the Beaver Island Archipelago:
Hog, Whiskey, Squaw, Trout,
High, and Garden
1-877-823-8502 - 231-448-2309
Cell 231-620-2058

Ask about our Lighthouse Tours!

islandhopper.beaverisland.net

GORDON'S AUTO CLINIC
Full Service Auto Repair
Winter Storage
Winter Snow Plowing
Vehicle Pick-Up & Delivery
Service
24-hour Wrecker Service
Year-round Auto Rental

GORDON HEIKKA, OWNER
Michigan Certified Master Mechanic MI10391
P.O. Box 175, St James, MI 49782

McDonough’s
Market

Gordon's
Auto
Clinic

* Lawn Care
* Clean Up’s
(231) 448-2438

(231) 448-2915
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Powers’ Ace Hardware

15

99

All the hardware, construction and
home improvement materials, supplies,
and tools you need, right here
on Beaver Island!

2

99

22

99
And please come in to see our
wide selection and our great values!

16

99

22

99

While Supplies Last During the month of August. Sale Ends August 31st

Powers’ Ace Hardware
(231) 448-2572
Fax (231) 448-2762
26259 Main St. Beaver Island MI 49782

1

59

27.

News from the Townships

2nd Annual

Peaine Township Regular meeting: 7-9-03 all present
MOTION Nelson, Second Morgan, to approve the
6-11-03 minutes; approved. MOTION Lanier, Second Works,
to approve the payment of current bills; approved.
Judy asked the Board for suggestions on the type and price
range for the new tables and chairs.
MOTION Works, Second Nelson, to authorize Supervisor
John Works to sign the hangar lease agreement with the Beaver
Island Airport; approved.
Correspondence: Don Vyse, St. James Supervisor,
requested Peaine work with St. James on the goal of improving
the King’s Highway. John and Paul volunteered to work with
Don.
A letter was sent to Sandy LoDico commending her on her
excellent cleaning of the Township Hall.
Reports: Planning Commission hopes to have surveys out
by end of month. Two special use permit applications for gravel
extraction were reviewed; one was approved, one denied.
Public comments were voiced on nuisance ordinance, civil
infraction ordinance, and the gravel pit special use applications.
Jim Campbell is the full-time deputy, and Justin Good the
seasonal deputy. Adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

An Unfounded Rumor
Thankfully the story that our new Deputy had resigned,
which was making the rounds up and down Main Street last
week with more speed than the morning walkers, was completely untrue. If you don’t believe he’s here–just ask him.

A Thank You
Our heartfelt thanks for the prayers, cards, e-mails, and
phone calls. It has been so endearing to us and our wish
remains that we may be able to spend some time with you on
our beloved Island.
–Lenard & Alex Siudara

It's About ISLAND TIME!

"LUMBARR YARRD PARTY"
AND FORREST'S GRADUATION CELEBRATION

FEATURING

th

SUNDAY August 10 7 pm - 11 pm
Powers' ACE Hardware Lumberyard
Everyone Invited… "ARRR”
I Love to Garden!!! Let me weed
and plant your annuals, perennials, or bulbs
and shrubs. I will design, advise, order,
amend your soil, and plant in spring or fall.
Call Pam at 448-2206 to add your name to the list of
satisfied clients!!! References upon request.

Happy Summertime!
Relax – Enjoy – Wander – Visit

Hot Summer Specials as you Shop in Leisure!

Garden Sculptures, Paintings, Café Tables, Centerpieces, Mirrors, Dishes,
Throws, Clocks, Iron-Sculpture Beds, Comfy and Beautiful Chairs–and Much More.
Beaver Island’s Favorite Artists Continue Display of their Work

Gifts for Every Occasion and Pocketbook!
Complimentary Design Services Available – in or out of your home!

Open Six Days a Week in July and August (10:00 to 5:00 Monday through Saturday)
But–for off-hours appointments–please call the store at 448-2802
or Judy or Liz–2441, Barb–2502, Beth–2820, Betty–2922, Jo–2345, or Nel–2495
Our MONTAAGE Team is Always at Your Service!
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A Challenge to the BIRHC Board
th

a unique destination

Relaxed elegance in the beautiful north woods
with a half mile of Lake Michigan beach
frontage ... where delicious food, gracious
accommodations, and warm hospitality beckon
you back again and again.

For reservations and information

(231) 448-3094
www.deerwood.net

Annual Rita Gillespie Blood Drive at the School
Noon until 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 7th.

Out On A Limb
Nautical & Natural Gifts
If you need assistance, call us at home 448-2808

26070 Main St. Beaver Island MI 49782
(231) 448-2598

On July 15 the Beaver Island Rural Health Center Board
met at the St. James Township Hall to conduct its regularlyscheduled meeting. It was apparent from the 90 people in
attendance that there was much interest in one matter in
particular: the non-renewal of Susan Meis's contract.
The non-renewal was on the agenda as item 6Ai, but the
audience did not want to sit through two hours of normal
business before expressing its concern. As the financial report
was unfurled voices were heard asking that 6Ai be moved up.
The Board resisted until the fire code was brought up. Moving
the meeting was considered, but no other place was available.
In the pithy repartee that followed, one Board member spoke
without thinking: “We didn't ask you to come; you invited
yourselves.” The response was an instantaneous blend of anger
and refutation, with more than one person reminding the
speaker that when questions about policy were brought up at a
special meeting called for another purpose, the public had been
specifically invited to attend regular meetings.
Following the uproar over this gaffe the Board consented
to turn to the non-renewal. A sheet of paper was circulated:
those who wanted to speak had to sign to get two minutes of
remarks. It quickly became apparent that the people in the
audience felt a great and grave injustice had been done as
person after person testified that Susan Meis's availability as a
health care provider was an important part of their ability to
enjoy their time on Beaver Island, each accolade producing a
round of spontaneous applause.
Most of the comments cited examples of Susan's excellent
diagnostic and treatment skills. She was said to be hardworking, friendly, and caring. “Susan was always very
professional.” “Susan corrected the doctor's incorrect diagno-
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sis.” “Susan is the only person who helped me.”
She was also said to have a feisty attitude at times: “She is a
rose. She has thorns. Most of us are weeds.” “She gives as well
as she gets–which is why I like her.” It was hoped that her
independence and lack of political savvy was not the root cause
of her non-renewal.
Other comments revealed a dissatisfaction with the Board's
attitude and behavior, which was perceived to be unconcerned
about their feelings. Speakers wanted to know if the Board had
violated the Open Meetings Act in deciding Susan's future.
Lingering disapproval of the Transition Manager's salary and
the Board's tabling of an application for Board membership
were also factors in the level of antagonism.
Although the Board cited confidentiality requirements,
there were repeated questions of what she had done to deserve
non-renewal. The Board stated that it had to make decisions for
the good of the BIRHC. President Connie Wojan said that she
had been very impressed with how Susan had cared for her
mother in the last year of her life, but could not convince the
audience to trust the Board's decision without knowing why. So
reluctantly she said that Susan was not a team player, and cited
an example. Apparently pressed by the staff, Susan, the senior
employee, demanded a meeting with Connie to air grievances
about the Transition Manager. This threatened to undue the
efforts the Board had been making to distance itself from the
daily operation of the BIRHC, and was the culmination to “a
pattern of unprofessional behavior.”
Some of the mechanics of the non-renewal were revealed.
It seemed the Transition Manager campaigned for this, talking
to small groups of Board members until the necessary mandate
was achieved.

EMS representative to the Board (and Board member)
Gerald LaFreniere returned from an emergency and asked
whether Susan had a just cause clause in her contract, or should
have. Gauging the public sentiment, he moved that the Board
reconsider. Paul Nelson said that he wished they had taken more
time to resolve the conflict, and yet no member of the Board was
willing to second Gerald's motion. Don Spencer defended the
hiring of Arlene, stating that both Township supervisors had
grown frustrated with the Medical Center not having a manager.
Further, he said, when State inspectors looked over the operation of the Med Center they questioned whether such haphazard
methods would be able to cope with the expanded operation that
was anticipated in the new facility. While all the problems had
not yet been corrected, he added, great progress had been made.
To someone who cited a bill that was still in error, he explained
that some accounts required up to 40 hours to straighten out.
The audience was far from satisfied. Its grumbling became
angrier and more vocal. Connie Wojan had done a good job of
keeping control, but she began to wilt under the continuing
vituperation. She cited the constant workload she has maintained, doing such things as scrubbing the urinals in the Hall so
the BIRHC could raise another $1,200 and sitting in the
sweltering sun in McDonough's parking lot to sell chances on
the truck. She was so harried by the audience's aggressive
attitude that she wanted to quit, she said, but she knew better
than to make such an important decision in the heat of the
moment. But she was too upset and exhausted to continue–she
had also chaired an early meeting with Bob Tambolini on
developing a capital campaign to support the new facility. The
Board decided no progress was likely to be made, and the
meeting, after 2 ½ hours, was adjourned.
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FOR SALE
27190 Sloptown Road, Beaver Island Michigan

C

harming, small log home located on 2.1
acres in the quiet, country area of Beaver
Island. Cozy and comfortable throughout the
seasons, this 1½
1½ story home was built in 1988
with whole Island logs hand-scribed to fit
without chinking. Features a covered front
porch with gardens, a spacious back deck,
many natural views and great wildlife
watching. The property also has an insulated,
framed barn with room for cars, boats and/or
a workshop. Property Value: $175,000.00

For Sale by Owners Jon & Suzy Bonadeo
Box 194, Beaver Island, MI (231) 448-2489

Letters to the Editor:
I do believe in discussion with the
other board members and having
discussions with the public on the street
or at board meetings, that my initial
comments at the last BIRHC board
meeting were spontaneously unfortunate
and surely set the tone for the difficult
meeting that followed. Please accept my
apologies for those comments.
– Sincerely, Don Spencer

25 Years Experience
with Trees

The Opposition Organizes
th

On July 18 almost a hundred people
gathered in the Peaine Township Hall to
consider what might be done to bring
about the reinstatement of Susan Meis.
Kirk McBride accepted the position of
Moderator, but only after twice informing
Connie Wojan and asking her to invite the
BIRHC Board to attend.
At the onset Kirk stated that we
should all acknowledge the primacy of the
BIRHC Board, and that this was to be a
resolution, not retribution. He encouraged those who spoke to focus on actionable steps rather than simply vent their
frustration. The meeting would be
recorded, and written notes would also be
taken by Lois Williams. Jeff Powers had
agreed to transcribe the suggested steps
and goals on a flip chart at the front of the
room.
Susan Meis followed by reading from
a prepared statement. She urged people
not to focus on personalities or her
situation, but to try to keep in mind the
larger issue of insuring quality health care
now and in the future through BIRHC. It
was apparent that she was surprised and
honored by the degree of support that had
been expressed in the previous few days.
Some of the comments that followed
were similar to those made at the BIRHC
meeting, but some new questions were
raised as well. Was the manager's position

properly posted? Did she really have this
degree of power? Was there a conflict of
interest in those who recommended her?
Is she a Townships employee? Should the
Township Boards have more responsibility for monitoring this situation? Were
Susan's EEOC rights violated? Should
she seek legal redress if they were?
On this topic it was asked if the
BIRHC would have to pay, directly or
through insurance rate increases, if Susan
sought legal redress for certain comments
that were felt to border on character
assassination. One attendee said we
should temper the attacks and not let this
matter pit neighbor against neighbor,
which brought a round of applause.
Someone wondered what it would
cost to find a replacement for Susan.
Someone else thought it was fishy that a
possible replacement is already looking
for property.
Someone wanted to know how the
BIRHC Board was tracking the Transition
Manager's success at accomplishing the
stated goals.
And so it went for over two hours.
Upon adjournment those who had signed a
passed sheet saying they were willing to
work to accomplish the actionable steps
were asked to stay to put together a
concrete plan it was hoped would lead to
the correcting of the perceived wrongs.

ISLAND TREE CARE Inc.

FREE Consultation
and Estimates

Fully Insured References Available

* PROFESSIONAL TREE TRIMMING
* STUMP REMOVAL or GRINDING

* LOT CLEARING
enhance your views
upgrade your trails

* FOR EMERGENCIES,
We’re AVAILABLE 24/7

* TREE REMOVAL
we use environmentallyfriendly equipment
* STORM CLEAN-UP
* LANDSCAPING
create a mini-orchard

Prompt Professional
Service

Please Call

(231) 448-2167

Carl Rasch (owner)
P.O. Box 474
Beaver Island, MI 49782
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Letters to the Editor:
From Joe Reed: July 17, 2003:
I made two statements the other
night at the meeting which became controversial. The first was that Susan
Meis had sued her former employer. I
repeated a rumor rather than having a
factual base for the statement. I spoke
with Jayne Bailey who confirmed that
it was discussed at the time but apparently Susan did not in fact file a lawsuit. Therefore I spoke based on a
rumor and never should have done it.
The other dispute was over a statement attributed to me with respect to
Eula Thomas. I was alleged to have
said she would never be on the board as
long as I was a member, or words to
that effect. I must emphatically deny
having said that and indeed I was preparing to be a part of a board committee who would interview prospective
board members when a slate was
assembled from those who responded
to our announcement soliciting board
applications.
In short, I regret speaking out
based on a rumor but vigorously deny
ever having said that I would attempt
to prevent any individual who wished
to serve and met the stated criteria for
membership from joining the BIRHC
board .
–Sincerely, Joe Reed

From Kirk McBride:
It is my sincere desire for the entire
Island community that our BIRHC Board
and Transition Manager act immediately
and forthrightly to resolve issues brought
forward by concerned citizens. If this does
not happen, I sadly foresee the possibility
of the entire Medical Center project failing.
I also hope that when the emotional
dust settles, the board realizes and
acknowledges the fact that issues run
deeper and wider than the non-renewal of
our PA's contract. This action taken by the
board was only impetus for a call to action
relative to other critical issues with the
Medical Center. I've seen few other causes
generate as much public interest and support, a good thing to have happen for
greater public involvement with the
BIRHC Board and Medical Center moving
forward from here.
I also recognize that the BIRHC Board
is not publicly elected but still responsible
to the public. I therefore fear that if the public can not vote with a ballot, their recourse
becomes voting with their dollars. The withholding of contributions or the turndown of
possible millage funding is not an acceptable alternative. Neither act will serve the
greater need of the Island and its medical
care.
All involved individuals should realize
there is no WE and THEY in this matter but

only US. The world grows smaller daily
and the Island even smaller. Now is the
time for US to come together quickly.
Based on the public display of inappropriate professional conduct and behavior
by two board members at last Tuesdays'
BIRHC Board meeting, the two members
should immediately resign in the best interest of the community and Medical Center.
There exists a pool of talented and qualified
candidates who stand ready, willing, and
able to accept Tuesday nights' challenge
and sit on the board's side of the table in
order to fill current and/or future board
vacancies.
In the board's Proposed Guidelines for
Recruiting, Selecting, and Orientating
Members of the BIRHC Board of Directors
they have recommended the following:
Mission of the Beaver Island Rural Health
Center (BIRHC) is: To provide high quality,
cost-effective health care that is accessible
to the entire Beaver Island community.
Purpose of the BIRHC Board: To ensure
that the organization's mission is fulfilled
within the legal, governance, and fiduciary
responsibilities entrusted to it by the public.
Let's all walk the talk and demonstrate
that these are more than just words on
paper. Much has been accomplished but
much more lies before us. Let all of US
come together for that purpose.
–Kirk D. McBride

32.
Letters to the Editor:

MB MOONEY / BELLOWS
EC ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
“We’re Not In the Business To Shock You”

Don Mooney
Over 35 Years Experience
Electrical Repair &
Troubleshooting
Residential & Commercial
Wiring
P.O. Box 94
Beaver Island Michigan 49782

(231) 448-2456

About the Current Controversy
The board and management of the Health Center have had to
make some very difficult staffing and financial decisions during
the last year. In all cases, decisions were made carefully, with
what we believed were the best interests of the Health Center and
the community in mind.
One of the hardest decisions was not to renew the contract of
Susan Meis, PA-C upon its expiration on September 30, 2003.
The letter informing her of that decision gave her the option of
working through the duration of the contract on the condition that
she maintain professional behavior. Instead, Susan elected to
resign immediately.
Despite her resignation, the Health Center continues to provide the coverage and high quality of health care services that the
Beaver Island community expects and deserves. Chris VanLooy,
PA-C, continues as our full-time primary care provider. We have
the cooperation and staffing assistance of BIEMS personnel. Two
other experienced health care professionals well known to the
Beaver Island Community, Nurse Practitioner Jo Hendrix and
Holly Nielson, PA-C, also will provide services to patients.
We understand the personal relationships many in the community have with Susan because of the capable care she has given.
We know it can be difficult to contemplate establishing such a
bond with another care provider, and we are sorry that some
Health Center patients will have to go through this. But the Board
of Directors has the duty to take actions necessary to protect and
preserve the long-term best interests of the Health Center as an
organization one of the most important on this island and a solid
majority of the Board concluded that extending Susan Meis's
employment for another two years would be incompatible with
those interests.
In addition to assuring continued delivery of high quality
health care services, the Health Center has faced major management challenges. The State Department of Community Health
(which licenses the Center), the townships and the community at
large have all demanded improvement in its overall operations,
especially billing procedures.
To meet those demands the Health Center Board retained the
services of Arlene Brennan, an experienced health care professional highly recommended by the State and by regional hospitals
with which the Health Center is affiliated. Her assignment was to
diagnose the problems and, with the Board's approval and support,
devise and implement solutions. She was retained as an independ-

FOCHTMAN CARQUEST of CHARLEVOIX
Dave Cole,
manager

1516 S. Bridge Street (231) 547-7069
Charlevoix MI 49720 (800) 642-4005
Hours: Monday – Friday, 7:30 – 5:30;
Saturday, 8:00 – 4:00
We will deliver to the boat or plane any time
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Jim Wojan Excavating
ent contractor, so the Health Center would not have the expense of
benefits for a permanent employee, and all costs for her service
were covered by grant funds. Under her leadership a tremendous
amount of work has been done.
Arlene and the staff report many accomplishments, some of
which are:
• Assisting with the layout of the new facility the staff will use;
• Creating accurate and timely invoices that patients can understand;
• Drafting and implementing fair and comprehensible patient
financial policies, which patients are beginning to understand
and appreciate;
• Collecting co-pays at the time of service;
• Assuring compliance with Federal privacy accountability
requirements;
• Improving collection and management of patient information;
• Dramatically increasing and accelerating collection of thirdparty reimbursements and cash payments for patient services;
• Clarifying job descriptions, roles and responsibilities;
• Training staff to properly interpret and apply treatment and
diagnostic codes for reimbursement;
• Improved relationships with BIEMS, Peaine and St. James
Townships, area hospitals, and the State.
Much remains to be done, but the staff and Board are encouraged by positive feedback about our progress in these areas, and
we remain committed to our mission of providing high quality,
cost effective patient treatment and wellness services to the whole
Beaver Island community.
We are all giving our best efforts and devoting substantial volunteer hours to ensure that the Health Center not only survives, but
thrives, and we appreciate the support and understanding the community has provided. We realize that people will disagree with
some of our decisions and we care about their concerns. But we
hope that personal disagreements with Board actions will not be
turned against the Health Center as an organization because without broad and strong community support this vital Beaver Island
institution cannot survive. With the loss of state funding, your support is more important than ever.
–Connie Wojan, Don Spencer, Anne Glendon, Pete LoDico,
Joe Reed, Rick Speck, Barbara Murphy, and Gerald LaFreniere

For all your
site work needs
Excavating Driveways Roadwork
Clearing Tree Removal
Septic systems
Black Dirt or Fill Rock Placement
“Have it done right!”
Call Jim Wojan Excavating

448-2295
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NEW HOUSE FOR SALE On a nice wooded lot
in the Port. St. James.

Contact Ernie Martin at (231) 448-2342
SAILBOAT FOR SALE:
13’ x 6’ New England
style catboat.
Sailboat is in excellent condition.
Built by Master
Boat Builder Phil
Gregg with B.I.
wood. $1200 including trailer. (231) 448-2518
COMMERCIAL BUILDING ON
MAIN STREET:
Prime retail or office - references,
deposit and lease required.
Contact John Johnson (616) 842-8214
or (231) 448-2533 or
Cloud9@chartermi.net

Classified Ads
Real Estate, For Sale:
LAKE MICHIGAN LOT - 175 feet of
frontage overlooking Garden Island and
Hog Island. Pebble and sand shoreline
near Lookout Point. Call (616) 636-5685.
GULL HARBOR - 3 BR split level on
two acres. Waterfront. Call (441) 2429492 or (231) 448-2433 or email
suestampworld@northrock.bm
PORT ST. JAMES - 3 Wooded Lots
#727,728,729 A few blocks to Font Lake,
1/2 mile to Lake Mich. $29,000 for all 3.
$5000 down, will finance bal. Call owner
in FL (352) 326-8979
COTTAGE SITE - Vacant wooded lot in
Port St. James. Power, perked, ready for
building. Call owner (269) 857-6084.
CUSTOM HOME - 800 sq. ft. Partially
finished on ten acres. Call Mike Collins at
VPN. (231) 448-2433. $115,000.

RENTAL ATTRACTION ON FONT
LAKE: 3-4 BR, 2 BA home, fully
furnished with all the amenities. Sleeps
7. Beautiful view of lake and sunrises.
New owners of this high-demand rental
are taking reservations now, $750/week.
Off season rates available.
Call Helena Webster (734) 730-8918
today; email hwebster18@yahoo.com

FOR RENT: The
Fisherman’s House.
Great ‘In-Town’
location. 4 BR/2 Bath;
W/D; Beautifully
appointed. For availability, call Bill or Tammy
(231) 448-2499
mcdonoughsmarket.com/rentals

GREAT LOTS FOR COTTAGE IN
PORT ST. JAMES:
3 to choose from.
Wooded, power, perked,
Lake Michigan access nearby. Call
Owner (269) 857-6084

PARCEL ON GARDEN ISLAND
HARBOR FOR SALE:
1000+ feet of Lake Michigan / Indian
Harbor lake frontage on Garden Island.
One of a kind property. 8 acres. Land
Contract Terms. $195,000.
Contact Jayson Welser,
Box 357,
Grayling Michigan 49738.
(989) 619-2800.
jaysonwelser@hotmail.com

BEAVER ISLAND HARBOR - Protected
Harbor site: 60' Lake frontage by 250'
deep. North of Toy Museum.
Call (231) 448-2391.
LAKE MICHIGAN LOT - 100 ft.
frontage, 300ft. deep, overlooking Garden
Island. Beautiful view; fine building site,
close to village. (810) 294-3415.
Real Estate, For Rent:
BEACHFRONT HOUSE FOR RENT Exciting cottage with view of High Island
from large deck. Open floor plan, huge
windows on extremely private beach. 2
BRs with 2 full beds + loft with 2 twins.
1½ baths, TV/VCR, W/D, microwave, gas
grill, all amenities. $1095/week; spring &
fall $895. Limit 6 people.
Call (706) 268-2022, (219) 874-4676.
May to Nov: 448-2001.
DONEGAL BAY - 3 BR 2 bath Home;
sleeps 6; many amenities. $830 a week.
Reduced rates for off-season.
Phone (313) 885-7393, after 4:00 p.m.

FOR RENT: Beachfront Home for rent
with 3BR and loft–total 5 beds, hot tub,
gorgeous views, solitude, wood stove,
May-Sept. $950 / Off-season $795.
Call Perry at (313) 530-9776
or e-mail pgatliff@hotmail.com.
TO PLACE AN AD, call the
Beaver Beacon at (231) 448-2476 or
e-mail beacon@beaverbeacon.com

CEDAR COTTAGE - on a bluff with
view of harbor and mainland. ¼ mile
south of Catholic Church. 2 BRs, 1dbl.
bed, 2 single;. TV/VCR, grill, complete
kitchen, washer. No pets. $540/wk.
(734) 769-7565 (day), (734) 475-6178
(evenings).
WEEKLY RENTAL - Lake front “The
Last Resort” 2 BR house on Sand Bay,
great view, beautiful sunrise, laundry pair,
1 ½ bath. Phone Bill McDonough at
(231) 448-2733 (days).
GUEST HOUSE ON DONEGAL BAY Will rent weekly Sat. - Sat. Includes full
kitchen, all linens, a queen bed in
bedroom, palette couch in L.R. Very
private and peaceful. $450.00 weekly.
Please call (231) 448-2345
WESTPORT - Spacious, comfortable, and
convenient turn-key home: 3 bedrooms.
In town-limits. (231) 409-7922 or (231)
943-7989 / P.O. Box 110, Beaver Island,
MI 49782.

35.

FOR RENT: Beautiful secluded new
chalet near Donegal Bay’s beach and
gorgeous sunsets. 3 BR, 2 Bath. MBR
has garden tub. W/DR/TV/VCR/Grill.
Upon availability, bikes & auto for your
use. Sleeps 6-8. No Pets. $700/week.
Ask about our 3-day package.
Call (708) 389-0621 (evenings)

HOUSE FOR LEASE:
Three BRs, two and one half bath
house for lease. Located right on the
south side of the harbor with a great
view. 5 minutes to town but a
private location too. For more
information call Robert at
(231) 448-2235

HOUSE FOR SALE: 38745 Squaw
Island Ct. in the Port St. James.
Interior not yet finished so you can
finish it exactly how you like.
Electrical and plumbing have been run
and it is connected to GLE. $59,000
Call Ed Wojan Realty (231) 448-2711

FOR RENT:
House and cabin in the woods for rent
on the East Side Drive. Both 3 BR and
sleep six. Both have washer, dryer, and
2 baths. Campfire pits and wood
provided. Property connects to major
hiking/nature trails. Quiet and secluded,
on the east side - one mile from State
campground and beautiful beach.
Please call (616) 897-8564.

FOR SALE:
Beautiful New Home
located in Port St.
James, 1,800 sq. ft.
home, planned for
efficient living: 3
bedrooms and 2 full
bathrooms, Cathedral
ceilings (T & G Pine),
large open loft, master
suite with walk-in
closet and master
bath. Wrap-around
covered porches,
steep roofline with
dormers, cedar siding.
Beautiful wooded
double lot. Quiet setting. One mile to Port St. James private beach on Lake
Michigan. 1.5 miles to St. James village.
Call Ed Wojan Realty: (231) 448-2711 or 1-800-268-2711

FLORIDA HOUSE FOR RENT Spacious
3-bedroom, 2-bath home in Port Charlotte,
FL (just north of Fort Myers). Swimming
pool, fruit trees, near golf course. 3 miles
to Gulf shoreline. By week or month.
Call Laura Gillespie (231) 448-2366.
DONEGAL BAY COTTAGE - On dune
with private beach access and the best
swimming and sunsets on the Island. 3
BR, sleeps 6, 1 bath, washer/dryer.
Kayaks and bikes for your use. $700/
week. Off-season rates available. Dana
Luscombe evenings: (248) 549-2701
days: (248) 546-6680.
2 BR, 1 1/2 BATH HOME IN TOWN one block from Harbor. Sleeps 5-6. All
appliances incl. Laundry. $600 per week.
Off season rates NO pets. No Smoking.
(614) 899-9922.
HOME ON BEAUTIFUL FOX LAKE Sleeps 6. Great fishing. $100/day or
$600/week. Call (616) 394-5165 or
(231) 448-2286

WATERFRONT COTTAGE - On the east
side. Available by the week or weekend.
One BR, full kitchen and bath. Enjoy the
water and the woods, year round. Offseason rates. Complete privacy.
(231) 448-2907.
HOME FOR RENT- 2 BRs, 1 bath,
sleeps 4-6. On large, secluded, wooded
lot. Near town and beaches. All new
appliances. Comfortable and immaculate.
Only $495/week. Please call (231) 4482206 for reservations and information.
WEEKLY RENTAL-Harbor Beach Twobedroom Condos. $475/week. Call Carol
Wierenga at (231) 448-2808,
(231) 448-2598 or (231) 448-2596.
Cars, Trucks, Tractors & Trailers:
VEHICLES FOR SALE - 1994 Ford
Aerostar Van with extended all wheel
drive, 73,000 miles, Good shape, $5000.
1987 GMC Jimmy, 89000 miles, new
tires, $2000. Both cars are at Gordon's
Auto Clinic, (231) 448-2438. Call either

Gordy or contact John Martin at
jjmartin@umich.edu or (734) 994-4593.
CRAWLER TRACTOR - ‘79 Caterpiller
931B. Asking $20,000. Excellent
condition. Newly rebuilt engine.
(231) 448-2342
Boats, Planes, and... Snowmobiles:
1986 BAYLINER 28’ - New 265 hp
engine. Very good shape. Asking
$16,500. (231) 448-2342
1996 Polaris Snowmobile: XLT 600 twoup: electric start, reverse, excellent shape:
$2,800. Call (231) 448-2609
Services:
STORAGE UNITS - You lock it, you
leave it! Emerald Isle Storage.
(231) 448-2577
CERTIFIED MASSAGE THERAPIST specializing in therapeutic acupressure,
reflexology and relaxation. Relax, enjoy
and recharge. Reasonable rates. Call for
appointment. Karen (231) 448-2266.

A wobbly-legged fawn out for an early stroll.
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A young fawn stares down a milkweed.

